
Sunday, March 15, 2020 ~ Third Sunday of Great Lent (Veneration of the Holy Cross) 

Epistle: Hebrews 4: 14 - 5: 6   Gospel:  Mark 8: 34 - 9: 1 
Troparia are located in the grey book on pages 7 and 17

Epistle Readers 

Saturday (5 p.m.): Evelyn Poleschuk 
Sunday (10 a.m.): Tanner Mills 

Eucharistic Ministers 

Saturday (5 p.m.): Christopher Tennant 
Sunday (10 a.m.): Mary Ann Lysak 

Tuesday, March 17 

  9:00 a.m. ~ Moleben to the Mother of God  

Friday, March 20 

10:00 a.m. ~ Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 
  followed by Panakhyda for the deceased 

Saturday, March 21 

  10:00 a.m. ~ For the repose of the soul of †Ann Stupendick 
    Offered by Sophie Kozyra and Mary Ann Lysak 

    5:00 p.m. ~ Fourth Sunday of Great Lent 
    Epistle Reader: Gloria Sherban 
    Eucharistic Minister: Francis Puchalski 

Sunday, March 22 

  10:00 a.m. ~ Fourth Sunday of Great Lent 
   Epistle Reader: Larissa Warywoda 
     Eucharistic Minister: Stanley Myslicki 

~ May your participation in today’s Divine Liturgy be thoroughly enriching and truly meaningful ~ 

Let us strive to live as Christian stewards, receive God’s gifts gratefully, 
cultivate them responsibly, share them generously and lovingly with others, 

and return them with increase to the Lord. 

March 7/8 

Envelopes: $1,360.00 

Mission Collection: $86.00 
Initial Offering: $5.00 

Special Projects: $195.00 

Clergy Benevolent Fund: $160.00 

Flowers for the Tomb of Christ: $170.00 

The Mission Collection from January to June 2020 is for the 
TBRHSC “Our Hearts at Home” cardiovascular campaign. If 
desired, parishioners can make a larger donation to this cause 
and get a receipt from the parish. 

Income tax receipts that have not been picked up have now 
been mailed out. Once again, if there are any discrepancies, 
please bring them to the attention of our bookkeeper Michele. 

The Gospel of Mark conveys the words of our Saviour to a great crowd of people. Christ calls everyone to be His imi-
tators, but the price that is put at stake shocks many. Those who remained until the end, paid a great price. In those 
days, Jesus expected His disciples to follow Him every day, all day, good days and bad days. They had no time off. He 
did not ask them to be disciples and then just do their own thing. "Follow Me," means going His places, not our own; 

following His plans, not our own. Obeying His will, not our own. Following Jesus instead of our own inclinations is tough. It may 
even seem unnatural compared to what we may be used to doing, but it is what He requires of His disciples. Over the last two 
millennia, the price has not changed, and the Kingdom of Heaven has not become cheaper…we still must bear our own crosses. 

Now that March Break is upon us, and the Government of Ontario has closed schools effective now until April 5, we would like 
to remind all motorists to be extra vigilant as you travel throughout our communities, highways and trails. You will notice an 
increase in the number of children and teenagers on our streets. Please be cognizant of their presence!  

Due to the current impact of the COVID-19 virus, we have made the following decisions regarding our parish: 1) All 
holy water receptacles have been removed as they can be a breeding ground for germs and bacteria; 2) The after-
liturgy coffee/luncheon hour on Sunday, March 22 has been deferred/cancelled and will be re-scheduled for the 
future; 3) As per the directive from the Chancery Office in Toronto, daily/weekly services will continue to be cele-

brated at Father Stepan’s discretion; 4) Parishioners and guests are strongly urged to follow best practices to reduce the 
spread of the virus. Further decision re: cancellation of events will be published in next week’s bulletin. You can view it online 
on our website (www.holycrosstbay.com) usually by Saturday morning.  

