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Bonsai Exposed 
 

 

Come and see bonsai in Melbourne at their winter best and be a part of Bonsai Exposed. 
 
Please join us at the 31st Australian National Bonsai Convention to be held in Melbourne in July 
2018, hosted by Bonsai Northwest Inc, in collaboration with the Association of Australian Bonsai 
Clubs Ltd.  
 
We would like to share with the rest of Australia the incredible beauty of bonsai in their winter 
silhouettes. Deciduous trees will be bare of any foliage, revealing their detailed ramification and branch  
structure that has been carefully and meticulously developed 
over the years. Pines and conifers will be at the pinnacle of 
their beauty after autumn maintenance work and displayed at 
their breathtaking best.     
 
The Convention will be held at Mantra Bell City from 20-23 
July 2018 with the Exhibition, Sales Area, Friday Welcome 
Reception, Saturday Convention Dinner and Monday 
Workshops also held at the same venue.  
 
The Exhibition will feature a traditional Japanese style 
display, in the humble footsteps of Kokufu-ten, with the best 
bonsai hand-picked from across Victoria. The Exhibition will 
also be open to the public over the weekend. 
 The Great Victorian Bonsai Nursery Tour will be held on the Friday with four of Melbourne’s finest 
bonsai nurseries on the itinerary. This tour is a must see, especially for interstate visitors. 
 
 

The true highlight of the convention will be our headline international 
bonsai artist, Bjorn Bjorholm. A world travelled and renowned, 
Japanese trained and fully qualified bonsai artist, Bjorn has captivated 
every audience he has presented to. Bjorn’s professionalism, artistry, 
creativity, humbleness and very easy going nature, make him a huge 
favourite and draw card at any event. His previous visit to Australia left 
all who saw him wanting more and more. At our club demonstration, 
Bjorn attracted an attendance of over 120 people, enthralling and 
engaging them. Fully booked out workshops were conducted with over 
60 trees worked on.  
 
If you have already seen Bjorn’s online videos, you know the amazing  

transformations he has created, all whilst he teaches and imparts as much knowledge as he can. Due to 
the overwhelming demand experienced on his previous visit, additional Bjorn workshops have been 
planned to run from 24–26 July 2018. These will be conducted at the Aberfeldie Community Club, 
Batman Street, Aberfeldie/Essendon. 

Three highly respected Victorian artists will also showcase their unique talents during the convention. 
 
Joe Morgan-Payler will bring his Japanese bonsai nursery training to showcase his level of 
professionalism and skills whilst demonstrating and assisting Bjorn on stage.  
 
Hanh Tran, owner of Baloc Bonsai Nursery, will present his techniques in producing outstanding 
Japanese black pine stock and bonsai in a very short time frame in Bend me, Twist me.  
 
Michael Simonetto, a highly respected bonsai artist and bonsai grower in Victoria, will present 
Breaking the Mould, a new concept and idea on how to grow bonsai stock and trees.  
 

 

  



Bjorn Bjorholm is a well-established and highly sought after American bonsai artist after many years 
working in Japan. Bjorn is the owner of Bjorvala Bonsai Studio and has been studying under contemporary 
Japanese Bonsai Master Keiichi Fujikawa in Osaka, Japan since 2008. He is also the co-founder and co-
instructor of the Fujikawa International School of Bonsai and also conducts tours all over Japan. 
 
Bjorn began studying bonsai at the age of 13 and worked with a handful of professionals in the United 
States before becoming an apprentice under Keiichi Fujikawa at Kouka-en nursery in Osaka, Japan in 2008. 
 
Currently based in Osaka, Bjorn frequently travels the globe, teaching bonsai art to various related 
organisations and working with private clients and collections. Bjorn’s work is also regularly featured in 
exhibitions and publications around the world.  
 

 

 
Currently based in Osaka, Bjorn frequently 
travels the globe, teaching bonsai art to various 
related organisations and working with private 
clients and collections. Bjorn’s work is also 
regularly featured in exhibitions and 
publications around the world.  
 

