25-го лютого 2018 р. ~ Друга Неділя Посту (Неділя Паралітика)

February 25, 2018 ~ Second Sunday of Great Lent (Paralyzed Man)

Вітаємо Всі до Нашої Парафії! Welcome All to Our Parish!

A Place of Prayer, Family, and Community for More than 50 years
Epistle ~ Hebrews 1: 10 - 2:3
1-12
Troparia are found in the grey booklet on pages 5 and 15
Epistle Readers
Saturday (5 p.m.): Joseph Myslicki
Sunday (10 a.m.): Andrika Warywoda

Eucharist Ministers
Saturday (5 p.m.): Linda Douglas
Sunday (10 a.m.): Murray Salomon

F

rom helpful friends to hostile foes to a happy finale, the healing of the paralytic is a wonderful Bible
account. But it is more than just a story. There are lessons to be gleaned. Infirmities have no power
over Jesus’ authority in us. Our faith is the reason Jesus heals us, and only God is glorified over all.
Faith has the greatest part in this story, for without faith, no person will experience healing. Through
faith our sins are forgiven, and forgiven sins result in healing. Friends are great associates, allies, supporters, and company. Some of them are used by God to lift us up when we are physically in need. Our
bodies have limitations; sometimes these hinder our ministry to the Lord, but don’t be discouraged because Jesus is our great healer over the greatest of sicknesses. And even in the most severe sicknesses
known or unknown by humankind, Jesus Christ had, and still has, the power to heal.
~ condensed from a sermon by Harry Summinggit

Friday, March 2
10:00 a.m. ~ Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts followed by
Panakhyda (Sorokousty) for the deceased

Let us strive to live as Christian stewards, receive God’s gifts
gratefully, cultivate them responsibly, share them generously and
lovingly with others, and return them with increase to the Lord.

Saturday, March 3
5:00 p.m. ~ Third Sunday of Lent (Veneration of the Cross)
Epistle Reader: Gloria Sherban
Eucharistic Minister: Linda Douglas

Collection for February 17/18

Sunday, March 4
10:00 a.m. ~ Third Sunday of Lent (Veneration of the Cross)
Epistle Reader: Michael Watral
Eucharistic Minister: Murray Salomon
Note to all parishioners: During Great Lent, the Liturgy of the
Presanctified Gifts is used on weekdays (since the Divine Liturgy has a joyful character and is not in keeping with the sombreness of repentance), except in the case of a major holyday or
funeral service, and therefore, requests for memorial liturgies
will be deferred until the Easter Season.

Our Parish Annual General Meeting will take place following the 10 a.m. Divine Liturgy on Sunday (February 25).
You are encouraged to attend and let your voice be heard.
Lunch, featuring homemade soup will be served afterwards.
A Lenten Mission, led by Msgr. Rev. Pat Stilla of
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, will be held in our church
on March 6, 7 & 8 at 6:30 p.m. You are encouraged to attend. Let us all welcome Father Pat with
open arms. Coffee/tea will follow in our parish hall.
Great news for those wanting cabbage rolls! We will again be
making them and taking orders for frozen ones only (like we
did this past December). Please sign the list now posted in the
narthex. Preparations and rolling will take place on March 19
& 20. The exact schedule will be published in future bulletins.
Any help will be appreciated. Thank you for your support!

Regular Envelopes: $1,735.00
Mission Fund: $54.85
Special Projects: $20.00

Щиро Вам дякуємо ~ Thank you for your generosity!
February’s Mission Collection is designated for Northern
Hearts, a registered charitable organization that provides
local programs and promotes research relating to the high
incidence of heart disease in Northwestern Ontario. For
more information, visit www.northernhearts.org.
Your 2017 Donation Income Tax Receipts are in the narthex. We ask that you pick them up now to help us save on
postage costs. If there are any issues or discrepancies,
please call our bookkeeper Michele at the Parish Office on
Monday evenings between 6 p.m. and 9 p.m.

