
Walt Disney Co has been making movies for over a century. One of their most successful movies, The Lion 
King aired in 1994. While it is true that lions are naturally governed by male lions, the Lion King presents a 
well done job of the few female characters showing that they are not to be pushed around. There are only 
a handful of female characters in a male driven cast, Shenzi is the only female character to be in any sort of 
power. She is the leader of the rest of the Hyenas even though she still is subordinate to a male character, 
Scar. However, Sarabi may be Queen and Nala her successor but the two of them don’t hold much power in 
regards to the other lions. The part that makes them bold female characters is when Nala is able to physical-
ly pin Simba on multiple occasions, and that she is the only lioness to leave and seek help after Scar’s 
terrible reign. Sarabi maintains her noble demeanor when she is summoned by scar. She keeps her head 
held high as she walks past his ravaging minions and speaks to him as if he is not above herself.  Female 
characters may be underrepresented but, the few that remain are not always to be forgotten and dimished 
for being female.

THE LION KING UNIVERSE 
FAMILY / POWER DYNAMIC

PROGESSION OF GENDER ROLES:

Simba is born, and they hold a 
celebration at Pride Rock for the 
birth of the heir. However, Scar is 
not to be seen at the event which 
causes Zazu and Mufasa to pay 
him a visit. 
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Simba pays a visit to his uncle 
Scar whom tells him about an 
elephant graveyard. Scar has 
plotted telling Simba about the 
Elephant Graveyard because he 
knows the immaturity of the 
young lion, and hopes to put him 
in danger.   

Nala is convinced about 
adventuring to the Elephant 
Graveyard with Simba. She 
embarks alongside him as they 
try to rid themselves of Zazu, who 
is watching over them.   

Zazu points out that Simba and 
Nala are betrothed hinting that 
Nala is simply a romatantic 
interest at this point in the movie. 
Simba and Nala seem disgusted 
by this since they strictly view 
each other as best friends.   
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The Elephant Graveyard proves 
to be dangerous as the Hyenas 
show up looking for a snack. 
They follow Scar, and while Scar 
wants to King dead, he also 
needs the heir gone. Mufasa 
ultimately ends up saving both 
Nala and Simba from what could 
have been an untimely demise. 
Nala is sent home while Mufasa 
stearnly talks to his son.   

Since the Hyena attack didn’t 
go as plan, Scar plotted a 
second attempt to get rid of 
both Mufasa and Simba. 
Simba follows Scar in trust 
before he starts a stampede 
and baits Mufasa into saving 
his son.  Mufasa has died, 
and Simba believes it is his 
fault and runs away per Scar’s 
request.   

Simba grows up in the jungle 
with Timon and Pumbaa until 
another lioness comes 
crashing through, hunting 
Timon and Pumbaa. Simba 
goes into fight her. 

Simba ends up returning to Pride 
Rock after a run in with Rafiki. He 
has a standoff with Scar and 
reclaims the Pridelands.   

Nala is the lioness; she 
had left Pride Rock on her 
own accord to find help 
since Scar had brought it 
to ruins. She took it upon 
herself to try and save her 
home. She desperately 
talks Simba into returning 
home. If he doesn’t, she’ll 
leave without him. 

Nala hears from Scar that 
both Mufasa and Simba 
have passed. She is 
forlorned.    
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