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Byzantine Catholic Worship: Our Church, Its Customs and Rich Heritage 

T HE FIFTH SUNDAY OF HOLY PASCHA is observed by the Eastern 
Church as the Sunday of the Samaritan Woman. The day commemo-

rates the encounter of Christ with the Samaritan woman at Jacob's well. The 
biblical story of this event and the dialogue between Christ and the woman is 
found in the Gospel of St.  John, Chapter 4, verses 5-42. 

Background 

One of the most ancient cities of the Promised Land was Shechem, also 
called Sikima, located at the foot of Mount Gerazim. There the Israelites had 
heard the blessings in the days of Moses and Jesus of Navi. Near to this 
town, Jacob, who had come from Mesopotamia in the nineteenth century 
before Christ, bought a piece of land where there was a well. This well, pre-
served even until the time of Christ, was known as Jacob's Well. Later, be-
fore he died in Egypt, he left that piece of land as a special inheritance to his 
son Joseph (Gen. 49:22). This town, before it was taken into possession by 
Samaria, was also the leading city of the kingdom of the ten tribes. In the 
time of the Romans it was called Neapolis, and at present Nablus. It was the 
first city in Canaan visited by the Patriarch Abraham. Here also, Jesus of 
Navi (Joshua) addressed the tribes of Israel for the last time. Almost three 
hundred years later, all Israel assembled there to make Roboam 
(Rehoboam) king. 

When our Lord Jesus Christ, then, came at 
midday to this city, which is also called Sy-
char, He was wearied from the journey and 
the heat. He sat down at this well. After a little 
while the Samaritan woman mentioned in to-
day's Gospel passage came to draw water. 
As she conversed at some length with the 
Lord and heard from Him secret things con-
cerning herself, she believed in Him; through 
her many other Samaritans also believed. 

After the Ascension of the Lord, and the Descent of the Holy Spirit at Pente-
cost, the woman of Samaria was baptized by the holy Apostles and became 
a great preacher and Martyr of Christ; she was called St. Photina, which 
means “the luminous one” (radiating light). 

—————————————————————- 

Kontakion, Tone 8: 

Drawn to the well by faith, the Samaritan woman beheld You, the Water of 
wisdom, and drinking abundantly of You, she inherited the heavenly king-
dom, becoming everlastingly glorious. 
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T HE BIBLE COMMANDS US to honour our mothers (and fathers) but 
doesn't identify a specific day to do so. The Bible neither condones nor 

condemns a special day for moms.  

Ephesians 6:2 echoes Deuteronomy 5:16: "'Honor your father and mother' (this 
is the first commandment with a promise), 'that it may go well with you and 
that you may live long in the land'" (Ephesians 6:2).  

Mother's Day began as a celebration of Rhea, the mother of the Greek mytho-
logical gods, then transitioned in the 17th century to a day to honour the mother 
of Jesus, Mary. Eventually, all mothers were included. In the United States and 
Canada, Mother's Day is celebrated the second Sunday of May; in the United 
Kingdom, Mothering Day is the fourth Sunday of Lent. Today, many Mother's 
Day celebrations consist of honouring mothers with a kind message in a card, 
chocolate or flowers, or taking moms out to a special meal.  

Some Christians wonder about celebrating Mother's Day because of its ancient 
pagan origins. Paul addressed a similar issue in his day. "One person esteems 
one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one 
should be fully convinced in his own mind. The one who observes the day, 
observes it in honour of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honour of the 
Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in 
honour of the Lord and gives thanks to God" (Romans 14:5–6).  

So, if you are concerned about the goodness of celebrating Mother's Day, pray 
and ask God for insight and wisdom (James 1:5). Do what God wants you to 
do. Don't do what God doesn't want you to do. If honouring your mother with 
a celebration on this day is good, do it. If not, don't. It's your decision to make 
under the guidance of God. However, watch that your conviction does not 
spread as pride, nor become, in your eyes, the standard for others. In Christ, 
we have freedom to celebrate this day, or not. Either way, honour your mother 
consistently.  

            

M-O-T-H-E-R 
 

"M" is for the million things she gave me, 
"O" means only that she's growing old, 

"T" is for the tears she shed to save me, 
"H" is for her heart of purest gold; 

"E" is for her eyes, with love-light shining, 
"R" means right, and right she'll always be, 

Put them all together, they spell "MOTHER," 
A word that means the world to me.  

