Вітаємо до Нашої Парафії Воздвиження Чесного Хреста! Welcome to Exaltation of the Holy Cross Parish!
A place of prayer, family, and community since 1967 which follows the Eastern (Byzantine) Christian
traditions of the Catholic Faith that first emerged in the lands of Rus-Ukraine through the preaching
of Saint Andrew, the First-Called, and echoed onwards through the mission of the holy apostles to the Slavs,
Cyril and Methodius. At Holy Cross, we are called to enter into communion with God within the community
of the faithful, the Church — the Body of Christ. Here, we offer services in Ukrainian and English languages
where we are united to God and one another, and ‘with one heart and one voice’ form the family of God.
The Divine Liturgy is the centre of our life, and it is here where we come to know Christ in each other,
in the Sacred Scriptures and through participation in the Holy Sacraments.
May your participation in today’s Divine Liturgy be thoroughly enriching and truly meaningful as well.

30th Sunday after the Descent of the Holy Spirit (Pentecost)
Today’s Readings:

Epistle: Colossians 3: 12-16

Epistle Readers

Eucharistic Ministers

Saturday (5 p.m.): Linda Douglas
Sunday (10 a.m.): Larissa Warywoda

Saturday (5 p.m.): Linda Douglas
Sunday (10 a.m.): Murray Salomon

for the week of January 21 to January 27, 2019
Saturday, January 26
5:00 p.m. ~ 31st Sunday after Pentecost
Epistle Reader: Christopher Tennant
Eucharistic Minister: Christopher Tennant
Sunday, January 27
10:00 a.m. ~ 31st Sunday after Pentecost
Epistle Reader: Michael Watral
Eucharistic Minister: Mary Ann Lysak

“For the love of money is a source of all kinds

of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich
some have wandered away from the faith
and pierced themselves with many pains.”
• 1 Timothy 6: 10 •

Let us strive to live as Christian stewards, receive God’s gifts gratefully,
cultivate them responsibly, share them generously & lovingly with others,
and return them with increase to the Lord.

January 12/13
Envelopes and Loose: $1,143.00
Initial Offering: $40.00
Mission Collection: $95.50
Special Projects: $140.00
God bless you all - Нехай Бог вас благословить!

January’s Mission Collection is designated for Community
Clothing Assistance. Its mission is to assist in the relief of poverty among poor families and people in crisis with an emphasis
on community supported clothing assistance programs.
Income tax receipts for 2018 are now available in the narthex.
Many thanks to our bookkeeper Michele for preparing and
printing them so quickly. Any questions or concerns should be
politely directed to her at the Parish Office. Also, any corrections/changes to your personal contact information should be
communicated to her as soon as possible. Thank you! ☺

Each January, following the Feast of the Theophany and Great Water Blessing, many Eastern Rite Christian families invite the
priest to bless their homes with “Jordan Water.” If you would like your home blessed by Father Stepan at this time, please
speak with him in church or call him at the rectory at 577-7721 to arrange a date and time.
Join us for a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, January 27 in our parish hall following the 10 a.m. Divine Liturgy,
with a ‘mini’ penny auction (like last year). Breakfast cost: $10/adults; $5/children (5 to 12 years; 4 & under - free).
And if you have any prizes to donate for the auction (no used items please), please forward them to Michael
Watral before January 25. Your support is very much appreciated. We hope to see many parishioners, family
and friends in attendance for the return of this delightful event and fundraiser!
Nominations to Parish Council: It is important that we, as parishioners, take turns on the Parish Council so that a wide
range of ideas, experience, and insight is shared amongst each other. Serving on the Council is not a tremendous task and it
can be very rewarding, so we encourage all parishioners 18 years and older to let their names stand. This is a two-year commitment; however, all council members have the option to stay on for another term if desired. Please consider sitting on the
Parish Council if you are approached to help keep our parish vibrant and alive. Thank you for your cooperation!

today’s Gospel account from Luke, chapter 18, the Lord speaks to the most important issue in the
I nyoung
man’s life: his self-reliance and selfishness. Here is the key to the whole passage. The rich

young ruler claimed to have kept the Law; in the legal sense that might be true, but in the spiritual sense
it was not, because his whole attitude to his fellow-men was wrong; he was utterly selfish. That is why
Jesus confronted him with the challenge to sell all he had and to give to the poor. This man was so
shackled to his possessions that nothing less than a “surgical excision” of them would do, and this is why
he became very sad for he was very wealthy, and like the parable of the rich fool, he laid up treasures for
himself and not for God or his fellow men.
The message for us should be clear: if we look on our possessions as being given to us for nothing but our own comfort
and convenience, then our possessions are a chain which must be broken. But if we look at our possessions as a means
to helping others, then our possessions are our crown.
~ edited from an excerpt of a sermon by Melvin Newland

Holy Cross Golden Agers
Holy Cross Golden Agers is a Christian non-denominational
association for seniors (55 years and up) to socialize, share
their interests, skills, and talents, and encourage leisure time
activities, such as attending concerts, sporting events, theatre,
and dining out — just to name a few.
Membership is just $10/year (Sept. to June).
Regular activities (bingo) take place on Thursday afternoons at 1:00 p.m. The monthly meetings take place on the last Thursday of each
month and are preceded by mini-tournaments,
such as bean bag toss, darts, and shuffleboard,
with prizes. Delicious pastries/sweets provided by members
are served afterwards, followed by bingo as usual.
Special events include a free Christmas Dinner in December, a
free ‘picnic’ in June (to wrap up the year), and a free bus to
Grand Portage Lodge on the 3rd Wednesday of each month
leaving the church @ 3:45 p.m. and returning @ 10:00 p.m.
There’s also a complimentary special bingo once a year
(usually in November) for members who have attended a minimum of eight (8) regular Thursday bingos.
And there’s pyrohy making and sales twice a year
where members who volunteer earn points which
equals to money and is redeemable with receipts
from your leisure-time activities. Hours of participation are recorded and payment is made once a year.
Currently, we are now on our winter break. Regular Thursday
afternoon activities will resume on February 7, 2019 starting
at 1:00 p.m. when new members are welcome to join. We encourage all seniors who are not members to check us out!

