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St Petroc’s Post
Letter from the Headmaster

Diary Dates

Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope that you all found some time to enjoy the Bank Holiday weekend. I find that
it always feels a little strange having a shorter week afterwards. The weekend always
comes around so quickly, due to the fast pace of life that we lead here at St Petroc’s,
but this week seems to have been chased in even more remarkable fashion than
usual. Academic concentration has been high across all year groups and I have enjoyed
spending time in various classrooms throughout the Prep School during the week. Some
children are preparing for exams, others for assemblies and everyone for the St Petroc’s
Day celebrations that are fast approaching.
In addition to the goings-on in the Prep School, it has been lovely watching the Dolphins
children ‘training’ for their Sports Day on Thursday 23rd May. There are some super
quick children out there! The nature of the children and their drive to succeed is so
interesting to help inspire, witness, support and nurture. The building blocks are there
but, regardless of the exact details of the task, the children are superb at trying to reach
their own targets and this is evident in all year groups and settings.
It was again great to see the activities programme going ahead. A particular highlight
of the week was watching some of our Reception and Year 1 children come running
up to me, thrilled that they can now ride a bike. The confidence oozing from them was
amazing. In the same moment, one child rather proudly pulled out his hands, clutching
his stabilisers. He kindly offered them to me and said, “I don’t need them anymore, shall
we let someone else have them?”, which I thought was lovely!
We had a fantastic child-led WWF assembly this morning, from Year 1, Ms Croxall and
Miss Tye. The reading was clear and loud, and the facts were very ‘real’. It was amazing
and really moving to read the letters that the children from Year 1 had written to me,
as well as to our local MP Mr Scott Mann, to the Mayor of Bude and Stratton and to Sir
David Attenborough. Not only that but they received replies as well! This is a topic that
could not be more current, relevant and pertinent to the adults of tomorrow. We were
lucky to have a visit from the Mayor later this morning, as promised, and I would like to
thank Mayor Willingham for visiting the children and making them feel so special. Well
done Ms Croxall and Year 1!
I hope you all have a lovely and relaxing weekend; it looks like we'll be needing some
sun cream!
Ben Hilton
Fast Yn Mesk Tonnow
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Monday 20th May
KS2 Science Workshop

Thursday 23rd May
Prep School Class Photos
10:30 Dolphins' Sports
Day

Friday 24th May
St Petroc’s Day
Prep School break for
Half Term

Monday 3rd June
Summer
Term Resumes

Friday 14th June
Prep School Sports Day

Saturday 22nd June
Friends of St Petroc’s
Summer Fun Day
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St Petroc’s Post - Early Years
Little Turtles
The inside scoop
The Little Turtles have been super busy this week
welcoming new friends; a warm 'hello' to Imogen, Coco,
Delilah and Johnny. We have had lots of smiles and
giggles, which has been wonderful to see. The older
children have been practicing their scooping and pouring
skills, using spoons and pasta.

Sea Lions
A sensational time
Although we’ve had another short week, the Sea Lions
have managed to fit in lots of activities. Some of the
children helped Fi with planting out the plants that Anne
in the main office kindly gave us. Others have enjoyed
exploring the magical sensory bags made by Kimmie,
which the children described as: 'squishy', 'gooey', 'slimy'
and 'soft'. We also continued to talk about our emotions,
such as happy, sad, cross or excited.
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Dolphins
Team spirit
This week, the Dolphins have thoroughly enjoyed
listening to ‘Monsters Love Underpants’ and ‘Aliens
Love Underpants’, by Claire Freedman and Ben Cort.
They played in the role-play clothes shop, purchasing
different items of clothing and supporting each other to
try them on. The children also designed their own groovy
underpants using the four basic 2D shapes.
The Dolphins have been busy putting their Phonics
knowledge to good use and have had fun sounding
out the letters of their names, as well as tracing them
and trying to form the letters correctly. The children
have been practising hard for their Sports Day which,
weather permitting, will be held on Thursday 23rd May.
The children have been learning three races and shown
good team spirit, with the children working together and
cheering each other on.

Nightwalk
Fundraising for North Devon Hospice
On May 18th, some of the girls from all 3 Early Years
rooms, as well as Miss Tye, will be taking part in
'Nightwalk'. This is an 11 mile sponsored walk from
Bideford to Barnstaple, raising money for North Devon
Hospice. We’re hoping it’ll be a bit of fun, but would also
love to raise as much money as possible to support the
work of this important charity.
If you are able to sponsor us we'd be super grateful.
Please see our sponsor forms in the main School and in
the front foyer of Dolphins and Sea Lions. Money can be
handed to the School office or to any of the Early Years
staff.
We also have a virginmoneygiving.com fundraising page,
under the name 'Team St Petroc's'. Details can also be
found on the St Petroc’s Early Years Facebook page.
Thank you so much for your support.
Laura, Kimmie, Katie, Fi, Jess, Kayleigh, Shirley, Josie,
Tahira and Carol
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Reception
Fast learners
We have been having lots of fun with numbers this week.
We're learning how to subtract one single digit number
from another and having a go at writing a number
sentence. The children loved our subtraction car park,
where we needed to park the car with the answer in the
correct space. We have also enjoyed looking at insects
in our tuff tray. The children have been using magnifying
glasses to identify the insect, then looked through the
information books to try and find the name of the insect.
The children were also challenged to try and write its
name in chalk.
We have also been learning about Ramadan, which Radi
and his family are currently celebrating. We learnt about
fasting from sunrise to sunset, and other traditions like
the special foods that are eaten. We made some lanterns
to decorate the home and some star pictures. We also
enjoyed tasting some dates, which are a traditional food
for breaking the fast.

