
We extend a warm welcome to all our parishioners and guests,  
and pray that your participation in the Divine Liturgy will be enriching and meaningful. 

February 19, 2017 ~ Meat-fare Sunday 
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 8: 8 - 9: 2  Gospel: Matthew 25: 31-46 

Troparia are found in the grey booklet, pages 2 & 11 

T he Gospel reading appointed for Meat-fare 
Sunday from St. Matthew concerns the Last 

Judgement. Christ speaks to us concerning in 
what manner we will eventually be judged when 
He returns. Rather than pointing out that the 
righteous will consist of those who simply 
‘believe’ in God and lead a good life, or even 
those who go to Church every Sunday, Christ 
tells us that it is not solely our faith, but also our 
actions that will determine our final destination. 
Jesus is more concerned about how we act to-
ward those around us, and in particular, towards 
those less fortunate. 

   One of the important things that Christ teaches 
us through His message is that whatever we do 
to the next person, we do the same to Christ 
also. And it brings up the important fact that the 
true Christian is the one who sees Christ in eve-
ryone. All are created in the image and likeness 
of God; we are all (or at least strive to be) living 
icons of Christ. And it’s when we recognize that 
image of Christ in everyone (including our 
‘enemies’) that we gain a step closer to residing 
in the mansions of the Father that have been 
prepared for us. 

Saturday, February 25 
   5:00 p.m. ~ Cheese-fare (Forgiveness) Sunday 
    Epistle Reader: Evelyn Poleschuk 
 
Sunday, February 26 
 10:00 a.m. ~ Cheese-fare (Forgiveness) Sunday 
    Epistle Reader: Michael Watral 

The Great Fast or Lent will be starting soon and is a 40-day journey. Have you given any thought in prepa-
ration for it? The time to do so is now. The Church encourages us to ‘give up’ something for Lent, but at the 
same time, we are called to reflect on what it means to be a true disciple of Jesus — learning and following 
His way as we make our journey toward Good Friday and Easter Sunday. With prayer and Scripture readings 

and other disciplines that create space to hear from God and participate in the work the Holy Spirit does in 
our lives and in the church, we together grow in our faith and are encouraged by each other. Let the Holy 
Spirit guide you by understanding and participating in the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus. 

 

An Important Notice for All Parishioners 

Our parish Annual General Meeting will take place next 

Sunday, February 26, after the 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy, 

downstairs in our auditorium. Nominations are still being 

accepted for a position on the Parish Council. All parishion-

ers 18 years and older are encouraged to let their names 

stand for election. Following the meeting, lunch will be 

served — there’ll be soup again! You are welcome to bring 

an item for the buffet table and/or dessert table if you so de-

sire. All registered parishioners are encouraged to attend 

and let their voices be heard. Your presence is important 

and will certainly be appreciated. Thank you ~ Дякую! 

Thanks to those who came out last Monday evening to help prepare cabbage, onions and ‘shkvarky’ for the upcoming Cab-
bage Roll Making and Sale on March 1. Orders are currently being taken in the narthex until Sunday, February 26. You will 
have an option of ordering cooked or raw frozen. Telephone orders will not be accepted. Order yours today! 

Attention 50th Anniversary Committee Members! The next meeting will be held this Tuesday, February 21 at 6:30 p.m. 
downstairs in the side rooms. Your attendance is encouraged and appreciated. 

Don’t forget to continue gathering up pictures that display Holy Cross life from the past five decades to be used 
for the video collage at our planned 50th Anniversary Dinner and Dance in September. Thanks to those who 
have already done so.  A reminder to put them into an envelope with your name clearly indicated and, if possi-
ble, label each picture on the back with a brief description (event, group, year, etc.), bring them to church and 
place them into the special box on the side table in the narthex. Thank you for your cooperation! 

Please pick up your 2017 Parish Envelopes and 2016 Income Tax receipts in the narthex if you have not already done 
so. And we ask you to do us a big favour by picking up the same for those family members (or friends) who are ill, shut-in or 
away and unable to come to church to retrieve them.  



Your Return Gift to God 

February 11/12 

  Envelopes: $1,425.00 

  Andrew’s Pence: $55.00 
  Mission Collection: $52.25 

  Special Projects: $125.00 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Щиро Вам дякуємо! 

February’s Mission Collection is designated for the Alzhei-
mer’s Society of Thunder Bay. As one of 38 chapters in On-
tario, it supports persons with Alzheimer's disease and other 
dementias as well as their families and partners in care. 

 

(Our patron saint for February) 

“When you are weary of praying 
and do not receive, 

consider how often you have 
heard a poor man calling, 

and have not listened to him.” 

 

Attention all current members! Our regular monthly 
meeting will take place this Thursday, February 23 at 
1:30 p.m. preceded by a mini-darts tournament beginning 
at 12:30 p.m. Following the meeting, bingo will take place 
as usual. Refreshments will be available also. Not a mem-
ber? Adults (aged 55 and up) are always welcome to join. 
It’s just $10/year and well worth the membership fee. 

