May your participation in today’s Divine Liturgy be thoroughly enriching and truly meaningful.

Sunday, January 12, 2020 ~ Sunday after the Theophany of Our Lord
Today’s Readings: Epistle: Ephesians 4: 7-13
Gospel: Matthew 4: 12-17
Antiphons, Troparia, and special texts are found on the bulletin inserts

Epistle Readers

Eucharistic Ministers

Saturday (5 p.m.): Joseph Myslicki
Sunday (10 a.m.): Andrika Warywoda

Saturday (5 p.m.): Zenya Puchalski
Sunday (10 a.m.): Stanley Myslicki

In today’s short Gospel reading, Jesus call us to
repent, which ultimately is an admission, an acceptance of what Jesus says about us — that we
are selfish, prideful, and at times, fatally flawed
and broken, and deserving of God’s judgement. We alone
cannot save ourselves, right ourselves, renovate ourselves,
fix ourselves — so we must admit this and call out to Jesus
to save us. As long as we resist this admission, as He Himself has said, we are far from the kingdom of heaven.

Saturday, January 18
5:00 p.m. ~ 31st Sunday after Pentecost
Epistle Reader: Dr. Larry Watral
Eucharistic Minister: Christopher Tennant
Sunday, January 19
10:00 a.m. ~ 31st Sunday after Pentecost
Epistle Reader: Mary Ann Lysak
Eucharistic Minister: Mary Ann Lysak

Each January, many homes of Eastern Rite Christians are
blessed with “Jordan Water” following the “Great Blessing of
Water” at the Feast of Theophany. By sanctifying our homes,
we invite Christ to be a part of every area of our lives. If you
would like your home blessed by Father Stepan, please call
him at the rectory at 577-7721.

Let us strive to live as Christian stewards, receive God’s gifts gratefully,
cultivate them responsibly, share them generously and lovingly with others,
and return them with increase to the Lord.

January 4/5
Envelopes and Loose: $2,060.00
Mission Collection: $104.90
Nativity of our Lord: $200.00
Initial Offering (2020): $310.00
Special Projects: $130.00

The Parish Council has decided to designate the Mission Collection from January to June of this year to the “Our Hearts
at Home” cardiovascular campaign. With our help, the Regional Health Sciences Foundation will be able to give its outstanding healthcare professionals the equipment and program
funding needed to create Ontario’s newest Cardiovascular Surgery Program, right here in Northwestern Ontario. For more
information, visit www.healthsciencesfoundation.ca.
FYI: Income tax receipts for 2019 will be available sometime
in late January/early February. As this is a major task for our
bookkeeper Michele, please allow her time to prepare them,
and refrain from calling the Parish Office in this regard. Thank
you for your cooperation, patience and understanding.

Again, we remind those who have not already done so to pick up your 2020 Parish Collection Envelopes in
the narthex and don’t forget the new parish calendar. The icon chosen is in honour of the 60th anniversary of
St. George’s Society in recognition and appreciation for all the good things its members have done, currently
do, and will continue to do for our parish and community. Please feel free to take one (or two) calendars home
with you and to bring them (and the bulletin) to those who are no longer able to attend services but wish to stay
connected to Holy Cross. Our thanks to Sargent Family Funeral Homes for kindly supplying the calendars. ☺
An exciting opportunity! To provide a different occasion to socialize in a setting outside the church, we have purchased a block
of 40 tickets for the Badanai Theatre production of the musical Sister Act on Saturday, February 15 for the 7:30 p.m. show at
Maple Tops/Paramount, 24 S. Court Street. Tickets are $20/person (must be paid for upon receipt) and will be offered to parishioners and family first. Note: the current price for tickets bought at the theatre is now $25/person as of January 1. Our ticket prices, however, remain at $20/person. Susan Soldan is our ticket administrator — you can call or text her at 626-2250. A
perfect gift for Valentine’s Day for that someone special, as well as an awesome activity for Family Day weekend!
Any parishioner, 18 years & older, interested in serving on Parish Council is encouraged to submit his/her
name to Father Stepan or Parish Council Chair Cheryl Bain. Serving on the Council is not a monumental task
and it can be very rewarding. As parishioners, we are encouraged to share our ideas, experiences and insight
among each other for this is necessary in order to remain a “vibrant parish.” Please consider letting your name
stand. The annual meeting is set for Sunday, February 23 after the 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy.

St. George’s Society

Holy Cross Golden Agers

The first training session in 2020 for new bingo volunteers will
take place Sunday, January 12 from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Our first bingo session will be a matinée on
Thursday, January 30. Dates for February and March will be published in future
parish bulletins and in our newsletter. Stay informed.

The first bus to Grand Portage this year leave the church
parking lot @ 3:45 p.m. this Wednesday, January 15, and
arrive back @ 10:00 p.m. To book your free seat, contact
Ann Kozlowski (622-3006) or Ann (G) Opaski (577-2805)
anytime before that date. Remember: you must have a valid
passport. Come for the ride, relaxation, and recreation!

Our first meeting of our 60th year will be the annual ‘Super
Bowl’ Meeting on Sunday, February 2 at 4:30 p.m. followed
by a dinner and social. Hope to see many members and some
new faces in attendance for this annual gathering!

We are now on our winter break during the cold month of
January. Regular Thursday afternoon activities will resume
on February 6, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. (doors open at 12 noon)
when new members are welcome to join — and it’s still only
$10 per year. Help spread the word. Until then, stay warm
and healthy, and be careful out there on the ice and snow.

