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Foreword 

The vision of ENGSO is to be the leading voice of 

voluntary sports organisations in Europe. Throughout 

the years our network of sports professionals have 

grown across Europe, and together we are active in 

the field of the European sports policy. I am pleased to 

witness that year after year our voice becomes 

stronger, and we are able to actively engage with the 

sport political agenda in Europe. This is all thanks to 

the trust our members have in ENGSO as the umbrella 

organisation. 

Throughout the year 2014, ENGSO continued to 

strengthen its cooperation with different European 

stakeholders. We met several MEPs and informed them about the current news from 

the field of sport and expressed the need to invest in grassroots sports. During the EU 

Sport Forum in Milan, ENGSO had a unique opportunity to influence the highest level of 

sport decision making within the European Commission. At the occasion, our Secretary 

General, Helena Carlsson, and Sports Policy Director, Heidi Pekkola, met with Tibor 

Navracsics, the New Commissioner for Education, Culture, Youth and Sport and signed a 

partnership agreement on the European Week of Sport. The meeting with Mr Navracsics 

and the partnership agreement is another proof that ENGSO is a respected and a valued 

voice within the European sports scene. 

The Council of the European Union adopted last year the EU Work Plan for Sport 2014-

2017 . The Work Plan defines the priorities for the EU in the field of sport. ENGSO has an 

observer status in all of the five Expert Groups, established by the Work Plan. 

Furthermore, ENGSO is active in EPAS (Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport) in the 

Council of Europe, and participates in the meetings of the EPAS Consultative Committee 

and Bureau. ENGSO has strengthened the cooperation with the European Olympic 

Committees (EOC) which also demonstrates EOC’s respect for the important work done 

at the grassroots level for the benefit of the whole sport movement. 
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Besides being active within the sport policy meetings, in 2014 ENGSO was invited to 

numerous seminars and forums as a speaker to share the current trends and news from 

the grassroots sports. Our Facebook and Internet pages, as well as recently established 

Twitter account, offer a platform for everyone in Europe to share insights and best 

practices from the field of sports.  

ENGSO has always believed in equity and equality. Therefore, I am proud of our project 

SCORE (Strengthening Coaching with the Objective to Raise Equality) project which 

promotes equal opportunities, namely gender equality in coaching by focusing on 

increasing the number of employed and volunteer female coaches at all levels of sport.  

The project received funding from the Erasmus+ Sport Programme in 2014, kicked off in 

2015, and now gathers 13 partners together in order to raise equality within the field of 

coaching. 

2014 also brought us sorrow along with some challenges, as we lost our dear 

Vice-President, Predrag Manojlovic. He was a real bridge builder, on the one hand, 

strengthening the relations with the Olympic Movement, and on the other hand, 

bringing the EU and non-EU member organisations together, all the while highlighting 

the important role of youth in sport. 

Overall, I am personally satisfied with the work we did during the year 2014 and early 

2015.  On behalf of ENGSO, I want to thank all of our members and partners for all the 

great work you have done with us in order to ensure that the voice of the grassroots 

sport is loud at all levels and sectors of sport. 

 

 

 Birgitta Kervinen 

 ENGSO President  
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The European Non-Governmental Sports Organisation 

The European Non-Governmental Sport Organisation (ENGSO) is a not-for-profit 

organisation with public responsibilities, the umbrella organisation of National Sport 

Confederations and National Olympic Committees from 39 European countries. 

 

Vision 

The vision of ENGSO is to be the leading voice of voluntary sports organisations in 

Europe. 

Mission 

ENGSO’s mission is to promote the interest of sport organisations in Europe; to be a 

respected voice for grassroots sport; to be a credible partner in European sport policy 

and an effective platform for an active network of sport organisations. 

Main Aims 

ENGSO’s main aim is to be a bridge building organisation, which promotes European 

integration and assists member organisations to enhance sport development and to 

raise the status and credibility of sport in member countries. Furthermore, ENGSO has 

the aims to promote the role of sport in society, to defend the general interest of 

ENGSO
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from 40 
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countries
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countries
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voluntary sports movement at European level and ensure the sustainable financing and 

the specificity of sport in Europe. 

Fields of Operation 

1. To build bridges among different organisations dealing with grassroots sport 

activities and to take active part in development of the East-West and North-

South co-operation. 

a. To promote European integration and to defend the general interest of 

voluntary sports movement at European level 

b. To promote participation in democratic life through sport 

2. To assist in member countries to raise the status and credibility of sport as well 

as actively combat the negative tendencies in sports and to improve sports 

development - from children and youth sport, over “sport for all” activities to 

elite sports. 

3. To promote the societal role of sport 

a. To enhance public health though physical activity (HEPA) 

b. To enhance the role of sport in non-formal and informal education and 

training 

c. To promote active citizenship and volunteering through sport to support 

voluntarism as an important factor for development in society; 

d. To promote social inclusion and equality between men and women in 

and through sport 

4. Financing of sport in Europe 

a. To advocate for sustainable financing of sport 

b. To contribute to regional development and employability through sport 

5. Organisation of sport in Europe 

a. To promote good governance in sport 

b. To defend the specificity of sport (including the independence and 

autonomy of sports in Europe) as well as to meet the political and 

economic impact of EU on sport in Europe 

c. To defend the integrity of sport and sporting competitions 
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Organisation 

 

History 

In the 60’s, when governments had started to deliberate on sports matters in the 

Council of Europe, an informal NGO Club, as a discussion forum, was set up in order to 

join forces and define common sport political positions. 

