16-го грудня 2018 р. ~ Неділя Святих Праотців

December 16, 2018 ~ Sunday of the Holy Forefathers

Epistle: Colossians 3: 4-11
Epistle Readers

Eucharistic Ministers

Saturday (5 p.m.): Joseph Myslicki
Sunday (10 a.m.): Andrika Warywoda

Saturday (5 p.m.): Christopher Tennant
Sunday (10 a.m.): Murray Salomon

We extend our deepest condolences to Ann Tarnawsky
and family on the passing of her sister †Olga
Hoszu on Sunday, December 9. Services will take
place in the spring. May the Lord accept her soul
into His heavenly kingdom, and may her memory
be everlasting ~ вічна її пам`ять.
A huge THANK YOU and much appreciation to all those
who donated items and money for our Christmas Cheer project. We were able to put together 71 Christmas mugs of candy for the children and 54 toiletry bags for men and women.
Thanks also to the ladies who helped package them all together. May God bless you abundantly!
It was a fun St. Nicholas party last Sunday thanks to Jaclyn
and Chris Strehlow who took the lead to organize, prepare
the crafts and run this annual event with added help from the
Bain and Manion family members, and of course, the parents, grandparents and other parishioners who attended and
assisted with clean-up. Many thanks to our honoured guest, St.
Nicholas for bringing gifts, and his helper “angel” Emma
Myslicki for handing them out to the children. ☺
Your 2019 Parish Collection Envelopes are now
available for pick-up. Please do not use them
until the New Year. Also, the numbering system
has again been reorganized due to the fact that a
number of boxes of envelopes were not utilized
this past year which means that you may have a
new number for 2019. Please check the box when you pick it
up and ensure that your name is on it.
Remember to take your copy of the Order of Services for
Christmas, New Year’s and Theophany home as you depart
from the church today. Extra copies will be available on the
table in the narthex next weekend as well.
As the weather gets colder and colder, please remember the
Food Hamper for non-perishable items located in the narthex. Items are regularly delivered to local food banks and
soup kitchens through the courtesy of our parishioners. Let us
follow the example of St. Nicholas was known for his great
generosity in distributing gifts and riches to the poor.

Monday, December 17
10:00 a.m. - for the soul of the departed servant of Christ
†Richard Andrusky ~ 40th day
Saturday, December 22
5:00 p.m. - Sunday of the Holy Fathers
Epistle Reader: Evelyn Poleschuk
Sunday, December 23
10:00 a.m. - Sunday of the Holy Fathers
Epistle Reader: Susan Soldan
On Wednesday, the fifth candle on the banner, purple, was
’lit’ to represent repentance. It reminds us of our need to
repent before we can meet the coming of Christ. “Repent for
the kingdom of God is at hand.” (Matthew 4: 17)
For the final week, the red candle on the banner will be ‘lit’
this coming Wednesday to signify the Holy Eucharist. It
also reminds us that Christ, Who was born in Bethlehem,
and Who will come again at the end of time, comes to us
now in the great Sacrament of His Presence, the Holy Eucharist. The reason He was born in Bethlehem was that we
might allow Him to come and be born in the manger of our
hearts. “Let every heart prepare Him room…”

Let us strive to live as Christian stewards, receive God’s gifts gratefully,
cultivate them responsibly, share them generously & lovingly with others,
and return them with increase to the Lord.

December 8/9
Envelopes: $1,095.00
Mission: $76.05

Special Projects: $150.00
Flowers: $15.00

Thank you for your generosity ~ Щиро Вам дякуємо!
December’s Mission Collection is designated for the Dew
Drop Inn (St. Andrew’s Soup Kitchen).

