18-го лютого 2018 р. ~ Перша Неділя Посту (Православ’я)

February 18, 2018 ~ First Sunday of Great Lent (Orthodoxy)

Вітаємо Всі до Нашої Парафії! Welcome All to Our Parish!
A Place of Prayer, Family, and Community for More than 50 years
Epistle ~ Hebrews 11: 24-26, 32-40; 12: 1-2
Troparia are found in the grey booklet on pages 4 and 13
Epistle Readers
Saturday (5 p.m.): Michael Watral
Sunday (10 a.m.): Walter Warywoda

Eucharist Ministers
Saturday (5 p.m.): Zenya Puchalski
Sunday (10 a.m.): Christopher Tennant

ome and see.” It is such a simple, open and gracious invitation. “Come and see” sums up for the
C
most part the heart of Jesus' message and the whole of the Christian life. "Come and see" is an
invitation to be rescued and redeemed and to have the penalty of sin removed from our lives and the

“

power of sin broken. So, when Philip challenged Nathaniel to “come and see”, it wasn't to come and
look at this man named Jesus, for he wouldn’t have been impressed at all visually, but rather a challenge to come and listen to Jesus. It was a challenge to come and sit and connect with Jesus. It was a
challenge to come and experience this person named Jesus from Nazareth, for when others had spent
time with him and listened to Jesus, it was amazing what those encounters had accomplished. When Nathaniel heard Jesus' words, his heart, his mind and his soul opened and he began to understand that the person in front of him was more
than a rabbi from the nearby town of Nazareth. Nathaniel heard Jesus' words and realized that he was in the midst of the
very Son of God and King of Israel. There were no thunder bolts and no great sign other than Jesus' words - hearing, listening, following and connecting. Let us all continue to “come and see!”
~ condensed from a sermon by Ernie Arnold

Let us strive to live as Christian stewards, receive God’s gifts
gratefully, cultivate them responsibly, share them generously and
lovingly with others, and return them with increase to the Lord.

Collection for February 10/11
75

Envelopes & Loose: $1,286.
Mission Fund: $89.75
Vigil Lights: $194.00
Andrew’s Pence: $60.00
Special Projects: $110.00
Clergy Benevolent Fund: $10.00
Щиро Вам дякуємо ~ Thank you for your generosity!
February’s Mission Collection is designated for Northern
Hearts, a registered charitable organization that provides
local programs and promotes research relating to the high
incidence of heart disease in Northwestern Ontario.
Your 2017 Donation Income Tax Receipts are in the narthex. We ask that you pick them up now to help us save on
postage costs. If there are any issues or discrepancies,
please call our bookkeeper Michele at the Parish Office on
Monday evenings between 6 p.m. and 9 p.m.

“Jesus loves to see poor sinners coming to Him;
He is pleased to see them lie at His feet,
pleading His promises.
And if you thus come to Christ,
He will not send you away without His Spirit;
no, but will receive and bless you.”

~ George Whitfield

Friday, February 23
10:00 a.m. ~ Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts followed
by Panakhyda (Sorokousty) for the deceased

Saturday, February 24
5:00 p.m. ~ Second Sunday of Lent
Epistle Reader: Joseph Myslicki
Eucharistic Minister: Linda Douglas
Sunday, February 25
10:00 a.m. ~ Second Sunday of Lent
Epistle Reader: Andrika Warywoda
Eucharistic Minister: Murray Salomon
Note to all parishioners: During Great Lent, the Divine Liturgy
of the Presanctified Gifts is used on weekdays, except in the case
of a major holyday or funeral service, and therefore, requests for
memorial liturgies will be deferred until the Easter Season. A
Lenten Mission, led by Msgr. Pat Stilla of St. Patrick’s Cathedral
will take place March 6, 7 & 8 at 6:30 p.m. You are all encouraged to attend. Let us welcome Father Pat with open arms!
A typical Lenten service is the Liturgy of the
Presanctified Gifts. Already in the first centuries
there was a custom during the Forty Days Fast to
omit the celebration of the Divine Liturgy because,
at that time, it was still linked with agape, that is the
love banquet, and this was not in keeping with the
spirit of fasting. Furthermore, the Divine Liturgy was
regarded as a joyful mystery; for this reason, its celebration
was limited to Saturday and Sunday. On the other days of
the week, to give faithful an opportunity to receive Holy Communion, the Divine Liturgy was replaced by other services,
from which the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts developed in
time. Actually, this is not a liturgy in the true sense of the
word, for it does not have the consecration of bread and
wine; but rather, it is a Vespers service combined with the
rite of Holy Communion, for which the bread was previously
consecrated, hence the name of Presanctified Gifts.

