
February Half-Term 2018  
Newsletter 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We hope the children have enjoyed this half term as much as we have in school! It’s been a 
busy few weeks. Busy learning, busy having fun and busy improving week on week. It is 
always a pleasure to have children come to see me with their work or to talk about their 
learning.  
 
Staffing Update 
We have welcomed Miss R Speed back to school and are glad that she is well. Miss Speed 
has taken up the PPA Teaching role. All teachers are entitled to PPA (Planning, Preparation 
and Assessment time). We facilitate this in school by providing teachers with a PPA day once 
per fortnight. This means that Miss Speed will at some point, teach every class from 
Reception to Year 6 once in a fortnight. She will teach RE and Music as specialist subjects as 
well as Numeracy and Reading.  
 
Mrs L Reynolds who was covering Miss Speed has now left us and we thank her for her 
service to the school over the last 6 months.  
 
Mr H Thomas will remain as the substantive Year 5 teacher, Miss Speed will cover his PPA 
time and his non-teaching day per week to undertake his deputy headteacher duties.  
 
One of our teaching assistants, Miss S Blanche has left the school. We wish her well for the 
future and thank her for her many years of service to the school.  
 
Volunteer Helpers / School Supporters  
Could you offer to help and support the school in some way?  
 
Volunteers  
We are looking for volunteer helpers to assist us with supporting reading, offering skills and 
expertise such as arts and crafts, music, sport… whatever you can offer! If you could 
volunteer in any way, please complete the tear off slip below. We will collate a list and 
contact parents to let them know how they can support and help. Please be aware that 
Blaenau Gwent Council operate a Volunteers Policy and so anyone in a regular volunteer 
role will need to undergo a DBS check.  
 
School Supporters 
From time to time we seek resources to create, make and re-use for learning. If you think 
you could offer something that we could use - could you also complete the slip below. You 
might have something that could be our treasure! For example, we recently have had a 



donation of several sizes of old cable reels. We have made these into outdoor tables, block 
play spaces and even book-cases. Mr Meek our caretaker is very clever and can pretty much 
make anything we ask him to! You may be able to supply us with old bread crates in good 
condition, pieces of drain pipes / off cuts of wood / bark / plants/ stones / clean old tyres. 
You may have contacts with a local business who could support us. Or perhaps you have 
what we call ‘loose parts’ such as buttons, pine cones, shells, corks etc. If you think you 
might have something to offer, which we could re-use, please complete and return the slip 
below and we will contact you if we need anything.  
 
We are going to be developing our outdoor play areas in the summer term and these are 
some of the types of things we will be needing/ developing... 
 

 
 
Governors 
The annual Governors Report to Parents 2016-2017 was sent out last term and a copy is also 
available on the school’s website. We currently have a vacancy for a Community Governor. 
Please contact the school if you are interested in finding out more about becoming a school 
Governor.  



Attendance 
Attendance is currently 95.1%, slightly below our target of 95.4%. Please help us to reach 
this by ensuring that your children are in school, on time every day unless they are ill. Please 
remember that term time absence will not be authorised if your child’s attendance falls 
below 95.4%, whatever the reason for that may be. Please telephone in on the first day of 
absence to let us know why your child is not in school.  
 
Open Doors Events and Family and Community Engagement (FaCE) 
We have lots of Family and Community Engagement (FaCE) events planned for this half 
term. See diary dates below. FaCE Events are highlighted in dark blue text.  
 
Families First Advisor - Stacey Smith  
We are very fortunate to have a Families First Advisor, Stacey Smith, who will be based in 
school fortnightly on Tuesdays from 1:00pm to 4:30pm. Parents and Carers can make an 
appointment to see her at school to ask for advice and / or to discuss or seek support for all 
sorts of family issues, for example parenting advice for children of all ages. Please contact 
the school to make an appointment. 
 
Wales Curriculum Reform 
Please follow the link below to find out more about how and why the curriculum in Wales is 
changing. We will be holding a workshop for families after Easter to explain more about the 
change that is taking place in Wales and where we are as a school in moving towards the 
new curriculum.  
 
http://gov.wales/topics/educationandskills/schoolshome/curriculuminwales/curriculum-for
-wales-curriculum-for-life/?lang=en 
 
Eisteddfod /St David’s Day 
Our School Eisteddfod will take place on Thursday 1st March. Photographs will be sent to 
the South Wales Argus for publication as the The Gwent Gazette was unable to offer us a 
suitable date this year.  
 
