
 
 

MATN SPRING 2019 INSTITUTE PRESENTATION SELECTION 
BREAKOUT A: 1:20 – 2:20 p.m. 

 
Attendees may choose ONE presentation for Breakout A. Please choose from the selections below. 

 
PRESENTER PRESENTATION 
Shari Lorch 
Occupational Therapist, HCPSS 
 
Kristina John-Gabriel 
Instructional Technology, HCPSS 
 
Shari Beth Dardick Lorch, MS, OTR/L, 
began her career in occupational therapy 
in 1992 and joined the staff of HCPSS in 

How Block Code Can Be Used to Meet IEP Objectives with Students with ASD 
[Continues into Session B] 
See how a technology teacher and an occupational therapist supported students with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) not learning in specific areas via traditional methods, instead using block 
code as a way to meet various IEP objectives. We will share what we did to pilot this program as well 
as how we have expanded. Participants will walk away with ideas and strategies for teaching computer 
programing to this under-represented population, and next steps for application and expansion in this 
regard. Participants will also be able to explore some of the tools we used with students. 
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2006. She currently works in multiple 
schools and serves students from age 3-
21. She has always been a proponent of 
underserved populations and supporting 
those without the means or abilities to 
advocate for themselves. Previously Shari 
was on staff with local hospitals, school 
systems, nursing homes and with the 
Maryland Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene. Shari holds multiple 
degrees in occupational therapy and 2 
certificates in educational leadership. 
 
Kristina John-Gabriel currently works as 
an instructional technology teacher at 
Running Brook Elementary in the Howard 
County Public School System. Prior to 
becoming an instructional technology 
teacher, she had taught 4th and 5th 
grade. Kristina typically had many 
students with IEPs and often worked 
closely with the special educators to 
provide appropriate instruction for those 
students. She has a Master’s Certificate in 
Leadership in Technology Education from 
JHU and a MAE in STEM Leadership from 
UMBC. She as a BS in Psychology from 
UMCP and a BA in Elementary Education 
from Bowie State.  
 

Target Audience: 
X Early Childhood 
 General AT 
 Accessible Education Materials 
X Education Learning 
 Augmentative Communication 
 Blind/Low Vision 
 Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
X Transition 

Learning Objectives: 
1. Share how an Occupational Therapist and technology teacher developed a program to 

support students with Autism Spectrum Disorder using Block Code. 
2. Discuss how to identify and support students who may be overlooked in traditional 

programming. 
3. Provide strategies for linking block code activities to IEP objectives. 

 

Tabi Jones-Wohleber 
SLP / ACT Team Leader, FCPS 
 
A 2002 graduate of Penn State University, 
Tabi Jones-Wohleber’s career path has 
focused on AAC from the beginning. Tabi 
is an SLP on the Assistive Technology 
Team for Frederick County Public Schools 
in Maryland, and also works with WV Birth 

Model as a MASTER PAL: Supporting Exemplar Communication Partners 
A MASTER PAL, or “skilled partner” of an individual who uses AAC engages in authentic and 
meaningful interactions. However, developing such skills with communication partners is an on-going, 
nuanced and gradual process. This session lays out a framework for meaningful team dialogue to 
identify, describe, and discuss interaction behaviors of exemplar communication partners, in 
digestible chunks. Model as a MASTER PAL has been implemented in a school-based setting, but the 
content and structure are relevant across environments where AAC communication partners require 
support to understand and engage in authentic communicative interactions. Participants will be 
provided access to and an overview of Model as a MASTER PAL modules on the following topics: 
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to Three. Though she supports students 
with a variety of assistive technology 
needs, most of her time and creative 
energy is devoted to supporting the 
communication and learning needs of 
students with significant disabilities. Tabi 
has shared some of her best ideas on 
www.PrAACticalAAC.com. She has also 
co-authored a chapter on Visual Supports 
in Interventions for Individuals with 
Autism Spectrum Disorders and Complex 
Communication Needs. Tabi is deeply 
passionate about giving students a voice, 
and empowering teams to creatively 
support students with complex 
communication needs. Tabi presents on 
AAC implementation topics at local, state 
and national conferences. 
 
