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Here is a tally of the mortalities listed in the IGBST annual reports, including a comparison with the 

allowable targets as per the delisting rule. One thing that is remarkable is that the annual reports used 

to list whether or not mortality levels were breached each year, but only up through 2014 (eg, see 2014 

at 30). Then IGBST stopped the practice, just as mortalities jumped during 2015, and you now have to do 

the math yourself. So much for transparency.  

Also, in the case of 2018, the sex of 3 dead bears and the subsequent death of 2 additional 2018 deaths 

listed in the 2019 mort data base may change the degree to which the mortality levels were breached.  

Target: Allowable Grizzly Bear Mortalities, calculated for grizzlies bears inside the DMA, as a 

percentage of the total number of bears estimated in the population:   

 7.6% of adult females, 7.6% dependent young, 15% males 

Tally of mortalities for independent-aged bears, by sex:  

2015 Annual Report (page 37) 

 Females dead = 25  10% of population   (cf 7.6% allowable)  

2016 Annual Report (page 36)  

Males dead = 37  15.6% of the population  (cf 15% allowable) 

2017 Annual Report (page 37) 

 Females dead = 21  8.4% of the population   (cf 7.6% allowable) 

2018 Annual Report (page 41) 

 Males dead = 38  15.3% of the population  (cf 15% allowable) 

IGBST footnote: “this number may change depending on DNA analysis of sex of 3 mortalities in 

2018”; Also, 2 additional dead bears were listed as killed in 2018 but were listed in the 2019 

mortality data base, so the reported breach may be worse: 

https://www.usgs.gov/data-tools/2019-known-and-probable-grizzly-bear-mortalities-greater-

yellowstone-ecosystem 

Note: Total number of females dead is reported as 15, which is 6.1% of the population. But 

female mortalities could have been breached too, depending on the sex of above bear deaths.   

https://www.usgs.gov/data-tools/2019-known-and-probable-grizzly-bear-mortalities-greater-yellowstone-ecosystem
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