
October 2018 Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
What wonderful month October has been! We have had a focus on Expressive Arts in the 
last two weeks and if you have been able to pop in to see the work produced by the 
children, I hope you will agree that they have been very expressive and creative!  
 
We are going to leave our ‘pop up’ Art Gallery on display for the month of November, so if 
you haven’t yet had a chance to come in and take a look, feel free to pop in at any time and 
we would be happy to let you have a look around.  
 
Staffing News 
 
Congratulations to Mrs Maggs on completing the Cardiff 
Half Marathon. What an achievement! We are so proud of 
you.  

                                   Congratulations to Mrs Kelly MacKay who was appointed by the 
Governing body on 22.10.18 as the permanent Deputy Headteacher.  
We are delighted to have officially completed the Leadership and Support 
team (LAST).  
 
Therefore, Miss Sarah Haynes will remain in Year 3 as the class teacher for 
the academic year. Congratulations to her.  
 
 
Open Afternoon Friday 5th October  
This was attended by over 70 parents and over 90% of parents were able to 
attend consultations. Thank you for your continued support.  



 
School Improvement Priorities 
 
Estyn recommendations December 2017  
R1 Improve pupils’ speaking skills in both English and Welsh.  

R2 Raise the standards of pupils’ reading and ICT skills. 

R3 Adapt teaching to meet the needs of all pupils consistently. 

R4 Ensure that the newly established leadership team implement improvement priorities 

successfully. 

R5 Improve the ability of governors to challenge school leaders effectively. 
 

Teaching and Learning 
● Ensure that the quality of 

teaching remains 
consistently good in all 
classes, always aiming 
for excellence.   

● Ensure that the 
‘Cwricwlwm Cymreig’ 
(Learning about being 
Welsh) is embedded and 
continue to develop the 
Welsh language with 
both staff and pupils.  

 

Criw Cymreig have started to work towards the Campus Cymraeg 
Award and have set the school targets for improvement and have 
created an action plan for the year, which they will be responsible for.  
 
We have introduced new ‘learning journals’ for all children to record 
their thematic learning, rather than traditional exercise books. This 
innovative way of recording the children’s learning will allow for 
greater flexibility and creativity and for the children to have more 
ownership over their work.  

 
 



Wellbeing and Attitudes to 
Learning  

● Develop Metacognition 
across the school and 
teach children how to be 
good at learning. E.g. 
remembering, putting in 
effort, staying motivated, 
persevering and 
celebrating success.  

● Improve our Family and 
Community engagement 
work, offering more 
opportunities for families 
to become involved in 
their children’s learning.  

● Partnering effectively 
with the local and wider 
community to enhance 
our children’s learning 
experiences.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A group of staff have created a ‘Professional Learning Community’ 
(PLC) in the school to explore the current available research about 
Metacognition. They have used this to develop a detailed plan of how 
we will support all children to be better learners.  
 
Our first Open afternoon was a success with over 70 parents 
attending. Thank you to our Year 6 children who did a great job at 
meeting, greeting and showing families around!  

 
 
Our Nursery Stay and Play session was well attended!  

 
All teachers are exploring links with agencies, visitors and local 
services to enhance the curriculum opportunities for our children.  
 
E.g. Year 3 recently visited Llanhilleth train station as part of the 
design aspect of their 
thematic learning. 
They had a train ride to 
Ebbw Vale and back. 
 
Year 5 recently visited 
Ysbyty Aneurin Bevan 
to enhance their 
learning around how 
the body works. They 
also found out more 
about the types of 
career the NHS 
canoffer. 



Standards and Curriculum 
● Ensure that we offer 

enriching experiences for 
all pupils and provide 
opportunities to extend 
those who demonstrate 
a particular talent or 
ability.  

● Embed our new whole 
school curriculum to 
include pupil research, 
problem-solving 
activities and encourage 
pupils to become 
independent learners.  

Improve opportunities for: 
● STEM (Science, 

technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics) 

● Humanities 
● Expressive Arts  

 

We have recently held and funded a rich and exciting Expressive Arts 
fortnight, during which time the children benefited from the expertise 
and creativity of a number of specialists in Art, Dance, Music and 
Drama. We were very excited to work with renowned artist Rhiannon 
Roberts and The Junk Orchestra, to name but a few.   
 
We have created a pop-up Art Gallery in the entrance to the school to 
celebrate the work.  

 



 

 
 

Care Support and Guidance 
● A Wellbeing Group, led 

by Mrs MacKay will 
develop a tool for 
tracking the holistic 
development of all of our 
learners. This will link to 
the work that we will do 
with our cluster of 
schools to support the 
wellbeing of all children 
in our local community. 

● Embed the systems we 
have in place for 
identifying children’s 
needs efficiently and the 
tracking of their learning 
and development. 

● Introduce Pupil Learning 
Reviews (PLRs) to involve 
pupils in reflecting on 
their own learning. 

