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Workers continue project to bury irrigation pipeline
By Jeff Duewel

Last day of irrigation soon

of the Daily Courier

JEROME PRAIRIE — A
massive excavator scooped
earth and dumped load after
load into a 30-yard dump truck
at the bottom of a significant
canyon.
That’s the quarter-mile section of Sand Creek and the Highline Canal of the Grants Pass
Irrigation District, which was
massively eroded over the winter west of Grants Pass.
On Wednesday, Siskiyou Cascade Construction was busy
doing the second phase of a project to restore the creek bed and
bury an 875-foot pipe to carry
irrigation water.
GPID Manager Don Miller
said the work needs to be done
by Nov. 1, for weather and permitting reasons.
“We’ll get it done as fast as
we can get it done,” Miller said.
The work began recently,
ending the irrigation season
almost a month early for 1,500
or more GPID patrons. Their
season also started a month late
to accommodate the first phase
of the project.
That involved laying the
same 875-foot pipe on top of the
ground and connecting it to the
canal at both ends.
The work was necessary

The final day of irrigation for the Grants Pass Irrigation District is
set for Sept. 29, said GPID Manager Don Miller.
On that day the pumps at the former Savage Rapids Dam site
will be turned off and the canals will stop flowing.
The patrons of the district are advised to get as much watering
done as possible before they pull their own pumps out of their
canals — sunny, warm weather is forecast for next week.
Irrigation season typically ends around Oct. 1.
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The second phase of a Grants Pass Irrigation District project to restore the creek
bed along Sand Creek and bury pipeline to carry irrigation water is underway.
because the section along Sand
Creek eroded into a canyon 25
feet deep in places after an old

concrete spill structure gave
way during a storm in December that brought more than 3

inches of rain.
For Phase 2, the pipe had to
be disconnected and pulled out.

It will be buried five feet or so
below the current streambed,
which will be then built up with
6,000 to 7,000 cubic yards of
material supplied by Robco of
Grants Pass.
Boulders and logs will go in
on top of that, said Justin Gerlitz of Gerlitz Engineering. Sand
Creek has had salmon and steelhead juveniles netted in recent
years in its lower sections, and
the Oregon Department of Fish
and Wildlife requires the creek
and irrigation water be separate.
When all the material is in
place, multiple metal baskets
filled with rocks will be added to
stabilize slopes, Gerlitz said.
When everything is done, the
GPID water will flow independently of Sand Creek. For over
70 years they shared that quarter-mile segment in irrigation
season, before the big blowout in

December.
Siskiyou Cascade Construction is the contractor, and this
phase is expected to cost $1.23
million.
The National Resources Conservation Service is paying for
the pipe-burying phase, some
$659,700.
The remaining $568,000 is
expected to be covered 75 percent by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, which is
paying 75 percent of the first
phase also, with a price tag over
$600,000.
Miller said because of financial uncertainty related to
recent hurricanes, the FEMA
money for the second phase
may be delayed, and GPID
needs to secure a loan.
———
Reach reporter Jeff Duewel
at 541-474-3720 or
jduewel@thedailycourier.com

Obituaries
Terrell Wilton Page Jr.
December 15, 1950 – September, 13, 2017
Terrell Wilton “Terry” Page
Jr. was born December 15,
1950, in Kingville, Texas, to
parents Terrell
and
Helen
Page. When
Terry
was
young,
the
family moved
to New Iberia,
Louisiana. He
attended the
University of
Southwest Louisiana, receiving
his master’s degree in business.
He came to the Rogue Valley in 1979, and in 1980 he got
his Oregon CPA. He then
worked for the Serrage and
Serrage CPA firm in Grants
Pass, Oregon. In 2007, he elected to start his own accounting
business in Medford, Oregon.
He is survived by two aunts
and numerous cousins. No service is planned and donations
may be made to Providence
Hospice.
———

Susan Coyl
Susan Coyl was born March
3, 1949, in San Francisco, California, and died in Grants
Pass, Oregon, on Sunday, September 17, 2017. No memorial
is planned, but donations in her
name to the Association for
Frontotemporal Degeneration
(theaftd.org) are appreciated.

A third-generation San
Franciscan, Susan moved to
Oregon in 1974, where she
walked into her best friend’s
kitchen in Wolf Creek, Oregon,
and met her husband. Married
for 42 years, Mark keeps her
memory, as do their daughter
Shaula, son-in-law Brandon,
and grandson Lucan. Her
extended family is too large to
list here.
In her 68 years, Susan
ranged from San Francisco to
Bali to Oregon and worked as
a candle maker, postal employee, and manager of bingo
games. She was co-founder of
Oregon Wild Hair Moustache
Wax. Susan loved all things
furry, the San Francisco 49ers
and Giants, and the tropics.
Susan was vibrant yet
peaceful; intelligent and funny;
very direct, but with a welcoming heart that drew people to
her. Her generous, adventurous spirit and unmistakable
laugh will be remembered with
love by her family and friends.
———
Robert Edwin Smith, 95, of
Galice died Saturday, Aug. 16,
2017. A celebration of life and
potluck will be on Sept. 30 at 1
p.m at Galice Community Hall.
Hull & Hull Funeral Directors
is in charge of arrangements.
———
To place an obituary, call
Tamara Stuebing or Caroline
Pitts at 541-471-7702 or email
obits@thedailycourier.com

Woman dies in motorcycle crash
MERLIN — A passenger on
a motorcycle was killed in a
collision with a pickup truck
Wednesday on Hog Creek Road
near Galice Road.
Debra J. Welsh, 49, of Merlin was dead at the scene of the
crash, which occurred a little
after 3:30 p.m., according to
the Josephine County Sheriff’s
Office.
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Robert Edwin Smith

The male driver of the
motorcycle was transported
with injuries to Asante Three
Rivers Medical Center in Grants
Pass. The unnamed driver of the
pickup truck escaped injury.
The crash investigation is
being handled by Oregon State
Police, which was unable to
provide further details by press
time this morning.

