
January 6, 2018 ~ The Holy Theophany of Our Lord 
Epistle ~ Titus 2: 11-15; 3: 4-7

January 7, 2018 ~ Sunday after the Theophany of Our Lord 
Epistle ~ Ephesians 4: 7-13

We extend a warm welcome to all our parishioners and guests today. May your participation in the Divine Liturgy be truly fulfilling. 

“This is My beloved Son, with Whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:17) 

Все сьогодні сповнилося радости, Христос хрестився в Йордані! 

All creation is filled with rejoicing today, for Christ is baptized in the Jordan! 

Each January, many homes of Eastern Rite Chris-
tians are blessed with “Jordan Water.” While a 
house can be blessed at any time, it usually occurs 
following the “Great Blessing of Water” at the 
Feast of Theophany. By sanctifying our homes, we 
invite Christ to be a part of every area of our lives. 

It is a pious custom among some to give the priest a small do-
nation; however, it is not a requirement. Your priest comes 
to your home because he wants God's blessing to be upon it, 
and to get to know those in his flock better and to be available 
to them. If you would like your home blessed by Father Stepan 
this year, please call him at the rectory at 577-7721. 

 

December 30/31  

Envelopes and Loose: $995.00    Mission Fund: $83.10 

Special Projects: $20.00 Vigil Lights: $175.80  

The Nativity of Our Lord (Christmas): $180.00 

Thank you for your generosity ~ Щиро Вам дякуємо! 

The Mission Collection for December totalled $332.25 
which will be forwarded to St. Andrew’s Dew Drop Inn. 

The Catholic Family Development Centre has been cho-
sen to receive the Mission Collection for January.  

 

 
Thursday, January 11 

10:00 a.m. ~ Our Venerable Father Theodosius 
   † Annie Gacuk ~ 40

th
 Day 

   (Post-feast of Theophany) 

Saturday, January 13 

  5:00 p.m. ~ 32
nd

 Sunday after Pentecost (Zacchaeus) 
   Epistle Reader: Joseph Myslicki 

Sunday, January 14 

10:00 a.m. ~ 32nd Sunday after Pentecost (Zacchaeus) 
   Epistle Reader: Susan Soldan 

 

Christmas carolling will go ahead as planned for the afternoon of January 7. You can still sign up, and we encourage all pa-
rishioners to do so. If you want to join the carollers, please meet in the church basement @ 1:00 p.m. Fa-la-la-la, la-la-la-la! 

If you did not receive the January Calendar of Events and Hall Activities included in last weekend’s bulletin, extra copies are 
available on the table in the narthex. And again, please feel free to take another 2018 Parish Calendar home with you or bring it to 
a shut-in or ill parishioner on one of your visits ~ there are plenty to go around, thanks to the courtesy of Blake Funeral Chapel. 

“All of you who have been 
baptized into Christ, 
 have put on Christ.” 

~ Galatians 3:27 

We are very pleased to announce that the Cabbage Roll Making that took place in early December under 
the new Parish Fundraising Subcommittee was a resounding success with sales netting a profit of approx. 
$1,440. Many thanks again to those who helped in any way. It is in this spirit of cooperation that we, as a 
parish, will continue to thrive and survive. Another making is planned for the near future and will be an-
nounced in upcoming bulletins. Also, we encourage those who wish to order pyrohy for the March 12 
making to put in your orders well in advance so as to avoid disappointment. You may call 475-3757 and 
speak with Walter Warywoda or send an email to him at warywodaw@gmail.com to get your name on 
the ‘standing order’ list before the limit of 425 dozen is reached. And if you have any fundraising ideas, 
please feel free to bring them to the attention of any current member of the Parish Council who will pass  
them on to the Fundraising Subcommittee leads. Thank you for your cooperation and support! 



Lives of the Saints: Our Venerable Father Theodosius, Founder of the Cenobitic Monastic Life 

O ur Venerable Father Theodosius lived during the fifth and sixth centuries, and was the founder of Cenobitic 
monasticism. He was born in Cappadocia of pious parents. Endowed with a splendid voice, he zealously 

toiled at church reading and singing. Saint Theodosius prayed fervently that the Lord would guide him on the way 
to salvation. In his early years he visited the Holy Land and met with Saint Simeon the Stylite, who blessed him 
and predicted future pastoral service for him. 