In the 90’s, after the political changes in Eastern and Central Europe, membership 

increased and the NGO Club became a true Pan-European sports organisation. Hence in 

1990 it was felt necessary to change the name to European Non-Governmental Sports 
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Organisation (ENGSO). In 1995, ENGSO was formalised by adopting official statutes that 

include the holding of General Assemblies and the election of an Executive Committee. 

In this way, ENGSO not only became a bridge building organisation for East-West 

cooperation in sports, but it also strengthened its status as a partner for the defence of 

the general sport interest at European level, especially vis-à-vis European institutions, 

such as the Council of Europe and the political and administrative bodies of the 

European Union. 

ENGSO has been registered within the National Olympic and Sports Committee of 

France in the House of Olympic Sports, Paris, France in 2006. This decision has become 

legally valid following the Declaration of Association, issued by the Prefecture of Paris 

on June 28, 2006.  
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ENGSO Activities between the General Assemblies in 2014 

and 2015 

ENGSO’s work aiming at enhancing mutual understanding and sharing good examples is 

linked to the idea of building partnerships in the field of sport, thus building an 

integrated sport environment in Europe. That is why ENGSO has been carrying out so 

many activities within the last decades. Apart from organising events, such as the yearly-

held general assemblies and forums, EU seminars and hearings, ENGSO has led and 

been a partner in several EU projects to capture European sport issues facing today’s 

sports organisations. Next to active communication and dissemination of information, 

ENGSO has an important role in representing sport to the European institutions. These 

activities are organised around certain priority areas, which are included in the ENGSO 

Strategic Plan for the period of 2011-2015 adopted at the 19th General Assembly in 

Tallinn on 21 May 2011. 

According to the ENGSO Strategic Plan, the priority areas for the period of 2011-2015 

are the following: 

 Actively advocate and influence the sports political agenda 

 Be an attractive network for exchange of knowledge and experience 

 Upgrade and consolidate the internal organisation of ENGSO 

 Develop clear and effective profile and communication methods 

 Improve the quality of planning and increase organisational resources 

ENGSO activities included in this Annual Report are arranged according to the priority 

areas of the ENSGO Strategic Plan and cover the period between the 22nd and 23rd 

General Assemblies in 2014 and 2015, respectively. 

Actively advocate and influence the sports political agenda 

Advocacy for the role of voluntary non-profit sports organisations 
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ENGSO has been a partner for the defence of general sport interest at European level 

since the 1960’s. It has been defining common sport political positions ever since. 

ENGSO has also been advocating for the views of voluntary not-for-profit sports 

organisations to European decision-makers, such as the 

Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport of the Council of 

Europe and the EU institutions. 

ENGSO has been determined to promote the societal role of 

sport, ranging from the role of sport in education and 

training, through volunteering and active citizenship to 

equal opportunities and social inclusion with the help of 

sport. In 2014, ENGSO Manifesto – Priorities for Grassroots 

Sport was published to bring together the abovementioned areas and give some 

recommendations to the decision-makers in these areas. During the autumn 2014, 

ENGSO met several MEPs to establish good contacts with the new European Parliament 

and to explain the concerns of grassroots sport. ENGSO Manifesto was widely 

disseminated to the MEPs in these meetings. 

Sustainable financing of grassroots sport is also an important 

topic for ENGSO to promote. Thus, ENGSO raised actively its 

concerns on the participation of the grassroots sport in the 

new EU Erasmus+ Sport Programme. According to the 

regulation, the Programme should be especially dedicated to 

the grassroots sport. However, in its current form, many 

elements make the participation of the grassroots sport very 

difficult or even impossible. ENGSO cooperated with the EOC 

EU Office to raise these concerns and was actively in contact with the relevant bodies to 

create pressure to change the Programme in the future. 

ENGSO Position Papers 

ENGSO publishes position papers to expresses its views with 

regard to the EU sport policy and to give recommendations to 

policy makers in the field of sport. In 2014, ENGSO published 

one position paper: ENGSO Manifesto – Priorities of 

Promoting 

HEPA, 

participation 

and equality 

Advocating 

for the 

grassroots 

sport 

Position 

Paper: 

Manifesto – 

Priorities of 

Grassroots 

Sport 
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Grassroots Sport. This Manifesto covered broadly several topics as it raised awareness 

on the concerns and key issues for the grassroots level sport, such as volunteering, 

societal role of sport, participation of grassroots sport to the Erasmus+ Sport Chapter 

and health-enhancing physical activity. This Manifesto was targeted especially to the 

members of the European Parliament to influence the political agenda of the Parliament 

during the new term after the elections in 2014. ENGSO Manifesto was widely 

disseminated to the MEPs, but also to the European Commission and the EU Member 

States.  

ENGSO as Observer 

During the years ENGSO has been observer in several of the European Commission’s 

Working Groups and the European Council’s Expert Groups on sport. During 2011-2014 

ENGSO was an observer in four Council Expert Groups: (1) Good Governance, (2) 

Education and Training, (3) Sport, Health and Participation and (4) Sustainable Financing 

of Sport.  

Along with the new Council Work Plan for Sport 2014-2017, which was adopted in 2014, 

new Expert Groups were established, as well. At the moment, there are five Council 

Expert Groups: (1) Good Governance, (2) Health-Enhancing Physical Activity (HEPA), (3) 

Human Resources in Sport (4) Match-fixing and (5) Economic Dimension in sport. ENGSO 

was granted an observer status in all these Groups. As the first meetings of the Groups 

were only with the presence of the Member States, the work of the Groups and the 

participation of the observers are only just starting. 

