The UMRCC Newsle er
Summer 2018
This Newsletter is a publication of the Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee (UMRCC) but does not necessarily represent the official views of the UMRCC. Suggestions or comments regarding its content should be directed to the Chairperson, 9053 route 148,
Marion, IL, 62959. Please contact the Coordinator by e-mail (neal_jackson@fws.gov) or phone
(618.579.3129) and visit our website at http://www.umrcc.org/

Chairperson’s Letter
Gree ngs fellow UMRCC river rats, the cool spring temperatures seemed to disappear overnight leaving us in
the dog days of summer. Field season is in full swing and hopefully all is well along whichever stretch of the
Mississippi River you call home.
Make sure to mark your calendars for the upcoming fish and wildlife tech sec on mee ng. Actually if you
marked your calendars a er the spring newsle er, you will need to make a change. Mee ng dates for the
joint fish and wildlife tech sec ons have been set for October 9‐11. The mee ng will s ll be held at the Kibbe
Life Science Research Sta on, located in Warsaw, Illinois. If you haven’t been to this facility before you
should make the trip in October.
I took an opportunity recently to tour the Emiquon Na onal Wildlife Refuge via kayak. The Nature Conserv‐
ancy, US Fish and Wildlife Service and Illinois Natural History Survey host this annual event, providing an op‐
portunity for the public to view a successful restora on project up close. Emiquon is located adjacent to the
Illinois River northwest of Havana, IL and encompasses what was historically known as Flag and Thompson
Lakes. In 1919 the site was purchased by a wealthy CEO from Chicago and converted to agriculture. Levees
were constructed and a series of pumps installed designed to keep the Illinois River out and allow these once
produc ve backwater lakes to be farmed. Thompson and Flag Lakes became known as the Norris Farm fol‐
lowing this conversion and was farmed intensively un l the property was acquired by the Nature Conservan‐
cy in 2007. A er acquiring the farm, the Nature Conservancy shut the pumps oﬀ allowing water to percolate
back into the historic lake beds. The biological response has been nothing short of
amazing. Submersed and emergent aqua c plant communi es have flourished
where a mere 11 years ago corn and soybeans were growing. The truly fasci‐
na ng part of this recovery to me is that none of the submersed or emergent
plant communi es growing on this site were planted there. This diverse and thriv‐
ing plant community regenerated en rely from the seed bank. To think that seed
which has sat dormant for over 80 years was able to re‐generate the plant com‐
muni es that are now thriving at Emiquon gives cause for hope in the restora on
of other backwater lakes and demonstrates the resiliency inherent in the system.
‐Rob Maher, ILDNR
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Environmental Pool Management: Improving
Success after 20 years
Ben McGuire & Joan Stemler (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers)
Environmental Pool Management (EPM)
has demonstrated to be successful over
twenty years by managing Pools 24-26
below maximum regulated pool. Typically,
30-45 days of drawdown during the
summer growing season has shown that
ecological conditions could be significantly
enhanced for annual emergent aquatic
plants production (moist-soil plants) at
river shoreline, interior island wetland, and
island fringe areas. This equates to at most,
a 1.5 foot drawdown in Pool 24, 2.0 feet in
Pool 25, and 2.0 feet in Pool 26. This
beneficial practice has shown to balance
the needs of navigation and recreation
with ecological enhancement with little to no

Year
2014

Pool
0.5 foot
1 foot
1.5 feet
2 feet
26
117
95
95
80
24
83
42
24
11
2015
25
70
66
47
18
26
62
60
20
12
24
180
100
100
30
2016
25
178
176
143
61
26
270
265
221
110
24
96
50
37
31
2017
25
85
83
45
44
26
102
62
42
40
24
40
34
17
14
2018
25
38
37
32
28
26
175
170
164
140
Table 1. Consecutive days of drawdown by year for Pools, 24,
25, and 26.

