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RAINEY ROGERS  Phone: 972-489-7875 

   Email: rrogers@mckinneytexas.org 

  Website: - 

  Facebook: - 

 
Background: Rainey Rogers has been a resident of McKinney since 1975 and, with wife Tammy, has four sons and a daughter. 

Rainey was first elected in 2015 and is unchallenged. 
 
Education: CFP Designation, College of Financial Planning 
 
Occupation:  With more than thirty years in the financial services industry, Rainey Rogers specializes in wealth management and 

estate planning for individuals. He is a member of the Million Dollar Round Table and has had the privilege of 
speaking at India’s annual Insurance Round Table meeting. His hobbies include bee-keeping, boxing and adventure 
vacations. 

 
Highlights of civic involvement/accomplishment:  
 

• Mayor Pro-Tem in 2017 

• Scoutmaster, Eagle Scouts 

• Bishop, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
 
 
GALA was unable to find much detailed information on websites, Facebook pages, or any other social media presence for the 
Rainey Rogers campaign. In lieu of a traditional candidate profile, we will provide information from the Candidate Profile in 
Community Impact. 
 
 
COMMUNITY IMPACT – 02/04/2019 – By Emily Davis 
 
Why are you running for re-election to the McKinney City Council District 2 seat? 
 

 After being elected four years ago, my intention was to serve one term and not seek re-election. However, working with mayor 
Fuller for the last two years has been a great experience. I feel like I have been making a real difference in the city of McKinney. 
With mayor Fuller’s leadership, we have been able to pass some very meaningful ordinances and zoning changes. I believe 
McKinney is headed in the right direction, but mayor Fuller still needs help. I am running to help make McKinney a better place to 
live, work and play. 

 
What experience, professionally or politically, do you have that would prepare you for this position? 
 

 I have almost four years of experience on the council; frankly it takes about 18 months to really figure out who everyone is and how 
everything works in the city. I have worked in the financial services industry for over 34 years, and as a certified financial planner I 
help people accomplish their financial goals. With this financial experience, I have been able to help the city make changes to how 
things have been done previously, and that has saved hundreds of thousands of dollars. I am someone who can look at a problem 
and find a solution. I am also someone that gets things done.  

 
If elected, what would be your top priorities for the city?  
 

 Stay focused on getting more commercial businesses, continue to lower the tax rate of our city and build the city in the right way, 
while still preserving our small-community feel.  
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COMMUNITY IMPACT – 02/04/2019 – By Emily Davis - Continued 
 
What should the city be doing to address the projected population growth, especially as it relates to providing city services?  
 
 Growing the city of McKinney in the right way is the biggest issue that the City Council faces. Last year, the McKinney City Council 

adopted the city’s 2040 comprehensive growth plan. It was a two-year undertaking from the city and community on how the city 
should grow. So right now we have a blueprint on the growth of McKinney that the City Council will use to help guide the growth of 
the city. One of the first things the City Council is doing to facilitate this growth is putting city bonds up for a vote. We need to 
provide more streets, safety services, parks and other city buildings to make sure we grow not only in the right way, but in a 
financially sound way. These bonds are needed so that we can pay for the things we need to grow. Without these bonds we would 
not be able to grow in the right way and would be limited on the services we can offer our citizens. 

 
 

RAINEY ROGERS DID NOT COMPLETE THE GALA CANDIDATE SURVEY. 
 

THE FOLLOWING IS A STATEMENT POSTED BY, AND MADE TO, THE McKINNEY  
CITY COUNCIL BY COUNCILMAN ROGERS ON JUNE 21, 2015 

 
 

“Mayor and members of the city council, when I started my campaign to be on the city council I let everyone know that I was 
not going to be a politically correct politician, that sometimes I will say thing that are not popular, I am a person who will always 
speak my mind, people will always know where I stand. In the spirit of that promise I made to voters of district 2 I submit the 
following. 
 
On June 26th of this year 5 unelected lawyers changed the course of American history and legalized same sex marriage. My 
belief is that marriage and family are more than mere social institutions. From the beginning of time God instituted marriage 
between man and woman so they could bring children into this world create families, I believe marriage is a divine institution, 
not man-made. I firmly believe that the country is going down the wrong path with this decision. 
 