The Expert Group “Good Governance in Sport” had its first 

meeting with the presence of observers in March 2015. 

Topics on the agenda were human and labour rights in 

major sport events, as well as gender equality in sport. 

ENGSO actively contributed to the discussion and 

highlighted the importance of taking into account the 

existing relevant documents, especially Gender Equality in 

Sport – Proposal for Strategic Actions by the Commission 

Observer in 

the Council 

Expert Group 

“Good 

Governance in 

Sport” 
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Group of Experts, as well as focusing on the implementation of these existing 

documents, e.g. with a pledge board. This view was supported by many other sport and 

Member State representatives.  

The Expert Group “Health-Enhancing Physical Activity” held 

its first meeting, with the presence of the observers, in 

February 2015 to discuss the physical education and 

activities at schools. Once again, ENGSO actively raised its 

views and stressed the cooperation between schools and 

sport clubs as fundamental to improve the quality of the 

physical education. Furthermore, ENGSO highlighted that 

the pupils should have chances to try different sports in the 

sport classes, and that the main objective of the physical education should be to 

motivate the pupils to be physically active.  

The Expert Group “Human Resources in Sport” had its 

meeting in February 2015 on volunteering and 

qualifications in sport.  In the discussions on volunteering 

ENGSO made several comments, especially through its own 

experiences and used ENGSO Youth as a good practice 

example. Furthermore, in the meeting ENGSO raised the 

point that an important recognition for the work of 

volunteers by the EU, would be to accept the voluntary 

work as a contribution in kind and therefore, eligible for own-funding within the 

Erasmus+ Sport Programme. 

ENGSO also participated in the meeting of the Expert 

Group on “Match-fixing” in March 2015 and contributed 

to the work by raising key issues to be taken into account 

in the fight against match-fixing. In its contribution, it also 

mentioned the IRIS project “What national networks to 

fight against match-fixing in sport?” as a good practice 

example.  

 

Observer in the 

Council Expert 

Group “Health-

Enhancing 

Physical 

Activity 

Observer in 

the Council 

Expert Group 

“Human 

Resources in 

Sport” 

Observer in 

the Council 
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The first meeting of the Expert Group on “Economic 

Dimension in Sport” with observers will be taking place at the 

end of April 2015. 

 

In these Expert Group meetings, ENGSO has made efforts to 

defend the rights of citizens to participate in sport at 

grassroots level in Europe and the right of every European 

citizen to be physically active.  

Representation of Grassroots Sport at Events  

ENGSO has taken part in different consultations and events 

to represent the voice of grassroots sports in Europe. By 

participating in external events, ENGSO has advocated for 

European sport issues and has promoted sport to decision-

makers.  

ENGSO was well represented in the EU Sport Forum in Milan 

in December 2014 and was one of the three sport 

organisations with the honour to hold a bilateral meeting 

with the new Commissioner responsible for sport, Mr Tibor 

Navracsics. This meeting provided ENGSO with a unique 

opportunity to raise the voice of voluntary sport movement 

and advocate for the grassroots sport. 

At the Sport Forum, ENGSO also signed 

a partnership agreement on the 

European Week of Sport with the 

Commission.  

Furthermore, ENGSO Sports Policy 

Director, Heidi Pekkola, was a 

Observer in 

the Council 

Expert Group 

“Economic 

Dimension in 

Sport” 
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moderator of one of the parallel sessions of the EU Sport Forum.  

 

ENGSO also participated in the 13th 

Council of Europe Conference of 

Ministers Responsible for Sport 

that took place in Magglingen, 

Switzerland on 18 September 

2014. In the meeting, the first 

European states signed the 

Convention on the Manipulation of 

the Sports Competitions. 

 

ENGSO and ENGSO Youth were also 

present at the Latvian Presidency 

Conference "Sport and Physical 

Activity for Development of the 

Human Capital" organised in Riga on 

16 February 2015. ENGSO Youth had 

been invited as a speaker to give an 

overview on the youth in sports 

developments claiming that "active 

youth are the foundation of an active 

society". ENGSO's support for youth in sports was praised in the Conference and ENGSO 

Youth was acknowledged as a good practice example. 

These meetings were crucial for the implementation of the ENGSO’s Strategic and 

Action Plan. ENGSO also represented the sport sector in the Structured Dialogue 

meetings of the European Commission Citizen Unit, and was a member of the EU Sport 

Unit’s Advisory Board of the European Week of Sport. 
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EU Platform on Diet, Physical Activity and Health and HEPA Europe 

The EU Platform on Diet, Physical Activity and Health is a 

forum for European organisations willing to commit to 

tackling current trends in diet and physical activity. The 

background of the Platform and its six main activity areas 

has been presented briefly in the previous ENGSO Annual 

Report. 

In 2014, ENGSO Executive Committee member Romana Caput-Jogunica participated in 

the meetings in June and November 2014 and February 2015 as ENGSO representative. 

The first meeting held in June 2014, was a Joint meeting of the High level group on 

Nutrition and Physical Activity and the EU Platform for Action on Diet, Physical Activity 

and Health, and it was chaired by Director-General of SANCO, Ms Paola Testori Coggi. 

The meeting was mostly dedicated to the discussions on the Action Plan on Childhood 

Obesity and on Public Private Partnership initiatives. Commissioner Tonio Borg, 

responsible for health and consumer policy at the time of the meeting, reaffirmed the 

importance of the Platform actions and acknowledged obesity as a major problem, 

which requires more actions from all stakeholders.  

