
October 8, 2017 ~ 18
th 

Sunday after Pentecost 

Focus  On the  Gospel  

T oday’s Gospel demonstrates the importance 
of Jesus, the Word of God being central for 

life’s blessings. It was the Word of God that 
changed Peter. Peter listened to Jesus and took a 
risk. The risk was great. He allowed Jesus to 
take charge of his boat and net and the whole 
fishing operation. We know what happened next. 
There were more fish than the boat could handle. 
When Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, 
saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, 
O Lord.” Peter saw and recognized that Jesus 
was God, that Jesus was a far better fisherman 
than he was. Peter experienced how Jesus had 
taken control of his life by taking away the frus-
tration and giving him victory. No wonder Peter 
fell down at Jesus’ knees because in the presence 
of Jesus, he recognized his foolishness in trying 
to battle through life on his own, but with Jesus 
in control, life brings its blessings. 

How can we experience the life-giving blessings 
that Peter received? Listen to the Word of God. 
The rest is up to Jesus. He knows your name, He 
knows your every need. Jesus will take control 
and reveal His holiness to you. The life that is 
affected by Jesus is a life of praise and glory to 
God. 

~ Condensed from a sermon by Martin Ellgar 

 

Monday, October 9 

 10:00 a.m. ~ Feast of Holy Apostle James, Son of Alphaeus    

Saturday, October 14 

   5:00 p.m. ~ Sunday of the Seventh Ecumenical Council (787) 
    Epistle Reader: Grant Andrusky  

Sunday, October 15 

 10:00 a.m. ~ Sunday of the Seventh Ecumenical Council (787) 
    Epistle Reader: Andrika Warywoda 

     September 30/October 1 
         Envelopes: $1,443.00 

             Special Projects: $110.00 
               Mission Fund: $52.50 
                  Seminary Fund: $150.00

 

. 

October’s Mission Collection is designated for The Salvation Army, which 
exists to share the love of Jesus Christ, meet human needs, and be a trans-
forming influence in the world. Visit www.salvationarmy.ca for more info. 

We extend our deepest condolences to the Henderson and Rapita families on the passing of †Josephine Rapita who fell 
asleep in the Lord on September 29. Funeral services took place in our church this past Friday. May Christ our Lord accept 
her soul into His heavenly Kingdom, grant her rest among the saints, and make her memory eternal ~ вічна її пам’ять. 

We welcome Finn Florin Neagu into our Christian family, who received the Holy Sacrament of Baptism in the Byz-
antine Rite on October 1. May the light of Christ shine over Finn all the days of his life and grant Him and his fami-
ly many happy and blessed years ~ многая і благая літа! 

Next Sunday, October 15, after the 10 a.m. Divine Liturgy, we invite everyone to come down to the parish hall for another 
mini-luncheon/coffee hour. If you wish to prepare/donate any food items, please bring them to the parish kitchen no later 
than 9:30 a.m. that morning. Saturday worshippers are invited to join us as usual. Thank you very much ~ Щиру дякую! 

A Halloween party is in the planning stages for our youngsters for Saturday, October 21 at 6 p.m. in our parish 
hall. If your children are interested in attending (parents and Baba and Gigi can come and help, too), please call 
Jackie Strehlow as soon as possible at 252-1789 to indicate your intentions.  

Please note: For the month of October and November, Special Projects collections will be designated for 
the Legacy Project which was first announced at the 50th Anniversary Banquet this past September 16. 

A more detailed explanation will appear in next weekend’s bulletin. Thank you for your support. ☺ 
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Readings for the Sunday of the Seventh 
Ecumenical Council (October 15) 

(to help prepare for the nourishment of the Word of God at Liturgy)  

Epistle: Hebrews 13: 7-16 
Gospel:  John 17: 1-13 

As you read each passage, ask yourself these questions, 
“What thoughts, ideas, words or images come to mind?” 

and “What are the connections between them?” 
This will help make them easier to follow and understand. 

