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The End of the

Khalifat Rashidah
or

The Establishment of the Umayyad Dynasty

INTRODUCTION

Islam  brought  peace,  brotherhood  and  anti-discrimination.  Clans,  that  were

previously in rivalry, were united1, the rights of women were finally guarded2 and

an Arab was nothing more worse than an Ethiopian3. The rule of the Prophet after

his migration to Madinah was  extremely successful by the permission of Allah.

1 The Sealed Nectar, by Saifur Rahman al-Mubarakpuri, p. 15

2 Riyadh as-Saliheen, Book 1, Hadeeth 628, graded as hasan saheeh

3 http://www.introductiontoislam.org/prophetlastsermon.shtml
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After the death of our beloved Prophet Muhammad in 632 CE, the Khilaafat

Raashidah lasted for 30 years as the Prophet had said: “The Caliphate of

Prophecy will  last  thirty years;  then Allah  will  give  the Kingdom of  His

Kingdom to anyone He wills.”4

The first kingdom after the Caliphate of Prophecy was given to Banu Umayyah

which lasted for about 90 years in Damascus, starting with the rule of Mu'awiyah

ibn Abi Sufyan in 661 CE and ending with the rule of Marwan II. in 750 CE. As

one of the members of the Umayyad house established the Umayyad rule in

Spain  in  756  CE,  it  continued  there  for  several  centuries  until  it  eventually

declined in the year 1236 CE5.

There were some factors which led to the establishment of the Umayyad Dynasty

which will be elaborated in short in this research paper.

FACTORS  THAN  LED  TO  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  UMAYYAD

DYNASTY

Rivalry of Banu Umayyah and Banu Hashim

Before the advent of Islam, Banu Umayyah was the richest and most powerful

clan in Makkah6 and led by Abu Sufyan7, who was initially the worst enemy of the

Prophet but later converted to Islam. As Prophet Muhammad did not belong to

4 Sunan Abi Dawood 4646, graded as hassan saheeh by al-Albani

5 http://www.britannica.com/topic/Umayyad-dynasty-Islamic-history

6 The Umayyads: The First Muslim Dynasty, p. 1
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Banu Umayyah but to Banu Hashim, which were the rivals of Banu Umayyah, he

had not been supported by Banu Umayyah until 627 CE.8

We just spoke about the Khilaafat Raashidah which lasted for 30 years. During

the Khilaafat Raashidah, the historical rivalry between Banu Umayyah and Banu

Hashim had been put down. The best part of this khilaafah, which was the first

half, was led by caliphs which were neither connected to Banu Umayyah nor to

Banu Hashim. Therefore,  there was no reason for  Banu Umayyah and Banu

Hashim  to  start  rivalry  again.  However,  in  the  second  half  of  the  Khilaafat

Raashidah which was not as successful as the first half, Ameer al-Mu'mineen

'Uthman was  connected  to  Banu  Umayyah  and  Ameer  al-Mu'mineen Ali  and

Hassan  were  connected  to  Banu  Hashim,  which  led  to  revival  of  the  rivalry

between the two clans.9

By that time, Mu'awiyah, who was the son of Abu Sufyan, had become the ruler

of Syria  where he ruled a total of 20 years from 640 to 660 CE10 after his elder

brother Yazid ibn Abi Sufyan, the former ruler of Syria, had died11.  In fact, he

established  his  own  rule  very  quickly  there  and  succeeded  against  the

Byzantines, which brought him power, respect and wealth12.

7 http://www.britannica.com/topic/Umayyad-dynasty-Islamic-history

8 http://www.britannica.com/topic/Umayyad-dynasty-Islamic-history

9 The History of Islam, Vol. 2, by Akbar Shah Najeebabadi, p. 19

10 http://www.britannica.com/biography/Muawiyah-I

11 The Umayyads: The First Muslim Dynasty, p. 1

12 The Umayyads: The First Muslim Dynasty, p. 1
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Assassination of Ameer al-Mu'mineen 'Uthman

When Ameer al-Mu'mineen 'Uthman ibn 'Affan was murdered in the year 656 CE

in Madinah because he was said to have given preferences of leadership and

other  preferences  to  members  of  Banu  Umayyah13,  his  nephew Mu'awiyah

sought to punish the murderers14. He was supported by great Muslims like Umm

al-Mu'mineen 'A'isha. However, Ameer al-Mu'mineen 'Ali, the successor of Ameer

al-Mu'mineen  'Uthman  refused  to  punish  the  murderers  as  he  set  different

priorities.  Therefore,  Mu'awiyah  rejected  'Ali  as  the  caliph  and  'Ali  asked

Mu'awiyah to resign from the leadership in Syria13.

This  ultimately  led  to  a  civil  war  between  'Ali's  supporters  and  Mu'awiyah's

supporters.