The second meeting of the Platform was dedicated to marketing and advertising while 

the third focused on consumer information and labelling. Altogether, four Platform 

meetings were held in 2014, providing an important opportunity for sharing 

information, good practice and experience. In each of the Platform meetings, members 

were provided with an overview of recent scientific findings, papers and articles; an 

update on the progress of the Platform with a focus on a specific field of activity; and 

presentations on existing commitments and other programmes and projects 

contributing to the achievement of the goals of reducing overweight and obesity rates in 

Europe.  

In 2014, ENGSO had the commitment on the topic “The role of health in grassroots 

sport” (Health4sport).  For the future work, ENGSO should strengthen its involvement by 

new commitments which should refer to physical activity and prevention of obesity. 
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Advocacy at the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS) of the Council of Europe 

ENGSO has been actively involved in the Enlarged Partial 

Agreement on Sport (EPAS) of the Council of Europe 

already several years. Former ENGSO Vice-President 

Predrag Manojlovic chaired the EPAS Consultative 

Committee until the summer 2014 and from August 2014 

on ENGSO President Birgitta Kervinen has represented 

ENGSO in EPAS Consultative Committee and Bureau meetings.  

In 2014 the EPAS Consultative Committee elections took place e.g. to elect a new Chair 

for the Consultative Committee and to elect organisations to represent sport movement 

in the Governing Board Bureau. The Governing Board is composed of the Council of 

Europe member states which are part of the EPAS, and its Bureau is elected by the 

members of the Governing Board. The Governing Board Bureau comprises a Chair, one 

Vice-Chair, four other members and two representatives of sport movement without a 

right to vote. ENGSO was elected to be one of the sport representatives in the Bureau.  

EU Seminars 

ENGSO has been encouraging debate about EU sport policy and actions throughout 

2014 and early 2015 by providing ENGSO member organisations with information on the 

current developments related to sport in Europe. Biannual ENGSO Forums are key 

events to exchange information about the current European sport policy and encourage 

ENGSO member organisations to actively participate in the debate.  

EU Seminar, organised in the context of the ENGSO General Assembly in Nice in 

May 2014, had the Head of Sport Unit from the European Commission, Mr Yves Le 

Lostecque as a speaker, who gave a comprehensive overview on the latest 

developments in the EU sport policy. Also an update on the Council of Europe 

International Convention on Fight against the Manipulation of Sport Results, was given 

by Mr Harri Syväsalmi, who was a Chair of the Drafting Group of the Convention. In 

addition, EU Proposal for Strategic Actions 2014-2020 on Gender Equality in Sport, EU 

Action Plan on Childhood Obesity 2014-2020 and results of the Eurobarometer on Sport 

and Physical Activity were presented to the participants. 
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Another EU Seminar was organised within the framework of the 17th ENGSO Forum, on 

a ferry between Stockholm and Helsinki on 27 October 2014. Once again, an update on 

the current EU sport policy was given, this time by the Policy Officer, Ms Agata 

Dziarnowska, from the Sport Unit of the European Commission. Deputy Executive 

Secretary, Mr Francois Tricarico, from the Council of Europe presented the ongoing 

activities related to EPAS, the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport.  

ENGSO as an Active Contributor to the 6th IWG World Conference on Women and Sport 

The 6th IWG World Conference on Women and Sport held in Helsinki on 12-15 June 2014 

motivated and encouraged more than 800 women and men from all over the world to 

"lead the change, be the change", and continue their work towards better 

representation of women in sport, physical activity, sports policy and coaching.  

The conference was built around five main themes: Move Me!, Buck the Trend, 100% 

Sport, Be Your Best Coach and Sport without Fear, each covered by a plenary session 

and accompanied by nine parallel sessions. 

ENGSO was one of the partner organisations of the conference, and organised one of 

the parallel sessions "Sport funding in the future - will women remain an untapped 

resource?”. In this session gender equality and sport funding, as well as the role of 

Lotteries in financing grassroots sport were tackled, followed by a panel discussion with 

European stakeholders. In addition, representatives of ENGSO actively took part in the 

conference. ENGSO President, Birgitta Kervinen, shared ENGSO's insights and future 

plans on the main stage during the plenary session "Buck the trend - leading the change 

in sport policy". During the session "European initiatives on gender equality in sport", 

ENGSO Executive Committee Member, Sallie Barker, together with Professor Kari 

Fasting and Evelina Georgiades, reported on the EU Proposal for Strategic Actions on 

Gender Equality in Sport. ENGSO Sports Policy Director, Heidi Pekkola, took up the role 

of a moderator in one of the parallel sessions. 

ENGSO's key message at the Conference was to turn the focus from policies into action. 

Apart from promoting the incorporation of gender equality in European sports policy, 

ENGSO has continued its commitment to taking concrete actions e.g. by having 
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organised the WILD and ENTER projects and by currently implementing the SCORE 

project on gender equality in coaching. 

ENGSO Co-operation with the European Lotteries  

The Members of the European Lotteries (EL) have been the 

prime partners of sport for decades, providing sustainable 

funding of more than 2 billion EUR to the European sport 

each year, with the grassroots sport as the main 

beneficiary. EL has also been extremely pro-active in terms 

of the fight against match-fixing, and has taken numerous 

initiatives to address the phenomenon. 

ENGSO and EL cooperate especially to promote grassroots sport in Europe and in the 

field of fight against match-fixing. The two organisations also support each other's 

events and raise topics of common interest, e.g. the sustainable financing of grassroots 

sport into the public discussion. ENGSO and EL were both partners in the EU Preparatory 

Action Project “What national networks to fight against match-fixing” of the Institute of 

International and Strategic Relations (IRIS), which took place from the beginning of 2013 

until mid 2014. 