Figure1. Map showing the lower five miles of Pool 26 with elevations affected by EPM shown in
0.5 foot increments. Highlighted (colored) areas indicate where successful EPM will result in
yearly plant production. Data is from 2018 LiDAR acquisition.

additional cost.
In 2014, prolonged upstream high flow conditions necessitated an 86 day drawdown in lower Pool 26,
near the lower portion of the operating band. River biologists observed this atypical condition produced
not only higher diversity of annual aquatic vegetation but also perennial aquatic vegetation, such as
arrowhead (Sagittaria latifolia) and American lotus (Nelumbo lutea). The unique conditions of 2014
showed that the ability to regenerate a mix of annual and perennial aquatic vegetation was possible
within the lower section of the UMR, and would provide additional benefits to physical river function
and biological resources.
After 2014, the St. Louis District Corps of Engineers implemented an experimental operating procedure
to extend the drawdown period from the typical 30-45 days to 90+ days for four consecutive years. As
has been the case for the last 20+ years, this experimental procedure was still within the normal pool
operating band.
2015 marked the first of the trial seasons, which got off to a good start, but was cut short by a flood
during July. After flows receded, operations continued and another 60 days of a 1 foot in Pool 26 was
achieved. In 2016, higher flows created conditions in the three pools that required close to a maximum
drawdown for over 100 days. These elevations, which were lower than Environmental Pool
Management operations, resulted in even more additional acres of vegetation being grown. A
tremendous vegetation response was seen throughout the three pools, which included both a large
diversity of annual plants and a large component of perennial species. In 2017, successful EPM
operations continued, with 50 days or more of a 1 foot drawdown in all three pools. Field surveys of
seed production demonstrated the potential of the vegetated areas to support migratory waterfowl. On
average, the Pools 24-26 produced 1,355 pounds of seed per acre suitable for waterfowl forage. This
equates to 8.1 million duck energy days,
which was capable of satisfying the
metabolic demand of 270,848 ducks for
30 days. In 2018, results were mixed
between the three pools. Although Pool
26 had 140 days of 2 feet, Pools 24 and
25 only had 34 and 37 days, respectively
of 1 foot. However, in Pool 26, results
continue to show the resurgence of
perennial vegetation, specifically
arrowhead. By 2018, the final
experimental year, many of the areas in
which arrowhead had re-established
were seeing flowering plants nearing
heights of four feet.
The EPM areas are especially critical for
waterfowl populations during the spring
Photo 1. Photo Lincoln Shields area in Pool 26 showing
migration back to breeding grounds.
approximately 1,800 ducks.
Breeding birds must boost their food
consumption to meet the high metabolic needs of reproduction. Often, females require a higher protein

diet consisting of aquatic invertebrates. Photo 1 shows approximately 1,800 of over 8,000 northern
pintails utilizing a 30 acre EPM area in lower Pool 26 on February 16, 2018 (Photo 1).
Although waterfowl clearly benefit from EPM grown vegetation, it’s not just about ducks! Perennial
emergent vegetation and floating leaf aquatic vegetation are exceedingly rare in this reach of the river.
Although once prevalent in backwaters of these pools, species such as arrowhead and lotus are virtually
non-existent for a number of reasons, including turbidity, flocculent substrate, herbivores, and flood
events. However, since the implementation of the extended drawdown period, these species are
reappearing in some areas. The revitalization of this vegetative community (Photo 2) also provides bank
stabilization, nutrient processing, sediment deposition, invertebrate habitat, egg-laying structure for fish
and amphibians, food for aquatic reptiles, cover and nursery habitat for juvenile fish, etc. Long term
fisheries monitoring indicate that native fish species are not negatively affected by this change. In fact,
in Pool 25 it has been found that water level management for growing this type of plant community
benefits riverine fish communities as a whole (Garvey et al 2003). Furthermore, nominal commercial
and recreational issues have been reported as a result of the pool water level changes.

Photo 2. Photo of arrowhead (Sagittaria latifolia) in a backwater
near RM210, August 16, 2018.

UMR News
UMR Na onal Wildlife Refuge Hosts Art on the Prairie
On Saturday, June 30 from 9-10 a.m, the Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife
and Fish Refuge hosted an "Art on the Prairie" program at the Visitor Center,
reaching 36 participants. Children ages 5-12 and their families enjoyed discovering
the natural world through a nature hike using hand lenses as a special tool to make
personal observations and sketches in nature journals. Participants noticed shapes,
colors, and patterns and illustrated their discoveries using watercolors and other
mixed mediums. This program was led by two local school teachers who shared
their love for nature and art. The program was featured on a local televised news
station and started our summer program season with a great success. Attached are
a few photos of the program.
A second program celebrating the year of "Arts, Music, and Culture" will occur
on September 4, 2018 with a focus on nature photography. Guest photographer,
Phil S. Addis, will share tips and tricks for capturing landscape and wildlife photos
from 6-7:30 p.m. at the Refuge's Visitor Center.
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Peoria Lakes Comprehensive Conservation Plan
Planning for Regional Consensus to Conserve the Peoria Lakes