Year 1
The voyage continues...
Year 1 have juggled lots of activites this week in between
their classroom learning! Swimming, Bikeability and
WWF Day, not to mention planning the next treacherous
voyage for their Ancient Greek hero to overcome!
In Maths, they have been adding and subtracting an array
of 1 digit and 2 digit numbers. They have even extended
their addition, by adding 3 numbers together using
mental techniques.
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Years 2 & 3
London's Burning!
For their topic this half term, the children in Years 2 and 3
are learning about The Great Fire of London.
They have compared life today with that of 1666,
investigated how fires were fought then and now, and
looked at the different occupations people had.
Discovering how closely together the houses were built,
that they were built from wood and there was no fire
brigade like we now have, they soon realised how quickly
the fire had spread and why it burned for so long.
They made a timeline of events and, after comparing all
the facts, they all decided they wouldn't have liked to live
back in the olden days.

Year 4
Trip to Rosemoor
Year 4 had a wonderful time at RHS Rosemoor on
Thursday, learning all about photosynthesis and food
chains. The highlights were definitely all the creatures
they found and identified in the pond dipping activity.
This work is continuing back at school.
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Year 5
United in victory
As part of their Personal, Social, Health and Emotion
(PSHE) unit on Collaboration and Shared Goals, Year
5 had to work together to establish a charter, or set
of rules, which relate to collaboration within the
community. It covered how they want to live peaceably
together and how every member should work
collaboratively for the good of the whole community.
They started with a team activity where, using only 3
pieces of paper, they had to get their team from one side
of the hall to the other without touching the surrounding
floor space. Team 'Surf's up!' won, leaving team
'Community Girl Power' in their wake.
Year 5 also joined forces with Year 6 this week, to
practice their SPAG skills. They played games to reinforce
their knowledge of the terms and techniques that they
have been learning throughout the year. As usual, they
joined together enthusiastically and helped each other
when anyone got stuck.

Years 6 & 7
Beware the killer pigeons...
Years 6 and 7 were introduced to the process of
adaptation this week, continuing on from our previous
week's lesson on inheritance. After a 'hot and lively'
classroom discussion, it was clear that the pupils
were engaged with the topic and had some good
prior knowledge. We then took the lesson outside,
where each pair had to create a creature - either night
dwelling or day dwelling - focusing on their features
and the characteristics they needed to adapt to their
environment and habitat. We saw some great creations!
Large eyes to see at night, a UV filtering shell to protect
from the sun's rays and a thorny back to protect from
killer pigeons, to name just a few!
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Key Stage 2 Games
Story Yoga
As Athletics practice was rained-off on Wednesday, Ms
Croxall did some story yoga with the children. We ‘used
the force’ to journey through 'Star Wars Episode 4', and
then gathered resources and built our way through a
Minecraft game!

Stay & Play
Sewing in full swing!
The Stay and Play children have been concentrating on
their fine motor skills this afternoon. After a successful
WWF Day, Stay and Play are really enjoying making
African animals as their sewing activity. And we hope to
put an animal puppet show on next week!
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WWF Fundraising Day
Wild and wonderful
Year 1 hosted their WWF fundraising day today, raising
donations in the hope that their hard work will result in
patrols across the African wildlife reserves to prevent
poaching and trophy hunting.
During last term's topic on Africa, the children were
amazed by the animals they saw and researched. It made
them feel sad to then learn that many of these animals
are endangered and are at risk of not being around when
the children grow up. So we decided to act!

The children put on an assembly telling parents and
pupils about the interesting animal facts they learnt last
term and how we need to help conserve them for the
future. Later in the morning they had a visit from the
Mayor of Bude and Stratton, Bob Willingham, where Year
1 discussed poaching and how, if we stop buying statues
made of ivory, it may stop animals being killed.

The day ended with some storytelling. The Early Years
children came over and enjoyed an interactive telling of
'Harry and his Bucketful of Dinosaurs Go Wild'. Year 1
then organised a game of Zebra, Zebra, Tiger (a play on
Duck, Duck, Goose) and gave out lots of animal stickers
to all who participated in our wild and wonderful day.
Thank you to everyone who supported our day; we
raised a totally roarsome £80 for WWF!
St Petroc’s School, 40 Ocean View Road, Bude, Cornwall, EX23 8NJ
T: 01288 352876 • office@stpetrocs.com • www.stpetrocs.com

St Petroc’s Post - Events & Activities
The Friends of St Petroc’s
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