 
 

Model AAC, Motivate, Accept Multiple Modalities, Statements more than Questions, Time (Wait Time 
& Time for Langauge Development), Engage Naturally, Response Not Required, Presume 
Competence, Appropriate Prompting, and Let the Child Lead. 
 
Target Audience: 

 Early Childhood 
 General AT 
 Accessible Education Materials 
 Education Learning 
X Augmentative Communication 
 Blind/Low Vision 
 Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
 Transition 

 
Learning Objectives: 
 

1. Participants will identify 5 or more interaction behaviors that foster effective and meaningful 
implementation of AAC. 

2. Participants will identify 2 barriers to effective AAC implementation related to training and 
supporting communication partners. 

3. Participants will describe 2 factors that improve the effectiveness of communication partner 
training. 

 
Lauri Silver 
Assistive Technology Specialist 
 
Vince Evans 
Assistive Technology Specialist 
 
Lauri Silver is a Special Educator with over 
15 years experience working in the field of 
Assistive Technology. She received a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Special 
Education from West Chester University 
and holds a Masters of Science degree in 
Special Education Technology from Johns 
Hopkins University. Lauri has a variety of 
experience in special education, assistive 
technology, and professional 

The Changing Focus of Assistive Technology in Maryland 
This session will be dedicated toward providing insight into the current status of the Maryland 
Assistive Technology Steering Committee. The session will comprise of two segments. In the first 
segment, information will be shared related to the release of the Maryland AT in the IEP Guidebook. 
The focus of this session will be directed toward how Assistive Technology has become an integral 
part of an IEP and the importance of it as specially designed instruction.  
 
The second segment will provide information on the participation of 16 Assistive Technology Teams 
from around the state who participated in the Changing Role of the AT Team Cohort Class. As part of 
the outcomes to the course, the Assistive Technology Teams developed long range plans and 
implemented new ways of delivery of AT in their jurisdictions. This segment will consist of a panel of 
AT specialists from across the state who will identify the changes being implemented as a result of the 
course. 
 
Target Audience: 

X Early Childhood 
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development for teachers and leaders in 
the K-12 setting. Currently, Lauri is the 
Program Head of the Instructional Access 
Team for the Howard County Public 
School System. Her passion radiates in 
helping all students access the curriculum 
through universal technology tools.  
 
Vince Evans is a Pennsylvania native who 
has spent over 35 years in the field of 
Special Education. His background 
includes degrees and certificates from 
The Pennsylvania State University, 
Bloomsburg University, and The Johns 
Hopkins University. Currently, he is the 
Director of Assistive Equipment and 
Technology Services for the Harford 
County Public Schools in Maryland. He 
has presented information and studies on 
various topics related to the field of 
Special Education and Assistive 
Technology at the local, state, national 
and international levels 
 

X General AT 
 Accessible Education Materials 
 Education Learning 
X Augmentative Communication 
 Blind/Low Vision 
 Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
 Transition 

 
Learning Objectives: 

1. Identification of the documentation of Assistive Technology in the IEP through MD AT 
Guidebook  

2. Identification of outcomes and current projects from the Changing Role of AT Teams Cohort 
Class 

3. Identification of the role and responsibilities of the Maryland Assistive Technology Steering 
Committee 

 
 

Mark J. Turek 
Assistive Technology/AAC Specialist 
 
Ashley Lankford 
Occupational Therapist 
 
Hannah White 
Speech Language Pathologist 
 
Mark J. Turek, MS, CCC-SLP,	is a speech-
language pathologist and assistive 
technology specialist in Cecil County 
Public Schools.	He has over 40 years in 
education as a teacher, administrator and 
SLP, working in a variety of settings, 

Collaborative Teaming to Promote Generalization of AAC 
 

Assistive technology devices and AAC provides students with a voice and way to access the 
curriculum, but this is only successful when incorporated into the student’s daily routines. This 
session will describe the team approach in a broad sense to include all stakeholders such as 
administration, cafeteria employees, classroom teachers, special educators, special area 
teachers, peers, etc. for implementing AAC devices into daily use to promote generalization. 
Using a case study, participants will learn about the unique role of each member of the student’s 
team, strategies to support AAC in other learning opportunities and environments, and tools to 
support buy-in and carryover at home. 
 
