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Felony
Disenfranchisement
are laws that disallow
individuals with a prior
conviction of a felony
offense the right to vote.
Such laws vary from
state to state.1

Voter Education Rights
Felony Disenfranchisement Laws
Scope of the Problem
 Almost six million
Americans are restricted
from voting due to felony
disenfranchisement laws.2
 Due to state laws, of all
individuals that are
currently disenfranchised,
approximately 45% of
those individuals will
never have their right to
vote restored.1
 About 13% of all African
American men have
permanently had their
voter rights revoked due
to felony
disenfranchisement laws.2

History of the Problem
 In 1890, Mississippi was the
first state to pass felony
disenfranchisement laws.3
 Due to a rapid increase in
prison population, the
number of individuals that
were restricted from voting
increased from 1.1 million in
1980 to 5.85 million in 2010
due to felony
disenfranchisement.4
 In a variety of states,

incarcerated individuals that
are restricted from voting are
still counted as a part of the
county population of the
location of the prison (instead
of their hometown), which
contributes to prison
gerrymandering.5

Pennsylvania
 According to 2010
statistics, approximately
54,872 individuals were
prohibited from voting in
the state of Pennsylvania
due to incarceration.4

Lorem Ipsum

Felony Disenfranchisement
across the U.S.
 Currently, Iowa, Kentucky, and Florida
all have laws that permanently prohibit
individuals with felony convictions from
voting.6
 Vermont and Maine grant all residents
the ability to vote, including those that
are currently incarcerated. 6
 New York, Connecticut, Colorado, and
California prohibit those in prison and
on parole from voting.6
 14 states: Massachusetts, Rhode Island,
Maryland, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana,
Illinois, Utah, New Hampshire, North
Dakota, Montana, Michigan, Hawaii,
Oregon, and, District of Columbia
prohibit people in prison from voting.6
 Six states, Nevada, Arizona, Wyoming,
Tennessee, Mississippi, and Alabama
prohibit some individuals with felony
convictions from voting.6
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Pennsylvania laws

Who CAN vote?
 Pretrial Detainees (all individuals
who are in correctional facilities
that are currently waiting trial).7
 Individuals serving a sentence for a
misdemeanor offense only (i.e.
simple assault, petty theft, retail
theft, simple possession of any
drug).7
 Individuals who have been released
(or will be released by the date of
the next election) from a
correctional facility or halfway
house upon completion of their
term of incarceration for conviction
of a misdemeanor or a felony.7
 Individuals who are on probation or
released from parole. 7
 Individuals under house arrest
(regardless of their conviction
status or the status of their
conditions of confinement).7

Who CANNOT vote?
 Citizens that currently
reside in a halfway house
due to a felony conviction
or those who are currently
on pre-release status.8
 Anyone who has been
proven guilty of a violation
of Pennsylvania’s election
laws within the past 4
years.8
 Individuals that are
currently incarcerated due
to a felony conviction and
are not scheduled to be
released before the date of
the upcoming election.8
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