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Important 

Announcements 

MOVING UP CEREMONIES. 

CHECK YOUR CHILD’S BACK 

PACK FOR UPCOMING 

INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR 

CHILDS MOVING UP SCHEDULE 

AND PARTIES. 

JUNE 5TH “MEET THE FARM 

ANIMALS” DAY. YOUR CHILD 

WILL GET TO PET AND LEARN 

ABOUT LLAMAS, GOATS, SHEEP 

AND MORE. 

JUNE 26TH LAST DAY OF 

SCHOOL. 

JULY 1ST FIRST DAY OF 

SUMMER PROGRAM. 

    

 
             Dr.  Seuss 

 Ready, set, TRANSITION!! It happens so quickly. It seems 
we just meet our families and here we are saying goodbye. 
Two years is never enough time to spend with the people 
you love, and we love ALL of you. 

For our friends graduating and moving on to the next steps- 
YOU GOT THIS! We have all worked so hard to get here 
and we are confident you have what it takes to move 
forward. 

To those of you who have another year with us, brace 
yourself, it will go by quickly, even faster than the first. Be 
confident that you too will be ready for the next step when it 
comes and for now, enjoy the ride. 

Please do not forget us! We love to hear from our graduates 
and their families and we really love visits. Participate in our 
activities throughout the year when you can. If we have your 
e-mail, we can keep you informed of what is going on. And 
if you are so inclined, you might even serve on our Board of 
Directors or Fundraising Committee. 

We had a great school year. Enjoy your summer and all the 
best for the future. 

Linda Imbesi 

 

 



 QUOTES FROM SOME STAFF MEMBERS                                                                                                                              
 

 

   “This year’s class was very enjoyable to spend our school days with. 
All of the children have such unique personalities and they made us laugh every single 
day”. “We will miss this class so very much”.  
-Miss Pat, Miss Michelle and Miss Kelly. 

 

“We enjoyed learning outside all year long.   We enjoyed running around the Nature Trail 

and kicking the soccer balls around it too.  We have also played in the snow and tried to 

build a snowman but there was never enough snow. Most recently we planted flowers 

and carrots, and we built 3 Toad Habitats!!!” 

-  Miss Joanie, Miss Fran and Miss Nicole. 

                                                                     

                                               

                                                                              

 

                                       

 Miss Kayla’s class planted an “indoor garden”, pretending to water, dig, and take care of 

the plants. 

“Sometimes you wonder if you’re making a difference and then you hear a 

child start to put words together or have a parent tell you how their child 

is being understood by their family members. To be a part of this is what 

keeps me going!”_ Christine Muroff, Speech Therapist  

- Christine Muroff, Speech therapist                                       

 



“We sang songs about flowers, gardens and planting. We learned about the different colors 

and how the sun, soil and water makes flowers grow.” 

 

           MISS PAT’S CLASS MADE PRETTY TISSUE AND PIPE CLEANER FLOWERS AND BUTTERFLIES.  

                                                                               WELCOME TOADS!   

                               

                       Miss Joanie’s class created three Toad Habitats in our Nature Trail this year.  

                                                     We can’t wait till we have residents! 

 

 



                                                                                              

   

       COLORFUL AND CREATIVE COTTON TAILED BUNNY BULLETIN BOARD BY MISS THERESA’S CLASS.  

                                                                            

                                        MORE QUOTES FROM OUR STAFF 

 

                                                                                                   

 

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“This year has been filled with joys and challenges that has culminated into an 

amazing year!” 

From Miss Larissa, Miss Julie, and Miss Denise   

 "My wish for you is that your dreams stay 
big, and your worries stay small." 

 Miss Allison 

 

Miss Kayla, Miss Jess, Miss Katie, 
Miss Caroline, and Miss Ellen would 
like to thank all of their students and 
their families for a fantastic school 
year!  

“Whether your child is staying, moving 
to a new classroom, or moving to a 
new school, we know that they will 
accomplish great things.” 

 

"When children 
come into contact 

with nature, they 
reveal their 
strength". 
Maria Montessori 
                                    
Encourage your 
child's curiosity by 

getting outside this 
summer and 
exploring nature 

 
_Kimberly Pepe,  
School Psychologist 

 



                         

 

                                   

 

 

 

   “Hi, it’s Melissa Paquette, Lead Teacher at Leeway School.”   

 I am nearing the end of my first year here at Leeway, and boy, has it been a great year for me. I have spent 32 

years in the field of special education, as a preschool teacher at D.D.I., and a contract special educator and 

evaluator, working 7 days a week, all over Suffolk County, in Early Intervention and Preschool services. I was 

finally ready to settle down at a job where I can spend the whole day at the same place, 5 days a week! I was 

nervous and anxious and unsure as to if I would be able to adjust to such a new and routine work schedule. I had 

an office for the first time ever, which I had so much fun decorating with my daughter, Amanda, who is a 1:1 

and the technology teacher here. I had my own phone with an extension, a computer, a window, and a door, and 

I felt ‘important’! 

