“18089. Among the most extraordinary events of this year was the renewal of the friendship and intercourse
between Mr. John Adams and Mr. Jefferson, the two ex-Presidents of the United States. They met for the first time
in the Congress of 1775. Their principles of liberty, their ardent attachment to their country. . . being exactly the
same, they were strongly attracted to each other and became personal as well as political friends. . . . A difference
of opinion upon the objects and issue of the French Revolution separated them during the years in which that
great event interested and divided the American people. The predominance of the party which favored the French
cause threw Mr. Adams out of the Chair of the United States in the year 1800 and placed Mr. Jefferson there in his
stead. The former retired with resignation and dignity to his seat at Quincy, where he spent the evening of his life
in literary and philosophical pursuits, surrounded by an amiable family and a few old and affectionate friends. The
latter resigned the Chair of the United States in the year 1808, sick of the cares and disgusted with the intrigues of
public life, and retired to his seat at Monticello, in Virginia, where he spent the remainder of his days in the
cultivation of a large farm agreeably to the new system of husbandry. In the month of November 1809, Mr. Adams
addressed a short letter to his friend Mr. Jefferson in which he congratulated him upon his escape to the shades of
retirement and domestic happiness, and concluded it with assurances of his regard and good wishes for his
welfare. This letter did great honor to Mr. Adams. It discovered a magnanimity known only to great minds. Mr.
Jefferson replied to this letter and reciprocated expressions of regard and esteem. These letters were followed by a
correspondence of several years in which they mutually reviewed the scenes of business in which they had been
engaged, and candidly acknowledged to each other all the errors of opinion and conduct into which they had
fallen during the time they filled the same station in the service of their country. Many precious aphorisms [truths],
the result of observation, experience, and profound reflection, it is said, are contained in these letters. It is to be
hoped the world will be favored with a sight of them. . . . These gentlemen sunk into the grave nearly at the same

time, full of years and rich in the gratitude and praises of their country. 1



