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Diary Dates

Dear Parents and Carers,

I have been supporting our Year 6 children through their SATs examinations this week. 
We do currently still sit the end of Key Stage 2 tests but I have constantly reminded 
the children to remain relaxed and calm about these things. The reality is that there is 
a lot of focus on the significance of such milestones but, as I have said before and will 
say again, there is more to life than the result in a test. Especially a rather stringent and 
narrow looking one, and particularly when said test is assessing the previous 4 years 
of study (which is nearly half of their time on planet Earth!). I note the specific age of 
the pupils in such environments! However, we do explore other forms of standardised 
assessment and we will continue to do so, both throughout the Summer Term and into 
the next Academic Year. I am very proud of my pupils’ effort and the way they have 
applied themselves throughout the week. Well done Year 6. I wish you the very best of 
luck!

Elsewhere throughout the school, it has been great showing St Petroc’s off for what 
it does so well. Yesterday we welcomed Dr David Lamper, the Executive Headmaster 
of Kent College Canterbury; a fellow member of the MIST group. He was extremely 
impressed with our creative use of space and, in particular, how we have ensured we 
have dedicated teaching spaces for Art, Music, Drama, Cookery, Outdoor Learning 
and Sport. He loved walking through our Early Years and witnessing some of the 
Dolphins Preschool Yoga taking place. He also said that he felt very inspired to see our 
commitment to STEM projects and our younger engineers in the school, working on 
robotics and electric powered cars. Well done everyone!

Today, I had the pleasure of awarding Kaitlin a Headmaster’s Commendation, after 
she was specifically singled out by some visiting Games staff and parents of Shebbear 
College at their Cricket and Rounders fixture this week. Her manners and helpful 
attitude were so prevalent that both the parent and the member of teaching staff were 
so impressed, they commented on it after the fixture.

It has been lovely seeing our Dolphins using the field, preparing for their Sports Day next 
Thursday. I know running technique has been the constant topic of conversation in our 
house, as some Hiltons are more competitive than others!

I wish you all a very restful weekend and fingers crossed for another Cornwall victory in 
Devon on Saturday.

Ben Hilton
Fast Yn Mesk Tonnow

Monday 20th May
KS2 Science Workshop

Wednesday 22nd May
U11s Cricket & Rounders

v Truro Prep (A)

Thursday 23rd May
Prep School Class Photos

10:30am Dolphins' Sports 
Day

Friday 24th May
St Petroc’s Day

Prep School break for
Half Term

(No Stay & Play)

Monday 3rd June
Summer

Term Resumes

Tuesday 4th June
U10s Mixed Rounders

v West Buckland
& Shebbear (H)

Friday 14th June
Prep School Sports Day

Saturday 22nd June
Friends of St Petroc’s 

Summer Fun Day
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Little Turtles

Sea Lions

Turtle towers!

Taxi!

We've had another beautiful week, where the Little 
Turtles have been able to enjoy being outside! On 
Thursday afternoon we enjoyed a walk to the ducks and 
along the canal, and the rest of the week we have been 
able to explore the nursery garden, using the slide and 
bikes, as well as mark making on the chalk boards. When 
inside, we have been busy builders, using the builder's 
set and tools to practice our hand eye co-ordination, as 
well as using the large bricks to practice building towers. 
What clever children we have!

This week, the Sea Lions theme was land transport. The 
children have enjoyed painting using wheels, to make 
cars for our display. We also have a great Taxi Rank role 
play area, with a black cab from London and a yellow cab 
from the 'Big Apple NYC'. We watched some videos on 
YouTube of the taxis busily driving around the big cities, 
picking up people and taking them to their destination. 
Keeping with the yellow cabs theme, we made some 
yummy yellow car biscuits. The Sea Lions have also been 
enjoying the sunshine and mark making on the patio with 
water and paint brushes, which was fun. The sun erased 
them by drying it up so we could paint something new!
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Dolphins

Training for the big day

The Dolphins are very excited about their forthcoming 
Sports Day! They have been practising hard and cheering 
on their classmates.

During circle time, the children have been speaking about 
how they like to keep fit and healthy with their families. 
Some of them recorded their news in their books.

