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Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to the last St Petroc’s Post of this Half Term and what a wonderful start to the
school year these last few weeks have been! I have enjoyed opening our doors to so
many of you this week. The School is a hive of action and there is a real ‘buzz’ in the air.
Thank you to our Early Years parents who came across to look around on our Open
Days, and also for your kind feedback. Often, there is so much more to St Petroc’s than
meets the eye and it’s a pleasure to welcome people into the School to find out more.
It is funny how fast the weather changes in Bude and we have experienced many
extremes this week. Today and yesterday are in stark contrast to the beginning of the
week when the children were applying sun cream! Clearly, we are set for a stormy
weekend, so please take care of yourselves.
This week’s matches have been a great success and I was particularly impressed with
the willingness to teach the younger visitors from Kingsley. We shared a wonderful
coaching session and really demonstrated our knowledge and skillset. I hope that the
children took away with them some of the things that they learned from their
afternoon with us. I must also commend the U11 girls on their performance yesterday
in the netball – well done indeed.

FORWARD DATES
Wednesday 17th
October 2018
1.15pm Beach Clean
3:30pm Prep School
Break for Half Term
Monday 29th
October 2018
Return from Half
Term break
Saturday 3rd
November

The school photos seemed to go without a hitch and the children were looking
absolutely delightful. It was a close call between Zach and myself regarding who had the
best haircut but I’m confident that it was me. Zach, however, says otherwise!

Fireworks

The younger children ended their week joining us for this morning’s assembly to
celebrate Harvest Festival. I often emphasise this but will say it once again – our
‘normal’ is not everyone else’s ‘normal’. To see a child-led assembly across three
different year groups, involving public speaking, drama and a little celebratory ‘bake off’
is quite astounding. Deacon Debbie Marsh from the Methodist Church was delighted to
see so many children come together to think of others in our local area that are less
fortunate. Sue from Bude Food Bank received our collection and our Year 6 children
even helped load the donations into the waiting car. The Dolphins and Sea Lions were
also with us in the Main Hall and enjoyed singing along to ‘Autumn Leaves’ and ‘Fluffy
Cauliflowers’! What a great advert for our St Petroc’s community.

Friday 9th
November 2018

Thank you everyone, for a brilliant start to the academic year. I am very proud of the
children for their efforts so far but also for the way they have welcomed the new
families and classmates into the school. It is an exciting time to become a Petrocian.
I hope to pass on my wooden spoon at the Wine and Wisdom this evening! Good luck to
those of you joining us and wishing everyone a great weekend.
Ben Hilton
Fast Yn Mesk Tonnow

Love in a Box
donations deadline

Information for Parents and Carers
100 Club
Thank you to all the supporters of the Friends of St Petroc’s 100 Club, which helps raise valuable funds as
well as being a bit of fun and providing the opportunity to win one of at least three cash prizes every
month. A grand prize draw was held today and our congratulations go to the following lucky people:

August:
1st Miss Britten
2nd Miss Tye
3rd Ben & Maddie

Members are allocated a number (1-100) in return for a donation of £4 per month. 50% of the money
received each month will be returned to holders of that month’s lucky numbers as cash prizes, with the
remaining 50% held in a separate account. These draws had first prizes of £60, second prizes of £36 and
third prizes of £24 so, if you fancy trying your luck, why not sign up?

New Playground Markings
Wet breaks don’t stop St Petroc’s getting out and
about!
Great to see the playground that was jointly funded
by the Friends of St Petroc’s being so well used this
term.

Love in a Box
Please join us in supporting the Mustard Seed Relief Mission’s ‘Love in a Box’ collection this year, to send
much-needed items to under-privileged children in Eastern Europe this Christmas. Below are some
suggestions of what you could put in your box(es), according to the age of the recipient.
Please note: all boxes need to be brought in by Friday 9th November ready for collection by MSRM.