Remember to take a copy of the March Parish Calendar
of Events and Hall Activities home with you and place
it on your fridge with your other reminders. ☺
Pyrohy Making will take place in two weeks ~ March 10-12.
The regular schedule will be followed. Help to peel potatoes,
make potato balls, make dough and circles, pinch, boil, and
package is always needed and gratefully appreciated.
Q. You forgot to take a bulletin or insert home or left them in
the pew. What do you do?
A. For many, it’s a simple solution. Go to your desktop or
laptop PC, tablet, iPad or smart phone and head to our parish
website www.holycrosstbay.com, and click on Bulletins and
News tab. There you’ll find the bulletin and calendar archives
and recent copies of Celebrating Our Faith and The Plentiful
Harvester. Don’t forget to peruse the other tabs, too!

St. George’s Society

Readings for the Third Sunday of Lent

Our next monthly meeting will take place in the parish hall on
March 4 following the 10 a.m. Divine Liturgy. Lunch will
be served. All members are requested to attend.

(to help prepare for the nourishment of the Word of God at Liturgy)

Our next scheduled bingo will take place Tuesday, March 13
in the afternoon at Superior Shores Gaming Centre. Those
who have volunteered for that session are reminded to be there
in proper attire no later than 12 noon. Also, another training
session will take place on Sunday, March 11 from 4 to 5 p.m.
at Superior Shores at which we need more members (and parishioners) to attend. Your assistance is gratefully appreciated.

Love and Service to God since 1960!
Community Activities & Events
Catholic Schools Information Nights - Senior Elementary
(Bishop Gallagher, E.Q. Jennings & Pope John Paul II)
Thursday, February 28 at 7:00 p.m. Join us at our schools!
Souvlaki Dinner Takeout at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Parish, 651 Beverly St. (at Balmoral), 3:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
continues on the following Thursdays: March 1 & 15, featuring souvlaki, tzatziki sauce, Mediterranean rice, Greek salad,
and pita for the low price of $12.
St. Agnes Non-denominational Adult and Youth Alpha
Beginning March 1 @ 7:30 p.m., Alpha is a series of interactive sessions that deal with concepts of Christianity. Each
session consists of gourmet appetizers, a thought provoking
video, and small group discussions in a warm, accepting
atmosphere. Alpha is open to people of all beliefs and backgrounds and is a great venue to discuss your thoughts,
questions and ideas. There is never any obligation to participate in the discussions and there is no charge to attend.
Please contact Kim Coursolle at koconnor@tbcschools.ca
or 628-2724 to register.

Pysanka Workshop - Hosted by League of Ukrainian
Canadians, Saturday, March 10 from 2:00 p.m. to
5:00 p.m. at 211 Robertson Street. Registration fee:
$20.00/person (all ages). Call Hanya at 344-3136 to
pre-register now as seating is limited. Come & participate in
this unique, fun and colourful Ukrainian Easter tradition!

(March 4)

Epistle: Hebrews 1: 10 -2:3
Gospel: Mark 2: 1-12
As you read each passage, ask yourself these questions,
“What thoughts, ideas, words or images come to mind?”
and “What are the connections between them?”
This will help make them easier to follow and understand.

Holy Cross Golden Agers
Regular afternoon activities happen every Thursday afternoon at
the usual time (doors open at 12:30 p.m.) when new members
are welcome to join. Membership is just $10 per year and well
worth it. Come check us out ~ you’ll be glad you did!
It’s not too early to place an order for pyrohy or help spread
the word to those in our community who might like to do so as
well for our ‘spring’ making session on Tuesday, May 29.
You may contact Ann Kozlowski at 622-3006 or Ann (G)
Opaski at 577-2803 now to get your name of the list. The price
is now $6 per dozen (raw frozen only).

“Do not regret growing older;
it’s a privilege denied to many.”

The Duty of Every Christian
rayer is a Christian duty, to be sure, but even more it is a
P
privilege. Our God is not an unapproachable legislator or
a distant, indifferent watchmaker, but a Father personally

interested in His children. Christ revealed to us a God Who
listens, a God Who has counted every hair on your head, a
God Who hastens to give good things to those who ask
Him. The same Almighty God Who spoke a single word and
all things came to be, now bends His ear to listen to every
word that you utter.
We must not be afraid to dive into prayer, and
to stick with it once we have begun. We learn
to pray by praying. We learn to love by loving.
We make progress when we get out of the
theoretical stage and move on to the active.
We will make more progress in prayer by praying than by
reading 100 good books on prayer techniques, just as we
will learn more about swimming by jumping in the water
than by sitting on dry land consulting swimming manuals.
However, we must persevere despite setbacks. Prayer is
an act of love, a lifting up of the heart to God. The more we
do it, the more natural it becomes. Let us take to heart the
words so often repeated in the Divine Liturgy: Let us pray to
the Lord. There is simply no better use of our time.