Колядуймо разом! Christmas carolling will take place this year on Sunday, December 30 beginning at 1:30 p.m. If you wish to have the carollers come for a short visit to sing, please sign the
sheet posted on the narthex bulletin board. Carolling will only take place provided there is a minimum of 3 places on the list by Christmas Day. And if you’d like to participate or need more information, please speak with Dr. Jennifer Swerdlyk or Michael Watral at your earliest convenience.
~ Добрий вечір тобі, пане Господарю, радуйся! ~

I

n today’s Gospel, also heard on the 28th Sunday after Pentecost (two weeks ago), we again hear the excuses that the invitees declare to the king’s servant: work, possessions, and family. Do those three ring a
bell? Consider the following: while it is important for us to work, there must be a time of Sabbath rest in Christ as
well. And it often happens that when people enter into new possessions, they become so taken up with them that
the claims of worship and of God get crowded out. Finally, there is nothing more beautiful than the home; the family is our participation in the perfect love of the Trinity, yet even our own family can become an idol if it deters us from loving the
Lord our God. Indeed, our lives revolve around work, material possessions, and family, but they can prevent us from enjoying
the daily banquet of God. Today is a call for us to consider our lives and to ask ourselves, “Are we like those who refused the
invitation of Christ?” God has invited you to a life of fellowship. Let’s not make excuses, rather let us rest in Him.
~ condensed and edited from a sermon by Christopher Nerreau

Holy Cross Golden Agers
Thursday afternoon activities are now cancelled for the rest of
December and through to the end of January, and will resume
on February 7, 2019 at the usual time when new members
are welcome to join. We wish all current members a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

We will not be chartering a bus to Grand Portage in December; however, if there is enough interest, there will be one
scheduled for Wednesday, January 16, 2019. Please contact
Ann Kozlowski (622-3006) or Ann Opaski (577-2805) between now and early January to book your seat. This is a free
service for those 18 years and older who have a valid passport. Come join us for the ride and recreation!

“Do not regret growing older.
It’s a privilege denied to many.”

St. George’s Society
The first bingo session for us in 2019 will
be on Thursday, January 17 in the evening. The next training session for new volunteers is scheduled for Sunday, January 13 (4:00 p.m. to
5:00 p.m.). All training is held at Superior Shores Gaming
Centre, 435 Memorial Avenue.

At this time of the year, we wish all members and their
loved ones a very special holiday season with all the best
in 2019! Our first meeting in the new year will be the annual ‘Super Bowl’ Meeting on Sunday, February 3 beginning at 4:30 p.m. followed by a dinner and social. Hope to
see members and some new faces in attendance!

Love and service to God since 1960!
Sunday Smile ~ How Kids See it

A

S A LITTLE GIRL climbed onto Santa's lap, he asked
the usual, "And what would you like for Christmas?"
The child stared at him open-mouthed and horrified for a minute, then gasped: "Didn't you get my e-mail?"
_________________________

O

N A TRIP to see Santa, a young boy made his way onto
Saint Nick’s lap and shared his wish list. Later that day,
in another store, there was Santa again.
“And what would you like for Christmas?” he asked the
young boy.

Shaking his head, the boy sighed, “You really need to write
these things down.”

Readings for the Sunday of the Holy Fathers

(to help prepare for the nourishment of the Word of God at Liturgy)

Epistle: Colossians 3: 4-11
Gospel: Luke 14: 16-24
As you read each passage, ask yourself these questions,
“What thoughts, ideas, words or images come to mind?”
and “What are the connections between them?”
This will help make them easier to follow and understand.

Frozen Pyrohy Available - Church of the Transfiguration has
a limited supply of frozen pyrohy available for purchase in
bags of 4 dozen @ $20 each. Please call the parish hall at
623-3793 and leave a message or send a text to Taras Kolomeychuk (472-8736) at your earliest convenience.
Rotary Carol Sing - Sunday, December 16 at 7:00 p.m. at
St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 808 Ridgeway St. (across from
McKellar Place) in Thunder Bay South and at St. Paul’s United Church, 349 Waverly Street, Thunder Bay North. Featuring local musicians and performers. So, gather family and
friends and come celebrate the season. Admission is free;
however, donations are accepted.