St. George’s Society 

The next St. George’s sponsored bingo at Superior Shores 
Gaming Centre is on Monday, October 16 in the afternoon. 
Those who have agreed to work on that date are reminded 
to be there no later than 12 noon. A bingo in November is 
scheduled for Thursday, November 16 in the afternoon as 
well. The next training session will take place at Superior 
Shores on Sunday, October 22 from 4:00 - 5:00 p.m.  

A reminder to all fishermen: Please submit your weigh-in 
slips on a regular basis to the following Committee mem-
bers: Maurice Zakrewski, Morris Tarnawsky, Myron 
Warywoda, or Eugene Zdebiak. You have until Sunday, Oc-
tober 29 to do so. Good luck to all anglers, and remember to 
be safe on the lakes. Tight lines and keep your tip up! 

Our annual Corporate Communion will take place Sunday, 
October 29 at the 10 a.m. Divine Liturgy. All members are 
encouraged to attend in semi-formal society attire. Afterward, 
we will proceed to the Airlane Hotel for breakfast and our 
regular monthly meeting. Cost is $10 per member. 

The Plentiful Harvester will be published and available for 
members on Sunday morning. Sorry for the delay. 

Holy Cross Golden Agers 
Regular activities take place on Thursday afternoons start-
ing at 1:30 p.m. (doors open at 12:30 p.m.). New members 
(aged 55 and up) are welcome to join at that time. Member-
ship is just $10/year and a lot of fun. Come check us out — 
you’ll be glad you did! 

Do you love those fall colours? Well, the next bus to Grand 
Portage will leave the church parking lot on Wednesday, 
October 18 @ 3:45 p.m. and return @ 10 p.m. To reserve 
your seat, please contact Ann Kozlowski (622-3006) or Ann 
(G) Opaski (577-2805). This is a free service, so spread the 
word. Everyone (18+) is welcome aboard for the ride and fun! 

 

“Sometimes we know 
what we have to do, 
but lack the courage 

to  do i t .  

Let us learn from Mary 
how to make decisions, 

trusting in the Lord.” 

~ Pope Francis 

DONATE TO HOLY CROSS PARISH ONLINE 

FYI: Donations can be made online through the Holy Cross 
website (www.holycrosstbay.com/donate). Parishioners, fami-
ly and friends can do so by setting up automatic weekly dona-
tions or by one-time donation. One-time donations can be 
made through any major credit card, while automatic dona-
tions require the use of a PayPal® account. All donations are 
eligible for tax receipts. If you have any questions about the 
process, please contact Andrea Warywoda at 629-6818.  

Thank you for your generous contributions to our parish! 

Community News and Events 

Oktoberfest Dinner and Dance - Friday, October 13 in 
St. Dominic’s Parish Hall. Symposium at 6:30 p.m.; Dinner 
at 7:30 p.m. Dance to music by Quest featuring John 
Scaffeo on accordion. Tickets are $25 per person. Call the 
parish office at 577-5672 (Mon-Fri) to reserve your tickets. 

Pickerel Dinner - Saturday, October 14 at the Columbus 
Centre, 301. S. May St. Two sittings: 5:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $20 each which must be purchased in advance 
at the Centre. Call Rosie at 623-3252 for further information. 

The Catholic Action Centre is looking for donations of 
gently used towels (bath & kitchen), sheets, men’s sweat 
pants and shoes. The Centre (129 Miles St. E.) is open 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesday to Thursday, at which time 
donations will be gratefully accepted! 

Two-Bit Auction - presented by Thunder Bay Soroptomist 
International, Thursday, October 19 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
at the Heritage Building CLE Grounds. Doors open at 6 p.m. 
Tickets are $5 and are available at the door, from SI mem-
bers or by calling 767-5377. Lots of 25 cent baskets and a 
wide assortment of basket themes. Dessert and coffee pro-
vided. Proceeds to Adult & Teen Challenge Women’s Re-
covery Home. Check out the poster on the narthex board. 

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO ALL 

Most parishioners are now aware that within the past four 
months, it has been quite pleasant to work in the parish kitchen 
due to the installation of air conditioning therein. Events such 
as the Parish Picnic, Corn Roast, a bridal shower, and several 
funerals during this time were accomplished in a more 
‘hospitable’ kitchen environment. For this, we again say 
thanks to those parishioners who assisted with this project 
from its initial planning to the final realization. 

