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Diary Dates

Dear Parents and Carers,

So, we have reached another end to an academic year. Your children are another year 
older and, sadly, so are we! It is always a squeeze to cram everything into our busy 
programme and we do our very best to ensure that nothing is missed or forgotten. I 
think this week has highlighted the wonderful spirit within the school. We are seeing our 
Year 6 & 7 children ‘graduate’ from St Petroc’s, some of them after nearly 11 years with 
us. With a heavy heart, I say 'farewell' but I also have huge excitement for them, as they 
tackle the new adventures that lie ahead. I am so very proud of the children, for all they 
have achieved. I spoke to each of them, both at Speech Day and also on Wednesday, 
as I wished them well on their final day of primary school. For you, their parents, I do 
hope that you keep in touch because we have had a special partnership in caring for 
your children. You too have many friends here at the school, so do not become strangers 
as your children go on to flourish elsewhere. I am delighted for the children that are 
heading to Budehaven, St Joseph’s, Exeter Cathedral School and Shebbear College, 
continuing their educational journey within the MIST group, along with Truro High for 
Girls. Not to mention the nearly 40 Dolphins moving onto pastures new at our local 
primary schools. I wish you all the very best and hope that you have enjoyed your time 
with us. You will always be welcome here and I am delighted that you chose us to share 
your childhood. I hope it was a magical one.

There are so many milestones achieved here and, sometimes, significant ones can be 
easily overlooked. I am incredibly proud of our staff, throughout the whole school, for 
each playing instrumental roles in caring for, nurturing, teaching and challenging your 
children. When you attempt to list these, it is a daunting task… They include being 
dropped off as a baby or young child, ‘walking’ into the Early Years for the first time and 
being ‘brave’ when meeting their new key workers and teachers. From sitting at tables, 
using cutlery, tying shoelaces, doing buttons, zips and ties, to learning to plat a friend’s 
hair, do ponytails or complete your first cartwheel. Holding a pencil, writing your name, 
achieving your pen licence, a first musical grading or play performance,from a musical 
solo, to receiving your first certificate on Sports Day. The list continues, onto learning to 
swim, ride a bike, program a robot, make daisy chains, code computers, to orienteering 
and algebra! What an eventful and amazing journey! I am very proud to be able to be 
part of all of these milestones, and many, many more, and that is just THIS last year.

Have a wonderful Summer everyone. Children, never forget these milestones but please 
look forwards, upwards and achieve your dreams.

Ben Hilton
Fast Yn Mesk Tonnow

Friday 26th July
End of funded weeks

for Early Years term-time 
only children

Wednesday 4th
September

First Day of Term

100 Club Results

The latest lucky winners 
are:

1st: Benjamin V.

2nd: Mrs Hilton

3rd: Maddie V.
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Little Turtles

Sea Lions

The Little Turtles have had another super sunny week 
and lots of fun outdoors! We have really enjoyed playing 
in the sand tray, as well as using the large roller brushes 
to make marks on the black board.

At the end of the week, some of the children had a go at 
painting with leaves and twigs; they made some lovely 
colourful pictures.

Artistic adventures

This week the Sea Lions have been talking about growing. 
We planted some beans in a cup so we can watch as they 
start to germinate, before we take them home.

We have also been enjoying the continued beautiful 
weather, using our imaginations in the mud kitchen to 
cook pancakes and make cups of tea.

When the weather has been a little to hot to handle, 
we’ve taken some quiet time to look at books; some of 
Sea Lions favourites are 'Peppa Pig', 'The Gruffalo' and 
'Don’t Call Me Sweet'.

Al fresco cooking

Dolphins

This week the Dolphins have enjoyed learning about 
beach safety. They decorated different flags, learned 
about their significance and also had discussions about 
the safest flag displayed on the beach.

The Dolphins recalled how they should behave while 
at the beach with their families and learned about the 
RNLI and the amazing job the lifeguards do to keep the 
beaches safe.

The children have also enjoyed lots of water and sand 
play in the garden, taking advantage of the lovely 
weather.    

Safety first



We always enjoy taking children out on school trips and 
this year has been no exception. Early in the Autumn 
Term we visited the amazing Restormel Castle at 
Lostwithiel, where the children explored the ruins of the 
castle and dressed up in medieval costumes. The chain 
mail was particularly heavy! Rosemoor Gardens was 
our next outing. We used our senses and the children 
loved collecting flowers and herbs in a pot, mixing them 
together to make wonderful aromas!

At Newquay Zoo, they were fascinated by the huge turtle 
shell and showed a lot of love for the meerkats, after 
getting lost in the maze! The children also had a truly 
special moment at Bridgemill Farm, when excitement 
escalated as the children found more and more tiny frogs 
amongst the grasses in the field. Our last beach day of 
the school year found us team building and making sand 
settlements with Years 1, 2 and 3, which was followed by a 
welcome ice cream.