Target Audience: 

 Early Childhood 
x General AT 
x Accessible Education Materials 
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including public school systems, private 
schools, private clinics, state facilities and 
day care settings. He currently serves as 
the CCPS Assistive Technology Team 
leader. He studied at St. Louis (MO) 
University receiving a BS in 
Communication Disorders (1976) and 
Loyola University of MD (1978) where he 
earned his MS in Speech and Language 
Pathology. In 2011, he earned his Assistive 
Technology certification from California 
State University-Dominguez Hills (CA). He 
has served as the state liaison for the 
American Speech-Language and Hearing 
Association (ASHA) Special Interest Group 
(SIG) 16 (School-based Issues) and a 
member of the Eastern Shore CoP for 
Specialized Educators and the Upper 
Shore CoP for Alternative Assessments. 
He is currently a member of ASHA SIG 12 
(AAC) and SIG 16 (School-based Issues) 
and	the MSDE Steering Committee for 
Assistive Technology. 
 
Ashley Lankford, MS, OTR/L, is an 
occupational therapist and a member of 
the assistive technology team at Cecil 
County Public Schools. She studied at 
Shenandoah University, receiving a BS in 
Psychology and Certificate of Healthcare 
Management (2011), and an MS in 
Occupational Therapy (2013). She has also 
received her Assistive Technology 
Certification from California State 
University-Dominguez Hills (CA) and 
Autism Studies Certificate from Towson 
University. She currently serves as a 
member of the Maryland State Steering 
Committee for Occupational and Physical 

x Education Learning 
x Augmentative Communication 
 Blind/Low Vision 
 Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
 Transition 

 
Learning Objectives:  
 

1. Participants will gain an understanding of the roles that members of the IEP team have in 
promoting the daily use of AAC. 

2. Participants will gain an understanding of the role of modeling by all stakeholders to 
support generalization across environments. 

3. Participants will be able to create an action idea of how to apply teaming techniques to 
an identified student. 
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Therapy School Based Programs and was 
awarded the Sarah Burton Visionary 
Leadership Award in 2016. Ashley is 
currently a Doctoral Candidate at Towson 
University pursuing a degree in 
Occupational Science with a focus on 
school-based assistive technology. 
 
Hannah White, MS, CCC-SLP, is currently 
a school-based speech pathologist in 
Cecil County Public Schools. She studied 
at Misericordia University where she 
received her MS degree in Speech-
Language Pathology in 2016. She is part 
of a school wide team that has been 
successful with children using AAC. She 
has plans to pursue her AAC certification. 
Amy Boehman-Pollitt 
Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication Team Leader 
 
Amy has been with the FCPS ACT Team 
since 2013. Prior to that, she worked as a 
Teacher Specialist for Instructional 
Technology for 6 years and a classroom 
teacher for 10 years. In addition, he is an 
adjunct professor at Mount Saint Mary’s 
University in the instructional technology 
program. She lives in Emmitsburg with 
her husband and son. 

Feature Matching: Finding the Best UDL Tools 
The amount of educational technology tools is overhwelming! How does a teacher choose which 
ones will have the most impact while reaching all the students in the class? Feature matching is key! 
Come to this fast-paced session to learn the main features of the best UDL tools that reach all 
learners, regardless of ability, to increase student achievement and independence. A variety of tools 
(Apple and Chrome) will be shared. 
 
Target Audience: 

 Early Childhood 
x General AT 
 Accessible Education Materials 
x Education Learning 
 Augmentative Communication 
 Blind/Low Vision 
 Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
 Transition 

 
Learning Objectives: 

1. Use UDL feature matching to determine which instructional tools have potential to reach more 
learners 

2. Explore a variety of tools and how these tools can be used instructionally 
3. Explore tools and strategies to help increase student achievement  
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