
Sunday, January 19, 2020 ~ 31st Sunday after Pentecost 
Commemoration of Our Venerable Father Macarius of Egypt († ca. 390) 

Today’s Readings:     Epistle: 1 Timothy 1: 15-17 Gospel:  Luke 18: 35-43 
Troparia are in Tone 7, located on page 103 of the navy blue missals

Epistle Readers 

Saturday (5 p.m.): Dr. Larry Watral 
Sunday (10 a.m.): Mary Ann Lysak 

Eucharistic Ministers 

Saturday (5 p.m.): Christopher Tennant 
Sunday (10 a.m.): Mary Ann Lysak 

If you still would like your home blessed with Jordan Water 
by Father Stepan, please call him at the rectory at 577-7721 
to arrange for a visit.   

There are still several boxes of the 2020 Parish Collection 
Envelopes in the narthex. Please pick them up if you have 
not already done so, and the new parish calendar as well. ☺ 

Currently, we have only 10 tickets left — and 
moving fast — for the 7:30 p.m. production of the 
musical Sister Act on Saturday, February 15 at 
Maple Tops/Paramount, 24 S. Court Street. Tick-
ets are $20/person (paid for upon receipt). Note: 
the current price for tickets bought at the theatre 
is now $25/person as of January 1. Our ticket 

prices remain at $20/person. Susan Soldan is our ticket ad-
ministrator, and you can call or text her at 626-2250. 

Please be careful when entering and exiting the church and 
hall, especially when climbing and descending the staircases 
during this icy time of winter! 

Any parishioner, 18 years and older, interested in serving on 
Parish Council is encouraged to submit his or her name to 
Father Stepan or Parish Council Chair Cheryl Bain. As pa-
rishioners, we are encouraged to share our ideas, experienc-
es and insight among each other to remain a “vibrant parish.” 
Please consider letting your name stand. The annual meet-
ing is tentatively set for Sunday, February 23 following the 
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy. Lunch will be provided. 

A friendly reminder that it’s not too early to order 
pyrohy for the March 30th making. Place a call to 
Walter Warywoda at 475-3757 or send him an 
email at warywodaw@gmail.com at your earli-
est convenience to avoid any disappointment as last year 
the maximum amount was reached by mid-March. Please 
note: to remain competitive, the price per dozen for cooked 
and frozen product is now $6.50. Thank you for your support! 

Let us strive to live as Christian stewards, receive God’s gifts gratefully, 
cultivate them responsibly, share them generously and lovingly with others, 

and return them with increase to the Lord. 

January 11/12 
Envelopes: $1,190.00 

Mission Collection: $45.60 
Vigil Lights (Candles): $161.60 

Special Projects: $65.00 
Initial Offering (2020): $135.00 

The Parish Council has decided to designate the Mission Col-
lection from January to June of this year to the “Our Hearts 
at Home” cardiovascular campaign. With our help, the Re-
gional Health Sciences Foundation will be able to give its out-
standing healthcare professionals the equipment and program 
funding needed to create Ontario’s newest Cardiovascular Sur-
gery Program, right here in Northwestern Ontario. For more 
information, visit www.healthsciencesfoundation.ca. 

FYI: Income tax receipts for 2019 will be available sometime 
in late January/early February. As this is a major task for our 
bookkeeper Michele, please allow her time to prepare them, 
and refrain from calling the Parish Office in this regard. Thank 
you for your cooperation, patience and understanding.  

  Saturday, January 25 

      5:00 p.m. ~ 32nd Sunday after Pentecost (Zacchaeus) 
      Epistle Reader: Evelyn Poleschuk 
      Eucharistic Minister: Francis Puchalski 

  Sunday, January  26 

    10:00 a.m. ~ 32nd Sunday after Pentecost (Zacchaeus) 
      Epistle Reader: Tanner Mills 
      Eucharistic Minister: Stanley Myslicki 

I f we learn to live by faith, then God will be 
served. If we live by human logic, then only man 

will be served. Let us, like Bartimaeus, cry out to 
God to open our eyes to the truth of the Gospel. Pray to the 
Holy Spirit to give us wisdom. Let us be a people of faith. Let 
us draw nearer to God and let us persevere to the end. Amen. 