Social Media - Facebook and Twitter 
Please be mindful that these pages are for information only. We cannot continually monitor 
these pages for questions and queries and so this is not the appropriate forum for raising 
them. Please contact the school directly if you have a question / issue to raise, rather than 
using our social media pages. In the main this method of communication works well and the 
vast majority use it appropriately and find it a beneficial way of us communicating with you. 
However, there have been a few isolated incidents of inappropriate use and sometimes 
unhelpful or even disaparaging and offensive comments being made. It is less likely that 
such comments would be made in a face to face conversation. Please be aware that any 
such posts will be removed and you will be contacted directly by the school to discuss posts 
which are deemed to be offensive, profane or otherwise inappropriate. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://gov.wales/topics/educationandskills/schoolshome/curriculuminwales/curriculum-for-wales-curriculum-for-life/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/educationandskills/schoolshome/curriculuminwales/curriculum-for-wales-curriculum-for-life/?lang=en


School Improvement Priorities 
We continue to make progress in all areas. As part of our Amber support categorisation, we 
have regular half termly Progress Review meetings with the Challenge Advisor and the Local 
Authority Education Directorate. We are demonstrating progress month by month and at 
the last meeting we were asked to share some of our good practice with other schools in 
the local authority and across the EAS (Education Achievement Service).  
 

Our priority  What we have done so far... 

Teaching and Learning 
Further improving the 
quality of teaching and 
embedding a consistent 
approach to the teaching of 
English, Maths, Science, ICT 
and Welsh, in particular.  

Nearly all of our new equipment is now in place! Each class 
will have a new Digital Learning kit by then end of March 
and their ICT lessons will focus on ensuring they know how 
to use this equipment. The Digital Leaders and Mrs Banks 
will be helping with this!  
  
The Education Achievement Service (EAS) continue to 
support us in improving the teaching of Welsh in every 
class. They have been in to undertake follow up training 
and observations. They are coming in again in March to 
look at children’s work and to talk to the children about 
their use of Welsh.  
 
Our children’s written work in FP was recently noted by the 
Challenge Advisor to be of a very high standard. The 
Education Achievement Service (EAS) have also asked to 
use some of our Y2 children’s written work as examples.  
 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics)  
We are very excited to be one of only 3 primary schools in 
Blaenau Gwent to be a part of the The Welsh Valleys 
Engineering Project (WVEP). This exciting new engineering 
education programme established by the Royal Academy of 
Engineering will provide us with free STEM enhancement 
and enrichment opportunities to create an engineering 
ethos. In partnership with Coleg Gwent and The College 
Merthyr Tydfil. The  programme aims to enrich the 
curriculum, stimulate interest, and improve pupil’s 
outcomes by bringing real-world engineering practice into 
school. We will keep you updated as this project develops.  
 

  

Standards and Curriculum 
Developing the whole 
curriculum to ensure that 

What we have done so far… 
We have had two very productive and interesting INSET 
days in January. On 08.01.18 we discussed the most recent 



the basic skills of the 
subjects listed above are 
taught really well, but that 
they are linked with other 
subjects such as art, music, 
PE and RE as part of class 
topics and themes. By 
linking them all together in 
exciting and meaningful 
experiences for the children 
it will make our learning 
experiences more relevant 
for our children and more 
engaging for them.  

updates from Welsh Government (WG) in relation to the 
current curriculum reform. Mrs MacKay is working with 
WG to develop the Health and Wellbeing strand of the  
new national curriculum. On our INSET day we discussed 
‘What Matters’ - what sort of curriculum do our learners 
need? How can we involve them even more in their 
learning. We have changed our planning process and we 
will be planning lots more opportunities to enrich and 
enhance their  daily learning.  
 
Our curriculum development is progressing well and we are 
listening to what and how the children say they want to 
learn, whilst ensuring that the basics of Literacy, Numeracy 
and ICT run through all aspects of their learning.  
 
Architecture in Reception!  

 
 
Having fun with multiplication in Year 2  

 
 
Tin Flowers in Year 3 based on their Literacy text.  