Following a long, fruitful cooperation over the last seven years, ENGSO renewed its 

partnership with the European Lotteries, following a meeting of the Presidents of the 

two organisations in Brussels, on 21 January 2015. 

ENGSO as Partner of the EU Office of the European Olympic Committees 

ENGSO has continued to be a partner of the EU Office of 

the European Olympic Committees (EOC EU Office) and 

ENGSO Sports Policy Director is based in the Office in 

Brussels. This partnership and the placement in Brussels 

guarantee ENGSO a dynamic presence in the heart of all the EU actions in the field of 

sport, and the possibility to closely follow and influence the discussions. In 2014 and 

early 2015, ENGSO and the EOC EU Office have influenced together e.g. the Erasmus+ 

Sport Programme to improve the chances of grassroots sport to participate in the 
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Programme. As a part of her duties, ENGSO Sports Policy Director contributes to the 

work of the Office. 

Be an attractive network for exchange of knowledge and experience 

The various project and activities of ENGSO bring people together from all over Europe 

allowing them to interact, exchange good practices and develop a common vision. 

ENGSO serves as a platform of sharing information and experience. 

ENGSO General Assembly 

The General Assembly gives an opportunity to member organisations to influence the 

work of ENGSO, among others, by obtaining voluntary positions in the Executive 

Committee or the different Working Groups of ENGSO, approving yearly budget, and 

voting on European sport political statements. ENGSO General Assembly fosters debate 

and reflection on European sport issues and encourages interaction among member 

organisations as well as between ENGSO and other governmental and civil society 

organisations. ENGSO organises its statutory meeting once a year.  

The 22nd ENGSO General Assembly took place in Nice, France, on 16-17 May 2014, 

hosted by the French Olympic Committee. Besides the annual report and annual 

accounts, budget and action plan for 2014 were also approved. In accordance to the 

General Assembly the Executive Committee of ENGSO also wanted to discuss the 

membership structure and the membership fees of ENGSO. Therefore, Executive 

Committee member Lotte Büchert and Secretary General Helena Carlsson led a 

discussion based on a consultation survey that was sent to all members in the beginning 

of 2014. The aim of this survey was to identify the members´ views on the future of 

ENGSO, on what should be the key priorities of ENGSO, how membership structure and 

fees should be arranged and how member organisations could make ENGSO stronger. 

The session at the General Assembly was followed up by a session at the Forum 2014. 
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ENGSO Forum 

17th ENGSO Forum was organised 

on a ferry between Stockholm and 

Helsinki on 27-29 October 2014 

around the theme "physical 

education and activities in 

schools" with around half a 

hundred participants. Today, as 

child obesity reaches record high 

levels and endangers the lives of our children as well as the older generation, physical 

education and activities in schools are hot topics. Schools are primary living 

environments for children and youth and can create opportunities for all children to 

engage in physical activity. 

The Forum kicked off with the ENGSO EU Seminar and included a study visit to the 

Metropolitan Sports Academy in Helsinki. The Forum was structured in three different 

sessions: Session I: "Scientific approach to physical education and activities in schools", 

Session II: "National and European policies", Session III: "Good practice cases around 

Europe". 

By organising the event ENGSO hoped that participants could widen their perspectives 

on physical activity and participation in the framework of education and schools in the 

widest sense. The invited experts presented latest research and scientific findings, 

shared national and European policy examples, and recommended good practice cases 

from across Europe. 

After each presentation the floor was open to comments and discussions, which made 

the Forum interactive and a real brainstorming experience. The Forum was also an 

excellent opportunity for networking with international experts, European policy-

makers from the European Commission and the Council of Europe, professors, 

researchers and stakeholders from ENGSO member organisations. 
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Sports Policy Consultant Mikkel Nortoft 

Magelund from the NOC and Sports 

Confederation of Denmark shared insights 

on the successful lobbying process to have 

45 minutes of physical activity in Danish 

public schools every day. Photo: Andrej 

Pisl© 

 

 

SCORE Project Co-financed by the First Call of the New EU Erasmus+ Sport Programme 

SCORE, which is an acronym for 

"Strengthening Coaching with the 

Objective to Raise Equality", is the 

name of a project that promotes 

equal opportunities, namely gender 

equality in coaching, and focuses on 

increasing the number of employed 

and volunteer female coaches at all 

levels of sport as well as enhancing knowledge on gender equality in coach education. 

The project is targeted at sports and coaching organisations at all levels, more 

specifically coaches, trainers, former athletes, volunteers and decision-makers in the 

field of coaching. The SCORE project is led by ENGSO and supported by the first call of 

the new EU Erasmus+ Sport Programme. 