A Lenten Prayer
We extend our congratulations and best wishes to one of our longstanding
parishioners, Edward (Eddie) Fedori on the occasion of his 100th birthday
on February 18. May the Lord continue to bless him with good health, happiness, and many more happy years ~ Многая і благая літа!
This is your final call for cooked pyrohy orders (we have reached our limit for frozen
orders). Please call Walter at 475-3757 as soon as possible.
Our Parish Annual General Meeting will take place following the 10 a.m. Liturgy
next Sunday, February 25. You are encouraged to attend and let your voice be
heard. Financial statements and minutes from the previous year are included as inserts in today’s bulletin. Please review them before the meeting. Lunch, featuring
soup and sandwiches, will be served afterwards.
Also, due to recent resignations, we need to replace two members of the Holy Cross
Villa Board. If you are interested and willing to let your name stand, please speak
with Villa Board Chair, Gloria (Opaski) Sherban. If a number of individuals wish to
fill those positions, a secret ballot will take place at the Parish AGM if necessary.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Great news for those wanting cabbage rolls! We will again be making them and taking orders for frozen ones only. Please sign the list now posted in the narthex. Preparations and rolling will take place on March 19 & 20. The schedule will be published in future bulletins. Any help will be appreciated. Thank you!

Dear God, Our Father,

I know You receive what is in
my heart. Let me be inspired by
Your words and by the actions
of Your Son, Jesus. Guide me
to make sacrifices this Lent in
the spirit of self-denial and with
greater attention to You and to
those around me. Help me to
believe that You will grant me
this because of the sacrifice
Jesus made for me. Amen.
~ Anonymous

Please note: The deadline for bulletin items and announcements is Thursday of each week. All submissions should be forwarded
to Michael Watral before then. There are several ways to do so: email him at mawatral@tbaytel.net, call him at 475-4914 and
leave a message on his machine if he is not available, or call or text his mobile phone at 626-2182. Thanks for your cooperation. ☺

Holy Cross Golden Agers
Our regular monthly meeting will take place this
Thursday, February 22 at 1:30 p.m. preceded by
a mini-shuffleboard tournament at 12:30 p.m. New
members are still welcome to join Membership is
just $10 per year and well worth it. Come check us out ~ you’ll
be glad you did.
Still not sure about joining? Consider these four valid reasons:
1) Learning & expanding your knowledge ~ it’s never too
late to learn a new skill or get better at an established one.
2) Independence & staying connected ~ you’ll meet others
who have “been there and done that” and are glad to share.
3) Circle of friends ~ more social interaction means higher
levels of life satisfaction - a perfect place to make contact.
4) Energy ~ better health and vitality will not only improve
the way you feel, but prevent many health concerns that
come with age by keeping both your body and mind active.

Are you feeling lucky? The next bus to Grand Portage will
leave the church parking lot on Wednesday, February 21 at
3: 45 p.m. and returning @ 10 p.m. To book your seat, please
contact Ann Kozlowski (622-3006) or Ann Opaski (577-2805)
as soon as possible. This is a free service. Non-members (18
years and older) with valid passports are invited also.

Readings for the Second Sunday of Lent
(February 25)

(to help prepare for the nourishment of the Word of God at Liturgy)

Epistle: Hebrews 1: 10 -2:3
Gospel: Mark 2: 1-12
As you read each passage, ask yourself these questions,
“What thoughts, ideas, words or images come to mind?”
and “What are the connections between them?”
This will help make them easier to follow and understand.

