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Wait, what? This doesn’t look like a normal Ballast...

Just ten years ago, November 22, 1939, 
the first issue of  Ballast appeared. From 
this issue and the six others which followed 
during the first year, one is able not only to 
see in what ways Ballast has changed, but 
also to perceive what various clubs were ac-
complishing and what the girls were doing.    

Different Appearance
Each issue of  Ballast consisted of  four 

pages, and had no literary supplement. From 
a journalistic viewpoint the standard was not 
as high as it is today. There were, however, 
several regular columns which are no longer 
printed. Among them was the Boiler Room, 
a column composed of  letters written to the 
editors, and Campus Crisis, which told of  
amusing incidents that had befallen the stu-
dents and teachers. 

Name Chosen
Before the first issue a contest was held 

to choose a name for the new school paper. 
The school magazine was already called Car-
goes; therefore Ballast was selected for the 
paper, since “ballast and cargoes are consid-
ered together, ‘the quantity and distribution 
of  the former being dependent on the lat-
ter’.” 

Clubs and Their Programs
There were several clubs that are not 

in existence today; namely, the Choral, the 
Peace, and the Camera clubs. The latter one 
had just been formed by the camera enthusi-
asts; also new that year was the Choral Club 
for Nines and Tens only. Their first spring 
they gave a successful concert and tea dance 
in the gym. 

The purpose of  the Peace Club was to 
hold discussions on various ways of  paving 
the way for world peace. International Rela-
tions has now taken the place of  this orga-
nization. 

The clubs still active today also enjoyed 
a busy season. The highlight of  the year for 
the members of  Boots and Saddles was the 
Polo game they saw at Newark. Maskers 
produced a series of  radio plays and gave 
The Merchant of  Venice as their annual 
spring performance. 

Glee Club worked hard for the Christ-
mas pageant and for the joint concert they 
had with The Riverdale School for Boys.

Other School Events
One of  the big occasions ten years ago 

was the Sophomores’ play, The Ivory Door; 
another, the Junior class party entitled Big 
Broadcast of  ‘41. A great success was the 
Spring Prom for Juniors and Seniors that 
was held in the Gym decorated as an Eng-
lish garden. 

Much was done with sports besides the 
regular program of  the year. Thanks to Miss 
Hortense Day, the present assistant princi-
pal, the school had an ice-skating rink in the 
guise of  flooded tennis courts. Lights were 
erected for night skating and someone do-
nated her victrola for music. One gay week-
end some of  the boarders went to Skytop, 
Pennsylvania, for skiing. 

BY FRANCES HOLT

First Issues of  Ballast Reveal School Life Ten Years Ago  
NOVEMBER 18 ,  1949

Dear Reader, 
Welcome to the first ever Ballast archives issue! Over the span of  this year, we current editors have had a vision to 

publish more specialized issues, and I’ve chosen this archives themed one as my special publication to share with you. 
I first ventured into the archives many years ago in search of  some STAR related content for an article I was writing. 
Since then, I’ve loved to utilize the resources and old Ballasts that the archives has to offer, and have made it a per-
sonal mission to share some of  the archived content with the rest of  our community. That goal led to the creation of  
the column “Ballast From the Past” in this volume of  Ballasts, a column dedicated to the reactions and recreations of  
some old articles. Now, I’ve been given a larger platform to share some broader old Kent Place history in this issue. 

So how does it work? Well, Ballast has existed since 1939, so there’s clearly been a lot of  time for the evolution 
of  columns, ads, and structure. I’ve done my best to mold the plethora of  decades into one uniform structure that 
you see on this page right now. In this issue, you’ll find a variety of  columns that have existed over the years, along 
with some new interpretations of  said columns to fit our more modern Ballast. Back in the day, every Ballast issue 
was crammed to the max with words, and I’ve tried to give you a flavor of  that with this strategic layout. And to give 
some clarity as to what you’re seeing, I’ve added “Editor’s Notes” on little post-its throughout this Ballast - they sure 
are hard to miss! First note: the header above, plus the rest of  this issues’s headers, is the original header from 1939! 
The pages are also this tan color, since all of  the old newspapers have tinted into this shade over the years. 
 Well that’s it! I hope you enjoy your little blast to the past by reading this issue. 

 Happy reading, 
 Deanna Hanchuk, Editor in Chief 

An Anniversary 
BY ANNE WATERSON 
F E B Rua Ry  25 ,  1949

This issue, as the School probably 
knows, marks an anniversary for Bal-
last. Ten years ago, an enterprising 
group of  students and teachers, headed 
by Elisabeth Fuller, Virginia Reiner, and 
Miss Anne Healy, inaugurated this paper 
whose purpose was, as the name implies, 
to serve as a balance to school life, to 
keep the good ship Kent Place sailing on 
an even keel. We feel that Ballast has ful-
filled this purpose, helping to relieve the 
hard work of  school by providing enter-
tainment and food for thought. 