The children have been a credit to us, always well behaved 
and polite when out and about. Well done to all the 
Reception children; what a great year we have had.
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In this final edition of the St Petroc's Post 
for the academic year, we take a look back 
at just some of the many highlights from 

2018-19.

Exciting excursions

Mrs Cuff

This year has been fantastic and I have really enjoyed 
my time at St Petroc’s. I have learnt about some rather 
obscure things, especially at lunchtime, and now know all 
about ‘Bird Seed’, a ‘mega massive’ and ‘special’ biscuits!

We had a great time in class this year and it has been 
hard to choose my highlights. The first one has to be our 
Astronaut Day, as part of our ‘Space’ topic. It was so much 
fun dressing up as an astronaut, complete with papier 
mache helmets and jet packs! The jet packs were a bit 
of a trial, as it turns out glue guns don’t like sticking milk 
bottles to cardboard, but we solved it in the end!

I have also enjoyed using our outdoor learning space. 
Since my training course on how to light a camp fire 
properly (firelighters are not allowed!) there has been 
no stopping me. We have enjoyed story time and been 
read poems by Year 5 around the camp fire. It has been 
lovely to see the children using the natural environment 
to create and develop their imaginations. Inspired by their 
trip to Rosemoor, they have used their sense of smell to 
make potions in the garden with herbs and flowers. They 
have also used logs to create bug houses and a pirate ship!

What a brilliant time, I can’t wait to see what next year 
brings.

A variety of spaces!

Miss Calienda



Along with many curriculum based topics and activities, 
the children in Years 2 and 3 have certainly had a fun filled 
year. Not only have they worked hard, achieving a very 
high standard, but there have been many fun moments 
along the way. Serena had everyone, especially herself, in 
fits of giggles trying to shape clay into a lion's face. Lucas 
has kept everyone on their toes with his dance moves, 
particularly the floss, and during one of our Science 
lessons, Rosie-May thought it would be funny to pour 
water from a great height, with very splashy results.

We all laughed with Max when he suggested there might 
be ducks as we headed for Duckpool, but surprisingly 
there were a pair of ducks! While enjoying a trip to Bridge 
Mill, Benjamin had all of Key Stage 1 laughing by role 
playing The Gruffalo. His voice over and actions of the owl 
were a treat. Jude has wasted no time showing his fun 
side, happy to dance along with his class mates and throw 
a ball around the classroom during verbal Maths lessons. 
I'm sure his catching skills will improve!

All the children have achieved so much this year and 
have been an absolute pleasure to teach. I will miss 
them greatly but will watch them all with interest as they 
progress into Key Stage 2.
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Fun in Years 2 and 3

Mrs Biddlecombe

It has been such a wonderful and thrilling year with 
Year 1. Their character and enthusiasm had made each 
day so exciting and interesting. We’ve had some great 
experiences, from trips to Rosemoor, Newquay Zoo and 
the beach, to welcoming visitors such as the Mayor of 
Bude into our classroom to engage with our learning. The 
children have baked their way through the Bronze Age 
and adventured over Africa to find out about all manner 
of wild animals. The children have surprised me at every 
opportunity, with their positive attitudes, dedication and 
determination and exceeded all my expectations. I wish 
them a truly well-deserved and sensational summer break 
and look forward to hearing all about it in September.

Dedication and determination

Ms Croxall

• Mini bus trip to Restormel Castle with Mrs Chespy
• Singing the Dumb Dumb song with Mrs Cook
• Putting potatoes in the ground
• Cleaning the Art Room
• Being really cold out on the field!
• Jessica and my Buzz Lightyear poster

Miss Tye's highlights



The highlight of my year was the success at the regional 
Fly to the Line final, resulting in our invitation to the 
national finals. The winning at the regionals was a 
brilliant result; it was incredible to see the enjoyment 
and satisfaction from the children. My best part though, 
was the dedication and meticulous work the pupils put 
in throughout the day. As the other schools went off 
for lunch, the two St Petroc's teams carried on... This 
obviously worked in their favour as we got 1st and 2nd 
places. 

At the national finals, things didn't go completely our 
way but it was a huge achievement nonetheless. It's good 
to lose sometimes and the pupils were understandably 
disappointed. They didn't complain, they congratulated 
the winners and were all all great sports. They also learned 
quickly from their mistakes; if only we had a little longer!

