
Ohio Early Childhood
Spending & Access

Despite national spending doubling on K-12 since 1980, the achievement of 12th graders in both Math 
and Reading as measured by the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) have remained 
stagnant.  While new investments are required in the workforce of tomorrow, they must be made 
strategically in alignment with incontrovertible brain science and extensive child development and 
economic research — in the first five years of life— to see outcomes change and return on investment 
increase. The period of time in a child's life when we invest matters.
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In spite of the discrepancies between national spending and achievement trends and what we know 
about brain science, human development, and economics, Ohio’s education budget follows the model 
of ineffective national spending patterns.  Although the state has committed a great deal of its scarce 
resources to education spending, only a small portion of those funds are dedicated to early childhood.  

OHIO EDUCATION SPENDING ON CHILDREN

Total Education Spending on 
Children*

$11,186,005,000

K-12 (93.7%) $10,484,000,000

Early Childhood (6.3%) $702,005,000

       Publicly Funded Child Care        $608,340,000

       Public Preschool        $73,860,000

       Home Visiting        $19,805,000

FY 2017 Total Ohio State Spending

FY 2017 Ohio Education Only Spending on Children

Total $24,496,400,000

K-12 (42.8%) $10,484,000,000

Early Childhood (2.9%) $702,005,000

Other State Spending $13,310,395,000

(Total budget and K-12 spending based on State-Source Actual FY 2017 Spending)

(Early childhood spending based on Ohio Legislative Service Commission “Early 
Childhood Programs,” 7 February 2018, Unpublished Report)
*Data only includes spending on early childhood, primary and secondary 
education. It does not include spending on higher education.

(Early childhood spending based on Ohio Legislative Service Commission “Early 
Childhood Programs,” 7 February 2018, Unpublished Report)
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Allocating only 6.3% of Ohio’s overall budget to early childhood spending is not adequate to provide 
our most at-risk kids with experiences that can lay the foundation for lifelong success.  Of the 680,000 
0-4 year olds in the state of Ohio, 34.5% (234,600) are living at or below 130% of the Federal Poverty 
Level (FPL).  Not nearly enough of these kids have access to publicly funded child care, public preschool, 
and home visiting services.

ACCESS TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES

Percentage of Children Age 0-4 at or Below 130% FPL Who Had 
Access to ANY Early Childhood Experience (FY15)

*Data only includes 
spending on early 
childhood, primary and 
secondary education. It 

Total 0-4 Year Olds at or 
Below 130% FPL

234,600

Publicly Funded 
Child Care

113,751

Public Preschool

18,465

Home Visiting

9,131

100% 48.5% 7.8% 3.9%

Total Children 
Served

141,347

60.2%

Total 0-4 Year Olds at or Below the Poverty Level (100%)

Home Visiting (3.4%)

Public Preschool (7.8%)

Publicly Funded Childcare (49%)

Unserved Children (39.8%)

Publicly Funded Child Care (48.5%)

Home Visiting (3.9%)

(Enrollment numbers based on Ohio Legislative Service Commission “Early Childhood Programs,” 7 February 2018, Unpublished Report)
*Living at 130% FPL means a family of three has to earn less than $25,546. This equates to an hourly, pre-tax wage of $12.28.  Examples of common 
Ohio jobs and their average hourly wage for comparison are Laborers, Freight/Material Movers who earn $12.05 (123% FPL), Home Health Aides 
who earn $10.12 (103% FPL) and Food Preparation and Service Workers who earn $9.20 (94% FPL). 
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NOT ALL ACCESS IS QUALITY
Despite serving only 60% of the children living at or below 130% FPL, most Ohio kids who 
receive publicly funded early childhood services do not have access to a quality learning 
environment that prepares them for success. In 2005, Ohio established the Step Up to Quality 
Program (SUTQ) with the goal of increasing access to high-quality programs as part of Ohio's 
Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Grant.  In SUTQ, early care and education programs 
earn 1- to 5-Star ratings based on meeting nationally researched quality program standards 
administered by the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services. As part of the Grant, the state 
set statutory goals that mandated 100% of licensed child care providers be high-quality rated (3 
to 5 stars) by 2025. We are still far from reaching the statutory benchmark we should have 
reached in June of 2017.  

Only 29% of programs are rated at all, leaving the vast majority of children in unrated programs. 
There are also racial disparity concerns with access to quality publicly funded child care (PFCC) 
programs.  Among the children receiving PFCC in FY 2017, 17% of of white PFCC children were 
in highly rated programs compared to only 11% of black children.  Similarly, 70% of black PFCC 
children remain in unrated programs compared to 57% of white children.  

(as of Nov. 2017)


