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Dear Parents and Carers,
It has been a delightful week at St Petroc’s Prep and Early Years. I am sure you will have
since heard of our wonderful Inspection News. It is available on the school website at
www.stpetrocs.com.
I am a big believer in you get what you put in and for what essentially is a relatively small
staff team, we could not have any better, in terms of their passion, commitment, drive
and ambition for the whole school and for the simple desire for our children to thrive
within it. We are incredibly lucky to have them here because they all do the extra bits
here or there, far beyond what is expected, in order to make the place ‘different’ to
elsewhere or more ‘special’ and that effort has quite rightly been recognised by the
Independent School’s Inspectorate (ISI).
I am even more thrilled to thank each of you, as parents and families connected to the
school because you also played your part. The inspection team of four were ‘blown away’
by the feedback submitted. We do not get to see it unfortunately but on all accounts
they were very impressed and so that affirms that our ‘community’ is different, better
connected and thus I see us as the St Petroc’s family, regardless of which setting you are
connected to at this moment in time. I would like to remind you all to get involved with
‘The Friends of St Petroc’s’. Help shape the future school improvements and events for
your children to experience.
We have lots still to do and we will not rest on our laurels, let me assure you. Already, we
have a schedule of works set for the Summer months, continuing both our internal and
external investment. Our new playground will be in next week! It was also fantastic to
hear that the building blocks put in place for our Little Turtles, travel seamlessly through
Sea Lions, continue into Dolphins and Reception onto Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2
helping develop such well-rounded young people. The messages, transitions and care
provided is bespoke and there is an attention to detail here, which is paramount to all
that we do. Children are individually nurtured to explore, create, thrive and flourish,
celebrate and commiserate together.
The children equally impressed the inspectors with their manners, academic effort,
general knowledge and overall confidence talking to adults in all age groups. This is not
always the case in other schools but for us, it is normal.
Seldom do we recognise how lucky we are and so as I say again, I am hugely proud of the
whole school community for their togetherness, identity and effort in ensuring St
Petroc’s School and Early Years continues to be a roaring success.
You are all outstanding!
Have a lovely weekend.
Ben
Fast Yn Mesk Tonnow

FORWARD DATES

Wednesday 27th June
2:00 pm
School Play

Thursday 28th June
6:00 pm
School Play

Friday 29th June
9:30 am Optional late
start

Information for parents

To whom it may concern,
We are inviting Schools across the nation to compete in the UK Schools Surf Championships scheduled for 16th and
17th July Fistral Beach, Newquay, Cornwall.
Last year we had over 40 schools and 150 students enter it was one of the biggest entries we have ever had. It is a
fantastic opportunity for the students to compete against some of the best surfers in the UK and to represent their school.
The event is broken into different category's based on age and gender to give surfers of all abilities the opportunity to
compete.
More information at https://ukprosurf.com/events/
Enter the competition? It’s simple…
1. Sign-up as a PRO MEMBER at www.ukprosurf.com
2. Log in to your account and go to the EVENTS page
3. Select UK Schools Surfing Championships 2018
4. Finally, register for the event
Extra notes: - PARENTS need to enter student unless over the age of 18 - Entries are now open and close Friday 13th
July - Contact us at info@ukprosurf.com or call us 01637 854854 for any questions you may have
Thanks,
The UKPSA Team

Early Years
This week the Little Turtles have been busy celebrating the summer solstice. We have painted suns with a
selection of textures which the children really enjoyed. We have also been encouraging sun safety by
wearing sun hats, cream and sun glasses so we can play safely in our garden to practise our football skills.

Sea Lions have been hit by football fever, where we have made a football pitch and designed our very own
kits. We’ve also made flags of all the participating teams.
The children have enjoyed using the musical instruments to try and make their own anthems.
COME ON ENGLAND!!!!!

Although the weather hasn’t been as kind this week we’ve made the most of it, going out as much as
possible. Whilst out in the garden we have been practising our football skills from goal keeper to shooter
with kicking and catching.
Meanwhile inside, the children are getting used to a new way of finding out which friends are in to play, by
finding their picture and placing it on a “Who’s here today?” register. The ball pool has been a great hit
where the children have been talking about and counting the different colours.

The Dolphins have enjoyed another fun packed week. The children really enjoyed playing with the gloop.
During circle time, the children spoke about their favourite underwater creatures. The following stories
have been shared: - ‘Barry the Fish with Fingers and the Hairy Scary Monster’. ‘Shark in the Dark’ and
‘Hooray for Fish’. Counting activities have been selected and colourful jellyfish created using tissue paper
and different coloured paint. The children were so creative!
Some of the children have enjoyed a game of football. Discussions have taken place about the World Cup
and the various teams and countries. Balloons were provided and the children demonstrated good
listening skills, passing the balloon around after listening to positional instructions.

Prep School
This week in Reception we have been continuing the children’s learning about ‘Under the Sea’. We have
been researching underwater creatures by looking at information books, then drawing, painting and
collaging them. We have continued to look at plastic pollution and its effect on sea life.
In English Literacy, we have been looking at the book ‘The Journey’ by Neil Griffiths, we then wrote our own
stories about a little boat going on a journey. We made boats from recycled materials and tested them to
see which ones floated and which ones sunk.
In Maths Numeracy, we have been looking at counting forwards and backwards from a given number using
the 100 square. Some of the children have really enjoyed challenging themselves and have been creating
their own number problems to solve.

Last Thursday, Years 1 and 2 went to Rosemoor to look at weaving and dying. The children were shown
various items of clothing that were made from different plants including cotton, linen and bamboo. The
children made a human loom where they helped to weave a reed mat.
We then ventured into the garden where the children chose various plants to press and hammer to create
a dye. They also had a go at making natural dyes using onion skins. This was a great success.

Back in the classroom the children have been reading the story The Pirates Next Door. They drew
themselves as pirates and used oil pastels to decorate.

Year 3 are slowly picking their way through a fictional, mystery novel called Ottoline and the Yellow Cat.
After each chapter, we have discussed the new clues and have begun making inferences and predictions on
what might happen next. On Monday, they all wrote their own questions to ask different characters in the
book. We all got into character and answered each other's questions. The class were great at adding
expression and using their own comprehension of the story to come up with their answers!

Year 4 have been looking at the features of biographies. In pairs they had five minutes to listen to their
partner’s life story from birth to present day before swapping over. They then had to write their partner’s
biography, remembering all the key facts and finally presenting it to the class in a “This Is Your Life”
television documentary way!

Year 4 also had a wonderful morning at Rosemoor, and were put through their paces from the second they
arrived. The day involved learning about the science of photosynthesis, the process of food chains and the
diversity that can be found in a normal garden pond.
John was fantastic at keeping the learning practical and it was hugely satisfying to see each and every pupil
reach that 'eureka' moment. They all thoroughly enjoyed their morning, returning to tell others all about it!
The follow up work in school will be to use the identifying sheets from the pond experiment to create a
food chain. We actually witnessed some of this first hand when the damsel fly nymph was eaten by the
dragonfly nymph and the beetle larvae ate a small stickleback fish!
Impeccable behaviour, as always, and their excitement from the day was palpable to the rest of the school
as they came back for afternoon lessons.

In PSHE, we have been discussing aspirations, Year 5 and 6 turned themselves in to superheroes to help
plan their super futures. They shared their hopes for their future careers adding what attributes they could
offer and why they thought they would be good at them. They have made a fantastic display, do come and
see it in their classroom. The higher level order of thinking on display has been excellent, very mature
indeed! Well done.