May your participation in today’s Divine Liturgy be thoroughly enriching and truly meaningful  

 



Readings for the 32nd Sunday after Pentecost 
(to help prepare for the nourishment of the Word of God at Liturgy) 

Epistle: 1 Timothy 4: 9-15 
(A Good Servant of Christ Jesus) 

 

Gospel: Luke 19: 1-10 

(Jesus and Zacchaeus) 
 

As you read each passage, ask yourself these questions: 
“What thoughts, ideas, words or images come to mind?” 

and “What are the connections between them?” 
This will help make them easier to follow and understand. 

What, Where, and When in Our Community 
 

Winter FunDays - Every Sunday afternoon until March 8, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. (unless otherwise noted), a different fun out-
door activity for FREE at Prince Arthur’s Landing (Marina Park). Afterwards, you can warm up with a creative activity inside 
Mariner’s Hall with the Community Arts & Heritage Education Project (CAHEP). Check out the full weekly schedule at 
www.thunderbay.ca/winterfundays. 

K of C Winter Pickerel Dinner (in support of their community projects) - Saturday, January 25 at the Columbus 
Centre, 301 S. May Street. Two sittings: 5:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. $21 per person, includes pickerel, home fries, cole-
slaw, bread, dessert and coffee/tea. Refreshment bar is available. Tickets are limited and must be purchased in ad-
vance. Call Rosie at 623-3252 during business hours to obtain yours.  

Chinese New Year 2020 - Come celebrate the Year of the Rat! Saturday, January 25 at the Da Vinci Centre, 340 S. Waterloo 
Street, presented by the Thunder Bay Chinese-Canadian Association. Symposium @ 5:00 p.m.; Lion Dance @ 5:50 p.m.; Dinner 
@ 6:00 p.m.; Cultural Entertainment @ 8:00 p.m.; Dancing with live music by Ti Amo @ 9:00 p.m. Advance tickets only: Gen-
eral: $65; Youth (3-12): $25. For more information and tickets, call the Da Vinci Centre Office @ 623-2415. 

Support Ukrainian Culture - The Chaban Ukrainian Dance Group will host a Valentine’s Market on Saturday, 
February 1, from 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s Anglican Church Hall (808 Ridgway Street E., across from 
McKellar Place). This market will be a wonderful one-stop-shop for Valentine’s Day gifts featuring many home-
made goods including frozen pyrohy. Admission is $1 and includes a ballot for a door prize: a chance to win five  
dozen pyrohy and two tickets to Chaban Ukrainian Dance Group’s 40th Anniversary concert. Hope to see many in 
attendance — and bring a friend or two! 

      Holy Cross Golden Agers  
We are still on our winter break during the cold month of January. 
Regular Thursday afternoon activities will resume on February 6, 
2020 at 1:00 p.m. (doors open at 12 noon) when new members are 
most welcome to join — and it’s still only $10 per year. Until then, stay 
warm and healthy, and be careful out there on the ice and snow. 

Oh no! Did you miss this month’s bus to Grand Portage? Well, then 
you can hop on the next one on Wednesday, February 19, leaving 
the church parking lot @ 3:45 p.m. and returning @ 10:00 p.m. Those 
who are 18 years and older with valid passports are welcome to join 
us. Call Ann Kozlowski (622-3006) or Ann (G) Opaski (577-2805) to 
book your free seat — and leave the driving to Happy Time Tours! 

St. George’s Society 

Our first bingo session of 2020 will be a matinée on 
Thursday, January 30. Sessions and training 
dates for February and March will be 
published in future parish bulletins 
and in our newsletter. Stay informed. 

Our first meeting of our 60th year will be the annual 
‘Super Bowl’ Meeting on Sunday, February 2 at 
4:30 p.m. followed by a dinner and social. Hope to 
see many members and some new faces in attend-
ance for this annual gathering! 

Fishermen: remember to dress warmly and to con-
duct a visual inspection before heading out on the 
ice. Tight lines and a safe outing! 

