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St Petroc’s Post
Letter from The Headmaster

Diary Dates

Dear Parents and Carers,
It has been an excellent end to another week, where community spirit, team ethos and
being positive have been evident all around us. Sadly, we had to postpone our Key
Stage 2 Cross Country event, where we were expecting nearly 470 runners, due to the
wintry weather. This event is now scheduled for Friday 8th February and we hope the
numbers will be maintained. Typically, Bude was relatively fine but the surrounding
areas and the travel logistics for everyone involved were too difficult to overcome. I
would like to publicly thank Alex and the Bude RATs for their support, along with Tony
at the Cricket Club, because it was not easy to ensure the news was shared to everyone.
The sudden influx of snow yesterday afternoon meant we needed to call 20 schools
(some of which were closing themselves), as well as make sure that all our pupils and
staff made it home quickly but safely. It was no mean feat, so well done to all of you,
and thank you to the staff who volunteered to stay and look after children whose
parents were caught up in the travel chaos.
The week prior to yesterday was, as always, busy, energetic and enthusiastic. The
Dolphins Gymnastics is always an excellent start to the week and the improvements in
their functional movement and body control has been evident in a very short time. Such
activities, although considered as physical development, actually help to improve their
listening skills, as following instructions and team work are all entwined. I am certain
that this will help them all in the classroom, both in Dolphins and beyond in Reception.
It was lovely to hear that
the U11s performed so
well in their Netball and
Football fixtures in Truro
on Wednesday, being
given specific praise from
Mrs Lusty for their use of
space and skills as a team.
Fantastic stuff!

Monday 4th February
• Reception & Dolphins
visits to Budehaven
Wednesday 6th February
• ‘Fly To The Line’
Regional Finals
Friday 8th February
• 8:45am Class Assembly:
Year 1
• St Petroc’s Annual
Cross Country
Friday 15th February
• 8:45am Class Assembly:
Reception
• Break for Half Term
Wednesday 27th February
• Open Day
Thursday 28th February
• Open Day

Next week focuses on our commitment to STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and
Maths) skills, seeing some of the children designing their gliders and representing us at
the regional ‘Fly to the Line’ event. Mr Fox, Mrs Cole and I all share a passion for taking
learning outside of the classroom in a practical and hands-on way. Meanwhile, there
are rumours of astronauts landing in the Reception classroom, as part of their beautiful
topic work on Space, which culminates in the Year 1 Class Assembly next Friday...
Have a great weekend everyone.
Ben Hilton
Fast Yn Mesk Tonnow

St Petroc’s School, 40 Ocean View Road, Bude, Cornwall EX23 8NJ
T: 01288 352876 • office@stpetrocs.com • www.stpetrocs.com

Wednesday 13th March
• 7pm Songfest
Launceston Town Hall

St Petroc’s Post - Early Years
Little Turtles
Caring cuddles
What wonderfully kind and
caring children our Little
Turtles are becoming. We
have been practicing ‘kind
hands’ and the children
have been helping each
other, giving each other
fabulous cuddles and
showing care and concern
for others.

Sea Lions
Fin-tastic fun
This week Sea Lions have
gone ‘Under The Sea’. We
made some super cool shark
fin hats and danced to our
favourite song. I bet you
can’t guess what that is?! Do
do do do do do!
We have also turned our role
play area into an aquarium
so that we can spend time
with some amazing sea
creatures. We lie down
underneath and imagine
them swimming around us.

Dolphins
Terrific textures
This week the children have been busy exploring hair gel,
water and sand. They have had lots of fun playing with
dinosaurs in the different textures and building
enclosures for them using Duplo. We also played some
number games and identified numerals out of sequence.
Some of the children have been practising the ‘Bear
Hunt’ dance, ready for the obstacle course. During circle
time, the Dolphins spoke about their favourite season
and how they like to spend time in the different weather.
Developing self-confidence for life

St Petroc’s Post - Prep School
Reception
Lunar learners
This week we have been learning about the moon and
what a busy week it has been! We have been looking at
pictures of the surface of the moon and talking about
how the craters have been made.
We made a lunar landscape for small world play and
watched the footage of the 1969 moon landing, then
talked about how the astronauts felt when they stood on
the moon for the first time.
We have also looked at the different phases of the moon
and used a biscuit to help demonstrate how the shape
changes, which was great fun. There has also been talk
of aliens living on the moon but who knows...?!

Year 1
You can count on us
We have entered into the world of fairy tales in Year 1
this week! There has been all manner of exploration
going on, from listening to story books, drawing story
maps, watching eBooks and also sequencing well known
traditional tales from pictures and captions. We have
also been gathering interesting verbs and adjectives, as
well as practising capital letters and full stops ready for
our own creative writing next week!
Design Technology has continued to both inspire and
enthuse the children, as we constructed 3D moving
models of traditional windmills. After observing different
types of windmills - their uses and the materials they
were made from - the Year 1 children decorated their
templates, then carefully cut out and stuck the pieces
together to complete their working models. In Maths,
we have been counting on and back in 2s, 5s and 10s.
We have used objects and number lines to help us
understand how counting on and back can be used as a
method of addition and subtraction.
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St Petroc’s Post - Prep School
Years 2 & 3
Shape sorting
This week the focus for Years 2 and 3 has been 3D
shapes. Using hoops to make a Venn diagram, the
children sorted a variety of 3D shapes by their different
properties.
They compared the shapes to everyday items, finding
things around the classroom to match. Playing games,
making patterns and paper shapes for a display, has only
helped to reinforce their knowledge.

