
Palm Sunday - The Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem 
Today’s Readings:      Epistle: Philippians 4: 4-9  Gospel: John 12: 1-18 

Troparia and special texts are located on page 26 of the grey booklets 

Epistle Readers 

Saturday (5 p.m.): Dr. Larry Watral 
Sunday (10 a.m.): Walter Warywoda 

Eucharistic Ministers 

Saturday (5 p.m.): Francis Puchalski 
Sunday (10 a.m.): Mary Ann Lysak 

Liturgical Services for Holy Week & Easter 
For Holy Week, please refer to the insert that was included in last weekend’s 
bulletin. Extra hard copies are available in the narthex or you can view it on 
our parish website at www.holycrosstbay.com. 

Sunday, April 21 ~ The Resurrection of Our Lord 

   9:00 a.m. ~ Matins of the Resurrection (Воскресне Утреня) 
 10:00 a.m. ~ Easter Divine Liturgy 

A place of prayer, family, and community since 1967 which follows the Eastern (Byzantine) Christian 
traditions of the Catholic Faith that first emerged in the lands of Rus-Ukraine through the preaching 

of Saint Andrew, the First-Called, and echoed onwards through the mission of the holy apostles to the Slavs, 
Cyril and Methodius. At Holy Cross, we are called to enter into communion with God within the community of 

the faithful, the Church — the Body of Christ. Here, we offer services in English and Ukrainian languages 
where we are united to God and one another, and, “with one heart and one voice”, form the family of God. 

The Divine Liturgy is the centre of our life, and it is here where we come to know Christ in each other, 
in the Sacred Scriptures and through participation in the Holy Sacraments. 

May your participation in today’s Divine Liturgy be thoroughly enriching and truly meaningful as well. 

 APRIL 6/7  

Envelopes: $1,753.00  

Vigil Lights: $18.00 

Special Projects: $200.00 

Mission Collection: $96.10 

Flowers for the Tomb: $5.00 

We extend our sincerest condolences to the Conrad, Young, and Zaroski families on the passing of their beloved †Joan, 
who fell asleep in the Lord this past Monday, April 8. Funeral services took place at Holy Cross on Friday, April 12. May 
the Lord God, by virtue of His glorious resurrection, grant His ever-to-be-remembered servant, †Joan, rest in the bosom of 
Abraham and number her among the saints, and make her memory everlasting ~ Вічна її пам’ять! 

A sincere thank you to all who came out to help at last week’s pyrohy making, and to those who ordered our delicious product. 
Despite the work stoppage, around 470 dozen were made! Extra frozen pyrohy is still available ~ speak with Michael Watral. 

The children of our parish will have an opportunity to put together an Easter Basket next Saturday, April 20 at 3:00 p.m. in our 
hall, and therefore, we need to know for how many children to prepare. Please call or text Jaclyn Strehlow at 252-1789 as soon as 
possible to indicate if your child(ren)/grandchild(ren) will be attending. ☺ 

Our parish Easter Dinner (Свячене) will take place Sunday, April 28 after the 10 a.m. Divine Liturgy. Help will be 
needed to set up the hall on Thursday evening, make cabbage rolls Friday morning (April 26), and prepare and serve 
the meal and clean up on both Saturday and Sunday. Please speak with any member of the current Parish Council, 
kitchen lead Dr. Larry Watral, or hall lead Susan Ibey in advance if you are able to help in any way.  Let’s all work 
with each other to have another delicious and communal Easter dinner!  

A reminder to all that the Holy Cross Golden Agers will have their pyrohy making on Tuesday, June 4. You may put in a stand-
ing order with Ann Kozlowski (622-3006) anytime. Thank you for your support!  

April’s Mission Collection is designated for the 
Thunder Bay and District Humane Society, a 
100% not-for-profit established as a corporation 
in 1994 and an affiliate of the Ontario SPCA that 
does not receive any government funding, but 
rather relies solely on donations, fundraising and 
adoption income. Visit www.tbdhs.ca. 

As we prepare to enter Holy (Passion) Week, after making our journey through 
Great Lent, I wish to thank those who attended the weekly Lenten services 
(Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts and Panakhyda) and for helping to make 
them meaningful and memorable with your heartfelt singing of the beautiful 
melodies heard during this holy season. Andrew Towner says, “Music is the 
natural response of God’s people to knowing Him and all He’s done. We need 
to care rightly about our church music, whilst being careful not to make it an 
idol (or a means of entertainment). And we sing because God has transformed 
us and captivated us!” (Ephesians 5: 19-21). 

