
We extend a warm welcome to all our parishioners and guests on this holy day, 
and pray that your participation in the Divine Liturgy will be enriching, meaningful and special. 

January 1, 2017 ~ The Circumcision (Naming) of Our Lord 
and Feast of Our Father Among the Saints Basil The Great 

Epistle: Colossians 2: 8-12  Gospel: Luke 2: 20-21, 40-52 
See the insert for troparia and special texts 

Your Return Gift to God 
 

 December 24/25, 2016 

   Regular Collection: $4,309.25 

   Thank you for your generosity! 

Щиро Вам дякуємо! 
 
The Mission Collection for December totalled $207.60 
which will be donated to Blessings in a Backpack.  

The Mission Collection for January has been designat-
ed for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Thunder Bay. Since 
1970, it has grown to include a variety of different 
programs that serve both boys and girls. Big Brothers 
Big Sisters facilitates life-changing relationships that 
inspire and empower children and youth to reach their 
potential, both as individuals and citizens. You may 
also donate online using their website. 

 

 Monday, January 2 
  10:00 a.m. ~ For God’s blessings, good health and salvation 
       for the members of the Petryna family 
       Offered by Michael and Elsie Petryna 

 Thursday, January 5 (Day of abstinence from meat) 
    6:00 p.m. ~ Vigil Eve of Theophany ~ Vespers followed by 
     the blessing of Jordan Water (bring a container) 

 Friday, January 6 
  10:00 a.m. ~ The Theophany of Our Lord - Holy Day 

 Saturday, January 7 
    5:00 p.m. ~ Sunday after the Theophany of Our Lord 
       Epistle Reader: Evelyn Poleschuk 

 Sunday, January 8 
  10:00 a.m. ~ Sunday after the Theophany of Our Lord 
       Epistle Reader:  Mary Ann Lysak 

 

“Life is not life 
without God by our side. 

He is the reason 
why we are alive. 
He is everything. 

Offer your prayer of thanks 
this New Year!” 

We have good news and bad news. The 2017 Parish Envelopes arrived on Friday, but not all of them — the delivery company  
failed to render all three boxes sent to us. So, we will be awaiting the arrival of a third box on Tuesday with the balance of the 
shipment. To this end, a decision was made not to put them out for distribution until all of them were here and labelled according-
ly. Sorry for the inconvenience. They should be ready for next weekend. For now, please continue to use a ‘spare’ envelope (there 
is a supply in the narthex) or a plain one you can provide with your name, number and amount indicated on the front.  

Our new website is up and running — thanks to Andrea Warywoda for her time and effort doing so — it’s quite impressive and 
filled with some new features. And please take note: donations can now be accepted online through the website, and a yearly in-
come tax receipt will be issued as usual.  Check out the many options at www.holycrosstbay.com. today! 

Each January, many homes of Eastern Rite Christians are blessed with 
“Jordan Water.” While a house can be blessed at any time, it usually occurs 
following the “Great Blessing of Water” at the Feast of Theophany. By 
sanctifying our homes, we invite Christ to be a part of every area of our 
lives. It is a pious custom among some to give the priest a small donation; 
however, it is not a requirement. Your  pr iest comes to your  home be-
cause he wants God's blessing to be upon it, and to get to know those in his 
flock better and to be available to them. If you would like your home blessed 
by Father Stepan this year, please call the rectory at 577-7721. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters: Christ is born! Thank you very much for your  
‘Gift of Love’ which I know comes from your pure hearts and from your 
often ‘tight’ budgets, especially in times of hyper-inflation and hypo-rated 
salaries. Your support for me and my ministry during these last eight 
months has been greatly appreciated and duly noted. Thank you also for 
your efforts to make this parish vibrant for the last 49 years by keeping Ho-
ly Cross Church alive and functioning. May God bless you all in the advent 
of 50 years of being a parish!     Your humble servant, Father Stepan Didur 



T oday the church celebrates the naming and circumcision of Jesus which seems a bit awkward to 
talk about in church, right? What does that have to do with anything? Well, think of Jesus’ circum-

cision like His Baptism. Jesus didn’t need to be baptized; He was perfect, sinless, but He stepped into a 
sinner’s Baptism to take on our sin, to fulfill all righteousness. So too with His circumcision; He’s al-
ready a child of the promise (in fact He is the promise!), the Son of God and the bearer of the covenant; 
blameless before God according to the Law of Moses. And yet for our sakes He is born of a woman, 
born under the law to redeem us who are under the law. The Lord of all receives circumcision on be-
half of all. The mysterious infinite, all powerful Yahweh (YHWH) or I AM (in English) takes on hu-
man flesh and takes a human name, Jesus, to place His name upon us. God becomes a child to make us 
children of God. Thus, the naming and circumcision of Jesus has everything to do with our salvation. 

   So, on this day when resolutions are made about all the things you want to try and change, take comfort in this: Your unchang-
ing Saviour has resolved, before you were even born, to come into this world, to bleed for you and take a Name for you – to suffer 
and die and rise for you. While the resolutions of men are quickly forgotten, the Father never forgets about Jesus’ blood covering 
your sins and He never forgets the saving Name He put upon you. No matter what this New Year brings, you belong to Jesus. The 
Law is fulfilled. Your sins are forgiven! You are His child. And that is one resolution that is always kept. 

