
May 28, 2017 ~ Sunday of the Holy Fathers 
of the First Ecumenical Council of Nicea (325 AD) 

  

O n this Sunday, the Sunday after 
Our Lord’s Ascension, we com-

memorate the Holy Fathers of the First 
Ecumenical Council of Nicea. Those for 
whom ancient history is irrelevant and who equate 
“old” with “outdated” (or better yet, “medieval” with 
“barbarically primitive”) will have trouble appreciat-
ing the Fathers of the First Council of Nicea, since 
they met and produced their work  — the Nicene 
Creed — nearly seventeen hundred years ago, in 
325 A.D.  How could a creed so old be remotely 
relevant today? Among other things, the Holy Fa-
thers declared the full divinity of Jesus of Nazareth 
by saying that He was “one is being with the Fa-
ther” — of the same essence as Him.   

One may ask, “Why should we care?  Sure, we 
confess His divinity, but does it really matter? Quite 
simply – yes, it does. True salvation consists in giv-
ing one’s life, heart, and soul to God, living and dy-
ing for Him down to one’s last breath and one’s last 
drop of blood. The issue is: may we give such loyal-
ty, allegiance, love, and commitment to Jesus of 
Nazareth, or not?  If He is not truly God, then giving 
Him such allegiance would be idolatry.  No one 
sensibly would live and die so totally for a mere 
celebrity.  And if the Nicene Fathers were wrong 
and Jesus is simply just an ancient celebrity, we 
ought not to give Him our lives. Our admiration, 
perhaps, but not lives and our worship.  But in fact, 
the Holy Fathers of Nicea were right, and Jesus of 
Nazareth is God in the flesh — Light of Light, true 
God of true God, begotten, not made, one in being 
with the Father.  It is through Him that all things 
were made, and to Him that all things shall return 
with bowed knee.  It is our salvation that we bow 
the knee in love to Him even now before that final 
end, and confess that the road to His city runs 
through our heart. This is why it matters. 

 

 

“Recite the Creed 
before you fall asleep, 
for true belief in God 

is the source and guard 
of all blessings.” 

 

     ~ Abba Philimon 

Words to Live By 
* * * * * * * 

 

We congratulate Henry Keith Myslicki and Mckenna Marie 
Piilo, who on Sunday morning, will receive the Sacrament of 
Holy Eucharist on their own. May their First Communion cele-
brate their friendship with Jesus as they grow in the Spirit and 
continue to walk in faith. For this, we ask God to grant them 
many happy and blessed years ~ Многая і благая літа! 

St. George’s Society is having another ‘Cabbage Roll Making Session 
and Sale’ for Tuesday, June 6, primarily for parishioners only, but will 
open it up to the public if a sufficient quantity is not pre-ordered. Tradi-
tional rice-filled cooked or raw frozen will be available, and as a special 
treat buckwheat (hrechanyky) also! Please sign the sheet in the narthex, 
or send an e-mail to mawatral@tbaytel.net as soon as possible. Last 
day to order is Friday, June 2. Thank you for your support! 

Next Sunday is the Feast of Pentecost. On this occasion, 
it is our tradition to visit the gravesites of our departed 
loved ones and to pray for them. Since there are a number 
of cemeteries scattered throughout our city, it is impracti-
cal to accomplish this on one day. The schedule will be as 

follows: Sunday, June 4 starting at 2 p.m. at the Ukrainian Catholic 
Cemetery (W. Arthur St.) for a joint memorial service for our pioneers, 
and then individual gravesites; 3 p.m. at St. Patrick’s/Mountainview 
Cemetery (Broadway Ave); Saturday, June 10 beginning at 10 a.m. at 
St. Andrew’s Cemetery (Oliver Road). Please contact Father Stepan if 
you wish to have a private service or one at Sunset Memorial Gardens. 