a Comprehensive Conservation Plan in conjunction with
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). On behalf of
the PLBA, TCRPC applied for and received funding from
the USACE Planning Assistance to States (PAS)
Program, which is authorized under the provision of
Section 22 of the Water Resources Development Act of
1974, as amended.
The goal of the planning process, whose
geographical scope spans from blufftop to blufftop, is to
reach a regional consensus on future Peoria Lakes
conservation strategies. Concurrently, the collaborative
also gathered regional support to take needed action on
conservation efforts. In the long run, the Greater Peoria
area will be well-positioned to move forward to conserve
its iconic Lakes. The planning process is expected to be
completed this year.
To help further guide the process, the planning
team developed a set of objectives (in no particular
order):

The Peoria Lakes are Greater Peoria’s most
precious natural resource, and they are a significant
landmark in a glacial landscape that defined the region
for thousands of years. The natural riverine Lakes, which
refer to the widened portion of the Illinois River in the TriCounty area, were formed by tributary deltas that narrow
the valley and pinch the river to form two shallow basins.
The natural beauty of the 16,000-acre Lakes and its bluffs
continue to attract people to Greater Peoria, just as they
have for centuries.
Historically, Peoria Lakes were remarkably
productive, which attracted Native Americans and
European settlers who benefitted from abundant, riverderived resources, such as fish and wildlife, pristine
water, and expansive wetlands. However, as increasing
urban development, conversion of prairie lands to
agricultural fields, and industrialization occurred over
time, water quality declined, habitat was lost and
degraded, and sedimentation has steadily filled in the
lakes. Today, most areas of the Peoria Lakes are less
than three feet deep.
The Peoria Lakes Basin Alliance (PLBA),
comprised of The Nature Conservancy, Heartland Water
Resources Council, and the Tri-County Regional
Planning Commission (TCRPC), led an effort to develop

Objective 1: Reduce total sediment delivery to the
Peoria Lakes
Objective 2: Increase the acreage of aquatic
vegetation in the Peoria Lakes.
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Objective 3: Improve Peoria Lakes water quality.
Objective 4: Improve and protect wetland acres,
floodplain acres, and streambank miles in
the Peoria Lakes.
Objective 5: Improve and protect river bluff and steep
slope areas along Peoria Lakes.
Objective 6: Improve and diversify deep-water habitat
and increasing number of native fishes in
Peoria Lakes.
Objective 7: Improve the quality of life in the region.

opportunity to prioritize conservation measures based on
three criteria: environmental impact, quality of life, and
feasibility/sustainability. This activity determined both the
public’s and the PRC’s preferred measures to prioritize in
the plan. Fourteen measures appeared in the top three of
each criteria or overall (see list below). Note that this
process does not exclude the remaining four measures
from this or any future plans.
Category

Measures
Agriculture Water BMPs*
Erosion Control BMPs*
Sources
Prairie & Bluff Restoration & Management
Urban Stormwater BMPs*
Conservation & Recreation Corridors
Floodplain Recapture
Pathways
Nutrient Farming
Sediment Detention Basins
Beneficial Use of Sediment
Deepwater Creation, Dredging, and
Sediment Placement
Drawdowns
Sinks
Invasive Fish Species
Secondary Channel
Submersed Aquatic Vegetation
*BMP = Best Management Practice

Multiple advertising and outreach methods
encouraged public participation and input. An open
house, held in July 2017, informed the public about the
planning process and invited input from attendees. A
Project Review Committee (PRC) was established to
allow stakeholder contribution, review public feedback,
and ultimately prioritize the preferred measures (specific
conservation steps to be considered for implementation).
The PRC included stakeholders representing Peoria
Lakes interest groups including: economic development
organizations,
environmental
advocacy
groups,
government entities, landowners, recreation and tourism
organizations, river transportation businesses, and
subject matter experts.
The PRC and planning team created 36 fact
sheets that detailed these potential conservation
measures—13 from USACE and 23 from PRC members.
In the review phase, many of the fact sheets were
redundant, due to the variety of entities which had
contributed. Therefore, the planning team consolidated
them into 19 measures plus a separate “recommended
studies” category. The full and consolidated lists of
measures and recommended studies can be found on the
project’s website, PartakeInPeoriaLakes.org.
A second open house, convened in June 2018,
updated the public on the project. In an interactive sticker
exercise, attendees and PRC members had the

The planning team then categorized the
conservation measures by their corresponding Essential
Ecosystem
Characteristics
(EECs):
Hydrology,
Geomorphology, Water Quality, Habitat, and Biota.
Hydrology is often considered a “master variable” that
drives geomorphology and water quality outcomes.
These
factors
then
feed
into
habitat
characteristics that determine the biota at a site. Since
the collaborators’ range of interests were so broad, the
team also added a “Social and Economic” category to
classify the measures.

