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St Petroc’s Post
Letter from The Headmaster

Diary Dates

Dear Parents and Carers,
It appears as though the weather-lords are adamant that our cross-country will not take
place this side of Half Term! With last week’s snow and this week’s gales and saturated
ground it was an easy, although not happy, decision to postpone the event again. It was
due to be one of the largest inter-school cross country days we have hosted but, on a
more positive note, we have had a wonderful week of practical learning throughout the
School. I thought the Year 1 Class assembly this morning was superb and that their
presentation skills are developing marvellously. Our Early Years children have been busy
celebrating Chinese New Year with some wonderful arts and crafts activities, and I’ve
seen many of them proudly heading home with a paper dragon in tow. In addition to
receiving their ‘fortunes’ and red-envelopes, the pupils also enjoyed learning about the
traditions of this international festival. It is so important for our children (who will be
‘global citizens’), to appreciate, understand and respect others and their cultures, as
well as define their own identities. I also enjoyed the excitement of our astronauts in
Reception yesterday, researching the surface of our rather wet and wind-swept planet!
On Tuesday we celebrated Safer Internet Day and the children took part in a special
assembly to recap the wonders and risks of the Internet. I would encourage you all to
talk to your child about their online habits while the topic is still fresh in their minds.
The theme this year was ‘Working together to make the Internet a better place’. Both
tolerance and consent play a key part in this and I was so impressed to hear a member
of Year 1 say how she would always ask permission before picking up and using her
mum’s phone or iPad, for games or watching YouTube. Tuesday morning also saw our
senior pupils engage in a fantastic debate over whether or not guns should be banned,
a culmination of our English unit on formal language, persuasion and debating skills.
Mrs Wood and Mrs Cole were very impressed with the level of sincerity and respect
with which our pupils addressed each other. The audience of Year 4 and Year 5 pupils
were impeccably behaved and asked some very insightful questions. Well done all!
On Wednesday, two teams of pupils from Year 4 and Year 5 attended the ‘Fly to the
Line’ Regional Final in Newquay. The children have been working hard in their Science
lessons to design model gliders and this practical STEM learning has really engaged
them. I’m proud to say we won first and second place so a huge ‘well done’ to our
young engineers of the future and good luck for the next round! Thursday afternoon
saw us host 4 football matches against Shebbear College. It was a fantastic afternoon of
both girls’ and boys’ football and it was lovely to see the girls playing so confidently
alongside the boys. Thank you to our fabulous catering team for an outstanding match
tea – it certainly was the cherry on top of a great afternoon of sport. What a week! We
are set for a rather nasty spell of gales and rain, so please keep safe and have a warm,
cosy and restful weekend.
Ben Hilton
Fast Yn Mesk Tonnow
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Friday 15th February
• 8:45am Class Assembly:
Reception
• Break for Half Term
Monday 25th February
• Prep School term
recommences
Wednesday 27th February
• Open Day
Thursday 28th February
• Open Day
Thursday 7th March
• World Book Day
Wednesday 13th March
• 7pm Songfest
Launceston Town Hall
Friday 15th March
• Comic Relief
Red Nose Day
Friday 22nd March
• 7:30pm Friends of
St Petroc’s Wine and
Wisdom

The Friends of St Petroc’s

100 Club
January winners

You’ve got to be in it to win it!

These are the latest lucky winners of the Friends of St
Petroc’s 100 Club:

If you’d like to be in with a chance of seeing your name
on the winners’ list in future, please email Karen via
clarkashton2011@gmail.com to see what numbers are
currently available.

1st

Alba: £58.00

Each number is £4 per month, £12 quarterly or £48 for
the year, which can be paid by cheque or standing order.

nd

Mrs E Priest: £35.00

This monthly draw raises valuable funds for the Friends
of St Petroc’s, as well as being a bit of fun and an
opportunity for members to win one of three monthly
cash sums.

rd

Jenny Westaway: £23.00

50% of the money received each month is the prize fund
and the remaining 50% is held in a separate account to
support the Friends’ fundraising for the School.
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Developing self-confidence for life

St Petroc’s Post - Early Years
Little Turtles
Love is in the air
We have had so much fun this week getting creatively
messy! Valentine’s Day is fast approaching and the
babies have been busy creating cards for their families.
Our younger friends have been creating patterns with
their fingers and the older babies have been ‘marbling’,
which is great fun and shaking the tin to make the balls
move was so exciting!