Having said that, I understand that right now the law has been changed. My concern for the citizens of McKinney is that this is 
only the beginning of what will ultimately be a fight to protect our freedom of religion. For many people having this law changed 
is not enough, they want acceptance of a lifestyle that many of us in the Christian community find wrong. If we will not accept 
their lifestyle they want a forced acceptance. This includes forcing businesses to participate in marriages that some feel are 
wrong or forcing ministers to participate in a marriage ceremony that they do not feel right in participating, several communities 
across the country have instituted these types of laws and ordinances. It is my hope that the city of McKinney will do all they 
can to protect the religious rights of the people in our city that do not want to participate in these ceremonies. 
 
Once again these are my own thoughts and opinions of something that is dear to my heart and not the opinion of the city of 
McKinney 
 
Now I realize this is not a popular thing to say and that some will say that I am full of hate or bigoted. Nothing could be farther 
from the truth; anyone who knows me knows that I have a love in my heart for everyone that I meet. It amazes me that saying 
“I support traditional marriage” has somehow become hate speech. My comments today are motivated by the love I have for 
the institution of marriage and the rights we enjoy to worship as we want, they are not motivated by anything else. 
 
Thank you.” 
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RICK FRANKLIN  Phone: 972-658-1088 

   Email: rick@franklinlandco.com 

  Website: - 

  Facebook: Rick Franklin For City Council District 4 

 
Background: As a lifelong resident and active member of the McKinney community, I’m very passionate about McKinney’s future 

potential as we continue to make it one of the best places to live for our citizens. Raising a family in McKinney and my 
experiences working with the city have allowed me to see the enormous impact that our city’s leadership has on our 
growth and quality of life. I am very proud of what this city has achieved over the last 30 years and would be honored 
to continue serving my community as a city council member. I have been a small business owner and real estate 
broker in the McKinney and surrounding Collin County areas for the for the last 35 years. The knowledge that I have 
about McKinney’s history of addressing the difficult challenges that accompany a growing city and the roles that I 
have held to help guide our growth make me a trusted choice for City Council. 

 
Education: Bachelor of Arts – Southern Methodist University 
 
Occupation:  Real Estate Broker 
 
Highlights of civic involvement/accomplishment:  
 

• McKinney Economic Development Committee – 6 years 

• McKinney Planning and Zoning Committee – 4 years 

• One McKinney 2040 Advisory Committee 

• McKinney Parks Board – 3 years 

• McKinney Board of Adjustments – 4 years 

• McKinney Chamber of Commerce – 3 years 

• McKinney Alliance Board 

• McKinney Boys and Girls Club Board 

• McKinney Samaritan Inn  

• McKinney "Samaritan of the Year" – 2010 
 
Platform:  
 
 If elected, Rick Franklin will focus on continuing to make McKinney the best small city to live in by guiding the city's growth while 

preserving it's culture, heritage, charm and small-town feel.  
 
 Rick will concentrate on the following as a councilman: 
 

• Work to provide sustainable tax relief for city residents. 
 
• Balancing Mckinney’s growth, while maintaining and enhancing the quality of life that the citizens of McKinney deserve.  
 
• Maintain McKinney’s city safety through continued support of strong public safety initiatives. 
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RICK FRANKLIN DID NOT COMPLETE THE GALA CANDIDATE SURVEY. 
 
 
GALA was unable to find much detailed information on websites, Facebook pages, or any other social media presence for the 
Rainey Rogers campaign. In lieu of a traditional candidate profile, we will provide information from the Candidate Profile in 
Community Impact. 
 
 
COMMUNITY IMPACT – 03/12/2019 – By Emily Davis 
 
Why are you running for the McKinney City Council District 4 seat? 
 

As a lifelong resident and active member of the McKinney community, I’m very passionate about McKinney’s future potential as we 
continue to make it one of the best places to live for our citizens. Raising a family in McKinney and my experiences working with the city 
have allowed me to see the enormous impact that our city’s leadership has on our growth and quality of life. I am very proud of what 
this city has achieved over the last 30 years and would be honored to continue serving my community as city council member. 
 
What experience—professionally or politically—do you have that would prepare you for this position? 
 

I have been a small business owner and real estate broker in the McKinney and surrounding Collin County areas for the last 35 years. 
The knowledge that I have about McKinney’s history of addressing the difficult challenges that accompany a growing city and the roles 
that I have held to help guide our growth make me a trusted choice for city council. 
 