If you missed the bus to Grand Portage, you can catch the 
next one. It will leave the church parking lot Wednesday, 
March 15 at 3:45 p.m. and return @ 10 p.m. To book your 
seat, please contact either Ann Kozlowski (622-3006) or 
Ann Opaski (577-2805). This is a free service for everyone. 
Non-members are cordially invited for the ride as well. 

St. George’s Society 
Thanks to those members who came out this past Monday 
evening to help prepare the cabbage, onions, and 
‘shkvarky’ (pork fat) for the March 1 making and sale. Or-
ders are still being taken in the narthex. The deadline is 
Sunday, February 26. Don’t delay ~ order today! 

Our next monthly meeting is on Sunday, March 5 at 7 p.m. 
in our parish hall. All members are requested to attend. New 
members are welcome at this time also. 

The next bingo training session will take place in our parish 
hall at 7 p.m. on Monday, March 6. Our next scheduled bin-
go is a matinée on Thursday, March 23 at Superior Shores 
Gaming Centre. Please speak with Gerry Bullock if you are 
available to help on that date. Thank you! 

Valentine Tea - presented by St. Dominic’s Church CWL on Sunday, February 19 from 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the parish 
hall, 130 W. Redwood Avenue (behind the mall) featuring sandwiches, dainties, draw prizes and door prize. Ticket prices: 
Adults: $5.00; children (5-10 years): $3.00; children (4 and under): free. Everyone is welcome! 

Spaghetti Dinner  - in support of St. Andrew’s CWL on Sunday, February 26 at the Italian Cultural Centre. Take-out: 2 p.m. to 
5 p.m. Sit-down dinner at 6:00 p.m. Adults: $13/person; children: $9/person. Tickets available from Barbara Jaatinen at 344-7913 
or Barbara Jarvela at 345-5457. Only tickets sold in advance will be credited to St. Andrew’s CWL. 

Want Pyrohy Like Baba Used to Make? The Church of the Transfiguration, 629 McIntosh Street, has a supply for sale, freshly-
made this past Friday. Price per dozen is: $5 for raw frozen;  $6 for cooked. Phone the parish hall at 623-3793 and leave a mes-
sage with your name and order, and someone will return your call as soon as possible. Thank you for your support!  

Are you considering a bequest to our parish? Consider the significant tax savings to your estate and heirs that could result by donating 
registered funds (RRSP/RRIF) or naming your parish as a secondary beneficiary. Visit your financial institution to find out more information. 

POSITIVE THINKING: TRUST IN THE ALMIGHTY GOD IS POWERFUL FUEL 

   Someone once asked George Shearing, the great jazz pianist, if he had been blind all his life. “Not yet,” he 
quickly replied. In this day of medical miracles, who knows when the blind might be able to see? At any rate, 
one will not have been blind all of his life until that life is over. 

   It is certain that all who enjoy life, regardless of conditions, have the “not yet” attitude. Things can always 
improve. God is still alive and well. A Christian has the brightest outlook and the fondest hope of any mortal.  

   St. Paul wrote, “So then, dear friends, as you always obeyed me when I was with you, it is even more im-
portant that you obey me now while I am away from you. Keep on working with fear and trembling to com-
plete your salvation because God is always at work in you to make you willing and able to obey His own 
purpose.” (Phil. 2:12-13). 



W hen someone does something nice for you, what do you 
do? You say, "Thank you," don't you? Sometimes that 

just doesn't seem to be enough. Has someone ever done 
something for you that was so nice that you wanted to do 
more than just say, "Thank You"? When that happens, most 
people send others a "Thank You" card.  

  Another way you can show your thanks when someone does 
something really nice for you is by doing something nice for 
him or her in return. For example, if a friend invites you to a 
sleepover and you have a really good time, you should return 
their kindness by inviting him or her to come to your house 
for a sleepover as well. 

   It is always important to show our appreciation when some-
one does something for us, isn't it? Well, there is probably no 
one who has done more for us than God has. God provides 
food when we are hungry and water when we are thirsty. He 
heals us when we are sick and comforts us when we are sad. 
The Bible tells us that He is an ever-present helper in times 
of trouble. 

   Because of all God has done for us, we say, "Thank you." 
But somehow, sometimes that doesn't seem to be enough. 
We could write him a "Thank You" card, but Canada Post 
would not be able to deliver it. So, how can we do something 
nice for God in return? Well, Jesus told us how to do it when 
He said, "Whatever you do for one of the least of these 
brothers of mine, you do it for me." That means when we 
feed someone who is hungry, it is the same as doing it for 
Jesus. When we visit someone who is sick, it is the same as 
doing it for Jesus. When we give clothes to those who are in 
need, it is the same as doing it for Jesus. 

   There is a very special name for this way of saying, "Thank 
you." Some call it "thanks living." This is when we show our 
thanks by the way we live. "Thanks living" is when we look at 
the many ways God has blessed us, and we thank him by being 
a blessing to others. Let's pray and ask God to help us to offer 
our thanksgiving by "thanks living." Our Father, we come into 
your presence with thanksgiving. Help us to turn our thanks-
giving into "thanks living." In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen. 


