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Presentation outline 

 

 
• UK political climate – major  changes in education policy 

 

• Why we care about school sport 

 

• Overview of previous Labour government policy 

 

• Changes since 2010 

 

• Our priorities 

 

• The future? 



Why we care about school sport 

• School sport is essential in building active habits for 

life – and much more than that 

• Major changes since 2010 have caused disruption 

and have been damaging 

• Unclear about the full impact of those changes at 

this stage.  

• Priorities: 

• Physical activity and literacy not just competitive 

sport 

• Teacher training  

• Inspections 

• Consistency and clarity 

• Recognition, support and replication of good 

work 



Labour Government Policy 2002-10 

 

 

 

• PE, School Sport and Club Links (PESSCL) policy 

launched 2002. Overall funding £1.5bn, delivered between 

2003-8 

• Aim was to increase numbers doing 2 hours of “high 

quality” PE and sport every week to 75% by 2006. 

Delivered through 450 School Sport Partnerships (SSPs) 

in England 

• New National Curriculum in 2007 retained PE as a 

compulsory subject 

• PESSCL extended in 2008 with additional funding to 2011 

– introduction of the “5 hour offer” 

• 2009 Ofsted report showed “major impact” on PE and in 

widening participation, though the strong track record in 

KS1-3 of delivering 2 hours was not consistent into KS4 

• By September 2010, 84% KS1-4 receiving 2 hours (40% 

increase from 2003).  



2010 -  

• October 2010: “Refocusing sport in schools to build a 

lasting legacy of the 2012 games”: scrapping of the 

previous strategy and removal of the £162m per year 

annual funding, including funds for SSPs.  

• Clear (and ongoing) emphasis on competitive sport 

• Radical (and immediate) scaling back of central 

requirements and monitoring 

• Announcement met with widespread opposition 

• Creation of the School Games  

• Primary School Sport Premium (PSSP) 

• New PE specialist primary teachers (120) in post 

September 2013 – we await the results.  
 



Our priorities 

• Clarity – PE/school sport/physical activity/physical literacy 

• Better quality teaching, more qualified teachers 

• Schools well equipped to invest money well  

• Good quality experiences 

• Role of the sport and recreation sector 

• Recognition (and better evidence) of the wider importance 

of good quality provision in schools 

• Facilities  

• Delivering on already won commitments – swimming!  

• Data and evidence  



The future 

• High level of uncertainty 

• Further cuts 

• Labour plans 

• Restore 2 hour commitment 

• Integrate schools/after school care and sport? 

• Likely return to more structured approach (SSPs?) 

• Research and targets 

• ‘Taster days’ 

• Increasing links to health and (in)activity  



 
 
 

Thank you. 
 

Any questions? 
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