• McKinney Economic Development Committee – 6 years 
• McKinney Planning and Zoning Committee – 4 years 
• One McKinney 2040 comprehensive plan Advisory Committee 
• McKinney Parks Board – 3 years 
• McKinney Board of Adjustments – 4 years 
• McKinney Chamber of Commerce – 3 years 
• McKinney Alliance Board 

 
If elected, what would be your top priorities for the city? 
 

Work to provide sustainable tax relief for city residents; balancing McKinney’s growth, while maintaining and enhancing the quality of 
life that the citizens of McKinney deserve [and] maintain McKinney’s city safety through continued support of strong public safety 
initiatives. 
 
What is your stance on the proposed US 380 alignments? 
 

I trust the current city of McKinney leadership as they work through all the viable options presented to them and believe that the [US] 
380 alignments will be agreed upon prior to the start of the new representatives taking office in June. 
 

However, I am a not a proponent of widening the current US 380 due to the economic impact that it would have on our city. I believe we 
need to explore alternative options if possible that would expand additional roadways in McKinney to improve congestion and overall 
flow within the city as we continue to grow. 
 
What should the city be doing to address the projected population growth, especially as it relates to providing city services? 
 

The city of McKinney has been addressing this issue of population growth head-on as they have recently adopted a new master plan 
for the city that addresses the expected population impacts and city expansion. I believe in a proactive approach that reviews the 
expected population increase in the short-term and long-term each year during the city’s budgeting cycle. As the population increases, 
my focus will be to make sure that we allocate dollars effectively to maintain our public safety, and improvements to infrastructure 
necessary to keep our city running smoothly. 
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SIOTHA VEST  Phone: 972-658-1088 

   Email: siotha@vidpow.com 

  Website: www.siothavest.com 

  Facebook: Siotha Vest 

 
Background: I bring fresh new perspectives to the table. Using the resources provided and offered by the city and residents, I will 

seek guidance and input from all areas of the public to ensure the best options are available when City Council 
makes decisions and represent the wants and needs of residents in District 4 . I am proud to be a Stay at Home 
Mom, with children at BOYD & WOLFORD, our local public schools. 

 
Education: Media Marketing & Management Degree - Virginia College at Birmingham 
 Web Design Diploma - Virginia College at Birmingham 
 Certified Technical Trainer CompTIA 
 Adobe Certified Expert & Instructor in InDesign 2 
 
Occupation:  Stay at home mom 
 
Highlights of civic involvement/accomplishment:  
 

- Girl Scouts Service Unit Placement Coordinator 

- Girl Scout Troop Leader 

- Girl Scout Group / Travel Mentor 

- Girl Scout Gold Award earner (equivalent to Eagle Scout) 

- Member of Bent Tree Bible Fellowship Carrollton 

- Member of Mckinney ISD's Woldford PTA 

- Member of Mckinney ISD's Boyd Band & Colorguard Parents groups 

- Micro-blogger on Facebook for News, Events, Politics for some McKinney Facebook Groups (Vidpow Live 
Events) 

- Board Member - Secretary of Parents in Partnership Non-Profit at Imagine International Charter School, 
Additionally established online parent directory for group 

- Volunteer for local Catholic Charities Food Bank 2014-15 

- Volunteer for Samaritan Inn - Computer room monitor, donated by A team 2years 2012-13 

- Volunteer for Samaritan Inn - Child Care for Holiday Gift Wrapping event, Occasional Child Care games & Girl 
Scouts nights. 2014 

 
Platform:  
 

- Keep McKinney Unique 

- Encourage a Thriving Economy 

- Create Open Dialogs & Strengths Brought by Your Expertise 

- Preserve Private Property Rights 

- Maintain High Standards for Community Safety 

- Advocate for Residents – I’m not afraid to Ask the Questions 
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1. What would you, as a City Council Member, do to educate yourself about the diverse community you serve, including the 

LGBTQ community? Do you consider it a priority to ensure that city employees receive diversity training which includes 
information regarding the LGBTQ community? 

 

 I'm open to discussing how I can help make McKinney truly equal, however at this time I'm unaware of what policies impacts the 
LGBTQ community. If in the past I was unfair or treating someone unequal, God has allowed me to live through some life 
experiences that have humbled that part of me, shown me to grow daily, and put my heart into this city. 

 
2. Religious Refusal bills allow businesses to deny service to the LGBTQ community. Would you, as a City Council Member, 

fight to ensure that LGBTQ constituents are treated equally by businesses in our city?  If so, how would you accomplish 
this? If not, please explain your reasoning? 