Yearning for the solitary life, Saint Theodosius settled in Palestine into a desolate cave, in which, according to tradition, the three 
Magi had spent the night, having come to worship the Saviour after His Nativity. He lived there for thirty years in great absti-
nence and unceasing prayer. People flocked to the ascetic, wishing to live under his guidance. When the cave could no longer 
hold all the monks, Saint Theodosius prayed that the Lord Himself would indicate a place for the monks. Taking a censer with 
cold charcoal and incense, the monk started walking into the desert. At a certain spot the charcoal ignited by itself and the incense 
smoke began to rise. Here the monk established the first Cenobitic monastery, or Lavra (meaning “broad” or “populous”). Soon 
the Lavra of Saint Theodosius became renowned, and up to 700 monks gathered at it. According to the final testament of Saint 
Theodosius, the Lavra rendered service to neighbour, giving aid to the poor and providing shelter for wanderers. 

Saint Theodosius accomplished many healings and other miracles during his life, coming to the aid of the needy. Through his 
prayers he once destroyed the locusts devastating the fields in Palestine. Also by his intercession, soldiers were saved from death, 
and he also saved those perishing in shipwrecks and those lost in the desert. 

Before his death, Saint Theodosius summoned to him three beloved bishops and revealed to them that he would soon depart to 
the Lord. After three days, he died at the age of 105 in the year 529. The saint’s body was buried with reverence in the cave in 
which he lived at the beginning of his ascetic deeds.                   Source: www.oca.org 

Holy Cross Golden Agers 

Happy New Year! Regular Thursday after-
noon activities are cancelled during January 
and will resume on Thursday, February 8, at 

the usual time when new members are welcome to join. Come 
check us out ~ you’ll be glad you did! 

A bus to Grand Portage is planned for January 17. To book 
your seat, please contact Ann Kozlowski (622-3006) or Ann 
Opaski (577-2805) at your earliest convenience. This is a free 
service. Non-members (18 years and up) are invited also. The 
more, the merrier, so come join us for an evening out! 

    St. George’s Society 
Our next scheduled bingo at Superior Shores is a matinée 
on Thursday, January 11. Volunteers should be present at 
the bingo hall no later than 12 noon. 

The next bingo training session will take place at Superior 
Shores on Sunday, January 14 from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. We 
still need a few more members to do so.  All parishioners 
(18 years and older) are also welcome to take the training 
and help at bingos. We ask that you inform Gerry Bullock 
so that he can let the facilitators at Superior Shores know 
how many to expect from our club/parish on that afternoon. 
Thank you for your cooperation and support. 

The deadline for submissions for the next edition of The 
Plentiful Harvester is Friday, January 19.  

Our next gathering will be our annual ‘Super Bowl’ meeting 
on Sunday, February 4 starting at 4:30 p.m. with dinner 
and social to follow. Executive members will be contacted 
as to the date and venue for their meeting that will precede 
this monthly meeting. Until then, we wish all members a 
Happy and Blessed New Year!  

Love and Service to God since 1960 

Readings for the Sunday of Zacchaeus 
 (to help prepare for the nourishment of the Word of God at Liturgy) 

      Epistle: 1 Timothy 4: 9-15 
         Gospel:  Luke 19: 1-10 

As you read each passage, ask yourself these questions, 
“What thoughts, ideas, words or images come to mind?” 

and “What are the connections between them?” 
This will help make them easier to follow and understand. 

Events In Our Community 
 
K of C Spaghetti & Meatballs 2018 Takeout or Sitdown Suppers  
Held the first Sunday of each month (excluding July and August). 
Come out to the first one of the year on Sunday, January 7 to help 
support their community projects and see why they are locally re-
nowned for their delicious and hearty Italian cuisine. Take-out times 
($11.

50
/person) are from 1:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. (please bring your 

own containers). All-you-can-eat supper ($13.
50

/person) begins at 
5:30 p.m. and includes spaghetti and meatballs, salad, buns, cof-
fee or tea (refreshments are extra). 

Pickerel Dinner - Hosted by the Knights of Columbus, this event 
on Saturday, January 27 at the Columbus Centre, 301 S. May 
St. has two sittings: 5:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Dinner will include 
pickerel, home fries, coleslaw, dessert and coffee/tea. For tickets 
($20), please visit the Columbus Centre office or call 623-3252. 