USFWS
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The next step was to outline the conservation
alternatives, which are groupings of measures by
geographical location. Based on watershed influences
and in-lake characteristics, the team specified an
alternative for three reaches of the Peoria Lakes (Upper,
Middle, and Lower) and one that included the
entire area. Watershed characteristics differ among
reaches with loosely defined urban, suburban, and rural
characteristics affecting lower, middle and upper
sections, respectively. The conservation alternatives can
be found online.
Watershed relationships are also critical to the
plan, so the team considered three watershed areas:
sediment sources, pathways, and sinks. Each alternative
encompassed all three, addressing the flow of sediment
throughout the Peoria Lakes watershed. This way, the
plan would address the reduction of sediment sources,
the interception or stabilization of sediment pathways,
and the removal of material from sediment sinks in the
Lakes.
The planning team is currently working with the
USACE to develop a recommended plan utilizing the
prioritization results, EECs, project objectives,
conservation measures, conservation alternatives, and
watershed areas (sources, pathways, and sinks). The
team hopes to continue the process with a feasibility
study of the preferred conservation measures, either
funded through PAS or alternative mechanisms. For more
information and regular updates, please check the project
website: PartakeInPeoriaLakes.org.
During the planning process, the project received a
great deal of positive media attention:
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Peoria Public Radio’s Cass Herrington covered
the Peoria Lakes and the USACE PAS funding
announcement.



TCRPC’s Eric Miller, Steve Van Winkle, and
Russ Crawford sat down with H. Wayne Wilson
on an episode of PBS’s “At Issue” to discuss the
Peoria Lakes planning process.



WEEK Channel 25 News covered the first public
open house.



TCRPC’s Ray Lees and Eric Miller discussed
Peoria Lakes issues on Peoria Journal Star’s
“Tarter Source” podcast, #59, with Steve Tarter.



TCRPC’s Russ Crawford shared his memories of
the Peoria Lakes and an update on the planning
process with Cass Herrington of Peoria Public
Radio.



TCRPC Planner Reema Abi-Akar and former
Communication Intern Mackenzie Clauss
authored a Peoria Lakes article published in the
October 2017 issue of InterBusiness Issues (iBi)
magazine.



Central Illinois Proud’s “Bob and Tom’s Excellent
Adventure” aired a segment on the future of the
Illinois River.



Peoria Journal Star’s Steve Tarter covered the
second Peoria Lakes Open House.