 
We have met with Gwent Music Support and are exploring 
new opportunities (after Easter) for more children across 
the school to be involved in Music… Beat Boxing, Drums, 
Violins… Watch this space!  



Wellbeing and Attitudes to 
Learning  
Making sure that we teach 
PSE really well and are good 
at providing for children’s 
wellbeing, which includes 
identifying early on if their 
wellbeing is low and if they 
need help and support. 
Involving children more in 
decision making and giving 
them more of a voice in 
school so their views are 
heard.  

Our Pupil Leaders are developing their roles. The Eco 
Council have been busy planting Hedgerow with the Bio 
Diversity Officer.  The School Council have been reviewing 
the new lunch menu for the Local Authority.  
 
Mr Thomas has been meeting with Criw Cymreig to discuss 
their role and this next half term, their task will be to raise 
the profile of spoken welsh around the school. They have 
lots of ideas!  
  
On our INSET day 08.01.18 we discussed the Thrive 
approach, which we have begun to use systematically to 
help us to identify where children need support with their 
wellbeing. We are also introducing the SEAL curriculum 
across the school (Social, Emotional Aspects of Learning) 
which will be linked to children’s PSE lessons.  
 
Our INSET day on 29.01.17 helped all staff to understand 
how to ‘Build Learning Power’. We discussed what ‘great 
learning’ looks like and how we can develop these 
capacities and attitudes in ourselves and our children, so 
that we all become lifelong learners!  We continue to 
develop learning behaviours such as resilience, motivation 
and effort.  We discuss with the children all the time what 
it means to have been a good learner in a lesson, what it 
means to have a 
‘growth mindset’ 
and how to 
develop’ 
stick-ability’.  
 
VOICE team have 
led an assembly, 
explaining their 
role. They carry out research in the school, seeking the 
views of all children, which they feedback to school leaders 
so they can have a ‘voice’ in school improvement. They are 
currently working on a project to further improve and 
develop reading 
areas, so that all 
classes have 
consistently good 
spaces to enjoy a 
book!  
 
Digital Leaders 
recently visited 
the Apple Store in  



Cardiff to learn to use the latest technology and apps. They 
will be teaching the children and staff how to make the 
most of our new technology back at school. Take a look at 
their Vision for Digital Learning on our website... 
https://www.stilltydsprimary.co.uk/digital-leaders 
St 

Care Support and Guidance 
Making sure that we track 
the progress of our children 
really well, that we know 
them really well, identify 
their needs early on and put 
things in place quickly to 
help and support them. 
Working more closely with 
parents and carers.  

Pupil Progress Meetings took place in the first week in 
January between Mrs Williams and all teachers to discuss 
the progress of every single child in their classes during the 
Autumn term. This information was used to ensure that all 
children’s needs are being met and that teachers know 
their children well and are providing for their needs. IEPs 
will be shared at parent consultations.  
 
We have started the process of Person Centred Planning 
(PCP) meetings for children at the School Action + and 
above stage of the ALN register which is in line with the 
recommendations of the new ALN reform in Wales.  
 
Mrs MacKay has used the Thrive approach to undertake 
whole class screens. Parents of those children needing an 
individual screen have already been contacted to gain 
permission. All staff have used the whole class Thrive 
screen to assist them in planning appropriate PSE lessons 
to respond to the social and emotional needs of all the 
children. E.g. many classes have completed work recently 
on naming feelings and teaching the children how to 
recognise and manage their emotions and how they can 
make them feel.  

Leadership and 
Management 
Building a Leadership Team 
to drive all the key school 
improvement areas, 
including School Governors. 
Governors becoming more 
involved in the life of the 
school.  

The Challenge Advisor has asked Mrs Williams to share the 
leadership of professional learning with other 
Headteachers as an outstanding example of how to 
develop staff to further improve their teaching. The school 
has also been praised for its innovative use of the new 
professional standards for teachers and leaders, which are 
currently available from WG and will become statutory 
from September 2018.  
 