We have endeavored to uphold the 
fine standards first established for Bal-
last. We hope that everyone feels that 
Ballast is her paper, belonging to and 
representing the whole school, not a 
chosen few. Since we do want the school 
to feel this way, we are reviving a feature 
which was popular a few years ago- a 

“Letter to the Editors” column. We 
hope that the response to this will be 
as enthusiastic as it was to the Student 
Government suggestion box, and that 
everyone will feel free to express her 
opinion on any subject worth thinking 
about. 

It is a great privilege to have a school 
newspaper. It is a means of  catching up 
on school news and of  keeping in touch 
with our Alumnae. It gives many the 
thrill of  seeing their names in print. It 
brings to light literary and artistic talent. 
And it provides a wonderful experience 
and a sense of  achievement for mem-
bers of  its staff. Because our paper of-
fers such opportunities, it deserves the 
highest efforts of  everyone connected 
with it, so that Ballast may keep on im-
proving through the years. 

WELCOME 

TO THE 

ARCHIVES 

ISSUE! 

Ballast: A History 

Featured in this section are two articles from 

1949-- the tenth anniversary of  Ballast’s first 

publication. The staff  members did a great job 

explaining the beginnings of  this school paper, 

along with its purpose in our community, so 

I’ve included them here to show you how it all 

began... 
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Are those all ads? Yep! Back in the day, Ballast didn’t 
have any school funding, so adver-tisements were key in getting this 

paper published.  Sometimes full 
pages of  Ballast were covered in 
these tiny ads just so a few articles 
could get released to the commu-nity. 

Here at Kent Place, we would NEV-
ER bother with petty gossip about our 
fellow lady dragons, but there’s no harm 
in knowing some of  the going-ons of  our 
fellow KPS students. So if  you want to 
stay in the know, here’s a little sneak peek 
through the keyhole into the lives of  our 
scholar-leaders. 

Firstly, although Kent Place girls tech-
nically should have never had interacted 
with any boys, it is reported that many 
girls have been attending other boys’ 
proms! Many girls have attended proms 
at St. Peter’s Prep, Delbarton, Oratory, 
and other schools. We hope these girls 
have had fabulous (but scholarly) nights! 
If  you’ve got any tips about the specific 
details of  these proms, please let us know 
-- we here at “Thru the Keyhole” believe 
that the more knowledge, the better! 

Of  course, KPS lady dragons have 
their own prom to worry about. The 
KPS Social Committee has done its best 
to make sure there is no drama with girls 
wearing the same prom dress with the cre-
ation of  a prom dress account on Insta-
gram. But who knows what fashion faux 
pas may have occurred at the prom? We’ll 
need your help, our faithful readers, to get 
us the updates we need to most accurately 
report on the drama of  the report! Did 
multiple girls somehow wear the same 
prom dress, even with the valiant efforts 
of  Charlotte Hagerty to ensure otherwise? 
Dates, of  course, are a whole separate is-
sue. As has been reported earlier, many 
girls have already had interactions with 
the male species by attending other boys’ 
proms, but we can only guess what may 
have happened when so many more KPS 
girls spent an entire prom night with a boy. 
Again, we need YOUR help in getting us 
the deats! 

In faculty drama news, Cargoes dedicat-
ed this year’s KPS yearbook to Mr. Maset 
-- but we wonder if  other teachers were 
vying for that dedication. Could there 
perhaps be tension simmering in the His-
tory Department now that Mr. Maset has 
gained the coveted prize of  the yearbook 
dedication? At least these teachers can still 
compete for being the faculty speaker at 
graduation. Let’s hope the competition 
doesn’t drive the KPS faculty apart! We 
know everyone’s always trying to be the 
favorite faculty member. After all, why 
else would Dr. McCreary bring his ador-
able children to school everyday if  not to 
show off  to the KPS girls hoping to win 
their adoration? Why else would Dr. Shah 
always have a steady supply of  mints?

Well, that’s it for “Thru the Keyhole” 
this year! Catch us next year reporting on 
the new KPS drama as the Class of  2019 
usurps the Class of  2018. Will the 2019s 
carry on the 2018s legacy and keep mak-
ing this community better? Or will they 
run the Palace into the ground? Probably 
the latter, but no matter what, we, “Thru 
the Keyhole,” will be here through it at all! 

- J u N E  7 ,  1949

-M a y  9 ,  1946

- J u N E  1 ,  2018
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‘Pinion Polls were popular in Ballast during the 1950’s- they’re an easy way to 
get a glimpse of  the student population’s opinions! They also didn’t have great 
graphics then, so these polls were just taken by numbers, without the colorful pie 
charts! 

Dear Amy,

I lost my ID a few weeks ago and as of  now 
I have been able to get around school with-
out needing to have it. I have honestly tried 
to look for it, but it seems to have vanished 
off  the face of  the Earth! Recently, they 
have enacted a new rule that you only use 
a loner ID three times a trimester- but what 
am I supposed to do if  I need it for the rest 
of  the year?! I know there is an option to 
purchase a replacement ID, but who wants 
to spend $25 on a piece of  plastic that I have 
to give back at the end of  the year anyways? 
Anything advice would be appreciated.