The River Has Lost A Champion

Marian Elizabeth Havlik, age 83, died on April 25, 2018 in Gainesville, Florida where she resided
for the last two years. Marian formerly lived in La Crosse where she was known as the “Clam
Lady.”
Marian graduated from Saint Francis School of Nursing in La Crosse in 1955 and worked for
many years as a registered nurse. However, Marian’s life changed following her oldest
daughter’s science fair project on river mussels in 1969. Marian became intrigued with
mussels and this avocation became a new career path. In 1976, she received a Busch
Foundation Fellowship and studied at The Ohio State University with malacologist Dr. David
Honor Stansbery, who was her valued mentor over his lifetime. Also in 1976, the Higgins Eye
Pearlymussel was listed as a Federally endangered species and became a keystone species for
Marian.
In 1977, she founded her business Malacological Consultants that conducted unionid mollusk
field studies, mussel translocations, literature searches, and other research projects in the
Upper Mississippi River System for numerous state and Federal agencies, and companies.
Marian was the first in the Upper Midwest to give mussels a voice and their rightful place in the
ecosystem. One of her initial actions was to take on the US Army Corps of Engineers’ dredging
practices in the East Channel of the Mississippi River at Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin where the
largest concentration of Higgins Eye Pearlymussel was located.
At her memorial service, the priest described Marian as tenacious and that she was. Mussels
are the most endangered group of animals in North America and Marian was dedicated to
changing their plight and making their story known.
Marian received many prestigious awards over her career including: the William J. Clinch
Award from the Freshwater Mollusk Conservation Society in 2003; the Wisconsin Women’s
Council’s Trailblazer Business Award in 2007; the Friend of the River Award from the Mississippi
River Research Consortium in 2008; and a 20‐year River Rat Award and silver coin from the
Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee in 2014.
Marian’s papers can be found at the La Crosse Public Library, Murphy Library at the University
of Wisconsin‐La Crosse, and the Florida Museum of Natural History. Mussel specimens have
USFWS
also been donated to the Milwaukee Public Museum, the Ohio State University’s Museum of
Biological Diversity, the Bell Museum, and at other museums.
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UMR News
2018 Iowa Mussel Blitz
In 2018, we completed 61 of the 62 sites, pulled 610 quadrates and searched the river over 106
hours. Those are amazing numbers and thanks again to all that helped. The sheer volume of people who
worked the blitz was great. We had no serious injuries and thanks for your pa ence especially in the morn‐
ing. It is like moving a small army to all the diﬀerent ramps and access points. I could blab on and on about
the coopera on of the various agencies and volunteers. It is truly a special event that YOU make hap‐
pen. The mussels thank all of you from the bo om of their pericardial cavity!
2018 Blitz by the numbers (preliminary results), I tried to compare as best possible with 2014:
1. The blitz crews collected around 1500 live mussels of 20 live species in 2014, in 2018, we collect‐
ed 1364 shells of 22 live species.
2. Since 2005, fluted shell, lilliput, mucket, and round pigtoe have been collected periodically in low
numbers from Iowa River blitz’s, but were not collected the 2014 and 2018 eﬀorts.
3. Since 2005, med searches ranged between around 11 mussels collected per hour to 49 mussels
collected per hour (2011 blitz). The 2014 and 2018 surveys are on the lower ends of the spectrum
with catch rates of around 11 to 13 mussels collected per hour.
4. In 2018, 61 of the 62 sites were surveyed. We collected 610 quadrates, and searched 106.4
hours.
5. The quad CPUE was around 0.39 mussels per meter (60 live individuals) in 2014 and 0.21 in 2018
(37 individuals), We collected around 0.2 in past surveys of Wapsi River as well. The highest density
at any one spot on the Iowa River in 2014 was 3.2 mussels per meter which occurred at sites 33
(below IWL) and 59 (by High lines). Those sites were both zeros in 2018. In the 2018 survey, the
highest density in a quad was site 17 with 1.2 mussels per meter. In 2014, the upper pool sites 1 – 5
seemed to support significant reproduc on but that was not seen in 2018.
6. In, 2014, the team collected six Higgins eye pearly mussels. Three were new specimens and
three Higgins eyes had been collected in previous surveys.In 2018, only one Higgins eye was collected
and it was thought to be around 14 years old da ng back to the origins of the stocking program
7. Zero mussels were found at 17 of the 61 sites (28%). The searches inside and outside the quads
were nearly a coin flip if any mussels would be found. Mussels were found at only 4% of the quads.
8. Like all our other river surveys. Mussels in Iowa rivers seem to have a clumped and sca ered dis‐
tribu on making them diﬃcult to survey. However, knowing where to protect the clumps is key to
maintaining their popula ons.
‐Sco Gri ers, IADNR

USFWS
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UMR News
2018 Vegeta on Sampling
The Tuesday August 14th Harpers Slough vegeta on sampling went very well. 17 boats and 46 people
showed up for the sampling event and accomplished a large number of the 246 sampling points. A HUGE
thank you goes out to all involved and all of their hard work is much appreciated! Staﬀ were present from
WIDNR, MNDNR, Iowa DNR, USFWS (headquarters, Winona, La Crosse, McGregor, Savannah), ACOE (St. Paul
and Rock Island), along with volunteers. Many hands made light work and it was a very enjoyable day on
the water for all. Once again, thank you to all involved!
‐Cale Severson, WIDNR
Pool 10 was sampled August 15th and 16th, 2018. On August 15th we had sixteen boats with a total of 48
people. Out of the 306 sites (including land verifica on), we completed 267 sites. Lightning cut our first sam‐
pling day short. On August 16th, Wendy from the McGregor USFWS oﬃce and Myself (Kyle from IA DNR
LTRMP sta on) completed the remaining 39 sites. We had personnel from IA DNR, WI DNR, USFWS
(Headquarters, Winona, McGregor, Savannah, and Carterville oﬃces), USACE (St. Paul and Rock Island Dis‐
tricts) and numerous volunteers.
I would once again like to thank everyone who helped on lower Pool 10 vegeta on sampling! You all did a
great job.
‐Kyle Bales, IADNR