H

ave you ever wished upon a star? You probably know
the rhyme to use in the evening when the sky begins
to get dark:
Star light, star bright, first star I see tonight, I wish I
may, I wish I might have the wish I wish tonight.
And after saying the rhyme, you’re supposed to close your
eyes and make a wish for something special.
The people who lived in Jesus' day were watching and
waiting for the Messiah Who had been promised by the
prophets of old. On this Sunday, the Sunday of the Forefathers, we commemorate the people who came long before Jesus. Many of them watched the stars in the sky
looking for a sign that would announce the coming of the
Messiah. As you know, a star did appear announcing the
birth of Jesus Christ. The wise men saw that star and
went to find the Christ child, but for many years after
that, some people were still watching and waiting.

One of the names given to Jesus is
the "Bright Morning Star" (from the
Book of Revelation 22:16). Jesus is
not a wishing star to Whom we say a
prayer and make a wish. He is a star
of hope. Our hope is in the living
God, who is the Saviour of all people.
Let us pray: Heavenly Father, as we see the many stars in
the decorations of this season may we be reminded that
Jesus is the "Bright Morning Star" and that when we put
our hope and trust in Him, our future is secure. In Jesus'
name we pray. Amen.

“O Star of wonder, star of night,
Star with royal beauty bright.
Guide us to Thy Perfect Light.”
Source: www.sermons4kids.com

T

ODAY IS THE SUNDAY OF THE HOLY FOREFATHERS, which is always celebrated two Sundays before the Nativity. Next Sunday is the Sunday of the Holy Fathers, and Nativity follows
shortly thereafter on Tuesday. This is part of our preparation for the great feast of our Lord’s incarnation. We have already been preparing by fasting. Now the pace is quickening. You can feel it.
Let us ask ourselves why is it that we have this particular reading, about the Great Supper, two Sundays before the Nativity? What is it that the church is trying to teach us, and why do we remember
the Holy Forefathers today?
It is hard to explore all the aspects of this reading. We cannot but scratch the surface of what this parable means in the Christian life, but it is here primarily because one cannot celebrate a feast without being morally prepared.
This parable tells us sins to avoid, attitudes to avoid. It tells us to wake up! It tells us to be ready. We commemorate the Holy
Forefathers today, because they indeed were part of the preparation for Christ. Without them, there would have been no Godman, Jesus Christ, because He was born of a woman, who was of their lineage, and, if this is not exactly so in a physical
sense, their prophesies and piety prepared the way for the coming of Christ. That was part of God’s plan.
What is this Great Supper? It is the incarnation of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, and all the implications of that great
event. And it is great, because we cannot fathom it. It is the mystery of our salvation, which we cannot understand, but we can
be warmed by it, and enlightened by it, and saved by it, even though we don’t completely, and never will completely understand God.
And Who is this who is that is making the supper? It is God, our Father, Who loves us, and desired good things for us. He
spreads a table laden with delicacies, and the fatted calf, His own Son, for us.
Who is this servant? None other than the Lord Jesus Christ, who refers to Himself as a servant, because He was willing to be
made in the form of a servant. He, being God, despised not becoming man, and becoming a servant, obedient to His father in
all things, Who He was completely equal to, as God.
For I say unto you, that none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper. For many are called, but few are chosen.
He speaks of the men that are bidden that did not obey the call, and yet, He tried to compel them by showing them goodness,
and grace, and mercy. And they did not listen, because they were concerned about their grounds, or their lusts, their pleasures, their pride. They were concerned about everything, save holiness, and sanctity, and blessedness.
These are marvelous words, and they are terrible words! They give us hope that, indeed, God will save us because we see
how much He cares. We see how much He pursues us. They also show that we will have no excuse if we do not obey His call,
in the end.
Who are those who are called? All mankind is called, every man. Who are the chosen? Those are chosen who obey the call.
We can decide if we are of the chosen, or are of the goats on the left-hand side. It is our decision, and although the Lord desires to compel us, He will not force us. But, if we live the Christian life with care, we WILL be compelled. It will not be possible
for us to do anything but love our Saviour and be pleasing to Him. Let us continue our preparation.
~ Fr. Seraphim Holland