We are celebrating good attendance weekly in assemblies. 
 

 
 
A group of staff have created a ‘Professional Learning Community’ 
(PLC) in the school and have started to develop a tool called a 
‘Wellbeing Web’ to help us to track and support the children’s 
wellbeing. This has been shared with the cluster of schools. Staff from 
Sofrydd and ALC 3-16 have joined us in developing this work. This will 
benefit many children, not just in our school, but in the wider 
community.  
 
Many staff are participating in an 8 week Mindfulness course after 
school.  



Leadership and Management 
● Ensure that the Leadership 

team continue to 
demonstrate excellence in 
their leadership roles, 
driving forward school 
improvement.   

● Develop the role of middle 
leaders in the school and 
leadership capacity at all 
levels.  

● Embed the good Governance 
practices we have 
introduced in the last year.  

● Develop the outdoor 
learning environment.  

All staff have a leadership target to work towards this year, including 
those not on the Leadership team. This is in line with the new 
Professional standards for teachers, as Leadership is an area for all. 
E.g. leading an area of learning such as Expressive Arts or leading 
training.  
 
Governors have met twice 05.09.18 and 22.10.18. The Finance 
Committee met 22.10.18. The AGM will take place on 07.11.18.  
 
Governors appointed Mrs Kelly Forrest MacKay to the position of 
Deputy Headteacher on 22.10.18. Congratulations to her. 
 
Mrs MacKay continues to be involved in the Welsh Government 
development of the new curriculum. 
 
Mrs Williams continues to support Estyn in developing a national self 
evaluation toolkit for Wales and the National Academy for 
Educational Leadership. These links are being shared with Blaenau 
Gwent Headteachers, meaning that up to date information is being 
shared across the local authority.  
 
We have recently commissioned a landscape architect to design plans 
for all of our outdoor areas and will keep you up to date on 
developments. 
 
Several pupil voice groups are currently developing their plans for the 
outdoor areas and Mrs Williams has given them a budget to buy 
resources to improve outdoor play.  

 
E safety  
In order to raise awareness of the important issue of keeping our children safe in their 
online activity, we have put together a list of useful resources to support parents and carers.  
 
We want to draw your attention to an app called ‘Live Me’ which is not appropriate for 
use by children. If your child has this app on any device it should be checked by a parent 
/carer for age appropriate use. We would advise that no child uses this app.  
 
Please be aware that many apps that can be easily downloaded at home by your children 
can be used by adults to chat and interact with them. Even seemingly innocent apps.  
 
Please can we urge all parents to be vigilant if your children use a smartphone, ipad or any 
other electronic device. In particular, checking the apps that they use and download 
regularly to ensure that they are age appropriate and that your children are engaging safely 
online with others if they are involved in e-chats/ forums.  
 
The following links are useful guides for parents and carers in keeping your children safe 



online.  
 
NSPCC Keeping Children Safe Online  
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-
safety/?fbclid=IwAR0rFjQDXvFn3urYb6fRKygCdM6Bm37g0drtKP-fohAzoXejVq0wbo3zc74 
 
 
Protecting Children from Online Grooming  
https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/online-
grooming/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw08XeBRC0ARIsAP_gaQBwNB44wwWrO4ymSZiFvefNekT-
OXB05RA4TjpZ0vVsZ7XNon1rQQ8aAtRUEALw_wcB 
 
 
Social Media checklists 
https://hwb.gov.wales/search?query=Instagram&strict=true&popupUri=%2FResource%2F6
29e1662-c5d6-4cca-b1dc-5889ebba48 
 
 
Reporting Concerns CEOP (Child Exploitation and Online Protection) 
https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/Should-I-make-a-report-to-CEOP-YP/ 
 

 
Dates for your Diary  
SCHOOL CLOSURE DATES 
 
October 2018 
 

29.10.18 
-02.11.18  

SCHOOL CLOSED HALF TERM  

 
November 2018 
 

05.11.18  NURSERY ONLY - CLOSED FOR INSET  

05.11.18  SCHOOL OPEN FOR RECEPTION - YEAR 6  
Start of second half term for Reception to Year 6 
Year 6 Visit to Crucial Crew Group 1 (Letters sent out) 
Year 5 Swimming Starts (Letters sent out) 

06.11.18  Start of second half term for Nursery  
Year 6 Visit to Crucial Crew Group 2 (Letters sent out) 

08.11.18  10:00-12:00 Cross country final x 1 of each Year 3, 4, 5, 6 finalists @ 
Abertillery Park (Letters sent out) 