Bjorn Bjorholm 
 

 

Bjorn has styled bonsai for the Kokufu-ten, 
Taikan-ten and Sakufu-ten exhibitions which 
have won awards for his clients at Taikan-ten 
(shohin category and rock-planting category) 
and at many exhibitions in the United States. 
Bjorn continues to study as an apprentice with 
Mr. Fujikawa and each year travels back to the 
United States and other areas to teach bonsai to 
societies, organisations, and individuals.  
 

In 2015, he became a certified bonsai professional by the Japanese Bonsai Association, having completed 
his formal apprenticeship. Bjorn's experiences working with Fujikawa-san have necessarily shaped his 
approach to bonsai and furthered his never ceasing desire to improve the quality of western bonsai art. 
 
Bjorn also currently films, edits, and produces the online YouTube video series The Bonsai Art of Japan, 
which currently has over half a million views. This is an incredible series and essential viewing. 
 
Bjorn also conducts online courses that attract a vast worldwide audience. Is there anything he can’t do? 
 

 

Bjorn toured parts of Australia in 2015 and 
demonstrated his incredible talent and 
knowledge that left everyone who met and 
worked with him wanting much, much more. 
Bjorn’s professional, friendly and easy going 
nature, complimented his desire to educate 
and finish styling all trees that he 
workshopped. We were left in awe of his visit 
and pursued him vigorously to ensure he 
comes back to Australia. We are very proud 
and excited to showcase Bjorn at the 31st AABC 
Convention and hopefully in front of a record 
audience.  

More details about Bjorn can be found on his website: http://bjorvalabonsaistudio.com/ 
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Michael Simonetto 
Mike has been in the nursery industry since 1986 and ran a retail 
nursery until 2001. During that time he also designed and installed 
new gardens for many clients and studied Horticulture at Burnley 
Horticultural College. 
  
Mike became interested in bonsai in 1990. Soon after, he came across 
the book Four Seasons of Bonsai by Kyuzo Murata which opened his 
eyes to the real value of appreciation of the art using a natural and 
non-conspicuous approach. 
 
Since then he has sort to propagate and train many rare and beautiful 
varieties for himself and to distribute amongst the local bonsai 
 

Joe Morgan-Payler 
Joe is one of Australia’s leading bonsai artists whose skills have been 
in high demand across the country. 
 
Growing up surrounded by the temperate rainforests of the Otways 
in south-west Victoria, Joe developed a deep connection with nature 
and the outdoors. The beauty and complexity of this environment 
had a large influence in his life and it was this, melded with his 
creativity, which ultimately lead him down the path of studying Fine 
Arts and then Design at University and becoming a passionate Bonsai 
Artist and teacher. 

Our Victorian Team 
 

 

During his teenage years, Joe discovered his passion for bonsai, with 
his thirst for knowledge eventually taking him to Japan to study the 
art. It was here that things really began to click while studying  

community. This required Mike to become proficient in the raising of seedlings and cuttings together 
with grafting and layering as there was no such material available commercially. 
  
Mike’s first tree was a procumbens juniper dug from his front garden, which he still has, and has 
undergone many changes over the years. 
 
Mike has no particular favourite species to work with but does concentrate and focus on deciduous 
species for most of the time, always trying to perfect the techniques of branch ramification for high 
quality winter displays. 
 
Foremost in Mike’s mind now is the idea that we should look to nature more than anything else as our 
guide and inspiration for bonsai. 
 

under Mr Urushibata of Taisho-en. He has since returned to the same nursery on many occasions to hone 
his skills, each trip gaining new insight into the art. 
 
Joe’s unique background in fine arts and design has allowed him to bring a different perspective to the 
art of bonsai. He is known for giving logical insights into the reasons behind otherwise accepted styling 
and horticultural techniques, resulting in people understanding the concepts and systems behind the 
creation of bonsai rather than simply rote learning the rules. 

