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ATTACK SITE DESCRIPTION 
Terrace Mountain is a rugged mountain encompassing approximately 15 square miles located in the Bridger-

Teton National Forest between the North and South Forks of the Buffalo River, approximately 44 miles 

northeast of Jackson, WY (Figures 1-3). The elevation ranges approximately from 7,500 ft to 10,000 ft. The 

area is comprised of open grassy slopes, talus slopes, rugged cliffs at the ridge tops and dense pockets of 

spruce-fir evergreen trees scattered throughout. Natural springs occur and have produced several ponds and 

small grassy meadows mostly along the north aspect of the mountain. Game trails and non-maintained horse 

trails used by animals and people traverse the mountain. Grizzly bears inhabit the area.  

 

 
Figure 1.  Google Earth™ image of Uptain fatality location in the Bridger-Teton National Forest. Universal Transverse Mercator 

(UTM) location of attack is 568056 East, 4859578 North, Zone 12T. 



 

 

Mark Uptain Fatal Grizzly Bear Attack Report 

Page 3 of 34 

 

 
Figure 2.  AllTopo™ map of Uptain Fatality location in the Bridger-Teton National Forest. Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) 

location of attack is 568056 East, 4859578 North, Zone 12T. 
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Figure 3.  WGFD Aerial photograph from SAR helicopter of Uptain fatality location in the Bridger-Teton National Forest. Universal 

Transverse Mercator (UTM) location of attack is 568056 East, 4859578 North, Zone 12T. View is looking southwest. 

 

 

ATTACK DETAILS 

Interviews with Mr. Corey Chubon were conducted when he arrived at Turpin Meadows via helicopter 

on September 14 and subsequent telephone interviews in the weeks following the attack – See Appendix 

II:  Mr. Chubon reported that he was being guided by Uptain while archery elk hunting and had “made a poor 

shot” on a bull elk on Thursday, September 13, 2018. He reported that he and Uptain traveled from the Turpin 

Meadows trailhead (Appendix III photos 1-3) and located the dead elk after following a large blood trail, the 

next day, Friday, September 14, 2018, at approximately 1300 hours. Chubon stated the elk appeared 

undisturbed because it had not been feed upon, dragged, or cached. The two men were approximately 3-4 yards 

apart and were almost finished processing the elk for transport via horses when they heard the noise of rocks 

banging.  Chubon reported that suddenly, two bears came charging toward them from downhill (Figure 4). 

Although the initial interview with Chubon reports the bears approached from uphill, Chubon stated in multiple 

subsequent interviews, that the bears approached from downhill.  Both men began yelling as the larger of the 

bears attacked Uptain.  Chubon reported that he ran over to retrieve a holstered 10mm semi-automatic handgun 

located about 5-10 yards away on top of Uptain’s backpack.   Chubon reported he could not get a clear shot at 

the bear because it was attacking Uptain. Chubon described the second, smaller bear as staying “back a little 

ways” at this point of the attack. The first bear disengaged Uptain and charged Chubon, who stated he could not 

remember if he attempted to pull the trigger on the handgun or not.  Chubon stated that he was able to side-step 

the bear as it grabbed his right boot with its mouth (Appendix III, photos 4-5).  Chubon said he was partially 















Mark Uptain Fatal Grizzly Bear Attack Report 

Page 11 of 34 

APPENDIX I.  WGFD FORENSIC LABORATORY REPORT 
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APPENDIX III.  SELECT PHOTOS 

Photo 1: Bear warning signs at Turpin Meadows trailhead on 9-15-2018. 

Photo 2: Bear warning signs at Turpin Meadows trailhead on 9-15-2018. 








