St. George’s Society
Our next scheduled bingo will take place Tuesday, March 13
in the afternoon at Superior Shores Gaming Centre. Those who
have volunteered for that session are reminded to be there in
proper attire no later than 12 noon. Also, another training session will take place on Sunday, March 11 from 4 to 5 p.m. at
Superior Shores at which we need more members (and parishioners) to attend. Your assistance is gratefully appreciated .
Our next monthly meeting will take place in the parish hall on
March 4 following the 10 a.m. Divine Liturgy. Lunch will be
served. All members are requested to attend.

Love and Service to God since 1960!
Community Activities & Events
Catholic Schools Information Nights - Senior Elementary
(Bishop Gallagher, E.Q. Jennings & Pope John Paul II)
Thursday, February 28 at 7:00 p.m. Join us at our schools!
Souvlaki Dinner Takeout at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Parish, 651 Beverly St. (at Balmoral), 3:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
continues on the following Thursdays: March 1 & 15, featuring souvlaki, tzatziki sauce, Mediterranean rice, Greek salad,
and pita for the low price of $12.
St. Agnes Non-denominational Adult and Youth Alpha
Beginning March 1 @ 7:30 p.m., Alpha is a series of interactive sessions that deal with concepts of Christianity. Each
session consists of gourmet appetizers, a thought provoking
video, and small group discussions in a warm, accepting
atmosphere. Alpha is open to people of all beliefs and backgrounds and is a great venue to discuss your thoughts,
questions and ideas. There is never any obligation to participate in the discussions and there is no charge to attend.
Please contact Kim Coursolle at koconnor@tbcschools.ca
or 628-2724 to register.

something good happens to you, it is the most
W hen
natural thing in the world to want to tell others

“We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law,
and about whom the prophets also wrote — Jesus of Nazabout it. It may be something like making a good grade on areth, the son of Joseph.” Nathanael replied to Philip,
this week's spelling test at school. Or perhaps you made “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanthe winning goal in this week's hockey game. When some- ael asked. "Come and see for yourself," Philip answered.
thing good happens to us, we can't wait to tell someone
As they approached, Jesus said, “Now here is a genuine
about it. Isn't it great to tell others about good things
son of Israel — a man of integrity.”
that have happened to you? When you get a chance to tell
someone about something good that happened to you, it’s “How do you know about me?” Nathanael
asked. Jesus replied, “I could see you under
almost like experiencing the good thing again.
the fig tree before Philip found you.” NaIn our Bible lesson today, Jesus went to Galilee where He
thanael exclaimed, "You are the Son of God
met a man named Philip. When Jesus met Philip, He said
— the King of Israel!”
to him, "Follow me." What a thrill! Not only did Philip meet
Jesus, but Jesus asked him to follow Him and become one Something good happened to Philip — he met Jesus. He
shared it with his friend Nathanael and he met Jesus too.
of His disciples.
The very first thing that came to Philip's mind was to tell Has Jesus brought happiness into your life? Share it with
someone what had happened to him. He immediately went your friends!
and found his friend Nathanael. He said to Nathanael,
Source: www.sermons4kids.com

From “The Gospel of John as Poetry”
The next day Jesus set out to go into Galilee
There He found a man named Philip, and said, “Philip, follow Me.”
Philip found Nathanael and with great delight exclaimed:
“We have found the One written about in the Law,
The One Whom the Prophets proclaimed.”
“What good can come from Nazareth?” was Nathanael’s dry reply.
Philip said, “Well, come and see,” with a twinkle in his eye.
As Nathanael came toward Jesus, Jesus didn’t miss a beat:
“Behold, an Israelite indeed in whom there is no deceit.”
Nathanael boldly questioned Him, “How is it that you know me?
Jesus laughed as He replied, “I saw you under the tree.”
Nathanael’s jaw dropped to the ground; the revelation changed everything.
“Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are truly Israel’s King!”
Jesus grinned and said to him, “You believe because I saw you ‘neath the tree;
You will see the heavens opened and angels descending and rising on Me.”
Kealoha Wells
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