The parish Lenten Mission will be held on March 24, 25 & 26 at 6:30 p.m. each evening led by Msgr. P. Stilla of St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral. The sessions will begin in the church and then continue in the parish hall. A light snack and refreshments will be 
provided, and if so desired, you may also bring an item to share.  

Our Spring Pyrohy Making Session will take place March 28, 29, and 30 (Sat-Sun-Mon). Orders are closed. As usual, 
we are counting on all men and women of the parish (and guests) to help with the various tasks especially on the 
Monday to make dough and circles, pinch, boil and package the product. A delicious lunch will be provided. 



Readings for the 4th Sunday of Great Lent 
(to help prepare for the nourishment of the Word of God at Liturgy) 

Epistle: Hebrews 6: 13 - 20 
God’s Sure Promise 

Gospel: Mark 9: 17-31 
Jesus Heals a Boy with an Evil Spirit 

As you read each passage, ask yourself these questions: 
“What thoughts, ideas, words or images come to mind?” 

and “What are the connections between them?” 
This will help make them easier to follow and understand. 

Events in Our Community 

St. Joseph’s Table - Saturday, March 21 and Sunday, 
March 22 after each Mass at St. Dominic’s Parish, 130 W. 
Redwood Avenue. Anyone wishing to create an Easter Bas-
ket or donate items such as chocolates, toys or baskets can 
call Giovanna Bertolo at 577-2150. This is their annual par-
ish project of solidarity for people in need. For more infor-
mation or to donate baking, contact Melina at 577-3001. 

Principe de Piemonte Primavera Tea - Sunday, March 29 
from 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at DaVinci Centre, 
340 Waterloo St. Presented by the Ladies 
Auxiliary. Bake Table, Penny Auction, and 
Food Hamper. Sandwiches and dainties 
served. Tickets are $6/person. Proceeds to 
the Alzheimer Society. Everyone welcome! 

Mother’s Market at the Moose - Saturday, March 28 from 
12 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the Moose Hall, 434 Fort William Rd. 
Call 627-4400 to book your table today. $25 for a Mom Ta-
ble; $30 for a Business Table. Moms, dads, grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, friends, etc. are all welcome. Concessions 
available on site. 

Celebrate with the Chaban Dancers! 40 years of dance, 
music and memories! Saturday, April 25 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Thunder Bay Community Auditorium. Special music guest: 
“Тут і там”. To get your tickets, visit the Box Office, call 
(807) 684-4444, or order online at www.tbca.com. Don’t 
miss the concert of a lifetime!  

 St. George’s 
Society 

 
Our next scheduled bingo is Wednes-
day, March 18 at 12 noon. The bingo 
schedule for the next quarter (April-
May-June) will be ready soon. The 
April training session will take place on 
Saturday, April 4 at 10 a.m. sharp. 
Late arrivals will be turned away. 
Please inform Gerry Bullock before-
hand if you plan to attend. 

A reminder that there will not be a 
monthly meeting at the end of March; 
the next one is scheduled for Sunday, 
April 26. In the meantime, members 
should avail themselves for pyrohy 
making on March 28, 29 and 30. 

Celebrating 60 years  of 
Love and Service to God 

Holy Cross 
Golden Agers 

 
Regular Thursday afternoon activities 
start at 1:00 p.m. (doors open at 12 
noon), and new members are still wel-
come to come and join us. Membership 
is only $10/year and well worth it. 
Come check us out! 

This month’s bus to Grand Portage 
leaves the church parking lot on 
Wednesday, March 18 @ 3:45 p.m. 
and returns @ 10:00 p.m. To book your 
free seat — for those 18 years and older 
with valid passports —  call Ann Ko-
zlowski (622-3006) or Ann (G) Opaski 
(577-2805).  
 

 “Do not regret growing older. 
It’s a privilege denied to many.” 

 

 

A Lenten 
Prayer 

 

Loving Father of mine,  
I feel the pace quicken, 

the time draw near.  
I am filled with joy 

as I move toward Easter  
and the promised reconciliation with 
You. Teach me to follow the exam-
ple of Your Son, to be worthy of be-

ing called one of His people: 
a Christian.  