09.11.18  2:00-3:00 Year 2 Genius Hour starts - parents and children  
 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/?fbclid=IwAR0rFjQDXvFn3urYb6fRKygCdM6Bm37g0drtKP-fohAzoXejVq0wbo3zc74
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/?fbclid=IwAR0rFjQDXvFn3urYb6fRKygCdM6Bm37g0drtKP-fohAzoXejVq0wbo3zc74
https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/online-grooming/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw08XeBRC0ARIsAP_gaQBwNB44wwWrO4ymSZiFvefNekT-OXB05RA4TjpZ0vVsZ7XNon1rQQ8aAtRUEALw_wcB
https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/online-grooming/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw08XeBRC0ARIsAP_gaQBwNB44wwWrO4ymSZiFvefNekT-OXB05RA4TjpZ0vVsZ7XNon1rQQ8aAtRUEALw_wcB
https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/online-grooming/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw08XeBRC0ARIsAP_gaQBwNB44wwWrO4ymSZiFvefNekT-OXB05RA4TjpZ0vVsZ7XNon1rQQ8aAtRUEALw_wcB
https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/online-grooming/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw08XeBRC0ARIsAP_gaQBwNB44wwWrO4ymSZiFvefNekT-OXB05RA4TjpZ0vVsZ7XNon1rQQ8aAtRUEALw_wcB
https://hwb.gov.wales/search?query=Instagram&strict=true&popupUri=%2FResource%2F629e1662-c5d6-4cca-b1dc-5889ebba4824
https://hwb.gov.wales/search?query=Instagram&strict=true&popupUri=%2FResource%2F629e1662-c5d6-4cca-b1dc-5889ebba4824
https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/Should-I-make-a-report-to-CEOP-YP/
https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/online-grooming/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw08XeBRC0ARIsAP_gaQBwNB44wwWrO4ymSZiFvefNekT-OXB05RA4TjpZ0vVsZ7XNon1rQQ8aAtRUEALw_wcB
https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/online-grooming/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw08XeBRC0ARIsAP_gaQBwNB44wwWrO4ymSZiFvefNekT-OXB05RA4TjpZ0vVsZ7XNon1rQQ8aAtRUEALw_wcB


Sunday 
11.11.18  

Sunday Remembrance Service @ Llanhilleth Institute  
Choir to perform. Letters to follow.  

12.11.18  Homework Hand in period starts  

16.11.18  Open Doors 2:30pm  

28.11.18  *CHANGE OF DATE Nasal Flu Spray for all children YR- Y4 

30.11.18  Mufti Day children can wear non-uniform in exchange for 
Chocolate and sweets for the School Christmas Fete  

30.11.18  Evening Christmas Tree Lighting Service Brynithel - Choir to perform 
- Details to be confirmed  

 
December 2018 - Christmas Fever Starts!  
 

05.12.18  3:30-5:30 Christmas Fete  

10.12.18  Homework Hand in period starts  

10.12.18  7:00pm Carols on the Square - Choir to perform. Details to be 
confirmed  

11.12.18  Reception / Y1 / Y2 Dress Rehearsal for Christmas Concert - 
School Hall  

12.12.18  KS2 Dress Rehearsal for Christmas Concert in conjunction with 
Upbeat Wales @ Llanhilleth Institute  

13.12.18  KS2 Dress Christmas Concert Performance 1 - in conjunction with 
Upbeat Wales @ Llanhilleth Institute 1:45-3:00 (Families can 
arrive from 1:30pm) 

14.12.18  9:45am-10:30am Nursery Nativity (in Nursery)  - Christmas 
Refreshments provided in the Family Room from 9:15am while you 
wait!  

14.12.18  1:45pm Reception / Y1 / Y2 Christmas Concert - School Hall  

17.12.18  KS2 Dress Christmas Concert Performance 2 - in conjunction with 
Upbeat Wales @ Llanhilleth Institute 1:45-3:00 (Families can 
arrive from 1:30pm)  

20.12.18  School Christmas Lunch  
Christmas Jumper Day - all children can wear a Christmas jumper / 
top/ T shirt or something sparkly. No school uniform needs to be 
worn on this day.  
Afternoon - Class Christmas Parties  



21.12.18  End of term  

January 2019  

07.01.19 Start of Spring term  

 
 
February 2019  

22.02.19 SCHOOL EISTEDDFOD  
End of half term  

25.02.19 -
01.03.19  

SCHOOL CLOSED HALF TERM  

 
 
March 2019 

04.03.19  Start of second half term  

 
 
April 2019 

12.04.19  End of Term  

15.09.19 -
26.09.19  

SCHOOL CLOSED EASTER HOLIDAYS  

29.04.19  Start of Summer term  

 
 
 
May 2019  
 

24.05.19  Last day of half term  

27.05.19 
-31.05.19  

SCHOOL CLOSED HALF TERM  

 
June 2019  
 

03.06.19   Start of second half of term 

 
 
July 2019 

19.07.19  End of Term  



22.07.19  SCHOOL CLOSED INSET Day No.5  

 
*One more INSET Day No.4 to be taken. Date to follow.  
 
 
 

 

 