I remember Mrs Hesnan coming in the next day saying 
that Scarlett was so engaged with the whole topic that 
she wanted to become an engineer. Well done to them all. 
There are more STEM topics in the pipeline!!
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Flying high in Year 5

Mr Fox

Well, what a super journey it's been with Year 4. I can 
honestly say I have enjoyed every minute with my class; 
they are such a wonderful group of children. We have 
overcome, conquered and accomplished such a lot in this 
academic year, whether it's on the stage and the sports 
field or during educational visits and assessments.

I wish the whole class well for starting Year 5 in September 
and have given each child an English booklet to dip in and 
out of over the next few weeks. I would also encourage 
them all to continue to practise their times tables, as well 
as to read a variety of books over the Summer break.  
However, I hope you and the children all have a truly 
wonderful Summer holiday.

Accomplished academics

Mrs Wood

• Fly to the Line at Fleet Air Arm Museum - such an
exciting day!

• Cross Country event at Shebbear with Ms Croxall - even
though it was wet the children gave it their all.

• Christmas lunch - a great occasion; everyone so excited
at such a great feast.

Mrs Rees' highlights
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There are so many things to talk about with this class, 
having had them for two years, but I would choose 
activity week as my main highlight. Seeing the children 
away from their parents and lots of their friends is a 
brave step. Watching them tentatively talking about the 
week ahead, to the nerves and tension of actually saying 
goodbye before arriving on Dartmoor, is a wonderful 
experience. In particular, their independence and sharing 
of the chores, and the alienated faces when I say ‘make 
your own breakfast’ and ‘which of you is doing the 
washing up?’ is a magical beginning to the week. Yet by 
the end of the week, the children were a functioning like 
a well-oiled machine, rooms are tidy, dishes are used, 
then washed, dried and even put away, without even a 
hint from me or the other staff. The Year 6 & 7 class are a 
special bunch and I thank them for listening, for learning 

Two years of wonderful memories

Mr Hilton

Fond farewells

End of Year Fun

and for embracing everything that we threw at them! 
I now feel incredibly guilty for giving them such a hard 
time in the first few weeks of Year 5. I got it wrong and I 
hope they soon forget ‘Grumpy Mr Hilton’ and remember 
the one that completed the high ropes course, took the 
leap of faith and lifted three of them and the instructor 
off the ground! Thanks for looking after me guys!
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Creative Arts has had a great representation this year. 
We began with 'Archie Dobson’s War', our moving and 
thoughtful tribute to those who fought and died in the 
1st World War. The play not only celebrated the sacrifice 
made by the soldiers but also celebrated the sterling 
spirit of the families left behind and demonstrated that 
war does not only affect those on the battlefields. The 
children approached the play with maturity and gave 
heartfelt performances.

Our second dramatic offering was a complete contrast, as 
we adventured with Peter Pan, Tinkerbell and the Darling 
family to Neverland. There, along with the Lost Boys and 
Indians, they battled Captain Hook and his Pirates. The 
children had great fun with this show and this shone 
through in their performances.

Although the music in the shows was great fun and 
totally appropriate to the respective shows, the children 
were exposed to even more styles with our other annual 
events. I was delighted that this year at Christmas, 
the children were able to showcase some of their 
instrumental skills. Our Instrumental department is lucky 
to have such skilled teachers and I always love the Spring 
Concert, which shows just how talented our children are.

Excellence all round

Mrs Cook

Singing continues to be a hugely important part of St 
Petroc’s and it was an absolute joy to take Key Stage 1 to 
the Wadebridge Festival this year. They did a marvellous 
job and I was very proud of them. For KS2, the emphasis 
during the Spring Term was on Songfest. This year was a 
particular highlight for me, as the focus was on the best 
tunes – the show tunes! The children threw themselves 
into the spirit with great enthusiasm and loved every 
minute of the performance at Launceston Town Hall.

Writing this all down makes me realise how lucky we are 
to have such talented and willing children at St Petroc’s. 
Not only do the children excel in the classroom and on 
the sports field but also in Performing Arts. It is a very 
special place that values such diversity.

Congratulations to Jessica for a fantastic speech 
yesterday as the new Head Girl of Shebbear College. We 
also send our praises to Toby, who becomes a Prefect at 
Shebbear. Further congratulations go to prize winners 
Freddie and Poppy, plus a special mention to Mitzi for 
another breathtaking musical performance. Well done to 
all our past Petrocians!

So many to congratulate!

Past Petrocians
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A day of celebration

Speech
Day
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Speech Day - a day of celebration
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Free Family Fun Festival

Saturday, 13th July 
from 2 to 6 pm 

in Bude  

Castle Grounds 

An event organised by 

 

Competitions  :  Inflatables  :  Cakes  :  Hot Dogs : Candy floss 
Face Painting  :  Games  :  Many Other Activities - all free! 
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Bude Heritage Day

Entry forms available from www.thecastlebude.org.uk