Sea Lions
A cracking time
In Sea Lions this week we’ve been celebrating Chinese
New Year. The children have made Chinese red gift
envelopes, with a special message inside, as well as some
colourful dragons.
They have also had fun using their senses, describing
what cooked noodles felt like. Jax said “wobbly”, Millie
said “sticky”, and other friends thought they looked good
enough to eat! We even tried prawn crackers.
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St Petroc’s Post - Early Years

Dolphins
Ready to order?
This week some of the Dolphins children were lucky
enough to take part in a special preschool ‘We’re Going
on a Bear Hunt’ themed obstacle course at Budehaven
Community School. The children demonstrated really
good listening, crawling, balancing, catching, walking and
running skills. They all joined in with various activities
depicting the different parts of the story. The Dolphins
would like to say a huge ‘thank you’ to everyone at
Budehaven for putting on such a fantastic event.
During circle time, we have talked about Chinese New
Year and celebrating the Year of the Pig. We decorated
fortune cookies and a special message was sent home to
wish every family good health and happiness for the year
ahead. The Dolphins also had lots of fun in the role play
area, which is now a Chinese restaurant! The children
worked together to make different meals.
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St Petroc’s Post - Prep School
Reception
One scoop or two…?!
The week started with an exciting trip to Budehaven for
a special ‘We’re going on a Bear Hunt’ event. We had a
great time crawling in and out of tunnels and caves,
looking for the bear.
When we got back to School, we changed the story to
‘We’re going on an Alien Hunt’, which has been great
fun. We then had a very exciting day when we
experienced life as an astronaut. We applied for a job
first and we had a chef, an engineer, some astronauts
and ‘the boss’! We then went on a mission to find alien
life on planet Saturn and we were very excited to find
signs of alien plant life. We watched a real astronaut
eating in space and then tasted real astronaut ice cream
and strawberries. They were delicious.

Year 1
An enchanting education
Year 1 have had a very hands-on week. They started with
a touch of splatter art, creating rainy day pictures which
were complete with umbrellas, wellies, raincoats and
other clothing suitable to wear in the wet weather.
Midweek saw the creation of wind toys, which can be
used to show us the direction of the wind. In Maths, Year
1 have been working together to match all sorts of 2D
shapes to their properties. They then ended the week
with an enchanting assembly of song, dance and role
play displaying the creativity and literary knowledge that
they have been learning through the exploration of fairy
tales.
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St Petroc’s Post - Prep School
Years 2 & 3
Whatever the weather
This half term’s topic for Years 2 and 3 has been the
weather, which the children have really embraced.
Each morning the temperature and rain fall is checked
and recorded, so that we can compare the weather
weekly.
Bar charts, picture graphs, line graphs and tally charts
are used to record their findings, and it would appear
that rain is mostly in evidence at the moment, which is a
little disappointing as the children were hoping it would
be snow!
This week we have made wind socks as we have learnt
about the Beaufort Scale and why it is important to know
which direction the wind is blowing.
Once positioned outside, we will be able to see for
ourselves the wind direction and also decide if we have a
gale force wind brewing.

Year 4

A challenge to get their teeth into...
To round off our Maths unit on fractions, Year 4 took
part in a Smarties Fraction Challenge.
They had to work out what fraction of the box each set
of coloured Smarties were, then simplify this to the
smallest equivalent fraction. They then solved a series of
word problems involving Smarties and fractions, before
writing their own brain teasers for their partners. Finally,
they got to eat their mathematical equipment!
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St Petroc’s Post - Prep School
Years 5, 6 & 7
The great debate
The pupils from Key Stage 2 held a live debate this week
on the subject 'should guns be banned?'.
Pupils from Years 6 and 7 applied their learning from this
term's English lessons to debate the given subject for an
audience of their Year 4 and Year 5 peers. Having studied
the roles of Chair, Proposition and Opposition, the pupils
showed that being able to politely listen to an opposing
viewpoint, or even align yourself with an argument that
you may not agree with, is a fantastic skill.
The children represented their respective sides of the
debate with accuracy and professionalism, and studying
the subject has made for some very interesting
conversations and sparked many examples of real life
politics. All the children joined in brilliantly, with some
great questions and challenges from the audience!
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St Petroc’s Post - Sport
U11s Football v Shebbear College
We were pleased to welcome our sister school
Shebbear College on Thursday for a combined Football
match and training session for both boys and girls.
There were four matches in total, with everyone having
a great time, and it was particularly gratifying to see the
girls playing with such skill and enthusiasm.

