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Representative of the EGPA: Alain Parmentier, President


23 September 2019 / 

Thomas Blomqvist, Minister for Nordic Cooperation and Equality, Finland

Věra Jourová, Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality, she 
explained:

-Problem of hate on the Internet via social networks ....

-Problem especially about the complexity to build files to receive European funds.


Keynote speech by Ingrid van Engelshoven, Minister for Education, Culture and 
Science, The Netherlands, who develop:

-Difficulty that in Europe, even in places like the Netherlands it is not always possible to 
walk hand in hand with your partner in the street, (We must keep in mind where we want 
to go in the Union.)


 Eurobarometer 2019 with the focus on LGBTI equality.


http://EU2019.fi


 

Panel discussion: what challenges and discrimination do LGBTI people face in the EU? 

Panelists:

• Terry Reintke, MEP, Co-President of the LGBTI Intergroup of the European 

Parliament, Greens/EFA (Germany)

• Edward Zammit Lewis, Minister for European Affairs and Equality (Malta)

• Michael O´Flaherty, Director, Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA)

• Evelyne Paradis, Executive Director ILGA Europe

• Dan Christian Ghattas, OII Europe (Organisation Intersex International Europe)

• Teodora Roseti-Ion-Rotaru, ACCEPT Romania (NGO)


Panel discussion: How can we advance LGBTI equality in the EU?


Panelists:

• Roberta Metsola, MEP, EPP (Malta) 
• Violeta Tomić , General Rapporteur on the rights of LGBTI people, Council of 

Europe, European Left (Slovenia)

• Jovana Trencevska, State Secretary (North Macedonia)

• Ari Kajtezovic, Transgender Europe

• Slava Melnyk, Managing Director KPH (Campaign Against Homophobia) Poland


***Intervention by the President of the EGPA to explain the actions organised in some 
police academies in Europe and on the work created by the Council of Europe and the 
EGPA to train LGBT police officers Trainers to create a pool of trainers in every country of 
the Union.




Closing session : concluding remarks

Ulrike Lunacek. MEP (2009-2017), Greens/EFA (Austria), Rapporteur of the EU Roadmap 
against homophobia and discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation and gender 
identity


24 September 2019 / 

Workshops on:

- Hate crime and hate speech against LGBTI people: LGBThatecrime.eu

***Speech of the EGPA about Importance of work in collaboration between police services 
and associations, create apps to report aggression or hate speech online, especially on 
social networks, train police officers on LGBTI issues for better understanding; to create 
links with police services where there isn’t yet an LGBT organisation

We need to get closer to the community, especially in these times of the return of 
populism

The EU must inform citizens of this implementation

Question of the EU: « How can we better train law enforcement to combat hate speech 
and crime, and would there be a role for the European Union Agency for Law 
Enforcement  Training (CEPOL) ? »

Let organise CEPOL training in different languages to be sure to be effective because the 
language used by citizens is that of their country not English! A lot of POlice officers are 
volunteers to help LGBT citizens, LGBT colleagues, but in English it looks difficult.

In fact, lot of police officers are working every day in small villages of their own country, 
with the citizen who speak only their own langage !!

-Some activists explain that the prosecutors also have to receive a special training about 
LGBT issues.


Other themes of workshops:

- Intersectionality and multiple discrimination

- Trans and Intersex Discrimination in Europe

- LGBTI human rights in enlargement, neighbourhood and third countries

- LGBTI people and their families in cross-border situations


http://LGBThatecrime.eu


- The status of LGBTI civil society in the EU

- Safeguarding the rights of LGBTI asylum seekers

- Challenges to LGBTI equality in education, employment and health:

***Intervention of the EGPA on: Education must be daily for everyone, not just for kids at 
school

For example, during these workshops we learned the progress in Poland in the police 
forces about LGBTI issues. The European citizens do not know it, they only know about 
Poland what they see on TV

The EU needs to communicate better via the media, social networks or TV on its actions, 
for example on its participation in certain prides in Europe.




End of works and conclusions by:

Thomas Blomqvist, Minister for Nordic Cooperation and Equality (Finland)

Anna Robinson (IGLYO)

Czeslaw Walek, Prague Pride (Czech Republic)

Irena Moozovà, Director for Equality and Union Citizenship, European Commission

Szabolcs Schmidt, HEAD of unit non discrimination and Roma coordination, European 
Commission


Alain Parmentier, President of the EUropean LGBT Police Association