Fishermen: if you are going to venture out onto the lakes this
winter, dress warmly and remember to conduct a visual inspection before heading out. And don’t be an ice tester — those are
people who are found in the spring. Tight lines and have a safe
outing!

Do not regret growing older.
It’s a privilege denied to many.

Celebrating 60 years of Love and Service to God
1960 ~ 2020

Presenting the annual

Jesus’ reign brings light. His way is the best
way. As His rule is acknowledged, and as
people live His way, so the light and hope
He brought spreads around the world.

It’s So Cold Outside….

~ James Oakley ~

...I saw a dog chasing a cat, and the dog was walking.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

...snowmen were begging to come in and get warm.
...that now we’re worried about global freezing instead of global warming.
...the mail broke when I tried to pry open the envelope.
...we had to push our house down the street to jumpstart the
furnace.
...that teenagers stopped worrying about acne — the new
problem: goosepimples.
...hitchhikers were holding up signs that said, “Anywhere
above –40C.”
...my shadow froze to the ground and when I took a step, it
snapped right off.
...when the cops ordered someone to “freeze”, they didn’t
have to — it just happened.
...I tried to take out the garbage, but it didn’t want to go!

Readings for the 31st Sunday after Pentecost
(to help prepare for the nourishment of the Word of God at Liturgy)

Epistle: 1 Timothy 1: 15-17
(Gratitude for God’s Mercy)

Gospel: Luke 18: 35-43
(Jesus Heals a Blind Beggar)

As you read each passage, ask yourself these questions:
“What thoughts, ideas, words or images come to mind?”
and “What are the connections between them?”
This will help make them easier to follow and understand.

Winter FunDays - Every Sunday afternoon until March 8,
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. (unless otherwise noted), a different fun
outdoor activity for FREE at Prince Arthur’s Landing (Marina
Park). Afterwards, you can warm up with a creative activity
inside Mariner’s Hall with the Community Arts & Heritage
Education Project (CAHEP). Check out the full weekly schedule at www.thunderbay.ca/winterfundays.
K of C Winter Pickerel Dinner (in support of their community projects) - Saturday, January 25 at the Columbus Centre, 301 S. May Street. Two sittings: 5:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
$21 per person, includes pickerel, home fries, coleslaw, bread,
dessert and coffee/tea. Refreshment bar is available. Tickets
are limited and must be purchased in advance. Call Rosie at
623-3252 during business hours to obtain yours.

Chinese New Year 2020 - Come celebrate the Year of the
Rat! Saturday, January 25 at the Da Vinci Centre, 340 S.
Waterloo Street, presented by the Thunder Bay ChineseCanadian Association. Symposium @ 5:00 p.m.; Lion Dance
@ 5:50 p.m.; Dinner @ 6:00 p.m.; Cultural Entertainment @
8:00 p.m.; Dancing with live music by Ti Amo @ 9:00 p.m.
Advance tickets only: General: $65; Youth (3-12): $25.
Cultural Support - The Chaban Ukrainian Dance Group will
be hosting a Valentine’s Market on Saturday, February 1,
from 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. The event will be held at St. Paul’s
Anglican Church Hall (808 Ridgway Street E., across from
McKellar Place). This market will be a wonderful one-stopshop for Valentine’s Day gifts featuring many homemade
goods including frozen pyrohy. Admission is $1 and includes
a ballot for a door prize: a chance to win 5 dozen pyrohy and 2
tickets to Chaban Ukrainian Dance Group’s 40th Anniversary
concert. Hope to see many in attendance!

A

s you know, we have finished up the year 2019.
You (or your parents) might still have a calendar
that is all marked up with the things you did over the
past year. But it’s no use now except to help you to
remember what you did last year. Hopefully, by now,
you have a nice new calendar for the year 2020, which
pretty soon, or for many of you already, will start to
look a lot like the old calendar as you make plans for
the future.
There is nothing wrong in planning for the future, but
we need to remember that no matter what our plans
may be, we can't know for sure what is in the future.
The Bible says, "Since no man knows the future, who
can tell him what is to come?" We can put appointments on this calendar from now to next December,
but the only day that we can be sure of is today!

Greg Sargent

345 N. May Street
P7C 3R3
623-4181

The Waverly Chapel
299 Waverly Street
344-1121 or 344-2014

TEL: (807) 623-6446
FAX: (807) 623-1427
TOLL FREE: 1-888-584-4444

Some people become worried and
frightened because they can't be
sure of the future, but we don't
need to worry, because even
though we don't know what the
future holds, we know who holds
the future. The future is in God's
hands, so we can rest easy in the plans that He has
made for us. We can't be sure of tomorrow, but we
have today, so we need to try to live it the way God
planned it!
Let us pray: Dear God, thank You for giving us today.
Help us to live it the way You have planned it. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.
Source: www.sermons4kids.com

Mike Sargent
200 SOUTH MAY STREET
THUNDER BAY, ONTARIO
P7E 1B4

http://www.blakefuneralchapel.com
blakes@blakefuneralchapel.com

New Location ~ 941 Simpson Street,
Thunder Bay, ON P7C 3K7
807-622-4349

Visit our website at www.directcabinets.ca

Serving our community one family at a time!

The Westfort Chapel
420 W. Gore Street
473-1121

Funeral Home, Reception and Cremation Centre
21 N. Court Street, Thunder Bay, ON
807-345-5351
www.sargentandson.com

Family Owned Since 1924

If you, or someone you know, would like to purchase advertising space on this page,
please speak with Michael Watral or call the Parish Office (577-7720)
and leave a message or send an email to holycros@tbaytel.net.