 

 

  



 

Our Club – Bonsai Northwest Inc 
 

Bonsai Northwest Inc was established in August 1973, 
originally called the Sunshine Bonsai Group. The club resides in 
the inner northwest suburbs of Melbourne and has over 150 
members with meeting night attendances in the range of 80-
100 members. 
 
We alternate between demonstrations and workshops at our 
meeting nights which allow our members to learn through 
theoretical knowledge and applied practical experiences. 
This will be the third time the club has hosted the AABC 
convention. Previous conventions hosted in 2007 and 2012 saw 
us bring out international bonsai artists Marco Invernizzi, 
Michael Persiano and Boon Manakitivipart.  
 
Part of the club charter is to... create interest in bonsai and 
inspire participation... increase enjoyment of bonsai... advance 
appreciation of bonsai. Through instructive demonstrations at 
our club meetings, by experienced members and invited guest 
demonstrators, and hands-on workshops with guidance from 
experienced members and guest tutors, the club continues to 
grow and the quality of our bonsai continues to improve. We 
are also active within the community, regularly giving talks to 
special interest groups and putting on displays.  

 

 

 

Our Victorian Team 
 

 

Hanh Tran 
Hanh Tran's love for bonsai started in 1983 with a small 
personal collection. Hanh worked as a licensed welder when he 
arrived in Melbourne, but due to a work accident Hanh had no 
source of income to support his family. One night out with his 
family, he passed by a bonsai nursery which reignited his spark 
for bonsai. Curious and inspired to start his own nursery, he 
researched and investigated what it would take to start up his 
own bonsai nursery, which he did soon after.  

Hanh bought and sold many trees and gardening related items when he first started, however he quickly 
decided to stick strictly to bonsai after realising that the art of bonsai was his true passion.  
Hanh became a member Bonsai Northwest, and learnt how to create and nurture bonsai through the 
friends and mentors he had met there.  
 
In 2007, Hanh visited the AABC Convention in Melbourne and noticed how there were many straight trees 
on display. Determined to stand out from the crowd and be unique with his trees, Hanh began to teach 
himself how to bend and twist trees into different forms and shapes, becoming a very experienced bonsai 
artist after many years of practice. This has become his passion in the art of Bonsai and he is now happily 
sharing his techniques and mentoring those who are interested. Hanh loves working with different types 
of trees including pines, cedars, trident maples, pyracanthas and azaleas. 
 
Hanh has also started his own YouTube channel Baloc Bonsai Nursery, to increase his influence and 
connect with other bonsai artists around the world and share his techniques. Hanh runs a very successful 
nursery (Baloc Bonsai) and will continue to do so for many years to come. 
 

 

  



 

Special Convention Events 
 

Extra workshops 
With the limited workshop places available on Monday and 
with the immense popularity of Bjorn’s workshops when 
visiting Australia on a previous occasion, additional workshops 
have been planned from Tuesday 24 July to Thursday 26 July 
2018, at the Aberfeldie Community Club, 7B Batman Street, 
Aberfeldie/Essendon. Extra workshop participants must have 
been a convention registrant. 
 

Sunday morning bonsai critique 
A unique opportunity exists for a select group of 20 
participants to follow Bjorn through the exhibition on 
Sunday morning as he conducts a critique of the bonsai. A 
great opportunity to listen and observe as Bjorn shares 
his insight into what makes a great bonsai. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Friday Private Master Class 
If you’ve ever wanted to spend a whole day working on your 
bonsai under the guidance of a bonsai professional in Bjorn 
Bjorholm, with no distractions from observers, then this is 
your chance. Geared to more advanced bonsai enthusiasts 
with advanced bonsai material, this option is available to only 
8 participants and runs on Friday from 9am to 5pm and 
includes lunch. Get in early for these limited positions to work 
directly with Bjorn.  

 

 
 



Visiting four bonsai nurseries in one day. Don’t miss this unique opportunity to explore some of Victoria’s 
best bonsai nurseries. An early Friday morning start will see you take in Chojo Feature Trees, Bonsai Art 
Nursery, Bonsai Sensation Nursery and Gardenworld Collector’s Corner.  

