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 and were taken 

to the Carolina Guesthouse to rest after their 

long travel. Our official program began the 

next day, when we gave a tour of the main 

attractions of the city, accompanied by Moira 

the bullmastiff. We showed the Leaning House 

of Tartu, Arch Bridge, Father and Son sculpture, 

and sights at Toomemägi. Since the weather 

was very cold, we soon headed to eat at 

Gengöök, a vegan lunch kitchen. After this we 

went shopping for a moment before going ice 

skating in the indoor skating ring in 

Lõunakeskus. In the evening, we had dinner at 

Students from RVC in front of the ice sculpture by Kalle-Priit Pruude in Raekoja plats. 



Illegaard, where some of the members of our 

chapter came over as well to spend time and 

meet our guests. We decided to head out on a 

tour around Rüütli to introduce the Londoners 

to our local unique bars. 

On Saturday, we went on a hike in Meenikunno 

nature park for the day. The peace of the 

nature and bright sunlight kept the mood high. 

It seemed to be a good balance for our 

activities in the city. When we arrived at the 

campsite, we grilled food on sticks. 

In the evening, when we arrived back in Tartu, 

we had a sauna party at Lodjakoja with some 

of the ERASMUS students. The hot tub was 

heated, and some brave students went for a 

swim in the cold river water as well. 

Sunday program began with lunch at 

Ruunipizza restaurant, followed by snow 

tubing in Tartu Lumepark. We were supposed 

to stay there only for an hour, but we were 

almost too excited to stop there. 

The rest of the afternoon was free time, during 

which  the Londoners visited the Botanical 

Garden and did some shopping. In the 

evening, they had dinner prepared by Essi 

Lautala. 

Monday morning was reserved for a tour of the 

university, and both small and large animal 

clinics. This was followed by lunch in the 

university cafeteria, and a workshop at Märja 

farm. After an initial tour around the facilities, 



they got to perform physical examination of 

the cows. 

In the evening, we had dinner at Umb Roht 

restaurant and some cake dessert in Werner 

café. After this we took our guests to Püssirohu 

kelder and Illegaard, where they met some of 

the other members of our chapter. 

The next morning began with a lecture on the 

epidemiology of African swine fever by Arvo 

Viltrop, and after lunch they had a seminar on 

shelter medicine by Elizabeth Dorbek-Kolin. 

The seminar served as introduction before the 

visit to Tartu Loomade Varjupaik animal shelter 

the following day. During the seminar, the 

students made mind maps about given 

subjects and presented them to the whole 

group, and played alias with topical words. 

In the afternoon, we held Surgery club for our 

guests. In Surgery club, we learn the basic 

principles of suturing, and practice and 

improve our suturing skills. 

The Londoners had a couple hours of free time 

before we headed over to Jenny Moilanen’s 

place to eat blinis for dinner. Some had the 

chance to see the litter of kittens that was born 

a couple weeks before. 

On Wednesday morning, Madis Leivits held a 

lecture about avian health. At the end of the 

lecture, we got to meet a white-tailed eagle 

which had been brought to the school clinic 

due to mercury poisoning. 

 



After lunch, we had the opportunity to go to 

the roof of Torn dormitory and see the view 

from up there.  

Once we got down from the roof, we headed 

to Tartu Loomade Varjupaik animal shelter for 

a guided tour. It was a very informative visit, 

because not only did we learn a lot about the 

city’s animal shelter, we also learned about the 

differences between London’s shelters and 

Tartu’s shelter. 

Wednesday evening, we had a cultural evening 

where we made traditional dishes, such as rice 

pastries and bilberry pie, and exchanged flags.  

 

This was the final evening the students from 

RVC were here, so we had a farewell party as 

well. For the night, we had planned on going 

to the Retro party at Illusion, which is one of 

the more common parties for students to visit. 

The last morning we had a short farewell 

brunch at the Carolina guesthouse. We all felt 

sad about the exchange coming to an end. It 

was such a great time having them visit us and 

we hope to see them again soon! 