Celebrating 60 years of Love and Service to God 
1960 ~ 2020 

The Miracle of the Chalice 
(from the book Four Desert Fathers by Tim Vivian) 

Yet again I heard another very amazing story from him when he said, “I 
was present on one of the feast days when the deacon was inside the sanc-
tuary preparing the eucharistic offering. The chalice fell from his hand 
and broke into numerous pieces, for it was glass (truly, it was the desert 
and it was not possible for them to have silver). I myself heard the sound of 
the chalice breaking when it feel from the deacon’s hand. I entered the 
sanctuary while all the people were seated saying the psalms. I said to the 
deacon, “Don’t be upset and don’t get discouraged, but gather up all the 
pieces and do not leave any behind. Put them on the altar, go and leave 
them.” And when Saint Abba Macarius left, he and the deacon, they sat a 
short while. Abba Macarius said to the deacon, “Go to the altar. Tell no 
one what you are going  to see there.” The deacon went inside and found 
the chalice in perfect condition; it was put back together. The signs of the 
broken fragments were visible, but it no longer looked dropped. That chal-
ice still exists today. 

“When I heard about this miracle, I went to the deacon, who had become 
a priest. He showed me the chalice. I saw it with my own eyes. I kissed it 
and glorified God. When the father of the monastery of Tashenthosh of 
the village of Jani came, he paid a visit to the monastic community. He 
brought a large supply of money and distributed it to the old men of the 
desert places. He asked the priest there fore that chalice and the priest 
gave it to him as a token of remembrance. Indeed, that chalice resides in 
the monastery of Tashenthosh to this very day.” 

 

This is what Jesus does for us. He helps us 
through the hard times. He gives us wisdom 

and strength in the hard times. And He 
doesn’t always take the hard times from us. 

~ Dave Elkins ~ 
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807-622-4349 
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Serving our community one family at a time! 

 

 The Waverly Chapel           The Westfort Chapel 
  299 Waverly Street             420 W. Gore Street 
344-1121 or 344-2014                  473-1121 

 

Funeral Home, Reception and Cremation Centre 
21 N. Court Street, Thunder Bay, ON 

807-345-5351 
www.sargentandson.com 

 

Family Owned Since 1924 

If you, or someone you know, would like to purchase advertising space on this page, 
please speak with Michael Watral or call the Parish Office (577-7720) 

and leave a message or send an email to holycros@tbaytel.net. 

E veryone loves flowers, right? Can you imagine what it 
must be like to be blind and never see the beauty of 

things such as colourful flowers? The gift of sight is one of 
the most precious of all of God's gifts. 
There is a story in the Bible of a man named Bartimaeus. He 
had never seen the beauty of a bouquet of flowers, because 
Bartimaeus was blind. One day, as he sat begging beside the 
road, he heard a large crowd of people coming his way. He 
asked someone what was happening, and they told him that 
Jesus was passing by.  Bartimaeus had heard of Jesus and 
about how He had healed many who were blind. He began to 
call out to Jesus. Others in the crowd tried to get Bartimaeus 
to be quiet, but he would not be silent. 
Jesus heard the voice of Bartimaeus calling out to Him and 
He stopped and asked, "What do you want me to do for you?" 
"Teacher, I want to see!" said Bartimaeus. "Go," said Jesus, 
"your faith has healed you." The Bible tells us that immediate-
ly, Bartimaeus received his sight. 
That is a wonderful story, isn't it? Unfortunately, stories 
about the blind don't always end that way. There are many 
blind people who want to see, and yet they are never healed. 
Fanny Crosby was one of those people. When Fanny was only 
six weeks old, she was left blind by an illness. Even though she 

was blind for the rest of her life, Fanny was never bitter or 
complaining. Instead she made the most of her life by using 
the other gifts that God had given her. She had a wonderful 
gift for writing poetry and during her lifetime, she wrote over 
8,000 poems. Some of her poems were set to music and many 
of them are still in use today. 
One day a well-meaning minister said to Fanny, "I think it is a 
great pity that the Master did not give you sight when He 
showered so many other gifts upon you." 
"Oh no!" Fanny replied. "If I could have only one request, it 
would be to be born blind." 
"Why?" asked the surprised minister. 
"Because," answered Fanny, "when I get to heaven, the first 
face that these blind eyes will ever see is the face of Jesus, 
my Saviour." 
Some, like Bartimaeus, receive the gift of sight. Some, like 
Fanny Crosby, are blind their entire life. One thing is certain, 
when we get to heaven, we will all see Jesus. 
Dear Father, we thank You for the gift of sight, but more 
than that, we thank You that one day we will see You in heav-
en. Amen. 

Source: www.sermons4kids.com 
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