Congratulations to the following St. George’s members who recently re-
ceived an Ontario Volunteer Service Award: Taras Dygun (20 yrs), Mi-
chael Wilding, (5 yrs), Peter Swerdlyk (55 yrs), Ralph Zaporzan (10 
yrs), Walter (Wally) Zaremsky (10 yrs), and Eugene Zdebiak (10 yrs). 

The annual Parish Picnic will take place Sunday, June 11 on 
our parish grounds beginning at 12 noon. This year, everything 
(weather permitting) will take place outdoors rather than inside, 
complete with tables and chairs. So bring your appetites, sun-
glasses and sunscreen, summer hats, sporting equipment, fa-
vourite lawn chair (if desired), and enthusiasm as we celebrate 
another year of blessings and the approach of summer. 

This Week’s LiTurgicaL services 
 

Friday, June 2 
10:00 a.m. ~ Funeral Services for †Peter V. Gacuk 

Saturday, June 3 
  5:00 p.m. ~ Pentecost Sunday 
  Epistle Reader: Michael Watral 

Sunday, June 4 
10:00 a.m. ~ Pentecost Sunday  
  Epistle Reader: Mary Ann Lysak 



  

Your Return Gift to God 

May 20/21 

   Envelopes: $1,525.00 

   Special Projects: $45.00 

     Eparchial Needs: $500.00 
   Mission Collection: $75.25 

Thank you for your generosity! 
Щиро Вам дякуємо! 

The Mission Collection for the month of May is desig-
nated for Urban Abbey’s Thrive Program. Its vision 
is to see communities of young women and their in-
fants, who face challenges related to substances use in 
Thunder Bay, embraced, educated, empowered, and 
established as they journey toward holistic health.  

A Frighteningly Big Evening!  Superior Shores Gaming Association is having a “Mini-Monster Bingo” on Thursday, 
June 1 at the evening session (435 Memorial Avenue) from 6:45 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Up to $43,900 in cash and prizes and a  
minimum of $10,000 will be won! Doors open at 4:00 p.m. No reservation required. First come, first served. 

 King of the Lobster Supper - Saturday, June 3 at the Columbus Centre (corner of Arthur and May) from 4:00 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. Guaranteed 3 lobsters, salads, scalloped potatoes, dessert, rolls and coffee/tea. Tickets are available at the Centre Office or 
by calling Rosie at 623-3252 to purchase your tickets with a credit card. No tickets sold after Monday, May 29 at 5 p.m. 

Get Your Garden Ready! St. Dominic Parish is holding a Plant and Yard Sale on Saturday, June 3 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
Sunday, June 4 after each Mass. Featured will be a garden wagon prize, and a master gardener on hand. Everyone is invited! 

Two Bit Auction - sponsored by the RC Legion Ladies Auxiliary Slovak Branch 129 on Wednesday, June 14 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Slovak Legion Hall, 801 Atlantic Avenue. Tickets are $5.00 per person and are available at the door or by calling 623-3354, ext. 2. 
Featured baskets will be worth $50 to $100. Sandwiches, dainties and refreshments will be served. 

A Unique Opportunity to Give Back to Your City - What you are doing the week of July 10th to 16th? The Staal 
Foundation Open is still in need of volunteers and caddies.  Register by June 1st, 2017 to be entered into a draw for a 
chance to win one of three restaurant gift certificates valued at $100.00 each.   Go to www.staalopen.ca and click on the 
“Get Involved” tab – choose Volunteer or Caddie, or speak with Gloria Opaski Sherban for more information. 

For a complete listing of all events happening in and around Thunder Bay, visit www.thunderbay.ca/Living 
and check out the monthly calendars. They’re filled with interesting information for the whole family! 

Readings for Pentecost Sunday 
(to help prepare for the nourishment of the Word of God 

at next weekend’s Divine Liturgy) 

As you read, ask yourself, “What thoughts, ideas, words 
or images come to mind?” and “What are the connections 

between them?” This will make them easier to follow 
and evoke a richer understanding. 