Year 4
Spectacular sporting aspirations
In our English, non-fiction unit, the children have been
exploring the big question: ‘What is the world’s most
incredible sport?’. Having looked at many, including BogSnorkelling, Cheese Rolling and Disc Golf, they decided
that Bossaball was their favourite. This is a mad mix of
Soccer and Volleyball, and is played on a giant inflatable
court with trampolines either side of the net. The referee
is a DJ who plays music during the game! Alexis is our
representative on the School Council and the class have
unanimously asked her to raise the possibility of having a
Bossaball court installed at St Petroc's!
We then looked at different genres of writing, identifying
the features of journalistic writing, commentary, nonchronological reports and also deciphered facts from
opinions.
Year 4 have been busy using their Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths skills to design, build and test fly
their model gliders. The cohort have progressed well and
are all speaking like true aerospace engineers. Ailerons,
air resistance, yaw, lift, pitch, keel effect, etc., are just a
few words being used to build and analyse their designs.
We have passed the modifying stage and the teams are
now busily, but meticulously, redesigning the prototypes.
Aerodynamics is playing a huge role in the process and
their ears are ringing with Mr Fox's repetitive reminder
"every millimetre counts!".
Next week, one team from Year 4 - and last year's School
winners from Year 5 - will be travelling to the Newquay
Aviation Centre for the regional finals. We wish them the
best of luck!
Developing self-confidence for life

St Petroc’s Post - Prep School
Year 5
Planetary posters
Year 5 are looking into the solar system and have been
busy finding out facts on all of our (Earth's) neighbours.
The pupils then applied their understanding of this
information to create some impressive posters!

Ed: "I found it interesting that Pluto isn't considered
to be a planet any more!"

Indigo: "I never knew that the Earth spun on an axis, I
found this interesting."

Evie: "The posters really helped us learn about the
different planets in our solar system and I was
surprised that it took thousands of Earth days for
Uranus to orbit the sun!"

Years 6 & 7

Up for debate
Years 6 and 7 have had a good week preparing for their
debate on ‘should guns be banned’, understanding the
roles of Chair, Proposition and Opposition. Being able to
politely listen to an opposing viewpoint, or even align
yourself with an argument that you may not agree with,
is a fantastic skill.
To represent that side with accuracy and professionalism
has made for some very interesting conversations and
sparked many examples of real life politics.
In addition to this articulation and public speaking, the
children also have delved into grammar and information
retrieval from text, giving clear and concise written
responses, as they prepare to bolster their written
portfolios by moving into their letter writing topic and
poetry next week.
In Maths, fractions revisited has proved tricky but the
group are working well and even managed to share a few
tips to help Year 4 this morning.
Well done !
Developing self-confidence for life

St Petroc’s Post - Events & Activities
Stay & Play
Can we build it? Yes, we can!
It’s been a busy and exciting couple of weeks in Stay and
Play and the children had been thoroughly spoilt with
their activities.
As Mr Hilton mentioned in his letter last week, one of the
activities was a team building exercise to see who could
build the highest tower. Team Cleo succeeded in the ‘Is it
taller than Mr Hilton’ challenge.
In our Science Club this week, the Stay and Play children
learned about liquid density, as they mixed different
fluids (washing-up liquid, honey, cooking oil and water)
and watched as they formed layers. They found that
honey sank to the bottom, while the cooking oil lay on
the top.
They began to understand that not all liquids are the
same weight (or have the same density). The addition of
an effervescent tablet made the liquids give a lava lamp
effect, as the bubbles travelled through the layers.

Wake up, shake up, warm up! Shaking off the winter chills in assembly on Friday

Silent Disco
An alarmingly good amount raised!
Thank you and well done to everyone who supported
and attended the recent Silent Disco at School, raising
funds for the new Bude ReFill Shop. The event raised the
great sum of £114.00. It was great to see all the children
enjoying the music and lights (but not the infamous
smoke machine… The least said about that the better!).
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St Petroc’s Post - Events & Activities
Cornwall Air Ambulance Blue Light Open Day
Cornwall Air Ambulance
will be opening its doors
for its first ever Blue Light
Day, on Sunday 24th
February 2019.
This unique fundraising
event will showcase the
work of the emergency
services working across
Cornwall and the Isles of
Scilly.
Representatives from
Devon & Cornwall Police,
Cornwall Fire and Rescue
Service, HM Coastguard,
the RNLI, Cornwall Blood
Bikes and others will be at
the event.
Visitors are set to enjoy a
fun day, which includes
demonstrations from the
emergency services,
where they’ll have the
chance to learn more
about the work they do,
including those people
who volunteer to keep
our community safe.
Entry is free but any
donations are welcome.

Developing self-confidence for life

