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Football Champions League, Formula 1 
or Music Festivals

The European Summer 
Season Gets Airborne

Saturday June 6th is the date for the 2015 Champions League final and the clash of 
titanic rivals Juventus and Barcelona at Berlin’s Olympiastadion. As we write, the result 

is yet unknown, but what can be assured is that it will generate a distinct uptick in 
Europe´s business jet activity this weekend. Leading online broker PrivateFly reports 
that Schoenefeld was booked solid a week ahead of the event. With Tegel also fairly 

restricted, they are directing customers to Leipzig and Dresden, with short-notice 
customers happy to accept longer ground transfer times to the stadium.

The scale of the spike in business jet ac-

tivity for the most prestigious event in 

football´s annual calendar is clear from a 

retrospective analysis of previous League 

Finals. For example, following the 2012 

final, when Chelsea prevailed against 

Bayern on home turf, 90 business jets 

departed from Munich airport the next 

day. During the rest of the year the aver-

age daily private jet departures were just 

18. Porto, host of the 2013 League final 

and scene of Real Madrid´s long-awaited 

triumph, had 50 business jets parked at 

its nearby Francisco Sa Carneiro airport 

during the day of the final. During the rest 

of the year the average number of daily 

flight departures was just 2.

On the same scale, we can expect 

Schoenefeld´s annual average daily rate 

of 14 business jet flights to increase ten-

fold this coming weekend. Light Cita-

tion jets will dominate, with fans flying 

1 hour 45 minutes from Turin, 2.5 hours 

from Barcelona, for charter fees upwards 

of €9000. All the same, this influx will 

pale by comparison with the private jet 

surge brought on by the Monaco Grand 

Prix each May. In 2015 no fewer than 130 

flights came into Nice airport for this 

event, compared to the average daily 

frequency of 40 flights. Another 70 pri-

vate aircraft came into Cannes and St 

Tropez. Many will have made the last hop 

to Monte Carlo by helicopter.

With the typical business jet cabin for 

this event being mid-light, and taking 

London as a benchmark point of origin, 

these arrivals may have equated to some 

600 individuals, paying charter fees of 

around €5m. Far more interesting for the 

local economy is what these passengers 

then spend whilst there, whether on ho-

tels, land transfers, dining, shopping and 

touring. There is then also the intangible 

benefits of business deals broached, bar-

tered and hand-shook at such events. 

After all, corporate hospitality pays for 

much of the logistics, but with business 

development in mind. 

ForMuLa one Grand Prix

The European grand prix calendar high-

lights a number of other high points for 

business jet travel this summer. Silver-

stone grand prix in the first weekend 

of July will be the traditional highlight. 

London has an array of airports to offer 

its VIP visitors, many of whom will use 

the region´s busiest hub, Luton airport. 

But the ex-RAF airport at Cranfield is 

closer, just 30km from the racetrack. 

So far this year there have been some 

370 business aviation arrivals at Cran-

field, 2.3 per day. But on race day, when 

Cranfield is dedicated to Formula 1 ar-

rivals, the airport averages 11 arrivals 

during each of the 3 days.

Taking a closer look at last year´s num-

bers, Cranfield´s most frequent arrival 

on July 6 was the Citation Mustang. The 

most popular international departure 

point was Le Bourget, for which a one-

way Mustang flights might set you back 

around €3500. Split between 4, that´s 

no more than the cost of the weekend´s 

entry ticket for the race. There is of 

course still the helicopter ride to pay for, 

which might double the charter fee but 

still worthwhile considering the infamous 

tailbacks on the road to Silverstone that 

weekend. In fact last year there were 

more than 90 helicopter flights into Sil-

verstone on race day, briefly making it 

the busiest heliport in the world.
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Shortly after Silverstone, Budapest´s 

Ferenc Liszt airport will see the busi-

ness jet spike as Hungary hosts its 

annual race at the Hungaroring. Then 

there´s the Belgian Grand Prix at 

Spa-Francorchamps on 21-23 August; 

we´ll see the flights come into Liege 

airport. At the end of the European 

season is the perennial Monza grand 

prix. Milan´s Linate airport, 20km from 

the circuit, will get the surge in arriv-

als, with last year´s events seeing 93 

private jet arrivals on race day com-

pared to the year´s average of 56. The 

most popular city pair on race day is 

Geneva, the most frequent aircraft a 

Lear 45, a one-way trip which might 

set back its passengers some €5,000.