Help me to live each day 
as He did turning hatred to love 

and conflict to peace.  
I await the new life with eagerness, 
faith and a deep gratitude. Amen. 

The Holy Cross is the power of God, 
the healer of the sick, 

the bread of the hungry, 
and clothing for the naked. 

SOME 30 
YEARS AGO 

The faithful ap-
proach the altar 
area to place lit 
candles in the 
‘sandboxes’ at the 
1990 Lenten Mis-
sion. 

Pictured from left 
to right are: †Tosca   
Bohonis, †Joseph 
Myslicki Sr., and 
†Sophie Myslicki.  

Observing from 
the left is one of 
the two visiting 
sisters, Sr. Celeste 
Diachynska, SSMI, 
who came to our 
parish to facilitate 
and participate in 
the retreat. 
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345 N. May Street 
P7C 3R3 
623-4181 

 

Greg Sargent Mike Sargent 
TEL: (807) 623-6446 
FAX: (807) 623-1427 
TOLL FREE: 1-888-584-4444 

http://www.blakefuneralchapel.com 
blakes@blakefuneralchapel.com 

200 SOUTH MAY STREET 
THUNDER BAY, ONTARIO 

P7E 1B4 

 

New Location ~ 941 Simpson Street, 
Thunder Bay, ON     P7C 3K7 

807-622-4349 
Visit our website at www.directcabinets.ca 

Serving our community one family at a time! 

 

 The Waverly Chapel           The Westfort Chapel 
  299 Waverly Street             420 W. Gore Street 
344-1121 or 344-2014                  473-1121 

 

Funeral Home, Reception and Cremation Centre 
21 N. Court Street, Thunder Bay, ON 

807-345-5351 
www.sargentandson.com 

 

Family Owned Since 1924 

If you, or someone you know, would like to purchase advertising space on this page, 
please speak with Michael Watral or call the Parish Office (577-7720) 

and leave a message or send an email to holycros@tbaytel.net. 

H ave you ever been a member of a fan club? Some of you 
may not even know what a fan club is. A fan club is a 

group of enthusiastic supporters of a well-known person, 
music group, or a sports team. If you are a fan of a certain 
sports team, you might wear a t-shirt with the team name 
and a picture of its mascot on it. If you are a fan of a singer 
or a musical group, you might have their posters decorating 
the walls in your room. 

One thing about fan clubs is that the number of members in 
the club usually depends on how popular or successful the 
person or team is. If a sports team wins a lot of games, it will 
probably have a lot of fans. But if it starts to lose, the fans 
usually fall away. (A few years ago the fans of one sports 
team went to the games with a brown paper bag over their 
head to hide their identity!) If a singer or music group has a 
lot of big hits, they will have a lot of fans, but if the hits 
stop coming, the fans will go away. 

When Jesus was on earth, He had a lot of fans. As He trav-
elled around performing miracles, like feeding 4,000 people 
with seven loaves of bread or healing a blind, there were 
huge crowds of fans everywhere He went. But do you know 

what? Jesus wasn't interested in having fans, He wanted 
followers. One day He said to a crowd of people, "If any of 
you wants to be My follower, you must turn from your self-
ish ways, take up your cross and follow Me. If you try to 
hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your 
life for My sake, you will save it." 

To be a follower of Jesus means much more 
than being a member of His fan club. It 
means more than wearing an "I Love Jesus" t-
shirt, or a necklace with a cross on it. It 
means to follow the teachings of Jesus every day. It means 
to reach out to the poor, to feed the hungry, to be a friend 
of the friendless, to love the unlovely. In other words, it 
means to show the love that Jesus showed to everyone we 
meet. That is what separates a fan from a follower.  

Do you want to be a follower, or are you satisfied with just 
being a fan? 

Let us pray: Dear Father, help us to be more than fans — 
help us to be true believers and followers of Jesus. In Jesus' 
name we pray, Amen. 

Source: www.sermons4kids.com 
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