- Hopeless and in an Identity Crisis

Dear Hopeless,

We’ve all been there! Sneaking around the 
school in hopes of  a teacher not notic-
ing our vulnerable necks without the green 
lanyard. First, I recommend double check-
ing at home and even in your car because I 
know many students who have paid for the 
replacement ID, only to find their original 
after the purchase. Have you checked your 
locker? The lounge? Your sports bag? If  this 
doesn’t work out, you’ve just got to bite the 
bullet my friend: time to buy a replacement 
ID. Yes! $25 is a lot for a piece of  plastic, but 
it will also liberate you from the low profile 
you are forced to keep without an ID. Re-
placement ID or not, I know plenty of  kids 
that were able to make it through the year 
with or without one, but keep in mind that 
having an ID is part of  dresscode. Best of  
luck, Hopless!

Best,
Amy

Dear Amy,

Prom season is here! As my peers get excited 
about their dresses, I am stressed about find-
ing a date! My packed school schedule was 
not optimal for my social agenda and I have 
no suitors to ask to prom!! Everyone in my 
grade seems to have a date- except me :( . 
What do I do? Do you know anyone I can 
ask?? HELP!

- Desparate and Dateless

Dear Desparate,
I know all of  the movies show the per-

fect couple at prom dancing together dur-
ing the slow dance and kissing as they are 
crowned Prom King and Prom Queen. As 
much as I would like to say that high school 
is just like High School Musical 3- it’s not. Prom 
will be amazing and don’t let having a date 
determine your experience. If  you end up 
getting a date, then here is my advice: go 
with someone you are comfortable with. 
This might seem glaringly obvious, but prom 
will be reeeaaallly long if  all you have to say 

to your date is “hi.” You want to be able to 
have fun and if  you can’t find someone that 
fits the job description, don’t bother bring-
ing a date. It’s not a social faux pas to go with 
a group of  friends- in fact many agree that 
prom was more fun with just their friends! 
Desparate, don’t get caught up in all of  the 
social expectations, just do what makes you 
happy and allow you to have the best time 
at prom!

Sincerely,
Amy

Crisis Corner/Ask Amy 
Over the years, Ballast has had its fair share of  advice columns. From “Crisis Corner” in the 1950’s to “Ask Amy” in the late 2000’s, one anonymous Ballast member has 

taken the burden onto herself  to answer your dire questions. Read her replies below! 

‘Pinion Polls

What are you the most excited for for the 
end of  the school year?
Step Sing: 16
Summer: 6
The Last Week: 5
Prom: 4
Graduation: 3
Finishing Final Projects: 3

What is your favorite event at KPS?
Stix: 14
Spirit Week: 10
Cider and Donuts: 8
Step Sing: 6
Star: 2

Sure! On the previous page, we’ve included “Over 

the Fence” and “Thru the Keyhole” both from the 

‘40’s. “Over the Fence” was a news column about 

things going on outside of  KP, and “Thru the Key-

hole” was a gossip column- I can’t even imagine hav-

ing that in Ballast now! “Sportrait,” to the left, is from 

the ‘60s and is a “sports portrait” of  KP athletes 

during that time (isn’t it cool that we used to have a 

cheerleading squad?) Other columns we included 

were “‘Pinion Polls,” “Crisis Corner,” and “Ask Amy.”  

Others we considered including were “She Said/She 

Said” (and op-ed column) and “The Crow’s Nest” (a 

satire column).  

What do you like the most about the CFI?
The library: 19
Amount of  sitting/working areas: 18
Art rooms/art gallery: 2
Math studio: 2

What is your favorite lunch at KPS?
Stromboli: 6
Quesadillas: 5
Turkey Burgers: 5
Mac & Cheese: 4
Breakfast for Lunch: 3
Pizza: 3
Chicken Fingers: 3
Tacos: 3
Caesar Salad: 2-M a y  26 ,  1967

- J u N E  1 ,  2018

-O c t O B E R  2015

- J u N E  1 ,  2018

Tell me about the columns!
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Ballast Header Guessing Game
The Ballast header has surely changed over the years! Can you guess which year each Ballast header is from? (the potential years are listed below and an-

swers are on the bottom of  the page) 

Potential years: 1967, 1974, 1977, 1981, 1984, 1990, 1997, 2001, 2010, 2011

1) I think this header is from... 

__________________________________

2) I think this header is from... 

__________________________________

3) I think this header is from... 

__________________________________

4) I think this header is from... 

__________________________________

5) I think this header is from... 

__________________________________

6) I think this header is from... 

__________________________________

7) I think this header is from... 

__________________________________

8) I think this header is from... 

__________________________________

9) I think this header is from... 

__________________________________

10) I think this header is from... 

__________________________________

1977, 1981, 1997, 1984, 1967, 2011, 1990, 2010, 1974, 2001