The Dolphins have also been enjoying the stories, ‘I 
want to Win’ by Tony Ross and Peppa Pig ‘Sports Day' 
throughout the week.

On Monday, the children enjoyed a visit from some 
Dental Nurses. The Dolphins demonstrated good listening 
and attention skills, learning about food that is good 
for their teeth. They were really pleased to receive a 
toothbrush and timer to keep their teeth clean and shiny.  

Nightwalk

Fundraising for North Devon Hospice

This Saturday, some of the girls from all 3 Early Years 
rooms, as well as Miss Tye, will be taking part in 
'Nightwalk'. This is an 11 mile sponsored walk from 
Bideford to Barnstaple, raising money for North Devon 
Hospice. We’re hoping it’ll be a bit of fun, but would also 
love to raise as much money as possible to support the 
work of this important charity.

If you are able to sponsor us we'd be super grateful. 
Please see our sponsor forms in the main School and in 
the front foyer of Dolphins and Sea Lions. Money can be 
handed to the School office or to any of the Early Years 
staff.

We also have a virginmoneygiving.com fundraising page, 
under the name 'Team St Petroc's'. Details can also be 
found on the St Petroc’s Early Years Facebook page.

Thank you so much for your support.

Laura, Kimmie, Katie, Fi, Jess, Kayleigh, Shirley, Josie, 
Tahira and Carol
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Reception

Year 1

Open wide

The Reception children enjoyed a visit from Vicky and 
Nicky (The Rhyming Dentists) on Monday.

With the help of Marcus the dinosaur, they were shown 
how to brush their teeth correctly for two minutes, twice 
a day.

Grayson volunteered to dress in dentist apparel and we 
all learned why the dentist wears a mask, gloves and 
glasses. The children also worked in groups to discuss 
which foods are good for our teeth and which ones are 
not.

We found out about which foods are suitable for us to 
eat as snack in between meals, such as carrot sticks, 
apple, bread sticks and crackers.

A big thank you to Vicky and Nicky from Bupa Dental 
Care on Stratton Road!

Year 1 have had a very sensory week. In Science, they 
have been discussing the properties of materials and 
the children have been introduced to terms such as 
brittle, durable, transparent, blunt, solid and many more! 
Just as in our English lessons, our ICT learning involved 
voyages this week. The children planned a holiday 
getaway and then jetted their Bee-Bots off to sunny, 
fun-filled climates. Year 1 have also made 3D models of 
Greek ships, similar to those on which Odysseus and his 
men would have sailed the sea. It took a lot of precision 
and there was a great air of teamwork throughout the 
classroom.

Voyage of discovery
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Years 2 & 3

Year 4

Weights and measures

The focus for Maths this week in Years 2 and 3 has been 
weighing and measuring. Using various items from the 
kitchen, they were all soon accurately reading the scales 
and completing their answer sheets correctly. Measuring 
liquid proved just as accurate although a little messier! 
Now we can look forward to cooking next half term, 
where, we hope, with accurate weighing and measuring 
everything will taste delicious.

The Year 4 children have been very busy this morning, 
delving into the complicated territory of how to use 
possessive apostrophes. It's a tricky business; singular 
possession was one thing but the challenge came when 
they tackled the plural possession rules. They did very 
well indeed! While they were in 'thinking mode', we 
followed on with a little bit of times tables practice. What 
better way to keep the grey matter flowing?! Year 4 all 
deserve a restful weekend!

Pondering plural apostrophes
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Year 5

Year 5 have been learning about Greek Myths this half 
term and have begun to innovate their own stories 
following a similar structure.

Creating gods and goddesses, embedding a moral and 
making sense of things we see today are all part of the 
tools needed to create a successful Greek Myth.

For inspiration for some of their senses, we took the 
lesson outside one day. The light rustling of grass, birds 
chirping happily and the sunshine warming their backs 
created a fabulous environment for their writing, albeit 
missing a chair or two!

These myths are still in the first draft stage, and will be 
edited and presented ready for reading by half term. 

What would your god or goddess look like? And what 
would its powers be?