USFWS

Photo credit: Stephen Winter
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Recent Publications
Evaluating potential effects of bigheaded carps on fatty acid profiles of multiple trophic
levels in large rivers of the Midwest, USA. Published in the journal Food
Webs. doi.org/10.1016/j.fooweb.2018.e00095
Authors: Andrea Fritts, Brent Knights, Toben Lafrancois, Jon Vallazza, Lynn Bartsch,
Michelle Bartsch, William Richardson, Sean Bailey, Rebecca Kreiling, and Byron
Karns
This link provides free access to the paper until 6 Oct
2018: https://authors.elsevier.com/a/1XZUB_rU~KIio4
The regular URL for accessing the
paper: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.fooweb.2018.e00095

Spatial and temporal variance in fatty acid and stable isotope signatures across
trophic levels in large river systems. Published in the journal River Research and
Applications DOI: 10.1002/rra.3295
Authors: Andrea Fritts, Brent Knights, Toben Lafrancois, Lynn Bartsch, Jon Vallazza,
Michelle Bartsch, William Richardson, Byron Karns, Sean Bailey, and Rebecca
Kreiling

USFWS
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Coordinator’s Message
This summer was an ac ve me for many of you on the river. This issue
of the newsle er highlights many of those ac vi es from sampling for
mussels in Iowa waters to vegeta on sampling in Harper’s Slough and
Pool 10. Other ac vi es have not been as lucky with a number of
events postponed or cancelled due to high water. The adjacent picture
proves that I escaped my oﬃce, le the email behind, and got out on
the river for some hoop ne ng, larval fish sampling, and the recent
RRAT coordina on trip. I appreciate every minute that I have on this
great river. As I talk with folks who care about the river, I’m gathering
ideas and perspec ves on what the role of the UMRCC is for today’s
Mississippi River. Much like the river, the UMRCC has a rich history
which we will highlight at our upcoming 75th Anniversary in LaCrosse. While we recognize our past, we
must look to the future and con nue to work to meet the objec ves set forth for our organiza on.


Promote preserva on and wise u liza on of natural and recrea onal resources of the Upper Mississppi
River.



Formulate policies, plans and programs for carrying on coopera ve surveys and studies.



Provide recommenda ons to governing State bodies in support of the objec ves of the UMRCC.

Our day to day tasks some mes get in the way of thinking about the big picture. As we approach our 75th
anniversary, I encourage all of you to think about how we got here. Consider the footprint of the UMRCC,
our ability to influence conserva on of the Mississippi River, and the hard work that paved the previous 74
years. Consider bringing those ideas to future mee ngs and help us build on the next 75 years of the UM‐
RCC.

USFWS
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Upcoming Meetings

USFWS
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UMRCC Chairperson
Rob Maher - Illinois Delegate - Illinois DNR - Alton, IL
UMRCC Vice-Chairperson
Jeff Janvrin - Wisconsin Delegate - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI

UMRCC Board Members
Brad Parsons - Minnesota Delegate - Minnesota DNR - St. Paul, MN
Randy Schulz - Iowa Delegate - Iowa DNR - Brighton, IA
Matt Vitello - Missouri Delegate - Missouri DC - Jefferson City, MO
Adam Thiese - Secretary & Treasurer - Iowa DNR - Fairport, IA
Jordan Weeks - Fish Section Chairperson - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI
Mike Faspohler - Wildlife Section Chairperson - Missouri DOC - Hannibal, MO
Molly Sobotka - Water Quality Section Chairperson - Missouri DC - Jackson, MO
Trevor Tracey - Law Enforcement Chairperson - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI
David Heath - Mussel Section Chairperson - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI
Brenda Kelley - OREIT Section Chair - Wisconsin DNR - La Crosse, WI
Sabrina Chandler - Refuge Observer - USFWS - Winona, MN
Neal Jackson - Coordinator - USFWS - Carterville, IL
The Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee (UMRCC) was established in 1943 with the goal to: “Promote the
preservation and wise utilization of the natural and recreational resources of the Upper Mississippi River and to formulate policies,
plans, and programs for conducting cooperative studies”.
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