Though, my first year here at Leeway, has been so much more than having my own office, and adjusting to a 

new daily routine. I have worked with families of children with disabilities, County representatives, school 

district Chairpersons, etc. over the years, which I knew would now be beneficial to my position of Lead Teacher 

at Leeway. I looked forward to using my experience to help teachers, assistants, and all of the school staff, in 

any way that I could, and I was determined to make sure I could be a valuable resource and support to the 

classroom staff. Little did I know, that on my first day, I would actually know that I had found the place where I 

belong The entire staff here at Leeway welcomed me with kindness and generosity, and I sensed a true feeling 

of community as I got to know everyone and got used to the building and schedule. My second day here, as I 

waited outside as the buses arrived, and parents brought their children to school, I was reminded of why I have 

spent the last 32 years in this field. The energy, and faces, and laughter, and excited welcomes going on around 

me was infectious, and I was brought right into the fun of the first day. 

Since that first day, I have been lucky enough to get to know every child, in every classroom, and many of the 

parents/guardians/friends of them as well. I have witnessed the incredible staff and all that they do here, to give 

each child the best school experience possible, while they attend Leeway. There is a great warmth here, and a 

fun and positive energy throughout the school that you don’t find everywhere. I see how staff members know 

the names of all of the students, even if they are not in their classroom, and the students are always excited to 

say ‘hi’ to anyone and everyone they walk past in the hallways. It is like a huge family here, and I am still 

trying to accept the fact that I’m actually a part of that family now. 

You, as parents of these amazing children, give us the gift every day, of providing the best experience for your 

child’s first school years. I have seen your children progress and grow in all areas of their development, with 

caring and loving staff supporting them every day. And as parents, you are as important to this process as your 

children continue to grow and learn. I thank you all, for making my first year at Leeway, so rewarding, and 

proving to me that I am now where I belong. And I look forward to many years here, getting to know the 

present and future students and their families, and continuing to watch them grow and prepare for the big step to 

Kindergarten. I am grateful for everyone I have met, and worked with, and helped throughout my first year, and 

I hope I can continue to be an asset to the staff, students, and families at Leeway for many years to come. Have 

Children need someone to 
Reassure THEM  that play; 

   Their OWN UNIQUE, 

   I M A G I N A T I V E 
                 PLAY, 
 IS SOMETHING TO BE VALUED. 
 

_Fred Rogers 

“The Quote above is 

one of my favorite 

sentiments. Have a 

safe & happy 

summer!” 

_Miss Laurie 

  

 

“Our boys have really grown this year!! 

We had lots of fun, laughs, and even a 

few tears. We are very proud of the “Big 

Kid” things they can do well. We wish 

them the best of luck next year, we will 

miss them!” 

Hugs and Kisses, 

Kris, Nina, Molly, Karen and Krissia 



a wonderful summer, and thank you for allowing us to spend the year with your children, and getting to know 

all of you!! XOXO!    Melissa 

                                     A NOTE FROM THE NURSE 

                                                   

“Children will not remember you for the material things you gave them but for the feeling that you 
cherished them.”—Richard L. Evans 

So what is one of the best ways to show your children that you cherish them? The American 
Academy of Pediatrics says, “PLAY!’ 

When parents engage in play with their children, it deepens relationships and builds a bulwark 
against the toxic effects of all kinds of stress, including bullying and even poverty, the academy 
says. In the pediatricians view, essentially every life skill that’s valued in adults can be built up 
with play. “Collaboration, negotiation, conflict resolution, self-advocacy, decision-making, and a 
sense of agency, creativity, leadership, and increased physical activity are just some of the skills 
and benefits children gain through play,” they wrote. 

Most of all, when you engage with your children face-to-face, you are nurturing a loving 
relationship which in turn builds trust and enhances resilience in your child, and best prepares them 
for the inevitable challenges of life. Parents work so hard to provide for their families and want to 
give their children every advantage. Isn’t it comforting to know that just spending time with your 
children playing tag, or a board game, or having a tea party is really one of the most valuable things 
you can do! They will love you for it! 

Have a wonderful summer! 

Miss Regina, Leeway School Nurse 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

     PUTTING ON A BAND AID, STOPPING A BLOODY NOSE. 

  HOLDING ON TO ICE PACKS, FINDING A CHANGE OF CLOTHES. 

                            TIRELESSLY HEALING ALL DAY LONG, 

              JUST TO MAKE BE SURE THAT NOTHING GOES WRONG. 

                                WE ARE SAFER BECAUSE OF YOU, 

                       THANK YOU NURSE REGINA, WE LOVE YOU!                                  

                                                           



 

 OUR 4TH ANNUAL SPRING FESTIVAL WAS A HUGE SUCCESS. 

WE HOPE YOU ALL HAD FUN AND THANK YOU FOR COMING DESPITE  

THE RAIN! 

 

 

        

Rider Norman with Clifford and his “Build a Buddy”   The big winners. They are 

going to Disney World! 

 

      WE LOOK FORWARD TO NEW AND EXCITING FUNDRAISING EVENTS IN THE 

YEARS TO COME! 



 Water play in 

the rain and face painting with Miss Martine.  

 

                                             



               

               Above, “Helping Hands” Miss Kerry, Miss Larissa, Miss Theresa, Miss Julie 

and Miss Kate.   

             Below,  Students, friends and family of Leeway,Traysia Molston, Isabella, 

Mr. Mike and their Tireless energy.  

 

 

Congratulations to all of our Graduates, and to the 
children who will be back for more fun and learning at  
Leeway School!       

 
                                