As His children, let us continue to serve God and to “sing hymns and psalms to 
the Lord with praise in our hearts!”           ~ Humbly yours, Father Stepan Didur  
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Readings for Easter Sunday 
(to help prepare for the nourishment of the Word of God at Liturgy) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
As you read each passage, ask yourself these questions: 
“What thoughts, ideas, words or images come to mind?” 

and “What are the connections between them?” 
This will help make them easier to follow and understand. 

Events In Our Community 

Conductor’s Playlist - Join the Lakehead Choral 
Group members on Wednesday, April 24 for 
their annual concert as they celebrate their con-
ductor’s 25th year at the podium  at 7:30 p.m. at 
St. Agnes R.C. Church (corner of Brown and Mary Sts.). 
Adults: $20; Students: $10. Speak with LCG member Susan 
Soldan to get your tickets.  

Support Ukrainian Culture - Chaban Ukrainian Dancers pre-
sent “Vasyl and the Varenyky Factory” ~ their annual con-
cert at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 27, 2019 at the Thunder 
Bay Community Auditorium. An evening of colour, energy and 
traditional music! To get your tickets, visit the Box Office, call 
(807) 684-4444, or order online at www.tbca.com.   

Travel the World in 48 hours! - Thunder Bay Multi-
cultural Association's 46th annual “Folklore Festival” 
on Saturday, May 4 & Sunday, May 5 at the FW 
Gardens & Curling Club. Tantalizing international 

foods, imported wines & beers, incredible entertainment, ‘shop-
the-world’ booths, an activity-packed Children’s Area with all 
free activities, beautiful exhibits & displays, and local artists on 
site await you. Adults: $5; Seniors/Students: $3; Children (4-
12): $1, and those 4 and under: free. Win a fabulous “stay-
cation” for 4 courtesy of Victoria Inn Hotel & Convention Cen-
tre. Visit the website at www.folklorefestival.ca. for more info. 

Fantastic entertainment on Mother’s Day weekend! - Zorya 
Ukrainian Dance Association presents its 21st annual concert 
“Podorozh” on Saturday, May 11 at 7:00 p.m. at the Thunder 
Bay Community Auditorium. Zorya Dancers will be travelling 
to Ukraine in August 2019. At this concert, they will take the 
audience on a trip through Ukraine. Join them as they will be 
on the road again.” Tickets available in person at the TBCA 
Box Office or call 684-4444 or order yours online at 
www.tbca.com.  

Epistle: Acts 1: 1-8 
 (Jesus’ Last Command and Promise)  

 Gospel: John 1: 1-17 
 (The Word of Life) 

Today, we hear of Jesus as He enters Jerusalem 
on a donkey and not on a war horse. The Gospels 
point out that Jesus did this to fulfill the prophecy, 
but Jesus’ actions were more than that. He wanted 

to signify to the people what the character of His kingdom 
was going to be. It was going to be one of humility. As the 
prophet Micah said, “What does the Lord require of you? To 
do justice, love kindness and walk humbly before your Lord. 

The kingdom that Jesus was establishing was a kingdom 
based on love. It was an expression of God’s love. It was a 
love that was inclusive. While the world relied upon the pow-
er of military might to establish and keep their kingdoms, 
Jesus would use a more powerful “weapon”. Jesus would use 
love, which the secular power of this world cannot defeat. 
And through the Holy Spirit, Jesus continues to be present in 
the lives of those who live in His kingdom. 

~ from a sermon by Kevin Ruffcorn 

Holy Cross Golden Agers 

Attention all members! Due to Holy Week, there will be no 
afternoon activities this Thursday, April 18. Regular activi-
ties will resume on Thursday, April 25 with our monthly 
meeting preceded by a mini darts tournament at 12 noon. 
Coffee/tea and snacks will be served before the entertain-
ment. New members are still welcome to join. ☺ 

Orders for our Spring Pyrohy Making session on Tuesday, 
June 4 can be placed anytime. Contact Ann Kozlowski at 
622-3006 or Ann (G) Opaski at 577-2805 now to get your 
name of the list. The price is $6 per dozen (for cooked or raw 
frozen). Help spread the word ~ thanks a lot! 

St. George’s Society 
Thanks to all members who helped at Pyrohy Making this 
past week. It was ‘touch and go’ for about 45 minutes, but 
with a concerted effort, we managed to avoid a major disaster. 

The Easter Vigil Schedule is posted in the nar-
thex. Members are requested to fulfill their 
duties as is customary. Please note the hours. 
If, for any reason, you cannot be present, 

please try to switch with another member as there must be 
someone in the church at all times. 

