
 
 

MATN SPRING 2019 INSTITUTE PRESENTATION SELECTION 
BREAKOUT B: 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. 

 
Attendees may choose ONE presentation for Breakout B. Please choose from the selections below. 
 
PRESENTER PRESENTATION 
Gayl Bowser, MS Ed. 
 
Gayl Bowser, M.Ed. works as an independent 
consultant Her work focuses on the creation 
of effective, legal and high quality service 
systems that encourage the integration of 
technology into educational programs for 
students with disabilities. Ms. Bowser has 
worked as a Regional and State-level 

Consultation, Collaboration, Coaching: Strategies for Differentiating Your AT Supports 
When we provide AT supports, we wear many hats. Many of us offer direct services to 
students, consultation, collaboration, and coaching and mentoring.  This session will offer 
definitions of consultation, collaboration and coaching as models for assistive technology 
support and review what we know about the times when each strategy might be the most 
effective.  In small groups, we’ll use a case study approach to practice differentiating your 
approach to AT support. 
  
EXAMPLES: 



administrator in Oregon. Formerly the 
Coordinator of the Oregon Technology 
Access Program (OTAP) and the State of 
Oregon’s Specialist in Assistive Technology, 
Gayl currently provides special education 
focused consultation, training and technical 
assistance throughout the United States and 
internationally. Gayl has co-authored 
numerous publications about assistive 
technology including Leading the Way to 
Excellence in AT Services: A guide for school 
administrators, Quality Indicators for Assistive 
Technology: A comprehensive guide to 
assistive technology services; Education 
Tech Points: A Framework for Assistive 
Technology; and Assistive Technology 
Pointers for Parents. 
 
 
 

•Consultation: “Here are several ideas you could use to increase Josh’s communication 
opportunities during circle time.” 
•Collaboration: “Let’s analyze circle time to figure out the best ways we could include 
communication opportunities for Josh.” 
•Coaching: “What are some ways you might look at circle time to identify Josh’s 
communication opportunities? 
  
Target Audience: 
x Early Childhood 
x General AT 
x Accessible Education Materials 
x Education Learning 
x Augmentative Communication 
x Blind/Low Vision 
x Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
x Transition 
  
Learning Objectives: 

1. Describe three characteristics of a consultation approach to AT supports and identify 
times when consultation is effective most effective for AT support. 

2.  Describe three characteristics of a collaborative approach to AT supports and identify 
times when collaboration is most effective for AT support. 

3. Describe three characteristics of a coaching approach to AT supports and identify times 
when coaching is most effective for AT support. 

 
Shari Lorch 
Occupational Therapist, HCPSS 
 
Kristina John-Gabriel 
Instructional Technology, HCPSS 
 
Shari Beth Dardick Lorch, MS, OTR/L, began 
her career in occupational therapy in 1992 
and joined the staff of HCPSS in 2006. She 
currently works in multiple schools and 
serves students from age 3-21. She has 
always been a proponent of underserved 

How Block Code Can Be Used to Meet IEP Objectives with Students with ASD 
[Cont’d from Session A] 
See how a technology teacher and an occupational therapist supported students with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) not learning in specific areas via traditional methods, instead using 
block code as a way to meet various IEP objectives. We will share what we did to pilot this 
program as well as how we have expanded. Participants will walk away with ideas and 
strategies for teaching computer programing to this under-represented population, and next 
steps for application and expansion in this regard. Participants will also be able to explore 
some of the tools we used with students. 
 
Target Audience: 

X Early Childhood 
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populations and supporting those without the 
means or abilities to advocate for themselves. 
Previously Shari was on staff with local 
hospitals, school systems, nursing homes 
and with the Maryland Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene. Shari holds multiple 
degrees in occupational therapy and 2 
certificates in educational leadership. 
 
Kristina John-Gabriel currently works as an 
instructional technology teacher at Running 
Brook Elementary in the Howard County 
Public School System. Prior to becoming an 
instructional technology teacher, she had 
taught 4th and 5th grade. Kristina typically 
had many students with IEPs and often 
worked closely with the special educators to 
provide appropriate instruction for those 
students. She has a Master’s Certificate in 
Leadership in Technology Education from 
JHU and a MAE in STEM Leadership from 
UMBC. She as a BS in Psychology from 
UMCP and a BA in Elementary Education 
from Bowie State.  
 

 General AT 
 Accessible Education Materials 
X Education Learning 
 Augmentative Communication 
 Blind/Low Vision 
 Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
X Transition 

 
Learning Objectives: 

1. Share how an Occupational Therapist and technology teacher developed a program to 
support students with Autism Spectrum Disorder using Block Code. 

