
50 AH october 2015

DESERT
Arabian Gulf Luxury

DEALS IN THE

D
Joseph Tito, Executive Producer & Director on Deals in the Desert, opens up about 

the next phase of the show and lets you discover beauty shots of some of the 
highlights of the show.

and Antiquities, I am happy to say we also captured 
the beauty of the different areas in Bahrain. From 
Amwaj Islands to Durrat al Bahrain, I cannot wait for 
Bahrainis to see how beautifully their kingdom films! 
 During the development stage of the television 
series, my one concern was finding enough properties 
to showcase in the first season. I completely respect 
the desire for many to keep their beautiful homes 
private in this region, but I am also happy to say that 
with 13 episodes now filmed, and over thirty beautiful 
properties highlighted over the span of the first 
season, the intended international audience will get to 
see some jaw-dropping homes and apartments. 
 My intention with this series was definitely to utilise 
our quality production and expertise to show Bahrain 
to a larger audience, hence bringing in more tourists 
and investors from abroad. As Svetlana, one of our 
agents on the show was quoted saying; “There is 
enough business for everyone in Bahrain”. But I would 
like to add, why not bring in more?

What were some of your favourite 
experiences in directing the show?
I have to admit, I am torn between two so I will share 

EALS IN THE DESERT is a reality television show 
featuring Bahrain’s elite brokers selling some of the 
islands’ hottest real estate. Catch a rare glimpse of the 
industry, while feasting your eyes on the glamour of
living luxuriously in the Arabian Gulf. Get ready for the 
deals as these razor-sharp brokers work with the most 
demanding clients. 
 Deals in the Desert Season One completed 
filming in late November. If you missed some of the 
sneak peeks of the stunning properties and exciting 
developments that will be featured in the television 
series, check out @jeoproductions on Instagram. 
Now, with filming complete, Arabian Homes sat down 
with Joseph Tito, CEO of Jeo Productions, Executive 
Producer and Director of Deals in the Desert, to find 
out all about the experience, and what is to come.

How was filming real estate in Bahrain?
It is truly incredible how much is currently in 
development in Bahrain. I must say, I was impressed. 
Furthermore, what is already standing proves there are 
a lot of talented local architects and interior designers 
here. With permissions from both the Information 
Affairs Authority and the Bahrain Authority for Culture 
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both of them. I had the immense pleasure of 
meeting Jalal Al-Nijjar, a local architect here, 
halfway through the season. It was the first 
time I viewed a property that left me absolutely 
speechless. The modern lines, the attention 
to detail, I was blown away. I met the architect 
for my dream home! He was kind enough to 
arrange with one of his clients the filming of 
one of his recent projects, and it was one of my 
favourite days on set. The Saar villa architecture 
was complimented by Pieces Furniture, 
Poliform cabinetry and closets, as well as 
stunning outdoor landscaping design by Verde 
Landscaping. Absolutely breathtaking.
 My other favourite experience was meeting 
the talented green architect, Kholood Akbhari 
of Akbari Architects. I had no idea green 
architecture was being done here! She opened 
the doors to her personal home for us, which 
included a green wall, as well as a stunning 
green roof. The incredible property was 
decked with a solar water system, lighting on 
sensory timers to save electricity, and specially 
designed walls that aided in cooling the home 
naturally to use less air conditioning. Her ideas 

for home design continued on a second day of 
filming, where we were able to view two of her 
clients’ properties. I really got to understand the 
brilliance of Bahrain, how it is this incredible 
mix of modernity with Arab cultural elements 
that she brilliantly highlighted in the design of 
these homes. 
 But these are just my favourite experiences 
as a director. I look forward to finding out what 
each viewer’s favourite property is on the show!

So what are you up to next? 
This is the time when my team gets a little 
quiet because we focus on completing the 
post-production of the series. This means that 
our editing team, who has been working hard 
at our offices, continues to piece together 
everything that we have shot into thirteen 
30-minute episodes. This is where the magic 
happens! I am happy to have a great team, 
and they are doing a great job in editing the 
show to highlight lots of beautiful property 
shots, mixed with some humour, successes 
and challenges faced by the real estate agents 
on the show. Plus, of course, we had to throw 

in a number of scenes honouring the warmth of 
the Bahraini culture. 
 While they are working on post-production, 
I have a busy December and January abroad. 
First, I am attending the Marrakech International 
Film Festival for the first time. As a Canadian-
Italian director working in the Gulf, I am proud 
to represent my work. From there, I am off 
to Milan, Italy as a juror for Premio Silvio 
Oddi, a dance festival in honour of the gifted 
choreographer, Silvio Oddi, which will offer a 
selection of prizes to up-and-coming Italian 
talent. I then make my way to New York City, 
where I am in development of a television 
series featuring an exciting new modern dance 
troupe. So I am very busy over the holidays, 
but I look forward to returning to Bahrain to 
collaborate on two new television projects 
based in the GCC.

Where and when will Deals in the 
Desert be aired?
After a bidding war on the project, I am happy 
to be working with DCD Rights, a UK-based 
distribution company who loves the show! 

Pictures on this page: Architect: Jalal Al-Nijjar



52 october 2015 AH

After a successful launch in MIPCOM 2015 in 
Cannes, Deals in the Desert has major interest 
in over 60 countries worldwide. Some are 
aiming to fill broadcasting slots in 2016. As 
soon as we received confirmation on air dates, 
do not worry, Arabian Homes Magazine will be 
the first one to share it with Bahrain!

Will there be a season two?
Once the second episode is broadcast, that 
is when networks decide on if they wish to 
renew the series for a second season. From the 
feedback we are receiving we do look forward 
to developing a second season of Deals in the 
Desert, aiming to shoot next year. 

What do you have planned for a 
second season?
We may cast some more agents from different 
companies, maybe even a developer or 
architect,but most definitely we look forward 
to expanding the reach! I hope to shoot at 
least an episode or more in other GCC 
countries to continue to advertise the region, 
its incredible architecture, carefully planned 
developments, and more! But all of this is 
“inshallah”. Let us first finish post-production 
on season one and I will keep you in the loop of 
more news as it comes!

For more information on Deals in the Desert, 
like the Facebook page: facebook.com/DIDBH

For more information on JEO Productions,
please visit:

Website: jeoproductions.com 
         : facebook.com/Jeo-Productions

         @jeoproductions
            youtube.com/jeopro

Contact: info@jeoproductions.com

Pictures on this page: Architect: Kholood Akbhari