Over the course of the project, an "awareness pack" 

will be developed with different tools targeted both 

at sports organisations and coaches to increase 

gender equality in coaching. Another main element 

of the project is the development of an education 

programme for mentors, which will be implemented 
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during the project. The SCORE kick-off meeting took place in Stockholm, Sweden, on 

16-17 February 2015 and the project will be finalised by the end of 2016. It is honoured 

to have a comprehensive partner network: 

 European Non-Governmental Sports Organisation ENGSO (project coordinator) 

 sports coach UK 

 Finnish Coaches Association 

 International Council of Coaching Excellence (ICCE) 

 European Observatoire of Sport and Employment (EOSE) 

 Sport and Citizenship 

 European University Sports Association (EUSA) 

 German Olympic Sports Confederation (DOSB) 

 Swedish Sports Confederation (RF) 

 National Olympic Committee of Croatia (NOC Croatia) 

 Lithuanian Union of Sports Federations (LUSF) 

 Cyprus Sports Organisation (CSO) 

 Portuguese Sports Confederation (CDP) 

ENGSO as Partner in the “What national networks to fight against match-fixing in 

sport?” Project 

In January 2013, Institute of International and Strategic 

Relations (IRIS), launched an 18-month program jointly 

financed by the European Commission and the European 

Lotteries (EL). The programme was carried out in 

partnership with SportAccord, ENGSO, the University of 

Salford and the French think-tank Sport and Citizenship.  

One of the main objectives of the project was to raise 

awareness on match-fixing as one of the major threats to sport at the moment, and on 

the potential betting-related risks. In the course of the project, more than 20 national 

seminars were organised around Europe to bring together the relevant stakeholders 

from the sport movement, governments, betting industry and regulators. ENGSO’s role 
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in the project, with its member organisations, was to identify the relevant participants 

from the sport movement in each country. Through organising national seminars, 

ENGSO provided its member organisations with comprehensive information on the 

subject, and in many countries for the first time, a platform to bring together all the 

relevant stakeholders.  

ENGSO Youth 

Strengthening each and every young person within the network has driven activities of 

the ENGSO Youth throughout the previous year. Youth in sport are finding their place 

within the decision-making processes by bridging communication, approaches and 

experiences. ENGSO Youth in 2014 has also been driven by the joint commitment to one 

of the main topics in Europe, when dimension and role of sport was introduced to tackle 

youth unemployment.  

The voice of youth in sport continues to be represented, witnessed by the daily-growing 

network. ENGSO Youth’s mission has never changed, but progressed to be even wider 

recognized as a network of agents for youth policies, players for youth and sport at EU 

level, promoters of prevention of abuse, empowerment of young people and 

participation in sports. Developing supportive environment and funding structures, 

ENGSO Youth is increasing opportunities, views and interests of young people in their 

diversity at the European level, youth exchanges and voluntary services, non-formal and 

informal learning and activity programmes targeted for young people.  

 

Active Youth as a Foundation of Active Society 

Activism of young people lays down in the basis of society’s development. ENGSO Youth 

is aiming to raise the voice of youth, but moreover and more often to give the voice to 

youth, empowering them to step in and take a role in decision making processes. At the 

same time, ENGSO Youth team, with appreciated support of the ENGSO member 

organisations is continuously trying to raise awareness among key players and decision 

makers of importance of their support to youth participation and activism. Throughout 

the past months, ENGSO Youth have been active in/for: 
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 EDUCATION THROUGH SPORT - As a partner in an education through sport 

initiative ENGSO Youth sent 3 young delegates to take part in the “Let’s build an 

ETS community” seminar. Fitting into a larger agenda to create an ETS 

community, the idea behind the event is simple, to promote, spread and 

develop Education through Sport; using physical activity as a tool for education 

and lifelong skills. 

 ENGSO Youth was able to spread information about its activities and enlarge the 

network by attending the 5th HEPA Conference (Health-Enhancing Physical 

Activity) with particular regard to the meeting of the Working Group on children 

and adolescents which focuses on the promotion of health through physical 

activity and making equal opportunities of healthy lifestyle, regardless of the 

social status.  

 ENGSO Youth has coordinated the project application and network in the EU 

Funding Programme DAPHNE III. ENGSO Youth is a member of the Steering 

Group of the project “Youth Sport stand-up for Youth rights” and has used the 

opportunity to follow-up the actions started with the previous EU Project 

“Prevention of sexualized violence in sports”, by sharing the best practices and 

disseminating the results of this important initiative.  

 “Sport Employs YOUrope” is an initiative with the purpose to raise awareness on 

different possibilities within sport sector and help people to develop, recognize 

and use sport related skills. Along with its partners, ENGSO Youth explores the 

potential of increasing youth employability through sports. The project team is 

finalising a toolkit which will present a basis for further purposes and initiatives. 

Sport can be used as a tool for fostering employability and now is the time to 

invest. 

 ENGSO Youth has been invited to provide an expertise in European funding 

opportunities during the UNESCO & European Athletics Young Leader’s Forum. 

The forum brought together roughly 40 nations from every corner of Europe. 

ENGSO Youth through its representatives has been in charge of a facilitation of 

some of the sessions. 
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 Youth voice in sport has been well and actively represented in the project 

meetings of TAFISA’s “Recall: Games of the Past – Sports for Today” and ICES’s 

“Safeguarding Youth Sport”. ENGSO Youth is offering a support to TAFISA and its 

partners through youth perspective in using Traditional Sport and Games as a 

contribution to today’s issues. International Centre of Ethics in Sport is building 

strong partnerships to prevent integrity threats of young athletes and ENGSO 

Youth is a Steering Committee member of the project. 

 ENGSO Youth aims to further develop youth volunteers’ structures spreading 

and strengthening ENGSO Youth Young Delegates‘ network, building up a 

database to encourage more volunteering in member organistions’ structures 

throughout Europe, enabling access of activities and experiences to further 

groups of young Europeans. In the meantime, ENGSO Youth with its team and 

with the support of ENGSO and ENGSO member organisations will continue to 

follow events, discussions and consultations on leading European sport policy 

topics and aim to offer expertise in youth and spors matters. 
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ENGSO Co-operation with other European and International Organisations and 

Networks 

 

 

 

  

 

ENGSO has continued to strengthen its co-operation with several European and 

international organisations and networks. ENGSO is recognised by the International 

Olympic Committee (IOC). The President of the European Olympic Committees, 

Patrick Hickey, mentioned during the EOC General Assembly in November 2014 that 

EOC and ENGSO work together in line to achieve common goals.  