 

 
 

  

The Chojo Feature Trees 
Gallery and Nursery is 
located in Sassafras, in the 
heart of Melbourne's 
Dandenong Ranges. 

Bonsai Art Nursery was 
established in 1983 and is 

owned and operated 
by Trevor McComb.   

Bonsai Sensation Nursery is a 
family business established in 

2001 with over 20,000 trees 
on site. 

Gardenworld features a 
stunning display of old 
bonsai collected over many 
years. Lunch is also included 
and provided at the nursery 
café.  

Friday Welcome Reception 
 

The Friday night welcome reception is always a great 
opportunity to meet the demonstrators and catch up 
with old bonsai friends. Drinks and light 
refreshments will be served in the Marquee area 
which will be followed by an early sneak peak of the 
exhibition for welcome reception registrants only. 

The Great Victorian Bonsai Nursery Tour 
 

 

 
 

  



 

With every tree being hand-
picked from across Victoria, 
come and see Bonsai Exposed 
and how wonderful bonsai 
trees look in winter. 

 

 

Vendor Sales’ Area 
 

 

 

The Exhibition 
 

The showcase of the convention will be the highly anticipated 
bonsai exhibition comprising the best bonsai from across 
Victoria. For the first time at a national convention, trees will be 
displayed at their most optimal, during winter, where deciduous 
trees are totally exposed in their winter silhouettes and conifers 
are at their prime after autumn maintenance work. The 
exhibition will be open to the public over the weekend however 
exclusive Friday evening viewing will be available to welcome 
reception registrants.  
 

 

 
 

Having a quality and fully stocked bonsai sales area is a must at 
any bonsai convention. From handmade pots, tools, wire, 
bonsai stands, raw stock, quality bonsai and anything else 
bonsai related, the vendor sales’ area will be available for all 
visitors.  
For convention registrants, early access to the sales area will be 
available from 8am on Saturday morning and you all know how 
important it is to have first access to all the great and best items 
on offer.  
 
 

 

  



 

Saturday Night Convention Dinner 
 

 
 

 

 

The convention dinner is a great opportunity to meet, mingle and have a 
chat with Bjorn as well as other bonsai enthusiasts from across Australia. 
The convention dinner is more than just a fantastic 3 course meal, 
including drinks, as it also includes: 

 award presentations for best tree/s in exhibition,  
 an entertaining trivia event to test out your knowledge (after a 

few drinks it might get interesting) 
 a review by Bjorn of his favourite tree in the exhibition.  

This will be another event that you will enjoy. 

Mantra Bell City  
 

 

Location 
Bell City is just a short 20 minute drive 
from Melbourne’s Tullamarine airport, 
with the CBD also within quick driving 
distance. There are also plenty of public 
transport options just minutes away. 
 
Tram: Route 86 Bundoora RMIT will take 
you into the city from stop no. 45 Bell 
Street. 
 
Train: The South Morang train stops at 
Bell train station, with a 10 minute walk to 
Mantra Bell City. 
 
Car: Complimentary car parking is 
available onsite. 

 

 

  



 

  

 

Convention Program 
 

 
 

For all Convention information, visit: www.bonsainorthwest.com.au or  
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/bonsainorthwest/ 
Details correct at time of printing.  
 

 

Extra workshops with Bjorn Bjorholm will be held on Tuesday 24 July to Thursday 26 July 2018, at the Aberfeldie Community 
Club, 7B Batman Street, Aberfeldie/Essendon.  Full fee registrants given first preference. 