Car ShowS, reGattaS and 

GLaStonbury…

The summer calendar isn´t just about 

sport of course, or at least, not just pro-

fessional sport. Classic car shows have 

proliferated, with some of the best 

known such as the Festival of Speed 

sure to bring wealthy enthusiasts and 

collectors to smaller airports like Shore-

ham, Fairoaks and even directly into 

Goodwood aerodrome.  Then there are 

the watersports, with the likes of Hen-

ley Royal Regatta in July bringing its 

best-heeled visitors to any number of 

London´s satellite airports, Blackbushe 

for example being well positioned. 

Cowes week in August will see private 

flights coming into Southampton, with 

helicopter connections to Sandown. 

Superyacht events will surely attract 

private jet users, with obvious candi-

dates such as the Superyacht cup in 

Palma in June, and the Monaco Yacht 

show in September.

Outside the sporting arena, the cal-

endar has numerous other events 

likely to feature in the jet setter´s 

diary. Baselworld Watch and Jewel-

lery Show each March brings a throng 

of private aircraft to the Euroairport 

Basel-Mulhouse-Freiburg. Many of 

the same customers will return for 

Art Basel, which runs from 18-21 June 

this year. Several hours east, the Inter-

national Ballet and Opera Festival is 

running until August at the Mariinsky 

Theatre in St. Petersburg. Europe´s 
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most frequently flown private jet, the 

Citation XLS, could take 8 passengers 

there from Geneva in 3 hours.  A two 

day stopover might cost in the region 

of €20,000.

The music festival calendar has pro-

liferated in recent years, with the 

best-known now very much on the 

celebrity checklist. Glastonbury, once 

the preserve of hippies and students, 

is now an essential stop on the sum-

mer circuit. Its VIP guests, as well as 

its bands, will fly into Bristol airport, 

many more will take helicopters di-

rectly to Worthy farm. Wealthy people 

with more of a high brow bent may 

use the same airport, or alternatively 

Bournemouth, to get to the Glynde-

bourne opera festival running through 

July. Elsewhere in Europe, private air-

craft will fly into Saanen for the 59th 

Menuhin festival in Gstaad, and to 

Sion for the 22nd version of Verbier´s 

classical musical event.

The music festivals will run all summer 

across the islands of the Mediterra-

nean, nowhere more so than in Ibiza. 

Averaging 12 flights a day through 

2014, Ibiza was receiving more than 

50 flights a day during the peak sea-

son last year. In August last year, 

Ibiza´s 2000-plus movements ranked 

it the 6th busiest airport in Europe for 

private aviation, busier than the likes 

of Luton and Zurich. 70% of flights in 

and out of Ibiza mid-summer are char-

ter. The Excel/XLS was the jet which 

arrived most frequently, with Nice the 

most popular origin airport. Indicative 

of the cost, a 3 day return on this city 

pair would be upwards of €15,000 in 

charter fees.

JetS SuMMer traFFiC JaM

Other events this summer will be less 

recreational but no less likely to see 

spikes in private jet activity. This starts 

in the first weekend in June with the 

41st G7 summit hosted by Angela 

Merkel at Schloss Elmau in Bavaria. 

Nearby airports Munich and Innsbruck 

will see the delegates arrive in govern-

ment owned and chartered jets. The 

World Economic Forum event in Janu-

ary is a good benchmark. Normally the 

number of private aircraft movements 

landing at airports close to Davos is 

around 30 a day, increasing five-fold 

during the days of the conference. In 

contrast to the light jet parade at other 

events, government summits are large 

cabin affairs; 54% of the jets at Davos 

were heavy jet or bizliner.

The events described are just a hand-

ful of the highlights which encompass 

the calendar of sports, arts, music, life-

style, and political events this summer 

in Europe. Of course the vast majority 

of visitors will arrive in various forms of 

public transportation. But for the very 

wealthy minority, flying in and out of 

airports as close as possible to these 

venues will be an essential part of the 

experience. Those supplying the private 

jet business, whether as operators, bro-

kers, or FBOs, are keenly aware of the 

one-off spike in demand this will create. 

You won´t have to be in the industry 

to notice their advertising over the next 

few months.

However, it would be wrong to charac-

terize private aviation through the lens 

of prestigious events alone. There were 

over 800,000 business aviation flights 

last year in Europe, and less than 5% 

of these were generated by the social 

calendar. The overall pattern of flight 

activity is much more fragmented. The 

top 30 city pairs in Europe, for example, 

generate just 3-4% of all city pairs flown. 

Private aviation is better known in the 

industry as business aviation for a rea-

son; because most such flights are un-

dertaken for business purposes outside 

the orbit of these celebrated events, 

shows and festivals. But if you need to 

see a traffic jam of jets, these are the 

places to be this summer. 
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