ENGSO works closely with the European Women and Sport (EWS) network on issues 

concerning equality through ENGSO Executive Committee member, Sallie Barker, 
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who is representing ENGSO in the EWS Steering Group. Furthermore, ENGSO 

cooperates with the following organisations: The Association For International Sport 

for All (TAFISA), European Fairplay Movement (EFPM), European Physical Education 

Association (EUPEA), European Athlete Student Network (EAS), European University 

Sports Association (EUSA), Comité Sportif International du Travail (CSIT), European 

Gay and Lesbian Sport Federation (EGLSF), International Council for Sport Science 

and Physical Education (ICSSPE) and the Peace and Sport International Forum. 

ENGSO has participated in several events organised by these organisations. 

 

ENGSO is an IOC-

recognised organisation. 

ENGSO President 

Birgitta Kervinen and 

Sports Policy Director 

Heidi Pekkola with IOC 

President Thomas Bach 

and his wife at the EOC 

General Assembly in 

Baku, Azerbaijan.  
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Upgrade and consolidate the internal organisation of ENGSO 

The ENGSO Executive Committee convenes five to six times a year, while the ENGSO EU 

Working Group and the ENGSO Communication and Marketing Working Group meet 

two to three times a year. 

ENGSO Executive Committee Meetings 

 

The Executive Committee (ExCom) is composed of nine individuals: four officers 

(President, Vice-President, Secretary General and Treasurer), four members and the 

Chair of ENGSO Youth Committee (Ex Officio), who meet four to six times a year. ENGSO 

Sports Policy Director and President Advisor usually attend the meetings, as well. At the 

meetings, the Executive Committee discusses and prepares issues that are under its 

responsibility as indicated in the ENGSO Statutes. Between May 2014 and April 2015, 

the ExCom met five times as follows: Nice (May 2014), Stockholm (September 2014), 

Stockholm (October 2014), Saariselkä (February 2015) and Copenhagen (March 2015). 

One of these being a two-day meeting to have more comprehensive strategic 

discussions, e.g. on financing and membership structure. The main points of discussion 

in the ExCom meetings throughout 2014 were about the membership structure and 

fees, the Strategy for 2015 to 2019, strengthening the political role of ENGSO, and 

consolidating the internal organisation.  
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The Executive Committee 2014-2015: 

President: Birgitta Kervinen 

Vice President: Predrag Manojlovic 

Secretary General: Helena Carlsson 

Treasurer: Carlos Cardoso 

Members: Sallie Barker 

Lotte Büchert 

Romana Caput-Jogunica 

Karin Mattsson Weijber 

ENGSO Youth Chair: Jan Holze 

 

In Memoriam – Predrag Manojlovic (1951-2014) 

 

Predrag Manojlovic, Vice-President and former Secretary General of ENGSO, passed 

away on short notice in September 2014. His death was unexpected and the 

announcement was received with great sadness. From 2000 to 2009 Mr. Manojlovic was 

the Secretary General of the Olympic Committee of Yugoslavia, Serbia and Montenegro 

and of present day Serbia. He was elected as Secretary General of ENGSO in 2005 and 

ran the organisation for eight years. In June 2013, he was elected as Vice-President of 
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ENGSO.  

Mr. Manojlovic was truly dedicated to the work of ENGSO. ENGSO will remember him 

for his strategic thinking and capability to determine long-term goals and visions as well 

as his commitment towards strengthening ENGSO Youth. People and organisations all 

over Europe sent condolences, flowers and thoughts to ENGSO, colleagues and his 

family. 

ENGSO EU Working Group Meetings 

The EU Working Group coordinates rapid lobbying activities and smooth working 

procedures, and facilitates the involvement of ENGSO members. The Working Group 

responds to EU legislation and sport political issues in the best interests of sport and 

acts as a consultative body for the Executive Committee and Sports Policy Director in 

their dealings with the EU institutions on sport political matters. It also shares 

information on the European sport policy and funding opportunities related to sport. 

In 2014, the Working Group held two meetings, in May and October, to discuss sport 

policy issues, such as the EU Elections and ENGSO’s contacts with the new MEPs, Council 

Work Plan, the new EU Erasmus+ Sport Funding Programme, ENGSO Forum, EU 

Seminar, Council Expert Groups and the ENGSO Manifesto – Priorities for Grassroots 

Sport. The Working Group was monitoring and evaluating its work measured against its 

Work Plan continuously in each meeting. 

ENGSO Communication and Marketing Working Group Meetings 

The Communication and Marketing Working Group is responsible for ENGSO’s visibility 

and proper dissemination of information of ENGSO activities. It ensures that all Member 

Organisations and stakeholders are aware of and engaged in the work of ENGSO. In 

2014, the Working Group held two meetings, one in person in Nice on 17 May and the 

next, an online meeting through Skype on 18 November. The discussions covered two 

main topics: 

1. Maintaining and enlarging the ENGSO network: ensuring an up-to-date list of 

contacts, as well as a regular flow of information with the current members and 
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partners, on the one hand, and on the other, finding suitable approaches to 

widen the existing network. 

2. Discussing and deciding for the events and occasions, as well as side-events, to 

best raise the profile of ENGSO. 