“Do not regret growing older.
It’s a privilege denied to many.”

St. George’s Society
Attention all members! Our first gathering in 2019 will be the
annual ‘Super Bowl’ Meeting on Sunday, February 3 beginning at 4:30 p.m. followed by a dinner and social. Hope to see
members — and some new faces as well — in attendance.
The 2019 Usher Schedule is now posted on the narthex bulletin board, and there are still opportunities for members to volunteer their services as many of the blanks have not been filled
in. We ask all able members to make it one of your New
Year’s resolutions and to sign up for one (or two) months.
Remember: there is no substitute for the ministry of an usher,
so let’s continue serving God in this capacity.

Love and service to God since 1960!
Can you be rich and be a Christian?
Everyone, it seems, wants to be rich. Can a Christian be rich
and still be a real Christian? After all, Jesus was poor. The
Apostles were poor. Jesus told the rich young ruler to sell all
that he had and give to the poor. Many people believe that a
person can be both Christian and rich, whereas others are
afraid of being real Christians, because they do not want to
be poor — the result of selling all their possessions.
Wealth, according to the Bible, is like fire, good but dangerous. Everyone sees the good, so the Bible warns us about
the many dangers: 1) the desire to get rich; 2) worrying about
money; 3) trusting in wealth rather than God; 4) loving money
as your God when no one can actually serve two masters;
and 5) using your money to oppress others.
“Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,” and
do not worry what else gets added to you in this life, whether
much or little. The reward that Christians seek is eternal life,
the infinite and certain reward for all who believe in Jesus.

Readings for the 31st Sunday after Pentecost

(to help prepare for the nourishment of the Word of God at Liturgy)

Pickerel Fish Dinner - Saturday, January 26, 2019 at the
Columbus Centre, 301 S. May St. (in support of KC community projects) featuring delicious pickerel, home fries, coleslaw, bread/butter, coffee/tea and desserts. Refreshments
available for purchase. Two seatings: 5:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Tickets are $21 per person and can be reserved by phone
(credit card/debit) by calling the office at 623-3252. Limited
tickets available. Check out the poster in our narthex.

Wishing everyone a wonderful week!
Бажаємо Вам всім чудового тижня!

Epistle: 1 Timothy 1: 15-17
(Gratitude for God’s Mercy)

Gospel: Luke 18: 35-43
(Jesus Heals a Blind Beggar)

As you read each passage, ask yourself these questions:
“What thoughts, ideas, words or images come to mind?”
and “What are the connections between them?”
This will help make them easier to follow and understand.

O

ne day a rich young man came to Jesus and asked
Him what he needed to do to go to heaven. Jesus
answered him, "You know the commandments, 'do not
murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give
false testimony, do not defraud, honour your father and
mother.'"
"Oh, I have done all of that since I was a child" the young
man told Jesus.
"You must do one more thing," Jesus said, "You must sell
all that you have and give the money to the poor."
The Bible tells us that the young man turned and walked
away. He was very sad. You see, he was very wealthy, and
he was not willing to give up his wealth -- not even to go
to heaven.
Then Jesus turned to His disciples and said, "It is easier
for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than it is
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven."

Now, putting tread through the eye
of the needle can be pretty difficult.
How would you like to try to put a
camel through the eye of a needle?
That wouldn't be difficult, it would
be impossible! Does that mean that
Jesus was saying it is impossible for a
rich man to enter into heaven? No,
but listen to what Jesus said next.
"With man, this is impossible, but not with God. With
God, all things are possible." That is the God we serve.
The God of the impossible!
Let us pray: Heavenly Father, we are thankful that You
are the God of the impossible. Without You, it would be
impossible for any of us to get to heaven. Amen.
Source: www.sermons4kids.com

“Where Your Confidence
is Well Placed”

Greg Sargent
Mike Sargent

345 N. May Street
P7C 3R3
623-4181

542 Syndicate Avenue South,
Thunder Bay, ON P7E 1E7
807-622-4349

Visit our website at www.directcabinets.ca

Serving our community one family at a time!

TEL: (807) 623-6446
FAX: (807) 623-1427
TOLL FREE: 1-888-584-4444

200 SOUTH MAY STREET
THUNDER BAY, ONTARIO
P7E 1B4

http://www.blakefuneralchapel.com
blakes@blakefuneralchapel.com

The Waverly Chapel
299 Waverly Street
344-1121 or 344-2014

The Westfort Chapel
420 W. Gore Street
473-1121

Funeral Home, Reception and Cremation Centre
21 N. Court Street
Thunder Bay, ON
807-345-5351
www.sargentandson.com

Family Owned Since 1924

If you, or someone you know, would like to purchase advertising space on this page,
please speak with Michael Watral or call the Parish Office (577-7720)
and leave a message or send an email to holycros@tbaytel.net.
Please remember to recycle this bulletin and other such paper items
on a regular basis after you have finished using them.
Help us keep our world clean and green.