There will not be a monthly meeting in April; the next one 
will take place on Sunday, May 26 at 7 p.m. Please stay in-
formed as help will be needed for the Parish Easter Dinner 
(April 28) and the annual Mother’s Day Breakfast (May 12). 

Our next bingo session is a matinée on Monday, May 20 
Those who have agreed to volunteer on that date should be at 
the hall no later than 12 noon in proper attire. 

The next two training dates and times are as follows: 

    Saturday, April 27 @ 10:00 a.m. 
    Sunday, May 26 @ 4:00 p.m. 

All members (and parishioners 18 years and over) are invited 
to take the training (it’s only an hour long) and assist at future 
bingos. Please inform Gerry Bullock, our volunteer coordina-
tor so that he can confirm your attendance with the staff at 
Superior Shores. 

Applications for St. George’s Scholarship are 
now available in the narthex. All potential high 
school graduates who are parishioners of Exalta-
tion of the Holy Cross Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, are encouraged to apply. This year, the 
deadline is Friday, May 3, 2019. The completed application 
should be submitted to the Parish Office no later than that 
date. For more information or if you have any questions, 
please contact Dr. Patrick Opaski, Scholarship Chairman, at 
767-0253 or email him at pmopaski@gmail.com.  

The flowering shoots of the pussy willow are 

used both in Europe and North America for 

spring religious decoration on Flowery or Palm 

Sunday as a replacement for palm branches, 

which do not grow that far north. We extend 

our sincerest thanks to Stanley Myslicki for brav-

ing the elements to procure a supply of pussy 

willow branches for today’s celebrations. ☺ 



345 N. May Street 
P7C 3R3 
623-4181  

“Where Your Confidence 
is Well Placed” 

 

Greg Sargent 
Mike Sargent 

TEL: (807) 623-6446 
FAX: (807) 623-1427 
TOLL FREE: 1-888-584-4444 

http://www.blakefuneralchapel.com 
blakes@blakefuneralchapel.com 

200 SOUTH MAY STREET 
THUNDER BAY, ONTARIO 

P7E 1B4 

 

542 Syndicate Avenue South, 
Thunder Bay, ON     P7E 1E7 

807-622-4349 
Visit our website at www.directcabinets.ca 

Serving our community one family at a time! 

 

 The Waverley Chapel         The Westfort Chapel 
  299 Waverley Street           420 W. Gore Street 
344-1121 or 344-2014                  473-1121 

 

Funeral Home, Reception and Cremation Centre 
21 N. Court Street, Thunder Bay, ON 

807-345-5351 
www.sargentandson.com 

Family Owned Since 1924 

If you, or someone you know, would like to purchase advertising space on this page, 
please speak with Michael Watral or call the Parish Office (577-7720) 

and leave a message or send an email to holycros@tbaytel.net. 

S tep back into the moment of the first Palm Sunday more 
than 2000 years ago. 

You’ve heard that the Messiah has come. You’ve heard of 
the great miracles he has been performing. Your best friend 
witnessed one himself! Centuries of prophesy are coming to 
pass in front of your eyes. The king who is to deliver your 
people from domination and redeem Israel has finally arrived. 
The time has come. And this Messiah is now riding into your 
town on a donkey. 

You dash into your backyard to 
your palm tree and quickly tear off 
some branches (since these were 
signs of victory and triumph). You 
give one to each member of your 
family as you all begin to run out to 
the road to meet Him. When you 
get there, you find a huge crowd 

of people, also with palm branches, waving them in the air 
and cheering this Messiah. You take your cloak and spread it 
out on the road ahead of Him.  

Suddenly a song rises up from the crowd: “Hosanna! Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” You sing along 
with great joy as you guide this Messiah all the way into town, 
waving your palm branches and proclaiming Him your King.  

That’s Palm Sunday. It’s an adventure. It’s a real event in 
history. Of course, now, we know that this King’s kingdom 
was not one of this world but of the next. We cheer for Him 
eager for His most important triumph of all – His victory 
over death itself on Easter. 

Let us pray: Heavenly Father, help us to worship and adore 
You not only when the crowds do and things are going well, 
but also in the dark times of our lives. Help us to show oth-
ers the way towards Jesus by behaving in ways that are pleas-
ing to You. Amen. 

Let heaven rejoice and earth be glad, 
let all creation sing! 

Let children proclaim in every land 
“Hosanna to our King!” 

 
Source: www.sermons4kids.com 
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