 

Regular activities take place on Thursday afternoons beginning at 
1:30 p.m. [doors open at 12:30 p.m.]. New members (55+) are al-
ways welcome — it’s just $10/year and worth the membership fee.  

We will be making pyrohy on Tuesday, May 30. All members are 
encouraged to come out and help on that day starting at 9:00 a.m. 
Any assistance from friends and family will also be appreciated. 

Our annual picnic will take place on Thursday, June 15 at 1:00 p.m. 
starting with games and entertainment, followed by the usual picnic 
foods, and prize presentation. Members may bring one guest. 

There will be a bus to Grand Portage next month. However, for this 
occasion, it will leave the church parking lot on Monday, June 19 
(instead of Wednesday evening) at 10:30 a.m. and return around 
4:30 p.m.  As usual, to book your seat, please contact Ann Kozlowski 
(622-3006) or Ann Opaski (577-2805). This is a free service for eve-
ryone. Non-members are cordially invited for the ride.  

     St. George’s Society 
TIME CHANGE: Our next monthly meeting will take place on Sun-
day, May 28 (following the Liturgy) at 11:30 a.m. Lunch will be 
served. All members are encouraged to attend. Tickets for the Annual 
Dinner Meeting on June 22 will be available at that time. Last day to 
purchase them will be Sunday, June 18.  

Any member who has some free time the morning of Tuesday, May 30 
to help at the Golden Agers Pyrohy Making in our parish hall are cordi-
ally invited and encouraged to do so.   

The next St. George’s sponsored bingo at Superior Shores Gaming Cen-
tre will take place on the afternoon of Friday, June 9. See Gerry Bull-
ock if you are able to volunteer for that session. 

Love and Service to God since 1960! 

NOW ACCEPTING DONATIONS ONLINE - Monetary donations can now be accepted online through the Holy Cross web-
site (www.holycrosstbay.com/donate). Parishioners, family and friends can now contribute by a one-time gift using any major 
credit card, or by setting up automatic weekly donations through a PayPal account. All donations are eligible for tax receipts. If 
you have any questions about any aspect of either process, please contact Andrea Warywoda, Parish Council Chair at 629-6818. 

Please take the time to read the insert provided by the 
UGCC Evangelization Council, a portion of the 
“Mission Days Guidebook: From the Ascension of 
Our Lord to the Descent of the Holy Spirit.” Togeth-
er with our entire parish community, let us pray that 
the Lord might renew our life in God by the grace and 
intercession of the Holy Spirit during the ten days 
between these two important feasts. 

http://www.staalopen.ca
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiYmMjl6IzUAhXB34MKHcx8DncQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fofferings-cliparts-easter.html&psig=AFQjCNEuCQw2cb1-1r2NciZOz6nWcnKBuw&ust=1495862609937252
http://www.holycrosstbay.com/donate
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi4jLDj9IzUAhUhxYMKHdG6DsYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pgatour.com%2Fcanada%2Fen_us.html&psig=AFQjCNEkyKAxItmDLI7F3xQoFq4T0G1p8Q&ust=1495865875417220


T oday, we’re going to talk about sticks. Most of you have 
probably picked up a stick or a small branch that has fall-

en from a tree. If the stick has dried out for a while, you can 
easily break it. But if you tried that with a bundle of sticks, 
say ten or twenty of them, you probably couldn’t do it so easily 
or you might not be able to do it at all. You see, when the 
sticks are bound together in a bundle, they  are much strong-
er than they are when they are by themselves. 

Sticks can teach us an important lesson about the church. 
Sometimes when we think of the church, we think of a build-
ing where we come to worship, but the church isn't a building. 
The church is made up of men, women, boys, and girls who 
have chosen to follow Jesus. You, me, all of the people here 
today -- all of us together -- we are the church. 