Early Years
Oh the fun the Little Turtles have had, finding puddles to jump in and make big splashes! We have been
very lucky to be able to get out and about exploring this week and the babies have been super clever
practicing new words to add to their ever-increasing vocabularies. They have also been using these words
at home, making everyone very proud.
The Little Turtles have also been investigating all things yellow and blue. They have loved sitting in the mini
ball pit and have used Duplo bricks dipped in paint to make marks. They have also loved building towers
with the large Lego.
A super busy week for our little explorers!

This week in Sea Lions, the children have been exploring the topic of vehicles. They have been making
different tracks through the foam in the big tray, exploring the different sized marks, and the children are
currently in the process of creating a large bus and train to display in our classroom.
In the role play area, we have a garage set up, where the children have been practicing their mechanical
skills, ‘fixing and mending’ all different types of vehicles.
During Song Time, the children have enjoyed setting up their own bus using the chairs, then singing and
following the actions to ‘The Wheels on the Bus’.

This Dolphins have been busy preparing snacks for their classmates this week and have spoken about their
favourite fruit, colour and shape.

We have also had some budding mini beast
explorers searching the garden for
caterpillars.
Lots of discussion took place about the
texture, colour and size of the caterpillars
found on the leaves.
All the children requested the book ‘The
Very Hungry Caterpillar’, by Eric Carle.
Some of the Dolphins had lots of fun learning to do an African dance. They carefully listened to instructions
and followed the different steps.

Prep School
If you visit Reception this week be careful as you might find some prickly
hedgehogs! We learnt the 'h' sound and, to help us remember, we have
made hedgehogs in different ways.
The children were able to experience using clay to mould and shape
hedgehogs, before adding wooden spikes.
We had a playdough table, with a variety of materials the children could
choose from to make a hedgehog, and they then had to count how
many spikes their hedgehog had.
We also did some baking and made hedgehog bread. It was a very sticky
mixture and we learnt about yeast, the magic ingredient that helps
bread to grow.
The rolls were fantastic until Miss Calienda accidentally grilled them
instead of baked them! Oops...!
We have also been using ‘The Little Red Hen’ story in Literacy and the
children have learnt some of the story by heart.
We have also been talking about how we can be more helpful, both at
School and at home.

This week Year 1 have been focussing on the castle
topic after our trip last week.
The children all listened to the story of ‘Sleeping
Beauty’, and then created their own page from the
story using speech bubbles. The children came up
with some great ideas and they were all encouraged
to paint their own backgrounds.
Maths lessons have revolved around sorting and
number order.
What a busy week!

Years 2 and 3 have had a very busy week, continuing
their exploration of fairy tales through their learning.
In English, they have practised how to put dialogue
into their story-telling, using speech bubbles in
illustrations and speech marks in their writing.
Then, in Science, they each designed a boat they
hoped would carry 12 princesses across a lake to
their underground castle.
We decided that our plastic boat was the most
effective, as the material was waterproof, strong and
could be moulded into a good boat shape.

In Year 4 Science, the pupils have moved on from
their digestion topic and have taken a closer look at
teeth.
We spent Thursday’s lesson setting up a practical
experiment to find out which liquid would increase
tooth decay the most and which one would cause the
least amount of decay.
To make the test fair, the class had to consider four
variables to keep the same and one variable to
change.
With outstanding teamwork, the beakers were filled
with 200ml of liquid and the boiled eggs were slowly
lowered into them.
We now need to sit tight until after Half Term to
reveal the results. I wonder what we'll find and what
lessons will be learned from the results…?

Why not have some fun practising
your times tables over Half Term?
We can’t emphasise enough how important times tables are for all age groups,
so practising them is always time well spent.
Just five minutes a day would make all the difference and there are some fun
games on Top Marks that children can play on:
www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button

Year 5 have been working in groups to create a large piece of artwork to commemorate the end of World
War One. Hopefully one of the pieces will be chosen to represent the School at 'The New Dawn ' display in
The Castle.