Governors 
The Finance committee met on 26.01.18 and the full 
Governing body met on 07.02.18. We have established 3 
additional sub committees which will involve Governors 
more in the life and work of the school. These are linked to 
the 5 Estyn recommendations. Attendance at Governor 
meetings has improved significantly. We currently have a 
vacancy for a Community Governor.  

https://www.stilltydsprimary.co.uk/digital-leaders
https://twitter.com/IlltydS


Parent and Teacher Association  
The PTA will be meet every Friday in school from 9:15am until 11:15am. Once per month 
(usually on the second Monday of each month), they will meet in the evening from 
5:00-6:00 to try to include parents who may not be able to make a Friday due to other 
commitments. The next Monday evening meeting will be Monday 5th March 5:00pm - 
6:00pm. The PTA have apologised, but due to time constraints they are unable to run the 
Mother’s Day stall this year. They are still a small group and could do with additional help 
and support to be able to run events such as these.  
 
Reminders  
Uniform 
Please remember that the school trouser / skirt colour is grey. Tracksuit bottoms are not 
permitted to be worn. Children should wear black shoes or all-black trainers only please. No 
brightly coloured / patterned trainers, shoes or daps to be worn.  
 
PE kit is a yellow T-shirt, a pair of navy shorts and black daps or a pair of trainers.  
 
Jewellery should be kept to a minimum. Children may wear a pair of stud earrings only 
and/or a watch. Hair-bands and bows should be worn in school colours. Children should not 
wear oversized or brightly coloured JoJo bows to school please.  
 
Breakfast club times 
Breakfast club opens at 8:15am. Last admission is 8:40am. Children will not be admitted to 
breakfast club after 8:40am. If you are late for breakfast club (after 8:40am) then you will 
need to wait until the school doors open at 8:50am.  
 
Health and Safety 
Please remember that all areas of the school site are ‘No Smoking’ and this includes the use 
of e-cigarettes.  
 
Please take care when parking before and after school at drop off / pick up times. Please DO 
NOT park on the roundabout  
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Please keep for future notice!  

 
March 2018  
 
World Book Day - Just to let our families know - there is no need to buy expensive costumes 
for World Book Day, as it is on St David's Day, the same day as our Eisteddfod. The children 
have already been asked to dress in traditional / Welsh themed costumes. Instead we will 
have a focus on books and reading after 1st March, as we did last year. Doors will be open at 
various times for families to come into school and read with their children.  
We have staggered the days / times in response to feedback after the Autumn term events. 
 



Dates as follows: 
Drop Everything and Read Sessions 
Friday 2nd March KS2 (Y3, Y4, Y5, Y6) classes only 2:30-3:00 
Tuesday 6th March Whole School 9:15-10:00 
Tuesday 6th March FP classes (Reception - Y2) only 2:30-3:00 
Friday 9th March Whole School 2:30-3:00 
 
Nursery Only - Stay, Play and Read 
Tuesday 6th March 9:15-10:00 
Wednesday 7th March 9:15-10:00 
Friday 9th March 9:15-10:00 
 
Other March 2018 dates  
 

01.03.18  Eisteddfod and World Book Day - See letter sent home by Mr Thomas  
Children may wear traditional Welsh costume/ wear red etc.  

08.03.18  2:15-3:00 Free workshop for families in school hall run by the NSPCC. 
Speak Out / Stay Safe which includes keeping children safe online.  
Refreshments provided. Come along and find out more about all aspects 
of keeping your children safe and how to stay safe online.  
For more information see: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/ 

09.03.18  Launch Day for STEM Learning project - letters to follow for pupils 
involved.  

20.03.18  2:15-3:00 E-Safety Workshop  
Does your child use the internet/play XBox/PlayStation/ Play Minecraft/ 
Use messaging apps? Are you confident in how to keep them safe? Come 
and find out more at this workshop.  

20.03.18  PTA BINGO NIGHT  
6:00pm -7:30pm School Hall  

 
 

23.03.18  Open Doors - Book Look  *Books will also be made available at 
consultations.  
 
Come and spend some time looking through your child’s books with 
them, before parent consultations next week.  
 