“Friends are those who are not too proud
to pray for you, to cry for you,
to hope for you, and to ask God to be
one with you. Those are real friends.”
~ Anonymous

T

oday's Gospel story is about a man who was paralyzed,
meaning he couldn't walk and probably couldn't use his
legs. It actually took place a few days after Jesus had
touched a man who had leprosy and made him better. People
were excited to hear that Jesus was in their area because
they either wanted to see a miracle or be the one who was
healed. So many people came that there was no room left, not
even outside the door. That's where things got interesting.
There were four men who decided to carry their paralyzed
friend on a mat to Him, to see if their friend could be
healed. But as soon as they got to the house where Jesus
was, they realized that they wouldn't be able to get through
to see Him. They decided to take him to the roof of the building that Jesus was at! That might sound impossible but houses
were built differently then. Most houses had staircases outside to get to the flat roof. The Bible says that, after digging
through the roof, the men lowered the mat that the paralyzed
man was lying on down to where Jesus was. These men were
so sure that Jesus would be able to heal him; otherwise they
wouldn't have gone to so much trouble.

The first thing Jesus said when He saw that they believed
was, "Son, your sins are forgiven." Probably not what the
man expected since he came to Jesus because he wanted to
walk. However, Jesus knew what this man needed most because he knew what was in his heart. Jesus knew that being
paralyzed would be difficult but it was even worse not to be
forgiven.
Well, some of the teachers of the law heard Jesus forgive
the man and they began thinking, "How dare this man forgive
sins, only God can do that." Immediately Jesus knew what
they were thinking and said to them, "Why are you thinking
these things?" Jesus then asked them, "Which was easier: to
say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get
up, take your mat and walk'? But that you may know that
the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins, Jesus
said to the paralyzed man, "I tell you, get up, take your mat
and go home." The Bible says that the man got up, took his
mat and walked out in full view of them all. What a day that
would've been for the paralyzed man and his friends!
Source: www.sermons4kids.com

Are You A Friend?
A friend is a person whom you want to have near when you are dying. And whom you like to
be with while you are living; to whom you spontaneously turn to for help when you are in
trouble, and who is the first to hear the good news when you have good fortune.
A friend is a person whose counsel you seek when you are perplexed, and whose congratulations you welcome when the perplexity is solved; in whom you can confide the secret you
want no other living soul to know, yet will never pry into your heart to discover whether there
are any more secrets to be revealed.
A friend is a person you can lean on when your heart aches, but who will never take advantage
of your leaning; who will get down on their knees beside you when you are down, and forgot
he/she did so when you are on your feet again.
A friend is someone whose shoulder you can weep on when you are sad, and with whom you enjoy laughing when you are
glad; who has a tear on his/her cheek when you suffer and a twinkle in his/her eyes when the sun shines on you again.
A friend is a person who has pain in his/her tone when you are in distress, and a melody in his/her voice when your heart is
gay; who admires you for your strong points, but loves you in spite of your weak ones; who makes allowances for your
limitations, without allowing them to obscure your talents.
A friend is a person who is proud of you when fortune favours you, but not ashamed of you when you fail; who contributes
to your success without claiming any share in it; who can feel and show satisfaction when you please them, but never resentment when you disappoint them.
A friend is a person who will tell you the truth even when it hurts, and to whom you can tell the truth without him/her taking offense; who is not ashamed to ask you a favour even at the risk of imposing upon you, and who can extend a helping
hand and lighten your load without expecting any other reward than having had the privilege of so doing.
A friend is a person who gives all he or she can whenever he or she can, without ever keeping record of what has been given; who says the best about you when everybody else is saying the worst.
Every person needs such friends. Every person owes it to himself/herself to be such a friend!

“When a friend is in trouble, don't annoy him or her by asking
if there is any thing you can do. Think up something appropriate and do it.”
~ Edgar Watson Howe