Match report - KS2 Boys
By Piran
We started off very well, with some amazing attacks by
Ben, Indigo, Isaac and myself. The first goal was scored
by Ben, then Isaac after that, and then a wonder goal by
Orlando. That was the first game, but in the second
game, Shebbear found their feet and had a lot of good
saves from Ayden.
Man of the Match: Ayden and Orlando
Thank you to Mr Hilton for umpiring.

Match report - KS2 Girls
By Evie and Lilly
St Petroc’s split up into two teams and so did Shebbear.
Our teams were green and yellow, their teams were pink
and black. The yellows played the blacks first, and the
greens played the pinks. In the yellows’ game, the ball
was going back and forth and no-one was scoring, and
the end score was 0-0.
The pink and black game went like this: It started off
going back and forth, until Lilly did a very hard kick to
Scarlett and she scored. Shebbear nearly scored against
us but Lilly saved it and the final score was 1-0. The other
two games were St Petroc’s v St Petroc’s and the final
score for that game was 2-1 to the greens. The greens
hadn’t lost a game yet. Then we did a big game of
Shebbear v St Petroc’s and everyone was playing very
strongly. The final score for that match was 1-1.
Thank you to Mr Fox for umpiring.
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St Petroc’s Post - Events & Activities
Stay & Play
A spoonful of soda...
Science in Stay and Play is so exciting these days! This
week, the children built volcanos in the garden using our
garden soil.

They made them erupt by adding varying quantities of
vinegar, food colouring and bicarbonate of soda. We
found that the most effective quantities were half a cup
of vinegar to one spoonful of soda and a few drops of
colouring.

A safety reminder!
Keep off the zig zags!
Please remember that the
zig zag ‘keep clear’ area
outside School is there to
protect our children and
is an important safety
feature, a message which
local Police Community
Support Officers are keen
to help promote.
This doesn’t just mean no
parking, it also means no
stopping, dropping-off or
picking-up. Any vehicle
stopped in this zone can
obscure another moving
vehicle approaching and
cause a hazard for your
child. Please keep it clear!
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St Petroc’s Post - Events & Activities
Fly to the Line - Regional Champions!
We’re off to the National Finals
Two teams, consisting of Year 4 and 5 children, headed
off to the Cornwall Aviation Heritage Centre this week to
compete in the Devon and Cornwall Fly to the Line
Regional Finals.
The competition is led by Dendrite, who organise STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths)
opportunities throughout the country, and consisted of
designing, building, test flying and modifying foam
gliders. Even though Mr Fox had been running this
challenge as a unit of Science back in School, the teams
were under tremendous pressure to get their gliders
completed.
Every millimetre counts!
As the other schools broke for lunch, St Petroc's plodded
on as Mr Fox, although unable to help with the overall
design, ensured that they measured, measured and
measured again so that the gliders were well balanced
and the best they could be.
After snagging a quick bit of lunch forced onto the
children (they didn't want to stop!), the test flying began
and it was a process of observing, analysing and
modifying the gliders.
Both teams, The Fly Highs and The Roasted Chickens,
made lots of changes to smooth out any glider rolls and
unfavourable pitch, that was not allowing the gliders to
fly to their full potential. Watching the other schools, it
was apparent that we were up against some strong
competition.

Developing self-confidence for life

St Petroc’s Post - Events & Activities
Fly to the Line - Regional Champions! (Continued)

The testing concluded, anticipation rose and it was time
to fly! Each team had three launches. The first two were
launched from an elastic catapult, fired by the organiser
of the event, and the last launch was hand thrown by
one of the children in each team.
After the first launch, the boys were joint top with
6.60m. The girls were just below with 6.30m. On the
second round of launches, every school increased their
distances and the nerves crept in!
The second launch saw the boys gain distance and crept
into the top spot with a distance of 7.30m! The girls also
increased their distance by 18cm. Woop!
It was down to the final 'hand throw.' Ed chose to throw
first and it traveled 7.15m, just falling short of their
previous launch.
Scarlett then stepped up - the last launch of the whole
competition and currently sitting in 5th place - and it
soared! And kept soaring! Finally landing at a winning
distance of 8m!!! The results were officially deliberated
and St Petroc's were awarded 1st and 2nd overall! We
were champions of Devon and Cornwall.
Next stop: RNAS Yeovilton, on the 28th March for the
National Finals.
Well done to all.
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St Petroc’s Post - Events & Activities
Fly to the Line - Regional Champions! (Continued)
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