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 AMENDED COMPLAINT IN ROCKY FLATS TRAILS, VISITOR CENTER CASE 

CITES $10+ MILLION IN IMPROPER FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS  
BEFORE REQUIRED ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW OF BUILDING PLANS; 

PLAINTIFFS SEEK RETURN OF MONEY SPENT TO OPEN SITE 
      Groups seeking to stop construction of trails and a visitor center at the former Rocky Flats nuclear 

weapons production site today claimed that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has illegally spent 

money on the project without a required study of environmental risks and policy options. In an amended 

complaint filed in U.S. District Court in Denver this morning, plaintiffs called for a return of improperly 

spent funds and reinforced their motion for a preliminary injunction to stop the building process.  

      Randall Weiner, the plaintiffs’ attorney, explained, “By spending millions of dollars on the project 

before conducting an environmental analysis, FWS is creating ‘bureaucratic momentum’ in favor of 

opening the site to the public next summer. Allowing FWS to proceed will harm my clients’ missions of 

public education, informed consent, and health protection. All improperly spent funds must be returned.”  

      According to Fish & Wildlife Service documents obtained by plaintiffs, the agency is in the process of 

receiving $8.315 million in federal funding for the Multipurpose Facility. A final payment is due by the end 

of September. FWS has already spent money to design the facility. FWS has also received $1,735,000 in 

funds for construction of the “Rocky Mountain Greenway,” which was recently rerouted through the site.  

      Plaintiffs include the Rocky Mountain Peace and Justice Center, Candelas Glows/Rocky Flats Glows, 

Rocky Flats Right to Know, Rocky Flats Neighborhood Association and Environmental Information 

Network. 

      Rocky Flats manufactured plutonium components for U.S. nuclear weapons. In June 1989, the FBI 

raided the site for alleged violations of environmental laws. The plant shut down and never reopened. 

Parts of Rocky Flats are on the Superfund list of the nation’s most polluted sites. Radioactive and toxic 

materials contaminate soils and sediments. Questions about the accuracy of past sampling for plutonium 

remain unanswered. There have been recent reports of excess cancers among neighbors. 
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A copy of the amended motion in support of a preliminary injunction is available from 
randall@randallweiner.com or bobschaeffer@earthlink.net 
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