2. Discuss how to identify and support students who may be overlooked in traditional 
programming. 

3. Provide strategies for linking block code activities to IEP objectives. 
 

Joan Green  
Speech Language Pathologist 
 
Joan Green is a speech-language 
pathologist, technology coach, and mother of 
4 young adults. She has written several 
books, the most recent titled, “Assistive 
Technology in Special Education: Resources 
to Support Literacy, Communication and 
Learning Differences, 3rd edition. She was an 
early implementer of technology to help 
children and adults of varying abilities speed 

Free Online Resources to Support AAC and AT Implementation 
Do you have trouble keeping up with the ever-changing world of technology and sharing what 
you know with the rest of the school team and the families of students who learn and 
communicate differently? There is never enough time to meet the needs of everyone who can 
benefit from assistive technologies. AAC implementation can feel daunting to those who aren’t 
familiar with the latest evidence based practices. For students who present with dyslexia, 
dysgraphia, ADHD and executive functioning challenges, many free solutions exist that can be 
game changers, but conveying “best practices” to staff and family can lead to additional stress. 
During this presentation, Joan Green will share with you her top picks for extremely helpful 
high quality free resources she has discovered that can make your job easier and help bridge 
the connection with families. 
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up progress toward their goals. She regularly 
speaks on a wide variety of communication, 
cognitive, literacy and learning topics 
focusing on sharing free and low-cost 
web-based resources and strategies that 
empower families and professionals to 
improve engagement and achievement. To 
learn more about her private practice and the 
services she provides locally and online, go 
to www.innovativespeech.com. Joan was 
raised in Buffalo, NY, received her formal 
education and training at Northwestern 
University in Evanston, IL and has lived in the 
Washington DC area for the past 30 years. 
 
 

Target Audience: 
 Early Childhood 
x General AT 
 Accessible Education Materials 
 Education Learning 
x Augmentative Communication 
 Blind/Low Vision 
 Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
x Transition 

Learning Objectives: 
1. Compare and contrast 3 free online sites to assist with AAC implementation to support 

staff and families 
2. Compare and contrast 3 free online sites to assist with using AT tools featuring UDL for 

staff and families 
3. List at least 3 additional free online resources we can all use to assist with keeping up 

with the ever-changing world of assistive technology and sharing what we know. 
Tracy Ann Therese 
Assistive Technology Consultant 
 
Currently employed in Prince George’s 
County Public Schools where I work as 
an Assistive Technology Consultant. 
Have worked for over 5 years with adult 
learners as Anne Arundel Community 
College teaching workforce development 
courses. 

 
Worked previously in a Level 5 
Non-Public school as an Instructional 
Technology Specialist where I did 
considerable research into free and 
readily available educational technology. 
Completed a Masters in Instructional 
Technology including eLearning and 
Instructional Design and Accessibility in 
Instruction. 

Who are You in AT? Addressing the Shifting Function of AT by Building Capacity with 
$CASH$ 
Presentation touches on the paradigm shift in Assistive Technology from expert to coach 
model in building capacity. Sparked by attendance of the 8 week webinar series “The 
Changing Role of AT,” by Gayl Bowser and Denise DeCoste, the presentation introduces 
how to navigate the shift from specialist to coach. Getting staff on board is tough, but AT 
professionals will learn how to get more bang for their training-time buck with CASH, 
Coach, Advise, Share, Harness. This interactive presentation includes links to a wide 
variety of free AT resources. Come as you are or BYOD! 

 
Target Audience: 

x Early Childhood 
x General AT 
x Accessible Education Materials 
x Education Learning 
 Augmentative Communication 
 Blind/Low Vision 
 Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
 Transition 
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Learning Objectives: 

1. Understanding the shift from expert to coach in the function of AT in K12 Education 
2. Strategies for Building Capacity (training retention on a larger scale) in Assistive 

Technology 
3. How CASH, Coaching, Advising, Sharing and Harnessing can be used to build 

capacity in AT 
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Jennifer Loper 
Augmentative and Alternative Communication 
Specialist 
Brianna Quinn 
Assistive Technology Specialist 
 
Jennifer is a speech pathologist specializing 
in augmentative communication in the 
Department of Assistive Equipment and 
Technology Services with Harford County 
Public Schools where she provides 
augmentative communication assessment, 
training, and implementation supports to 
teams, families, and students birth to 21. She 
is also a board member for the professional 
organization SPOHC.  
 
Brianna is an assistive technology specialist 
with Harford County Public Schools where 
she provides assessment, modeling, and 
training to students, staff, and parents on a 
range of assistive technology supports. She 
has provided assistive technology services to 
individuals infancy through adulthood. \ 

Moving forward: One team’s journey towards effective inclusion 
Presenters will share their journey toward effective inclusion of a student with significant 
physical and communication needs across general education settings.  We will discuss the 
impact of a new device on the student’s communication, social, and academic engagement 
and the resulting implications for all staff working with the student. We will focus 
on the identification of barriers and application of strategies to promote enhanced inclusion.  
 
Learning Objectives: 

1.  Examine the barriers to effective inclusion for AAC users with physical disabilities 
2. Describe strategies to facilitate effective use of AAC and accessible education materials 

throughout the school day  
3. Explain the impact of multi-disciplinary collaboration across content areas and 

disciplines 
 
Target Audience: 

 Early Childhood 
 General AT 
X Accessible Education Materials 
 Education Learning 
X Augmentative Communication 
 Blind/Low Vision 
 Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
 Transition 
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