The Year 5 pupils were so inspired by authors Ross Montgomery and
Vivian French last week that we had to take them up on some of their
challenges.
Seren completed the short story 'The Dragon Has Run Out of
Blackberry Pies', which was Vivian's challenge. The story is packed full
of adventure and deceit and is well worth a read!
The whole class were then involved with Ross' challenge to write an
impossible title for a story.
The titles were put into Mr Fox's Mystery Box and picked out, one by
one, by the pupils.
The class were then challenged to write a short story, relating to the
title they had picked.
Wow – Year 5 have some fantastic imagination!
Year 6 and 7 have enjoyed a wonderful week learning about story boards, flashbacks and sequences. In
particular, focussing on the powerful book ‘The Eye of the Wolf’, discussing captivity from the viewpoint of
the animal!
In addition to their classroom reading, the children have also been taking full advantage of the ICT Suite
and immersing themselves in digital stories, allocated according to their interest level and reading ability.
They particularly enjoy the sound effects!
Whereas, in their maths lessons, the class have been investigating missing factors and numbers, within the
world of Algebraic function. Mr Hilton was very impressed with the knowledge they had retained from their
initial introductions last year.

Algebra question:
10c x 10 = 6b + 4c + 6
b = ……
c = ……

New Sign
Mr Hilton and Year 6 are very grateful to Budehaven
Design Department for helping create this wonderful
3 dimensional School badge.
We are looking forward to displaying it very soon in
the entrance hall.
Year 6 enjoyed discussing the designs,
techniques, materials and manufacturing process
that have been used to make this beautiful piece of
artwork.

Harvest Festival Assembly
Sue Jarvis from Bude Food Bank joined us at our Harvest Festival Assembly this morning and sends huge
thanks for everyone’s donations, which you can see Year 6 helping to load up here.

The whole School came together for the blessing and thanks, led by Deacon Debbie Marsh, and to share in
thoughts of those who are less fortunate that ourselves. Bude Food Bank helped nearly 900 people
experiencing food poverty in our very own community last year!

‘Archie Dobson’s War’
The Key Stage 2 children are working very hard on their play, ‘Archie Dobson’s War’, to
mark the centenary of the end of World War One.
Please could they make sure they are as familiar with their lines as possible.
Most children don't have very many and those that do are making a great effort! A Word
Push over the half term would be great!

Beach Clean
Join us for beach clean at Crooklets Beach on Wednesday 17th October! We’ll be meeting-up at Rosie’s Café
at 1:15pm and all parents, carers, children and family members are welcome to join us.

Match Report: U9s Netball fixture v Kingsley, Monday 8th October
By Lexi
On Monday we played a match against Kingsley School. We won the toss-up and had the first centre pass.
We all played very well in the first half and won 1-0 to us. But in the next half Kingsley got first centre pass.
Kingsley were playing very well in the second half, getting into space very well. We won in the second half,
2-0 to us and I got Player of the Match. It was a really fun match and thank you to Mrs Cole for umpiring.

Match Report: U9s Rugby fixture v Kingsley, Monday 8th October
By Isaac
It was Kingsley Year 3 and we gave them loads of advantages. They were OK – they haven’t played much
before, so we helped coach them lots. We were by far the stronger team but we kept the score to 7-3. Mr
Hilton said that I was Player of the Match for good use of space.

Match Report: U11s Netball fixture v Shebbear College, Thursday 11th October
By Seren
We won the toss,
And started off well.
We got it to our D,
And there went the bell.
We scored a goal,
It went in quick.
But Shebbear didn’t miss a trick.
They scored one back,
And all was square.
It was time to up the St Petroc’s flair.
The game was even,
And we thought we would draw.
Then Lilly went and scored three more!
The final score was 5-3 to us,
We celebrated on the bus.

Match Report: U11s Rugby fixture v Shebbear College, Thursday 11th October
By Ayden
On Thursday we hosted Shebbear College in an inter-school Rugby match. We chose to play downfield.
Shebbear were very strong in the rucks and they were fast too. With an overall score of 4-1 to Shebbear
and Zach scoring our only try. Well done to the team for trying so hard. We are getting much better.
P.S. The biscuits were delicious!