 

 I didn’t know this was still a thing. Especially now that so many of our youth consider themselves non-conforming. So as I’m a Mom 
with a HS & been around teen groups for the bulk of my volunteering. The young man who&#39;s the president of the LGBTQ 
group at Boyd is a great kid! My daughter looks up to him, and to me I don’t see a difference in her looking up to a guy who is fair, 
a leader and her mentor. So any business willing to lose customers – that’s there problem. It’s a poor choice but their business I 
don’t want to make it impossible to do business in McKinney. It’s already very difficult. 

 
3. Currently there is no state or federal law that protects LGBTQ individuals in regard to employment. How will you assure 

City hiring, firing and promotions will be conducted without regard to sexual orientation and gender identity? 
 

 I have no problem standing up for groups, families, and those who are underrepresented in our city. Each business should have 
their equality - age - race - sex- service - equal. Hiring and Firing based on Job Performance. 

 
4. With the influx of new companies into North Texas, our city continues to become more diverse. Describe how you would 

work to create an environment that is welcoming, inclusive, and increasingly diverse. 
 

 -Can we take the gender sign off the Bathroom doors and just say - Bathroom? I don’t know why we lost our Pride parade - but I’d 
love for it to be back. I’d also like to see all groups in the city celebrate their uniqueness each year. 

 
5. In 2014 the City of Plano amended their Non-Discrimination policy to include sexual orientation, gender identity, veteran’s 

status and genetic information.  In the state legislature there is some movement to nullify this ordinance along with other 
issues such as paid sick leave passed at the local level. Do you believe in Local Control? Why or why not? 

 

 I think we need the local control if our state is discriminating. My great great great grandmother fought for women’s suffrage. So it’s 
in my blood to fight for equality for all. If opportunities are available to me to make things more inclusive let me know, so that we 
can talk about it and not only hear what the concerns are but how I can help ensure equality. 

 
6. Why should members of the LGBT community support your candidacy? 
 

 There is More to District 4, than those 8 powerhouses that are suppressing us with insane bills - discriminating, causing fear, 
inequality. I’d like to show you how District 4 is dynamic & diverse. I’m up against a retiring gentleman with all the steps promised 
for a good family Legacy. To choose me, is to choose someone who wants to hear all sides, create a positive solution and ensure 
our youth who are fully aware of their gender uniquenesses - are safe and happy too. I want to empower the community - grow our 
city, not my legacy. 
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FREDERICK FRAZIER  Phone: 214-549-4918 

   Email: frazier7324@tx.rr.com 

  Website: www.frazierformckinney.com 

  Facebook: Frederick Frazier for McKinney 

 
Background: "I strongly believe we can capitalize on McKinney’s current momentum and use new ideas and fresh perspectives to 

pursue an even better future for our city." 
 
Education: Bachelor of Organizational Leadership – Mountain State University 
 
Occupation:  Detective – Dallas Police Department 
 
Highlights of civic involvement/accomplishment:  
 

I am active in several city and statewide law enforcement political action committees. Also, I am currently the chairman of Assist 
The Officer Foundation that assists police officers and their families in times of need. Board member of Collin County CASA. 
Member of Collin County Lions Club. Member of Knights of Columbus. Member of Valley Creek Dad's Club. 
 

I have spent the past twelve years dedicating my time in helping Assist The Officer Foundation (ATO) with their day-to-day 
operations, fundraising, marketing and networking to increase public awareness of the organization. Additionally, I implemented a 
confidential counseling program specifically-designed to assist officers and their families at no cost to them. 

 
Platform:  
 

Economic Development - Working for a prosperous McKinney 
 

 To maintain our thriving economy, Frederick Frazier will work closely with business leaders to attract quality commerce that 
complement our small town atmosphere and provide well-paying jobs for working families. This approach will deliver economic 
stability while drawing new business tax revenue to reduce the burden on homeowners that currently fund much of the city’s 
budget. 

 
Public Safety - A proven leader for law-and-order 

 

 With his 23-year career as a decorated police officer, Frederick is the only candidate with the frontline experience needed to 
protect our families from violent crime. His goal is to keep McKinney one of the safest towns in America by providing well- trained 
and adequately compensated first responders who can help keep away big city crime problems. 