 

Association of Australian Bonsai Clubs Ltd  
In association with Bonsai Northwest Inc presents 

The 31st AABC National Bonsai Convention 
20 – 23 July 2018  
Mantra Bell City Melbourne 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday  20 July 2018    

8:00 am – 8:30 am Early Registration for Nursery Tour participants  

8:30 am – 5:30 pm The Great Victorian Bonsai Nursery Tour (optional)  

9:00 am – 5:00 pm Bjorn Bjorholm Private Masterclass Workshop (8 participants)  

6:00 pm – 7:30 pm Early Registration  

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm Welcome Reception (optional) 
 
Saturday 21 July 2018    

8:00 am – 8:45 am Registration  

8:45 am – 9:00 am Opening Ceremony  

9:00 am – 10:30 am Breaking the Mould - Michael Simonetto  

10:30 am – 11:00 am Morning Tea  

11:00 am – 12:30 pm Bjorn Bjorholm demonstration  

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm Lunch  

1:30 pm – 3:00 pm Bjorn Bjorholm & simultaneous Joe Morgan-Payler demonstration  

3:00 pm – 3:30 pm Afternoon Tea  

3:30 pm – 4:30 pm Bjorn Bjorholm demonstration  

4:30 pm – 4:45 pm Day One Raffle Draw & Awards Presentation  

5:00 pm – 6:00 pm AABC General Meeting – All Welcome  

7:30 pm – 11:00 pm Convention Dinner (optional)  
 
Sunday 22 July 2018    

8:00 am – 8:45 am Bjorn Bjorholm Private Exhibition Critique (20 participants)  

8:45 am – 9:00 am Registration  

9:00 am – 10:30 am Bjorn Bjorholm demonstration  

10:30 am – 11:00 am Morning Tea  

11:00 am – 12:30 pm Bjorn Bjorholm demonstration  

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm Lunch  

1:30 pm – 3:00 pm Bjorn Bjorholm demonstration  

3:00 pm – 3:30 pm Afternoon Tea  

3:30 pm – 4:30 pm Bend me, Twist me - Hanh Tran  

4:30 pm – 4:45 pm Presentation 2019 Convention Host Club  

4:45 pm – 5:00 pm Day Two Raffle and Auction of demonstration trees  

5:00 pm – 5:15 pm Closing Ceremony  
 
Monday 23 July 2018    

9:00 am – 12:30 pm Workshop by Bjorn Bjorholm (Full fee registrants given first preference)  

12:30 pm – 2:00 pm Lunch break  

2:00 pm – 5:30 pm Workshop by Bjorn Bjorholm (Full fee registrants given first preference)  

 

  



 

 

Accommodation 
Mantra Bell City is situated within an impressive 
complex offering premium accommodation in 
Melbourne’s vibrant inner north. Located just 20 
minutes drive from the Melbourne CBD and airport, 
this contemporary hotel provides a central location 
for both corporate travellers visiting Melbourne for 
business, and for leisure guests wishing to explore 
Melbourne and its surrounds.  
 
Home to three great restaurants serving the finest 
cuisine and extensive resort style facilities including 
a large pool, fully equipped gymnasium and sauna, 
this is a great Melbourne accommodation option. 
 
Bell City boasts 844 rooms offering a diverse 
inventory of room types to suit every need. 
 
Special Convention rates have been organised.  
BreakFree Hotel (3½ star)  
Queen/Twin Room $89.00 per room per night 
(subject to availability). 
Buffet breakfast available at JD’s Diner & bar for 
additional $15 per person. 
 
Mantra Hotel (4½ star)  
1 Bed Manhattan $139.00 per room per night  
2 Bed Manhattan $199.00 per room per night  

To book with Mantra Bell City accommodation 
and receive the special convention rates: 
 
Phone – 03 9485 0380 
Email – bellcity.res@mantra.com.au 
 
Mention Bonsai 2018 to receive your 
convention rates. 

 
Mantra Hotel (4½ star)  
1 Bed Manhattan $139.00 per room per night  
2 Bed Manhattan $199.00 per room per night  
A full buffet breakfast at CHILL Restaurant is an additional $25.00 per person when pre-booked 
with your reservation. 

Please note: Rates are room only per night. All rates quoted are valid based on the dates and number of 
room nights quoted and are subject to availability at the time of booking. 
 
** Breakfast rates quoted are current at the time of printing and are subject to change. 

  

Mantra Bell City  
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Sponsors 
 

Thank you to our sponsors. 
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Pottery and hand building classes 
available 

 

 

 

 

 

 


