THE TIME IS NOW TO

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
OHIO’S NEXT GOVERNOR

ADVANCE EARLY LEARNING
Improving School Outcomes • Increasing Lifelong Success
grams—68% of Republicans, 84% of Independents and 95% of Democrats—making this a
unique bipartisan issue.

Implement a strong plan that ensures resources to reach the goal that 100% statefunded programs achieve high-quality ratings by 2025. This plan must include support for teacher education, professional development, and other quality resources
as well as adequate child care reimbursement based on the most up-to-date market
rate survey for child care costs.
Expand eligibility for child care to at least 200% of the federal poverty level to support working families and increase kindergarten readiness for our most at-risk kids.
Continue support for Ohio’s Early Childhood Education program, which provides
free, half-day preschool to children at 200% of the federal poverty level.
Increase support for early childhood mental health services for young children and
their families to address the impact of adverse childhood experiences.
Ensure access to the essential health care services for all Ohio kids that are vital to
successful development.
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Today’s children are Ohio’s future workforce—
and our next governor must ensure our youngest learners have proven, high-quality, early
childhood experiences and access to the highest quality healthcare that leads to physical,
developmental and mental wellness. Our next
governor must follow the evidence and invest
where it matters the most for our kids, taxpayers, and Ohio’s future.
Anyone who wants to be our next Governor must listen to Ohioans and make early
childhood education and access to quality
healthcare a priority. Statewide, 82% of voters express strong support for state funding
for quality early education programs for kids.
Majorities in all parties support these pro-

An overwhelming majority of Americans not
only support funding access to health care for
kids, but also believe kids should be prioritized over other issues. Here in Ohio, children’s
health insurance coverage has reached historic
levels at 96%. Nationally, nearly 9 in 10 voters
support funding for kids’ health care. That’s why
we are working to ensure that candidates for
governor, regardless of political party, publicly
commit to supporting this powerful agenda that
puts our kids front and center.
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WHY?
To improve school
outcomes and increase
lifelong success of our
children, Ohio needs

GREATER
INVESTMENTS
in early childhood
education.

BRAINS

ARE BUILT BY
EARLY EXPERIENCES.

90% OF

DEVELOPMENT

ALL EARLY
EXPERIENCES
ARE NOT THE SAME.

BY AGE 3,

low-income learners have

happens from

BIRTH TO 5 YEARS OLD.
source: www.DevelopingChild.Harvard.edu
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Only 20% of children are served in a high-quality program.
And 29% of all children are in a program that is even rated at
all—leaving the vast majority of Ohio kids in unrated programs.
Too few eligible Ohio kids are even being served.
Only 49% of eligible 0-4 year olds at 130% FPL have
access to an early childhood program.

97% OF STATE EDUCATION DOLLARS
are spent on kids older than age 5.

QUALITY
WORKS

FOR OHIO KIDS.
There is a strong
correlation between
kindergarten readiness
and ATTENDANCE
at a high-quality program.
sources: ODFJS, Step Up to Quality Validation Study

EARLY
INVESTING

= GREATER RETURNS.
Public investments in high-quality
BIRTH-TO-5 PROGRAMS
for disadvantaged children
deliver

13% ROI PER
YEAR.
source: www.HeckmanEquation.org

THE
BOTTOM
LINE:
Ohio cannot lay the foundation for economic
success until it improves school outcomes and
increases the lifelong success of Ohio’s children.

WE CANNOT WAIT TO PRIORITIZE
INCREASED INVESTMENTS IN QUALITY
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION.