 
Transportation - Solutions for traffic relief 

 

 As a husband and father, Frederick understands the importance of spending more time with family instead of stuck in traffic. As our 
community continues its fast growth, he will look for efficient and innovative ways to address our congested roadways and make 
sure our aging streets are well maintained with fewer potholes. 

 
City Government Transparency - Champion for McKinney taxpayers 

 

 While Frederick is known for his work to protect families as a law enforcement officer, he will be equally diligent when it comes to 
protecting taxpayers from government inefficiency. He will make sure City Hall continues to focus its efforts on the basic city 
services that make the biggest impact in our daily lives – that means quality streets, strong police and fire, and vibrant parks. 
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FREDERICK FRAZIER DID NOT COMPLETE THE GALA CANDIDATE SURVEY. 
 
 
COMMUNITY IMPACT – 02/11/2019 – By Emily Davis 
 
 

 Why are you running for McKinney City Council’s at-large seat? 
 

 The Leadership McKinney class was instrumental in helping me learn and understand the practices and principles that go into 
leadership of a city. My experience working with different cities across the state on public safety issues has provided me the 
opportunity to work with different public agencies and bring groups together. This combination of experience, developed skills and 
the desire to make an impact in our community has brought me back to McKinney to serve in a leadership role. 

 
 What experience—professionally or politically—do you have that would prepare you for this position? 
 

 Though this is my first foray into elected office, I have spent my career working for the public. From police officer to US marshal, I 
have spent the last decade in leadership positions advocating for stronger public safety, becoming a leading voice for law 
enforcement in the state of Texas, and personally raising millions of dollars to benefit the families of fallen officers. 

 

• 23 years with Dallas Police Department 
• 15 years with the US Marshals Office 
• First Vice President of the Dallas Police Association 
• President of Assist the Officer Foundation 
• Participated and represented Texas law enforcement in the 82nd (2011), 83rd (2013), 84th (2015), and 85th (2017) Texas 

legislative sessions. 
 
 If elected, what would be your top priorities for the city? 
 

 • Transportation, traffic and roadways 
 • Economic development 
 • Public safety 
 
 What is your stance on the proposed US 380 alignments? 
 

 I am reviewing all of the information available to the public, which is substantial. From my understanding, [the Texas Department of 
Transportation]has asked the city to wait on a publicly supported resolution on an alignment. I think it would be premature to voice 
an opinion until all of the information is available. 

 
 What should the city be doing to address the projected population growth, especially as it relates to providing city 

services? 
 

 The city should conduct a survey to identify current and projected issues from the citizen’s perspective on transportation, traffic and 
roadways. The city should be proactive in planning and funding the appropriate dollars for infrastructure that will serve the needs of 
future development. The city should ensure that McKinney has adequate public safety per household to maintain a safe quality of 
life for its citizens. 
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STEPHEN KALLAS  Phone: 214-405-1852 

   Email: kallasforcouncil@att.net 

  Website: www.kallasforcouncil.com

  Facebook: EvenStephen Kallas for Council 

 
Background: I am running for office because I think the citizens of McKinney deserve representation of one of them, an average 

guy. I have a varied background and a set of unique experiences that translate into good ideas and I am not afraid to 
speak the truth and confront issues, I am confidant that makes me the better choice. 

 
Education: Associate of Arts from Collin College 
 Bachelor of Arts from University of North Texas (History /Political Science) 
 Post Baccalaureate Alternative Teaching Certification Program completed course work 
 
Occupation:  Pre-Production Manager for Statewide Remodeling 
 
Highlights of civic involvement/accomplishment:  
 

- Leadership team of a local grassroots group 
- Precinct chair 
- Small group leader in the student ministries at his church 
-  Collin County Myers Park Advisory Board 2013-2017 
-  Collin County Parks Foundation Advisory Board 2015-2017 
-  Delegate at the last three state Republican Party of Texas conventions 

 
Platform:  
 
 Property Taxes - The city of McKinney is the second largest local taxing entity for a vast majority of our citizens. Collin County 

sets the appraisal value for all properties within McKinney, and then the City Council has the final say on what our tax rate will be. 
Many long time McKinney residents are in fear of being taxed out of their homes, or have already fled McKinney in favor of more 
affordable cities. In order to lower property taxes, we must cut wasteful spending, and utilize our current resources more effectively. 
I also support Senate Bill 2, which will give the citizens the right to vote on any tax increase above 2.5% of the effective tax rate, 
making your City Council more accountable to you, the people. 