Volunteers are still needed for a fall clean up event on Saturday at Rock Point Cemetery in Gold Hill. The day
will consist of weeding, raking and trimming.

Volunteers sought to help clean up cemetery
By Lisa Whiting
of the Daily Courier

GOLD HILL — Volunteers are still being
sought to help clean up Rock Point Cemetery this Saturday.
“This cemetery is full of the area’s first
settlers, as well as veterans dating back to
the Civil War. It’s an important part of our
history,” said Kerry Meads, board secretary
of the nonprofit that manages Rock Point.
From 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. the pioneer cemetery is in need of raking, weeding, line trimming, removal of woody debris and general
landscape clean-up.
Volunteers will need to bring work
gloves, weed trimmers and other weeding
tools, rakes and mowers. Trash bags and
fuel for equipment will be provided.
Rock Point Cemetery is typically

cleaned once a year, before Memorial Day.
This is the first time a fall clean-up
event has been organized, and the first time
the Oregon Commission on Historic Cemeteries has partnered with volunteer recruitment organization SOLVE.
SOLVE is best known for its statewide
beach and riverside clean up events, also
planned for Saturday. Cemeteries all over
the state are being cleaned up in advance of
Veterans Day and the onset of winter.
Mr. J.B. White deeded the land for the
cemetery to Jackson County in 1864. The
first board of trustees were J.L. White, Benjamin Haymond and Fred Birdseye.
After the three died, the cemetery fell
into a state of disrepair until the county
interceded and elected a new set of trustees
in 1955.
At one time in its history, a fire swept

through the property, burning all wood
crosses and leaving many unmarked
graves.
There have been reported ghost sightings at the cemetery, including stage coach
driver William Marion Morris. Morris was
the great-grandfather of Mead’s husband
Shane.
Some locals attribute the ghost stories to
the cemetery’s proximity to the Oregon
Vortex.
Volunteers can register on-site Saturday
morning or online at solveoregon.org.
“We’re thrilled to have this extra support
and would be pleased with any help we can
get,” said Meads.
Rock Point Cemetery is located at 10
Rogue River Highway, just east of Del Rio
Vineyards and a stone’s throw from Interstate 5, exit 43.

Governor vows to defend Latinos in Oregon WE BUY
CARS!
By Andrew Selsky
Associated Press

SALEM — Oregon Gov. Kate
Brown and Hispanic members of
the Legislature vowed Wednesday to defend Latinos in the
state, including those who
entered the country illegally.
In a ceremony marking Hispanic Heritage Month in Oregon,
Brown denounced U.S. Attorney
General Jeff Sessions’ comments
he made to law enforcement officials in Oregon. Sessions urged
locales whose police don’t cooperate with federal immigration
agents to reconsider their policies,
and said federal grant money cannot be given to sanctuary cities.
“The comments that Attorney
General Jeff Sessions made
(Tuesday) while in Portland do
nothing to make America great,”
Brown said. “Instead, they incite
fear and chaos, and undermine
Oregon’s workforce and our
economy.”
Rep. Teresa Alonso Leon, the
first immigrant to be elected to
the Oregon Legislature, said the
state’s Latino population has
increased 72 percent since 2000
and the number of businesses
owned by Latinos rose by 44 percent between 2007 and 2012, with
Latinos in Oregon owning over
6,000 businesses.
“We are growing. We are powerful, and we are here to stay,”

We are growing.
“
We are powerful,
and we are here to
stay.”

— TERESA ALONSO LEON
State Representative
said Alonso Leon, adding: “It is
important to build a better future
for those who come after us.”
Alonso Leon, a Democrat who
is from the predominantly Latino
town of Woodburn, was brought
to the U.S. illegally from Mexico
as a child. Her family gained permanent residence status under a
Reagan-era amnesty. She
became a U.S. citizen in 2012.
Rep. Diego Hernandez, a
Democrat representing Portland,
told those gathered in Brown’s
ceremonial office, including the
consuls from Mexico and
Guatemala, that there is “a lot of
hate and xenophobia in our communities, especially here in Oregon.”
Hernandez said he has gone
through a rough period. Hernandez was recently cleared of a
rumor that he maintained a list
of female lobbyists, ranking them
by “attractiveness and certain
physical attributes,” Willamette
Weekly, a Portland newspaper,
reported Tuesday. Hernandez

has said the rumor was due to
racism, prompted by his Latino
heritage and because he advocates for immigrant rights.
He had requested the inquiry
to verify the allegations and identify the source of the rumor. The
office of the legislative counsel
said in a letter that the investigation had shown the rumor was
false, but that investigators were
unable to identify the source.
Meanwhile, a group called
Oregonians for Immigration
Reform is seeking signatures of
registered Oregon voters to place
a measure onto the November
2018 statewide ballot that would
seek to repeal a 30-year-old
statute that made Oregon America’s first sanctuary state. The
law prohibits law enforcement
from detaining people who are in
the U.S. illegally but have not
broken other laws.
Oregonians for Immigration
Reform said it needs 88,184 signatures.
“Illegal aliens can and do
harm the American citizens to
whom Oregon owes its foremost
responsibility,” the group’s website said. “For this reason,
enforcement of U.S. immigration
law is central to the duties of
Oregon’s police departments and
sheriff’s offices.”
However the ACLU of Oregon
says the law means immigrants
can go to police, without fearing

deportation, when they are a victim of a crime or witness one.
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