Fitnah between supporters of 'Ali and supporters of Mu'awiyah

The first battle was the Battle of al-Jamal which took lace only five months after

the assassination of Ameer al-Mu'mineen 'Uthman. It was a very bloody battle.

None  of  the  fighters  knew,  who  belonged  to  the  enemy  and  who  did  not.

Moreover, they had no idea why the battle actually started. As 'A'isha did not

have control over the bloody and confusing battle, so she tried to ease up the

situation and went into the battle riding on a camel. However, she and her camel

be the centre of the battle which lead to the defeat of Mu'awiyah.14

13 The History of Islam, Vol. 1, by Akbar Shah Najeebabadi, p. 437 ff.

14 The History of Islam, Vol. 1, by Akbar Shah Najeebabadi, p. 449 ff.
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The  second  battle  took  place  in  Summer  657  CE,  one  year  after  the

assassination of Ameer al-Mu'mineen, and is known as the Battle of Siffeen. In

this battle, there was no result after many duals were fought for seven days. On

the 8th day, the battle took its turn and many Muslims were killed in a bloody

battle. When Mu'awiyah was advised to send a copy of the Qur'an to 'Ali in order

to  avoid more bloodshed,  he did  so and 'Ali  accepted the Qur'an to  be their

judge.15 The battle was halted and therefore, peace was established between 'Ali

and Mu'awiyah.

Peace treaty between Ameer al-Mu'mineen Hassan and Mu'awiyah

When 'Ali was assassinated in the year 661 CE16, his son Hassan bin 'Ali was

chosen by the Muslim as the caliph17. However, at the same time, upon hearing

about  the assassination of  'Ali,   Mu'awiyah also called himself  the Ameer al-

Mu'mineen. When he came to know about the appointment of Hassan bin 'Ali, he

wanted Hassan to resign and to accept him as the caliph. Therefore, he went to

see Hassan accompanied by an army of 60,000 soldiers.18

Hassan was afraid of the seizure of Kufah went, accompanied by an army of

40,000 soldiers, towards Mu'awiyah. After the news spread that bloodshed had

begun, Hassan announced to his army, that he is not interested in war but in

15 The History of Islam, Vol. 1, by Akbar Shah Najeebabadi, p. 465 ff.

16 The History of Islam, Vol. 1, by Akbar Shah Najeebabadi, p. 495

17 The History of Islam, Vol. 1, by Akbar Shah Najeebabadi, p. 506 f.

18 The History of Islam, Vol. 1, by Akbar Shah Najeebabadi, p. 507
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peace. Upon hearing this,  some khawarij  harassed Hassan and declared him

blasphemous and Hassan fled.19

Mu'awiyah sent a messenger to Hassan for peace and Hassan sent a messenger

to  Mu'awiyah for  peace.  They agreed to  begin  a peace treaty.  In  this  treaty,

following terms were included: the Muslims should chose their caliph freely after

Mu'awiyah's death, the caliphate would not come back to the family of Hassan or

himself, the safety of the Muslims must be ensured, Mu'awiyah should stick to

the  Islamic  sources,  i.e.  Qur'an  and  Sunnah,  Mu'awiyah  should  not  fight  his

opponents.20

Mu'awiyah, upon receiving the signed peace treaty, began taking bay'ah from the

Muslims 6 months after Ameer al-Mu'mineen had become a caliph. 

To avoid any rumours among the Muslims about the peace treaty, Hassan was

asked my Mu'awiyah to give a speech. In this speech, Hassan said:  “Had the

command and caliphate been his right, he has got it; if it was mine, I bestowed it

on him.”21

Therefore, Mu'awiyah became the rightful Caliph after the Khilaafat Raashidah  in

the year 661 CE. Mu'awiyah died in the year 680 CE.22

CONCLUSION

19 The History of Islam, Vol. 1, by Akbar Shah Najeebabadi, p. 507ff

20 The History of Islam, Vol. 1, by Akbar Shah Najeebabadi, p. 510

21 The History of Islam, Vol. 1, by Akbar Shah Najeebabadi, p. 511

22 http://www.britannica.com/biography/Muawiyah-I
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The old rivalry, the assassination of 'Uthman, the fact that 'Ali refused to punish

the  assassins  of  'Uthman  and  the  resulting  civil  war  and  the  peace  treaty

between Ameer al-Mu'mineen Hassan and Mu'awiyah were all among the factors

that led to the establishment of the Umayyad dynasty.

History is full  of lessons for us today. That is why Allah has mentioned some

stories of the people of the past in the Qur'an. We can learn from the story of the

establishment  of  the  Umayyad  dynasty  what  led  to  the  destruction  of  the

Khilaafat Raashidah, i.e. the rivalry between two clans.

Allah says in the Qur'an:

ان ا ل يغير ما بقوم حتى يغيروا ما 

Indeed, Allah will not change بانفسهم

the condition of a people until they

change what is in themselves.23

23 Quran, 13:11
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