 

 Downtown - Our historic downtown is the heart of McKinney’s small town community and local businesses. In the past couple 
years alone, we have seen countless companies on our square close their doors or relocate outside of McKinney, and this number 
continues to rise. We need to make downtown businesses sustainable through lowering property taxes and including businesses 
on the square in our community events. 

 

 Transportation - After taxes, the most immediate impact of government felt by the citizens is in their roads. Our east side 
infrastructure is crumbling, and our west side roads are reaching the end of their service life. Future road development must be 
capable of withstanding the amount of traffic that comes with our growing population. To relieve congestion and improve safety on 
U.S. 380, we must confront the issue on 380. Additionally, we must also complete development of Bloomdale and the Outer Loop 
to further relieve traffic on University. 

 

 Strategic Growth - In order to protect McKinney’s future, we need to have a strategy for our economic growth. I propose leveling 
out the commercial property tax rate to allow for more options within the commercial zoning area. I believe we should also make 
the city easier to work with for relocating companies and existing businesses. 

 

 Transparency - McKinney residents deserve a City Council that is transparent and accountable. Without full transparency, citizens 
cannot hold the government accountable. While on City Council I will maintain an open door policy. 
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STEPHEN KALLAS DID NOT COMPLETE THE GALA CANDIDATE SURVEY. 
 
 
COMMUNITY IMPACT – 03/01/2019 – By Emily Davis 
 
 Why are you running for McKinney City Council’s at large seat? 
 

 Because I believe the people of McKinney deserve to be heard. There was not a candidate in the at large race that would speak for 
the people. Without that “voice” how could we expect to restrain the council’s actions? 

 
 What experience—professionally or politically—do you have that would prepare you for this position? 
 

 I learned as a young sailor how to take and give orders, and later on as a manager I learned how to lead and collaborate with 
others to get buy-in from affected parties. I have spent the better part of my adult life dealing with some form of customer service, 
whether it is retention or recovery, it revolves around how to better serve your customer. Wouldn’t it be a nice change to treat 
constituents as you would customers? Leadership is about serving. 

 
 If elected, what would be your top priorities for the city? 
 

• Increase transparency with constituents about city operations and decisions. 
• Prioritize and then expedite needed infrastructure repairs and upgrades. 
• Re-evaluate the city’s plan and its long-term strategic goals aligning them with reality. 

 
 What is your stance on the proposed US 380 alignments? 
 

 This whole issue was caused by bad planning and rapid growth being ignored. My first thought would be for the Texas Department 
of Transportation to enlarge and improve the existing alignment; however, my understanding is that in and of itself [it]is not a long-
term solution. The second improvement would be to finish building out Bloomdale Road to the six-lane artery it has been planned 
to be. Not to mention Wilmeth Road has not been completed, either. After those are completed, I would push for the completion of 
the outer loop. After completing those roads, then I would be open to the discussion if a bypass is still needed. 

 
 What should the city be doing to address the projected population growth, especially as it relates to providing city 

services? 
 

 Our city can look to neighboring cities such as Richardson and Garland to get a sense of what works and what does not in a 
mature suburban community. There should already be a plan in place, which should be updated often and adjusted with the new 
data. I would be interested in reading that first before I would try to determine what the priorities should be. 
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JOHN MOTT  Phone: 214-212-2036 

   Email: info@mottformckinney.com 

  Website: www.mottformckinney.com

 WWW Facebook: John Mott for McKinney 

 
Background: My wife, Jennifer, and I are proud to have deep roots in this community that has been our families’ hometown for 

generations. Although McKinney is no longer the small town that we once knew, we still want our son and the kids of 
his generation to enjoy the benefits and opportunities of growing up here that we had. We’ve experienced 
tremendous growth, and we should expect even more over the next few decades. I’m running for City Council to 
ensure that we plan responsibly and empower city staff with the tools to encourage the right kind of growth that will 
allow us to maintain our community’s unique nature and quality of life. 

 
Education: Austin College, B.A. in History 
 Texas Tech University School of Law, J.D. 
 
Occupation:  Attorney 
 
Highlights of civic involvement/accomplishment:  
 

-  First Christian Church in McKinney 

-  McKinney Area Democratic Club (Vice President) 

-  McKinney Chamber of Commerce member; 

-  Volunteer with an organization that holds events in McKinney providing haircuts, school supplies, Christmas presents, and 
more to low-income families; 

-  Pro bono legal work assisting families with planning for end of life needs. 