Doors will be open for families to come into classes  
9:15-9:45          AND / OR    2:30-3:00  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/


26.03.18  
and  
27.03.18  

Whole School Parent Consultations - appointment letters will be sent out.  
*Books will be made available  

28.03.18  Nursery Parent Consultations additional date  - appointment letters will 
be sent out.  

29.03.18  12:00-1:00  
New Nursery Rising 3 April Intake Transition Sessions  

29.03.18  Last day of term  

30.03.18  Good Friday - school closed  

 
April 2018  
 

02.04.18 to 
13.04.18  

Easter Holiday - school closed  

16.04.18  Start of Summer Term  

25.04.18  Reception Class Assembly 9:15-9:45  
Families are invited to come and watch Reception in a special assembly 
they will prepare to share their learning journey with you.  

 
 
May  
*No holidays will be authorised during national tests 
 

01.05.18  Year 1 Class Assembly 9:15-9:45  
Families are invited to come and watch Year 1 in a special assembly they 
will prepare to share their learning journey with you. 

02.05.18 National Numeracy Procedural Test  

03.05.18 National Reading Test  

04.05.18  National Numeracy Reasoning Test  

07.05.18  Bank Holiday Monday - school closed  

16.05.18  Vision and Growth Screening for Reception children  

17.05.18  Year 3 Class Assembly 9:15-9:45  
Families are invited to come and watch Year 3 in a special assembly they 
will prepare to share their learning journey with you.  

23.05.18  Year 5 Class Assembly 9:15-9:45  
Families are invited to come and watch Year 5 in a special assembly they 



will prepare to share their learning journey with you. 

23.05.18  Meeting for Parents of pupils in Y3 & Y4 attending Hilston Park  

24.05.18 Year 4 Class Assembly 9:15-9:45  
Families are invited to come and watch Year 4 in a special assembly they 
will prepare to share their learning journey with you. 

25.05.18  End of half term  

28.05.18  School closed for half term  

 
June 2018  
 

28.05.18 - 
01.06.18  

School closed for half term  

04.06.18  Start of second half term  

06.06.18 Meeting for Parents of pupils in Y5 & Y6 attending Gilwern Outdoor 
Education Centre  

12.06.18 Year 6 Class Open Session 9:15-9:45  
Families are invited to come and spend some time in Year 6 where they 
will share their learning journey with you. (Later in July they will perform 
in a special assembly to celebrate their achievements).  

13.06.18 Year 2 Class Assembly 9:15-9:45  
Families are invited to come and watch Year 2  in a special assembly they 
will prepare to share their learning journey with you. 

w/c 18.06.18  Health, Wellbeing and Sport Week  
Sports Days will be this week. More details/dates to follow.  

27.06.18  New Reception (September 2018) Intake Meeting 
for (current Nursery) Parents whose children will start Reception in 2018 
2:00-3:00 School Hall  

28.06.18 - 
29.06.18  

Y3 & Y4 Hilston Park Visit  

July 2018  
 
TBC - Transition dates for Year 6 moving to Year 7 have yet to be confirmed by the 
secondary school.  
 

06.07.18  Transition Day  
Reception to Year 6  
All children will move to their new classes and spend the day with their 



new teachers. Year 6 will remain in school and will be involved in 
Transition activities.  

11.07.18  New Nursery (September 2018) Intake Meeting for Parents  
2:00-3:00 School Hall  

09.07.18 - 
12.07.18  

Y5 & Y6 Gilwern Visit  

18.07.18  Year 6 Leavers’ Celebration  
Families are invited to come and watch Year 6  in a special assembly they 
will prepare to share their learning journey with you, as they prepare to 
move on to secondary school.  

18.07.18  Nursery closes at 10:45am  

19.07.18  Nursery closes at 10:45am  

18.07.18 and 
19.07.18  

11:30-12:30 New Nursery (September 2018) Intake Transition Sessions  

24.07.18  Last day of term  

 

INSET  

One more INSET day is to be taken. This will be after Easter. Date to be confirmed.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



_________________________________________________________________  

 

Volunteers / Supporters  

I would be interested in volunteering my time / services at the school  

Name  What I could help with / Skills or 
resources I could offer  
 
E.g. A hobby  - knitting or 
sewing  
 
Listening to readers  
 
Talking to the children about a 
project linked to their learning  

Regular Days / Times I am 
available  

Frequency  
(e.g. weekly / once 
a fortnight / on the 
odd occasion with 
notice)  

  
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

Name  Resources we could make things from e.g cable 
reels / pipes / paper / card / loose parts etc  

  
 
 
 

 