We now must continue our work to raise the funds to offset the 
sizeable debt incurred which will be done primarily through 
bingos at Superior Shores. And yes, although it is correct that 
St. George’s Society administers the bingo enterprise, we ask 
that all parishioners (18 years & older) consider attending up-
coming training sessions and volunteering at future bingos in 
order to have a larger pool of workers from which to engage. 
Training takes but 1 hour and is done right at Superior Shores 
Gaming Centre, 435 Memorial Avenue, on Sunday afternoons 
from 4-5 p.m. The next session is scheduled for October 22 at 
that time. We ask you to please bring your name forward to 
our Volunteer Coordinator, Gerry Bullock, so he can inform 
those at the Centre how many to expect. Those who are al-
ready trained and support other charities at bingos and are will-
ing to assist are also requested to bring their names forward to 
Gerry at their earliest convenience. Thank you to all! 

http://www.holycrosstbay.com/donate


O ne day, Jesus was standing by the Sea of Galilee. A 
large crowd of people started to gather around Him. 

He saw some fishermen nearby who were cleaning and 
mending their nets so He climbed into one of their boats. 
He asked one of the men whose name was Peter, to put 
the boat out a little way from the shore. Jesus sat in the 
boat teaching the people. 

When He had finished teaching, Jesus said to Peter, "Put 
the boat further out into the deep water and let down 
your nets to catch some fish." 

"We've been fishing all night long and haven't caught a 
thing, but if You say so, we will let down the nets one 
more time," Peter answered. 

An amazing thing happened! When they started pulling 
the nets up, there were so many fish that the nets began 
to break. As they pulled the fish into the boat, there 
were so many fish that the boat was beginning to sink. 

When Peter and his fellow fishermen 
saw this, they were astonished and 
even a bit frightened. 

Jesus said, "Don't be afraid; from now 
on you will fish for people." 

The Bible tells us that they pulled their boats up onto the 
shore, left everything, and followed Jesus. From that day 
on, Peter and his friends fished for people and brought 
many into God's kingdom. 

Jesus wants you and me to fish for people too. If we will 
be faithful in telling people about Jesus and His love, we 
can trust Jesus to bring in the catch! 

Dear Jesus, help us to be good fishers for people -- faith-
ful to go, patiently waiting, and trusting You to bring in 
the catch. Amen. 

Source: www.sermons4kids.com 

T HE BENEFITS of the praying the Rosary are quite extraordinary. In addition to the “15 Promises of the Rosary” (visit 
www.themostholyrosarycom), daily Rosary prayer also provides us with tremendous spiritual growth. 

You may have heard people of several religions speak of gaining more "consciousness". What exactly does this 
mean? Basically, gaining consciousness means gaining insight about oneself and how one relates to his/her surround-
ings. With better insight about your own being, a heightened sense of self-awareness is achieved. As a result, you become 
more aligned with God and His holy will. 

The following is a list of the many spiritual benefits that are typically gained by those who pray the Rosary on a regular ba-
sis: 

• Creates fulfillment and meaning in your life.  

• Helps you understanding your life's purpose. 

• Brings you closer to God and allows Him to actively help you in your life.  

• Improves discernment and the gives you a better ability to know right from wrong.  

• Increases your empathy, compassion, and tolerance towards others. 

• Creates peace in your life and helps create peace to those close to you.  

• Directs you towards heavenly treasures rather than earthly desires. 

• Increases mental awareness; creates a greater sense of intuition. 

• Increases your capacity to love yourself and others. 

• Provides assurance and guidance in times of despair and hopelessness. 

• Allows you to connect better with others and with nature. 

• Increases your will power and your desire for goodness. 

• Provides protection against negative influences. 

• Opens your mind to accept a Higher Truth.  

• Decreases the desire to sin; helps overcome temptation. 

• Most importantly – the Rosary helps us understand God. 

Spiritual Benefits of Praying the Rosary Daily 

http://www.erosary.com/rosary/benefits/fifteen-promises.htm