-  Eagle Scout, Troop 303, McKinney; 

-  I grew up in Trinity Presbyterian Church in McKinney; 

-  Campaign Manager for the Julie Luton for Texas House of Representatives, District 70 campaign, in addition to volunteering 
on numerous local, statewide, and coordinated campaigns over the last 20 years; 

-  Elected member of the Permanent Rules Committee, 2018 Texas Democratic Party State Convention; 

-  I have worked as an Election Protection Attorney in numerous elections here in Texas, Arkansas, and New Mexico; 

-  I volunteered with McKinney Boys Baseball Association (now McKinney Baseball Association) and the group that organized 
the Mickey Mantle World Series. 

 
Platform:  
 
Our Evolving Transportation Needs 
 

-  The city has a $100 million bond proposition on the May 4th ballot to address street improvements. That bond money will be 
combined with annual city budget allotments, county funds, state and federal grants, roadway impact fees, and other funding 
sources to pay for city infrastructure. 

 

-  We should evaluate multi-modal transportation options, with special focus on finding better options for seniors, residents with 
disabilities, and low-income residents. 

 

- We must prioritize connecting Custer Road to Central Expressway with Wilmeth Road, Bloomdale Road, and Laud Howell Parkway. 
  



 

VOTER GUIDE 
McKINNEY CITY COUNCIL 

Spring, 2019 

JOHN MOTT  
 
Platform - Continued:  
 
Responsible Economic Development 
 

-  The city did a tremendous job in producing a new comprehensive plan, taking into account the concerns of city staff, industry 
experts, and interested citizens. That plan will ensure that development reflects the City’s vision and values. The Council should 
empower the city staff to implement the comprehensive plan. 

 

-  The most common complaint I hear from builders and developers is that the city is difficult to work with. The city is bringing in a 
consultant to update its development regulations so that they reflect the needs of the comprehensive plan. We should complete a 
process and systems review of all of the departments that are involved in development to make certain that we have the right 
processes and personnel in place to implement the comprehensive plan and ensure that we’re friendly to businesses that want to 
join our community. 

 

-  We must continue to invest in economic engines like our Historic Downtown McKinney and the McKinney Corporate Center, as 
well as city-owned assets that generate revenue like McKinney National Airport. 

 

-  We should look outside the box for unique business types and commercial development opportunities that would set McKinney 
apart from our suburban neighbors. 

 

-  The city’s changing demographics will require a diversification of housing choices in McKinney. Residential development needs to 
expand from focusing primarily on neighborhoods of single-family homes. We need to encourage new housing options for low-
wage and service industry workers who need affordable housing near their workplaces, retirees and “empty nesters,” multi-
generational households, and professionals who work from home, but want close access to community spaces where they can 
interact with other people. Planning and zoning regulations must address these changing housing needs. 

 

-  Multi-family housing must be a component of a comprehensive housing plan. When working with multi-family developers, we 
should encourage quality development with higher design standards, and encourage walkable, mixed-use communities, where 
residents can live, work, and play. 

 
Parks and Natural Resources 
 

-  We should make sure parks are optimally utilized by our residents, and look for ways to be more ambitious in creating or 
preserving parks, trails, and green spaces. 

 

-  The city should encourage and incentivize implementing green/sustainable building techniques & best practices in both public and 
private development. 

 

-  We should encourage sustainable land use developments that are mixed-use, transit-oriented and improve walkability for a greater 
sense of community & protecting our natural resources. 

 

-  The city should evaluate multi-modal transportation options, improve walkability, implement beautification initiatives along major 
thoroughfares. 

 

-  We should work on water conservation & safety by improving the quality of McKinney’s creeks & tributaries, developing a 
sustainable backyards program, offering rebates that support water conservation, and encourage the use of drought resistant 
landscaping. 