   The feast of St. Basil the Great also falls on this day. St. Basil the Great was Archbishop of Caesarea and a doctor of the Church. 
He is called Patriarch of the Eastern monks for he composed the first rule for them. The Western Orders also adopted many monas-
tic regulations from the rule of St. Basil. He is the author of the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great which is sung ten times a year in the 
Eastern Rite. He was also a staunch defender of the Catholic faith against the Arian heresy. He died on January 1 in the year 389. 

 

Regular Thursday activities are cancelled during the month of  
January and will resume on Thursday, February 2 at the usual 
time. We wish all members a Happy and Prosperous New Year. 
Stay warm and healthy until we meet again! 

The first bus trip to Grand Portage in the New Year is scheduled 
for Wednesday, January 18, 2017. Please feel free to contact either 
Ann Kozlowski (622-3006) or Ann Opaski (577-2805) to book 
your seat. Non-members are invited also. This is a free service for 
everyone. Come out and enjoy an evening of fun and fellowship! 

     St. George’s Society 
At this time of the year, we wish all members and 
their families a very special holiday season and all 
the best in 2017. Our first gathering in the new 
year will be the annual ‘Super Bowl’ Meeting on 
Sunday, February 5 at 4:30 p.m., followed by a 
dinner and social. We extend an open invitation to 
all men of the parish to join us and to consider 
becoming a part of this important parish brother-
hood as well. 

The next Superior Shores Bingo Training Session 
will take place on Monday, January 9 at 7 p.m. in 
our parish hall. Interested members (and parish-
ioners) are requested to contact Gerry Bullock of 
their intention to attend so he can inform Kathy 
Bukovy, Superior Shores Charity Coordinator, how 
many to expect from our parish. Our next spon-
sored bingo takes place on Monday, January 16 in 
the evening. Members who have volunteered to 
work are reminded to be at Superior Shores Gam-
ing Centre no later than 5:30 p.m. 

Winter Fundays - Every Sunday from January 1 - March 19, 2017 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. (unless otherwise noted), embrace winter by tak-
ing part in a different fun outdoor activity for FREE. Check out the full 
weekly schedule at www.thunderbay.ca/Living/recreation_and_parks. 

Ski and Tube Night Fundraiser  - Sunday, January 1 from 7 p.m. to 
10 p.m. at Loch Lomond Ski Area. Just $15 per person. Limited tickets 
available at the door. All funds raised will support children’s ski racing 
programs offered by the Norwesters Alpine Club. 

Columbus Centre’s Spaghetti Suppers are held the fir st Sunday of every month (2nd Sunday for  January). Come out and 
see why they are locally renowned for their delicious and hearty Italian cuisine. Everyone in the community is welcome to attend. 
Take-out begins at 11:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. The price is an unbeatable $11 per order and includes 6 meatballs and a generous 
serving of spaghetti. Please remember to bring your own container. Sit-down Spaghetti Suppers begin at 5:30 p.m. and are priced 
at just $13 per person, a steal for an all-you-can-eat spaghetti dinner in Thunder Bay! Visit www.columbuscentre.ca for future 
dates and more information or call Rosie at 623-3252 for reservations. Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 

Come and celebrate Malanka! - Saturday, January 14, 2017 at the Royal Canadian Slovak Legion, presented 
by Zorya Ukrainian Dance Association. Symposium: 6 p.m.; Dinner: 7 p.m. Music by Danny Johnson and 21 Gun 
Fun. Advanced tickets only: $60/individual or $450 for a table of 8. Available at the Slovak Legion (623-3354) or 
from Alice Chony (577-2100). See the poster in the narthex for more information. 

The old year now away is fled 
The new year it is entered. 

Then let us all our sins down tread 
And joyfully all appear. 

Now as the serpent’s skin 
Cast off all evil thoughts and sin, 

And so the year begin; 
God grant us a Happy New Year! 



T wo weeks ago, you first heard here that the name of 
Jesus in Hebrew means “the Lord saves” and how the 

angel appeared to Joseph in a dream telling him that his 
wife Mary was going to have a son who will save His people 
from their sins. Today, on the 8th day after He was born, 
we celebrate the naming of Jesus when his parents, Mary 
and Joseph, fulfilled the precepts of the Law of Moses.  

  Today’s Bible story also tells us what Jesus was like when 
He was growing up. From it we learn that Jesus was a real 
boy, had birthdays, went to school and learned just like 
you and me. Jesus listened carefully to His teachers and 
He obeyed His parents as well. And as He grew up, He 
became stronger and wiser, and the grace of God was on 
Him. 

  So, there are two important points from this story. The 
first is that Jesus is your example. He shows you what you 
should be like as a child. Remember that Jesus was a real 
human just like you. He was fully God and fully human. 
Even more if you call yourself a “Christian.” 

  The second point is that Jesus’ example shows us we 
need to be saved. Sometimes you do not perfectly obey 
your parents. It’s not because you’re a kid. It’s because of 
your sin. It’s because you don’t want to obey your parents. 
We need God to take away our sins and give us new 
hearts. And that is what He promises to do if we will be 
sorry for our sins and trust in Jesus.  

  The beautiful Christmas carol “Once in Royal David’s 
City” contains a special verse which tells us about Jesus 
when He was growing up: 

 And through all His wondrous childhood 
 He would honour and obey, 
 Love and watch the lowly maiden, 
 In whose gentle arms He lay: 
 Christian children all must be 
 Mild, obedient, good as He. 

  As you grow up, try your best to follow Jesus’ example - 
be kind and gentle, good and obedient - which is what 
God wants you to be like as a child. Christ is born! 

                    