Tasks of ENGSO Personnel 

During 2014 the Executive Committee members have worked on consolidating and 

strengthening the internal organisation of ENGSO. This means, for instance, that the 

ENGSO personnel have held regular team meetings and their duties have been clarified 

according to job descriptions. The division of tasks among the staff is as follows: 

ENGSO Secretary General: 

 Membership issues 

 General communication 

 Executive Committee meetings: practical organisation of the meeting and 

preparation of the agendas 

 ENGSO events: organisation of ENGSO GAs and Forums with ENGSO Sports 

Policy Director, ENGSO President Advisor and ENGSO Assistant 

 Organisation of online office meeting with ENGSO staff  once a month 

 Representation of ENGSO 

 Responsibility for archives 

ENGSO Sports Policy Director: 

 EU matters 

 Sport policy 

 Representation in Brussels 

 ENGSO events:  organisation in cooperation with ENGSO Secretary General, 

ENGSO President Advisor and ENGSO Assistant  



ENGSO 
 

ENGSO Annual Report 2014/2015 33 

 

  

 ENGSO EU Working Group: coordination of meetings (technical preparation and 

agenda) 

ENGSO Assistant: 

 Communication tools, newsletter, website, social media 

 ENGSO Communication and Marketing Working Group: coordination of 

meetings (technical preparation and agenda) 

 Assistance to the Sports Policy Director and Secretary General 

ENGSO President Advisor: 

 Contact of ENGSO President 

 Coordinate the President´s participation in the external events 

 Cooperation with partners which concerns ENGSO President 

 Communication on behalf of the President 

Furthermore, other personnel in case needed, such as Accountant, Project Assistant, 

Editor and Graphic Designer, took part in the preparation of the ENGSO events, 

meetings, activities and communication materials.  

Develop clear and effective profile and communication methods 

Clear communication is an important method for ENGSO in order to reach the widest 

audience possible. ENGSO’s communication activities also provide an opportunity to 

member organisations and partners to market their initiatives, activities, and sport 

development issues and disseminate information at European level. 

ENGSO Website 
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ENGSO website (www.engso.eu) provides information about ENGSO and its activities to 

the public broadly and serves as a platform of sharing information to members. ENGSO 

updates its website on a regular basis with the latest ENGSO news, the results of ENGSO 

events and latest policy documents. In addition, ENGSO Newsletter is also published on 

the website. 

ENGSO Newsletters 

 

The ENGSO Newsletter, Sport in Europe, serves as a forum for sharing information, 

experiences and challenges, reporting all the developments on the European sport 

policy front, providing an opportunity for ENGSO member organisations and partners to 

market their initiatives, as well as containing a calendar of upcoming events.  

In 2014, as in the previous year, ENGSO carried on publishing the Newsletter four times 

during the year, capturing European sport issues facing today’s sports organisations. 

ENGSO in the Social Media 

In today’s world social media are an integral and indisputably important part of the 

marketing mix and communication methods for any organisation or business. In the 

same way, ENGSO is trying to take best advantage of these media. In fact, the use of 

social media is essential for ENGSO to disseminate information to members and 

stakeholders.  

During 2014 and to-date, ENGSO has kept the frequent flow of information on its 

Facebook page (www.facebook.com/engso.eu) and has seen a steady increase in the 

number of individuals following the Page, as it is depicted in the figure below. 

http://www.engso.eu/newsletters.php
http://www.facebook.com/engso.eu
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Furthermore, ENGSO is pleased to announce the launch of its Twitter account, 

@ENGSOsport (https://twitter.com/ENGSOsport), in early 2015. The Twitter account 

will not only provide ENGSO with a new channel for communicating information but will 

also open up new opportunities for real-time engagement in the important 

conversations, in which ENGSO has stake. 

Improve the quality of planning and increase organisational resources 

Monitoring and Evaluation of the ENGSO Strategic Plan 2011-2015 

Monitoring and evaluation of the ENGSO Strategic Plan 2011-2015 also belonged to the 

key tasks of ENGSO in 2014, and was regularly executed in each meeting of the 

Executive Committee. Monitoring and evaluation included the review of the 

effectiveness of the Strategic Plan and Action Plan for 2014 and their impact, as well as 

recommendations for future actions. These have served as input in the creation of the 

Work Plan for 2015.  

  

https://twitter.com/ENGSOsport
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Contacts 

Membership issues, ENGSO events, 

general communication 

Helena Calrsson 

ENGSO Secretary General 

Idrotten hus 

114 73 Stockholm, Sweden 

+46 86 99 61 34  

ENGSO.Secretariat@rf.se 

EU matters, sport policy, representation 

in Brussels 

Heidi Pekkola 

ENGSO Sports Policy Director 

Avenue de Cortenbergh 52 

1000 Brussels, Belgium 

+32 27 38 03 25, +32 47 90 68 73 

pekkola@euoffice.eurolympic.org 

Communication tools (newsletter, 

website, social media) 

Orsolya Tolnay 

ENGSO Assistant 

Avenue de Cortenbergh 52 

1000 Brussels, Belgium 

+43 699 18 34 21 34 

tolnay@euoffice.eurolympic.org 

 

Contact of ENGSO President 

Niina Toroi 

Advisor of ENGSO President 

Finnish Sports Confederation VALO 

FI-00093 VALO, Finland 

+358 40 521 32 82  

niina.toroi@noc.fi 

ENGSO Place of Registration 

Avenue Pierre de Coubertin 1, 

75013 Paris Cedex 13, France 