Outdoor inspiration

Year 6 have completed their SATs exams this week. There 
was a mixed response to the papers. Some good, some 
bad and some medium, apparently! Some pupils enjoyed 
the reading papers more so than the SPaG questions. 
The general consensus was that the Problem Solving and 
Reasoning paper 2 was simpler than Paper 1, and most 
seemed to enjoy the Arithmetic - although time pressure 
can make you do strange things, so the children said!

Post exam SATisfaction!

Years 6 & 7
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Rounders

U9s Mixed v Kingsley

Year 4 had a wonderful mixed Rounders fixture away 
to Kingsley on Monday. The children started slowly but 
soon warmed up with some fantastic fielding from Isaac, 
Scarlett and Kaitlin. There was also some great bowling 
by Ralph. The first game was a draw 2-2, the second 
game the score was 4-2 to St Petroc's and the final game 
was 4.5-4 to St Petroc's. Well done everybody!

Cricket

U11s v Shebbear

Match report by Ruben

On Wednesday we played Shebbear U11s at home. 
We were batting well but always in the same direction, 
so they always managed to catch it. Aiden was Wicket 
Keeper and got loads of them out. I was partnered with 
Ingigo and between us we got 7 or 8 runs. The final score 
was 143-87 to Shebbear. We need to work on our batting 
for future matches.
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Rounders

U11s v Shebbear

Match report by Rosie R

It was the perfect sunny day to play our Rounders match 
against Shebbear. We started off with a little warm up 
game with mixed teams, which had a score of 6-5.5 
rounders to the team whose Captain was Evie.

Our real game between us and Shebbear went well, with 
great fielding from everyone, with some great sneaky 
hits, which was not what they were expecting.

When we were fielding, Evie did some great bowling, 
which saved us giving away half-rounders. And our 
dream triangle made up of myself, Evie, Charlotte and 
Lilly swapping around got a lot of people out before they 
even managed to get to first base!

Overall, the score was 5.5-4 to us. It was a great game; 
well done everyone and thank you Ms Croxall for 
umpiring.

Trampolining

Inter-club Trampolining Competition

A note of congratulations from Mr Hilton

On Sunday 12th May, Charlotte and Lilly competed in 
Totnes with their Trampolining Club. 

Charlotte performed her routine in the over 11s Panel 
1 group and won 1st place, and the Gold Medal. Her 
team's points gave them the Team Medal also. Charlotte 
is really pleased as there have been many 4th places 
prior to this.

Lilly performed her routine in the Under 13s Panel 2 
group.

She was in the lead until her last performance, when she 
bounced so high she slightly lost control of her landing. 
There are severe penalties for this, so she came 4th out 
ot 19 competitors - some of whom were much older.

Lilly has, however, won a Team Medal, as her team from 
Launceston swept the board!
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Art & Design

Stay & Play

Engineering project

Recently, we hosted some local children from other 
primary schools and were delighted to invite a major 
local employer from within the communications 
industry. We had Minecraft designers, code breakers 
and computer programmers and even an electrically 
charged foil key piano! The day culminated in a project 
for the children to design something that they feel will 
be the norm in 100 years. The equipment or item had 
to represent technology and crucially have some of the 
design elements listed.

First group have designed a ‘Smart Lensez’ concept, 
which is similar to a phone and takes some of the 
innovation from Google Glass, but goes one step further 
and is incorporated into an internet enabled contact lens 

and wireless ear piece. There are various add-ons for the 
product, such as ‘spy pack’ with night vision and perhaps 
a ‘kid's pack’ that has tracking software installed too.

Group 2's 'Smart Brain' fits snugly in your ear and is 
powered by the body's natural electrical impulses. You 
can think of a game and it will play it through wireless 
thought control and you turn on and turn off via a simple 
touch on your ear lobe.

This all sounds very interesting and I am sure that our 
local communications organisation will enjoy judging the 
finalists soon.

A prize of this is to be included in a time capsule that 
will be opened in 100 years! Good Luck Key Stage 2 
engineers.

Fun with flowers

Stay and Play have thoroughly enjoyed their Art this 
week from Georgia O’Keef.

They had to look at flowers through a magnifying glass 
and draw what they saw close up, concentrating on the 
fine details and learning names of part of the flower. 

They loved doing this!
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The Friends of St Petroc’s