Author: Howard Johnson 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%206.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%205.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%206.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2014.5%E2%80%936
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.5
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T HE EASTER SEASON lasts from the Sunday of St. Thomas 
to the Sunday of All Saints. The Sundays contained within 

are each named for the event recounted in the Gospel of that 
day. They occur in the following order: the Sunday of St. Thom-
as, the Sunday of the Myrrh-bearing Women, the Sunday of the 
Paralytic, the Sunday of the Samaritan Woman, the Sunday of 
the Man Born Blind, the Sunday of the Fathers of the First Ecu-
menical Council of Nicea, the Sunday of the Descent of the Holy Spirit 
(Pentecost) and the Sunday of All Saints (1st Sunday after Pentecost). 

The purpose of the season is to have us participate in Christ’s joy, victory 
and triumph, for, just as He rose from the dead, so we too, shall rise to new 
life. “For the hour is coming,” says Christ, “in which all who are in the tombs 
shall hear the voice of the Son of God, And they who have done good shall 
come forth unto resurrection of life; but they who have done evil, unto resur-
rection of judgement.” (John 5: 28) 

The resurrection of Christ is the foundation of our faith. What meaning would 
Christ’s teaching have had if the resurrection, which He had so frequently 
predicted, had not taken place? “If Christ has not risen,” says St. Paul, “then 
our preaching is vain and vain is our faith.” The resurrection of Christ, finally, 
is the sure pledge of our own resurrection to a happy everlasting life.  

           

 

A S WE ANTICIPATE SUMMER,  
many of us are already planning our 
gardens. Some may ask: Why garden?  

Here are some simple answers… 

Because baby carrots don’t exist in real 
life...carrots pulled from dirt, all shapes and 
colours, wiped down and eaten that day are 
real and taste better. 

Because flowers, strategically planted, will 
bring to your garden both colour and life as 
bees, birds and butterflies come to visit. 

Because there is something miraculous that 
happens when a tiny seed planted in the dirt  
becomes a salad, or a towering sunflower. 

Because our kids need to learn that food 
comes from good soil, hard work, sun and 
rain...not the grocery store. 

Because in the Story of God, it is part of our 
calling. 

“To cultivate a 
garden is to walk 
with God, to go 

hand in hand with 
nature in some of 
His most beautiful 
processes, to learn 
something of His 
choicest secrets, 

and to have a 
more intelligent 

interest awakened 
in the beautiful 

order of His works 
elsewhere.” 

 
- Christian Nestell 

Bovee 
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by Marge Fenelon of The National Catholic Register 

T HE IDEA OF A MONTH dedicated specifically to Mary, the Mother of 
God can be traced back to Baroque times. Although it wasn’t always held 

during May, Mary Month included thirty daily spiritual exercises honouring 
Mary. 

It was in this era that Mary’s Month and May were combined, making May the 
Month of Mary with special devotions organized on each day throughout the 
month. This custom became especially widespread during the nineteenth cen-
tury and remains in practice until today. 

For May, give Mary a special spot in your prayer corner. It can be a statue or 
picture, but place there some representation of our Blessed Mother. Make it 
appealing and a real tribute to her beauty and virtue. Then, crown Mary. You 
can give her an actual or spiritual crown and you can make it a subtle gesture 
or ornate ceremony of your own device. The meaning is far more important 
than the action. You can do it in the beginning, at the end of May or anywhere 
in between. 

Just do it. Why? Not because it’s a long-standing tradition in the Church, alt-
hough it is. Not because there are any special graces connected to it, although 
there is. No, do it because Mary is Mother – your mother, everyone’s mother – 
and because she cares for all of us day-in-and-day-out without fail, interceding 
for us in even the tiniest matters. For that, she deserves an entire month in her 
honour.  

‘Tis the Month of Our Mother 
‘Tis the month of our Mother, 

The blessed and beautiful days; 
When our lips and our spirits 

Are glowing with love and with praise. 
All hail to dear Mary, 

the guardian of our way. 
To the fairest of Queens, 

Be the fairest of seasons, sweet May. 
 

Oh, what peace to her children, 
Mid sorrows and trials to know 
That the love of their Mother 

Has ever a solace for woe. 
All hail to dear Mary, 

the guardian of our way. 
To the fairest of Queens, 

Be the fairest of seasons, sweet May. 