 
The 380 Issue 
 

-  The US Highway 380 problem is an example of what happens when you fail to adequately plan or respond to foreseeable growth. 
We’ve been discussing traffic problems on 380 for over 20 years.  TXDOT's eventual solution to the 380 nightmare won’t make 
anyone happy, and won't adequately address the traffic problem. Neither a bypass or highway widening alone will alleviate the 
traffic problems along the 380 corridor. We need a solution that will move some of the traffic off of the current highway. That may 
mean a bypass, or it may mean diverting through-traffic all the way up to the Outer Loop. Building out the planned East-West 
thoroughfares north of 380 that connect Custer Road to Central Expressway will also remove some of the traffic pressure from 380. 
In addition, we need a solution that will allow traffic to keep moving, especially at major intersections. That probably means 
widening 380, at least in spots, with a possibility of adding overpasses at intersections. The next City Council must work with 
TXDOT and the Collin County Commissioners Court to come up with a more comprehensive solution.   
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Platform - Continued:  
 
Transparency and Communications 
 

-  McKinney was the first municipality or government entity in the state to earn the Texas Comptroller’s Five-Star Texas 
Transparency Stars rating. It was not McKinney's first award for government transparency, and won't be its last. As your city 
council member, I’ll strive to be responsive to all citizen inquiries and requests. 

 
Taxes, The "Effective Tax Rate" and HB2/SB2 
 

-  For every property tax dollar paid by a McKinney resident, only twenty-two cents goes to the city. McKinney's tax rate is 
comparable to other neighboring communities in Collin County. While we must contain city spending and taxes wherever possible, 
cutting spending or taxes only goes so far, and our city staff and council has done a good job of prudent fiscal management. A 
more productive long-term approach to reducing property tax pressure on homeowners would be to focus on expanding our 
commercial tax base to increase property and sales tax revenue, which should relieve some of the tax pressure on McKinney 
homeowners. 

 

- I oppose HB2/SB2. It takes away local control from city government in an effort to give legislators in Austin a public relations win. It 
will not have any meaningful effect on residents’ property tax bills. It will, however, handcuff the city at a time when we need a full 
arsenal of tools to deal with the growth we’re experiencing. It will make the budgeting process more difficult and will likely have a 
detrimental effect on the city’s bond rating. 

 
 
 

SEE REVERSE FOR ANSWERS TO THE GALA CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE 
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1. What would you, as a City Council Member, do to educate yourself about the diverse community you serve, including the 

LGBTQ community? Do you consider it a priority to ensure that city employees receive diversity training which includes 
information regarding the LGBTQ community? 

 
 I’ll educate myself by continuing to have conversations with members of different constituency groups, including members of the 

LGBTQ community. Diversity training (which includes information regarding the LGBTQ community) should be required for all city 
employees. 

 
2. Religious Refusal bills allow businesses to deny service to the LGBTQ community. Would you, as a City Council Member, 

fight to ensure that LGBTQ constituents are treated equally by businesses in our city?  If so, how would you accomplish 
this? If not, please explain your reasoning? 

 
 I would oppose the adoption of a so-called “Religious Refusal” ordinance. 
 
3. Currently there is no state or federal law that protects LGBTQ individuals in regard to employment. How will you assure 

City hiring, firing and promotions will be conducted without regard to sexual orientation and gender identity? 
 
 The City of McKinney’s Human Resources website states, “qualified applicants will receive consideration without regard to race, 

color, religion, sex, national origin, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, veteran status or disability.” As a 
council member, I would work with the city manager to ensure that the city’s actual hiring practices reflect those values. 

 
4. With the influx of new companies into North Texas, our city continues to become more diverse. Describe how you would 

work to create an environment that is welcoming, inclusive, and increasingly diverse. 
 
 NO ANSWER PROVIDED. 
 
5. In 2014 the City of Plano amended their Non-Discrimination policy to include sexual orientation, gender identity, veteran’s 

status and genetic information.  In the state legislature there is some movement to nullify this ordinance along with other 
issues such as paid sick leave passed at the local level. Do you believe in Local Control? Why or why not? 

 
 I believe in Local Control. City Council members are the closest elected officials to the community they represent. They’re your 

neighbor, your realtor, your lawyer. You run into them at church or at the Friday night football game. You don’t need to hire a 
lobbyist to persuade your City Council member; just pick up the phone. That close proximity means Council members understand 
that what’s right for Odessa or Houston isn’t necessarily what’s right for McKinney, so they can narrowly tailor regulations and 
ordinances to reflect our community’s values and meet our specific needs. We don’t need some legislators down in Austin to tell us 
what’s best for McKinney. 

 
6. Why should members of the LGBT community support your candidacy? 
 
 I am an ally of the LGBTQ community, and share the community’s values. 
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