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Wednesday (September 5, 25 Elul) 

 Session 10a - Religious Law, Sexuality and Fertility 
Chair: Rabbi Mordechai Halperin, MD (Israel) 
Co-Chair: Rabbi Yehoshua Weisinger (Israel) 

11.00-11.15 
Islamic Jurisprudential Gerontology in Bioethics: Personhood and Parenthood 
Osman Tastan, PhD (Turkey)   
11.15-11.30 
Attitudes to Sexual Disabilities in Islamic Law : the shift from classical fiqh to contemporary 
solutions 
Vardit Rispler-Chaim, PhD (Israel)  
11.30-11.45 
Legal and Ethical Status of Embryotomy in Yerushalmi vs Bavli 
Moshe Pinchuk, PhD  (Israel)  
11.45-12.00 
The Right to Procreate in Israel: The Case of Postmortem Sperm Retrieval 
Avishalom Westreich, PhD (Israel)  
12.00-12.15 
Fertility Treatment for Couples With Mental Disabilities in Jewish Law 
Rabbi Gideon Weitzman, B.Ed. (Israel)    
12.15-12.30 
Halacha and Modern Medicine in the Lithuanian Environment:  The Metzitza Debate 
Elimelech Westreich, PhD and Roi Westreich, MD (Israel)       

Poster session 

Lunch 

14.15-16.30 
Session 11a  – Central Session of Jewish Law and Medicine 
Chair: Ehud Grossman, MD (Israel) 
Co-Chair: Oren Asman, LLD (Israel) 

14.15-14.35   TBD 

14.35-14.55 Big Data and Medical Decision-Making from the perspective of Halacha 
Rabbi Shabtai Rapoport (Israel( 
14.55-15.15 Statistics and Medical Decision-Making from the perspective of Halacha 

Chief Rabbi David Baruch Lau (Israel) 
 15.15-15.30 Judaism and Medicine – What the Future May Hold 
TBD 

15:30-15.45  
The Enduring Power of Attorney in Jewish Law 
Yardena Cope-Joseph, LLM (Israel)  
15.45-16.00 
Mental Illness and Halacha: Sensitivity and Ethical Commitment in Jewish Law to the 
Psychiatrically Ill Individual 
Rael Strauss, MD (Israel) 
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