W hen Jesus was baptized, the Bible tells us that there 
was a voice from heaven that said, "This is My be-

loved Son, in whom I am well pleased."  

Why do you think God was pleased with His Son Jesus?  

One possible reason that God was proud of His Son is 
that the Bible says that "Jesus grew in wisdom and stat-
ure, and in favour with God and men." It makes a father 
proud to watch his children grow in maturity and become 
wiser. And, of course, a father wants his child to be well-
liked and respected by other people. But probably, the 
main reason that God was proud of Him is that Jesus al-
ways did what His Father sent Him to do. 

Do you always do what your father or mother tells you to 
do? I doubt if any of us could answer "yes" to that ques-
tion -- but Jesus could. Jesus said "I have come down 
from heaven not to do My will but to do the will of Him 
who sent Me." (John 6:38) That would make a Father 
proud, wouldn't it? 

When we trust in Jesus as our Saviour, we become the 
children of God. Our baptism is like an official adoption 
ceremony. God is proud of us from the very beginning 
when we become His children because that is what He 
wants us to be. And like a good Father - or a good Moth-
er - God is there to help us do all the other things He 
asks us to do - things like loving our brothers and sisters - 
and forgiving and helping one another - and sharing the 
good things that He gives us with those who are in need.  

Wouldn't you like to be the kind of child that would cause 
God to look down from heaven, as He did with Jesus, and 
say, "My child, I am proud of you?" Most of us (and that 
includes grown-ups) would like to be like that - and every 
day we try to be, knowing that God loves us and is there 
to help us be the kind of child He wants us to be. 

Let us pray: Father, we want to be the kind of children 
You want us to be. Help us each day to do the things 
that are pleasing to You. Amen.        Source: www.sermons4kids.com 

Feast of the Theophany of Our Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ 

T 
heophany is the Feast which reveals the Most Holy Trinity to the world through the Baptism of 
the Lord (Mt.3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22). God the Father spoke from Heaven about 
the Son, the Son was baptized by the Saint John the Forerunner, and the Holy Spirit descend-

ed upon the Son in the form of a dove. From ancient times this Feast was called the Day of Illumina-
tion and the Feast of Lights, since God is Light and has appeared to illumine “those who sat in dark-
ness,” and “in the region of the shadow of death” (Mt.4:16), and to save the fallen race of mankind by 
grace. 

In the ancient Church it was the custom to baptize catechumens at the Vespers of Theophany, so 
that Baptism also is revealed as the spiritual illumination of mankind. 

The origin of the Feast of Theophany goes back to Apostolic times, and it is mentioned in The Apos-
tolic Constitutions (Book V:13). From the second century we have the testimony of Saint Clement of 
Alexandria concerning the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord, and the night vigil before this 
Feast. 

There is a third century dialogue about the services for Theophany between the holy martyr Hippolytus and Saint Gregory 
the Wonderworker. In the following centuries, from the fourth to ninth century, all the great Fathers of the Church: Gregory 
the Theologian, John Chrysostom, Ambrose of Milan, John of Damascus, commented on the Feast of Theophany. 

The monks Joseph the Studite, Theophanes and Byzantios composed much liturgical music for this Feast, which is sung at 
Eastern services even today. Saint John of Damascus said that the Lord was baptized, not because He Himself had need 
for cleansing, but “to bury human sin by water,” to fulfill the Law, to reveal the mystery of the Holy Trinity, and finally, to 
sanctify “the nature of water” and to offer us the form and example of Baptism. 

On the Feast of the Baptism of Christ, the Holy Church proclaims our faith in the most sublime mystery, incomprehensible 
to human intellect, of one God in three Persons. It teaches us to confess and glorify the Holy Trinity, one in Essence and 
Indivisible. It exposes and overthrows the errors of ancient teachings which attempted to explain the Creator of the world by 
reason, and in human terms. 

The Church shows the necessity of Baptism for believers in Christ, and it inspires us with a sense of deep gratitude for the 
illumination and purification of our sinful nature. The Church teaches that our salvation and cleansing from sin is possible 
only by the power of the grace of the Holy Spirit, therefore it is necessary to preserve worthily these gifts of the grace of 
holy Baptism, keeping clean this priceless garb, for “As many as have been baptized into Christ, have put on 
Christ” (Galatians 3:27). 

On the day of Theophany, all foods are permitted, even if the Feast falls on a Wednesday or Friday. 

 

Source: www.oca.org 