Some people say, "I can be a Christian without going to 
church" -- and that may be true -- but by ourselves we are 
not very strong. When Satan tries to tempt us to do some-
thing that we know is wrong, it may be difficult to resist him 
if we try to go it alone. But if we stand together with others 

who follow Jesus, they will be a source of strength and en-
couragement. We will be much stronger than we would be by 
ourselves. 

One day, Jesus went off by Himself to pray. He prayed for 
His disciples because He knew that they had to live in the 
world and that they would be tempted by the evil things of 
the world. He also knew that if His disciples would come 
together as one, they would be much stronger than they 
would as individuals. So He prayed and asked God to pro-
tect them and to help them to be one, just as He and His 
Father were one. 

When Satan tempts you to do things that you know are 
wrong, remember the lesson of the sticks -- there is strength 
in unity. 

Dear Father, protect us and help us to be one with other 
believers, just as You are one with Jesus. In Jesus' name we 
pray. Amen. 

Source: www.sermons4kids.com 

Mission Days: From the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord 
to the Descent of the Holy Spirit 

Third Day: Sunday of the Holy Fathers 

GOD IS WITH US – WE BELONG TO GOD 
Word of God. When Jesus had spoken these words, He lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your 
Son that the Son may glorify you, since You have given Him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom You have given 
Him. And this is eternal life, that they know You the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent...” “I am praying for them. I 
am not praying for the world but for those whom You have given me, for they are Yours. All Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I 
am glorified in them. And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in 
Your name, which You have given Me, that they may be one, even as We are one.”  

Meditation. A human being today feels the need to belong to a community that holds the same values regarding family, culture, nation, lan-
guage, profession, vocation. And in spite of all the technological possibilities for social communication, we all still seek authentic personal 
contact with another person. The most precious moment in life is when one person says to another: “I am yours” or “you are mine.” In that 
moment, a person knows that he or she “belongs” to someone and is part of a special relationship. 

When we think about God, we come to understand that special relationship that exists between the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
because such a relationship has parallels in our human experience. In God, everything is common – will, reason, life: “everything of 
Mine is Yours and everything of Yours is Mine” (Jn 17:10). A person who does not know God thinks that God lives His own separate 
life, and that there is no reason for Him to interfere in my life nor for me to interfere in His. But the kontakion for the feast of the Ascen-
sion helps us understand that we are invited to share in God’s life: “in no way distant, but remaining inseparable, You cried to those who 
love You: I am with You and there is none against you.” In a special way, God is present to us in the Most Holy Eucharist: “Take, eat: 
this is my body… Drink of it all of you, this is my blood of the New Covenant…” (Matthew 26:26–28). Christ today says to us: “I am 
yours and you are mine,” and a person responds: “I am Yours and You are mine.” 

Quotation-witness. Christ said: “Do this in memory of Me, in My memory.” Poets leave behind their works in remembrance, sculptors 
and artists leave their statues or paintings in order that they might be remembered. But the greatest living remembrance has been left for 
us by Jesus Christ: He gave us His Body, His Blood, so that we might remember – ‘do this…’ – that this Body and spilled Blood is 
passed on for the forgiveness of sins.”  (Patriarch Josyf Slipyj, June 13, 1974) 

Missionary tasks. 1. Personal/Family. Let us speak to Jesus after Holy Communion using our own words and thank Him for His pres-
ence in our life. At home, after Divine Liturgy, let us recite together one of the Prayers of Thanksgiving printed in our prayerbook. Let 
us make this a family practice. 

2. Parish. Upon receiving the Holy Eucharist, let us think about our parish community and remind ourselves that at that very moment we 
are bound together with one another in the deepest spiritual unity. 

3. Beyond the parish. When we exit the church, especially on Sunday, the Day of our Lord, let us make every effort so that before unbe-
lievers our Christian demeanor be our sermon about a God Who wishes to embrace all humanity unto Himself.  

 


