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Dear Parents and Carers,
Happy International Peace Day 2018! There are a number of worldwide gatherings to
come together in unison for this day of thought provocation. This morning, the children
in the School sang and shared a moment of thought for the different areas around the
world that are affected by conflict and displacement. In the words of Mother Teresa,
“Peace only begins with a smile” and we can all share one of those!
The week at School has, as always, been a melting pot of creativity. We have seen the
delightful displays within the School begin to ‘come alive’ with pupils’ work. The Early
Years settings are in full swing, with the staff enjoying the children’s curiosity. They
have begun their various activities too and it was great to see the Yoga, Swimming,
Tennis and Music first hand. If you would like the details, ask a member of staff and
please sign up soon to avoid missing out. I also would like to thank the coaches and
instructors for allowing some free tasters for our children. It is truly amazing what the
children here are capable of. Aside from this, I have seen castles created and the role
playing of giants and stories that really come to life across our Foundation Stage. Well
done everyone! It is such a wonderful thing to watch develop and grow.
I would also like to reach out and invite you all to become involved with The Friends of
St Petroc’s. If you want to help shape and influence the opportunities here, please get
in contact. There are a number of events and ways in which you can volunteer and be
part of the School community. This is open to Early Years parents too, so please contact
the Office if you would like to know more information.
The upper Key Stage 2 children have been amazing me with their knowledge on Coding,
(both block and Javascript) and the differences between each. They have been using
Microbits and Chromebooks, Beebots and Lego Mindstorms to explore their creativity,
while also developing their Phonics sounds and practising their Handwriting. All this on
top of a multitude of poetry, similes, metaphors and cementing their understanding of
place value and inverse operations in Mathematics. A sprinkling of SPaG and a Music
background too. Oh, and a Netball tournament! Not a bad week of well-rounded,
holistic and wide reaching education.
Have a great weekend everyone.
Ben Hilton
Fast Yn Mesk Tonnow

FORWARD DATES
Wednesday 26th
September 2018
Years 4-7 visit to
Cornwall at War
Museum
Friday 28th
September 2018
3pm Macmillan Coffee
Afternoon
Tuesday 2nd
October 2018
8:40am Friends of St
Petroc’s Meeting
Wednesday 17th
October 2018
3:30pm Prep School
Break for Half Term

Information for parents
Important: New parking rules
Please be advised that a new Traffic Regulation Order came into effect on 4th September which means
drivers face a £70 Penalty Charge Notice if they stop or park at any time on the zig-zag ‘keep clear zone’
outside schools. This includes dropping-off and picking-up, not just parking. Further details are given in
this statement by Cornwall Council:
School safety a top priority as new parking rules come into effect
Parents dropping their children off to class and stopping in their school’s ‘keep clear zone’ could
face penalty notices as new tougher parking rules come into operation. A new Traffic Regulation
Order come into effect on Tuesday, September 4, making it an offence to stop or park on the
markings at any time, even to drop off or pick up passengers. The zones are marked off to keep
the space outside of schools free from parked vehicles so that children can be seen more easily
when crossing the road. They also help to provide a clear field of vision for other vulnerable road
users when they are crossing the road.
From the start of the new school year, any vehicle parked on these markings may be issued with a
Penalty Charge Notice of £70. Cornwall Council and CORMAC has been working with schools,
residents and local councillors across Cornwall over the last 18 months to review the existing zigzag markings outside schools. Geoff Brown, Portfolio Holder for Transport, said: “It is vital that we
adhere to and enforce the no stopping zones outside our schools, as nothing is more important
than the safety of our children.”

The Friends of St Petroc’s
The Friends of St Petroc’s School were originally formed in 1971 and are an extremely committed group of
parents who organise numerous fundraising events and activities throughout the school year. Some of
these events raise funds for the school. The funds raised have enabled St Petroc’s to purchase many
additional resources and support numerous developments over the years.
Recently the funds raised by the Friends have allowed the school to purchase new reading books, a
selection of musical instruments and toys for the Early Years.
If you would like to help or join the Friends please contact the Chair of the Friends’ Committee, Suzie
Greenaway.
The next Friends meeting will be at 8:40am on Tuesday 2nd October.
Macmillan Coffee Afternoon
The Friends of St Petroc’s are holding a Coffee Afternoon in support of Macmillan on Friday 28th September.
All are welcome to join the Friends at this ‘meet and greet’ social event, which will take place at 3pm in the
Reception Garden (weather permitting).
Join the 100 Club
The Friends of St Petroc’s have set up a monthly draw to help raise valuable funds as well as being a bit of
fun and providing the opportunity to win one of at least three cash prizes every month!
Members are allocated a number (1-100) in return for a donation of £4 per month. 50% of the money
received each month will be returned to holders of that month’s lucky numbers as cash prizes, with the
remaining 50% held in a separate account.

Early Years
This week the Little Turtles have been embracing the change in seasons, they have said a warm hello to
Autumn and the babies have been busy exploring the Autumn corner with woodland animals and natural
materials.
The Little Turtles’ minds and fingers are always working very hard, investigating lots of different things.

This week the Sea Lions have been learning about primary colours and shapes. We have enjoyed making
potato print paintings for our classroom displays and also some free-style shape pictures, which will be
displayed in the front foyer so please keep an eye out!
Some of the Sea Lions tested out their fine motor skills using the multi coloured pegs, placing them into the
special boards to form their very own patterns.
Even though the weather is beginning to turn, we have taken every opportunity to embrace the outside
space. The children have practiced balancing on the assorted shapes we made using the balance beam and
stepping stones.
We would also like to welcome back all the older Sea Lions, along with our new intake from Little Turtles
and outside the setting. They have all settled in and it’s like they’ve always been here.

The Dolphins have enjoyed lots of fairy tales this week and we were so proud of their listening and
concentration skills. The children worked as a team and collectively made the decision to turn the role-play
area into a giant’s castle. They had lots of fun sticking and gluing to make a giant beanstalk, clouds and
walls for the castle, then they identified big and small objects and sorted them into the correct categories.
The Dolphins then played dominoes and identified 2D and 3D shapes, before using the shapes to design
their own castles. The children have also participated in imaginative play and made up stories using the
knights and castle.

Prep School
This week Reception Class have been focusing on the
story Owl Babies. They have listened to the story and
are able to talk about the key events.
They have also been sharing their knowledge of owls,
including watching some real owls on the interactive
whiteboard.
Some children worked together to make a nest for
the class owls using real leaves, twigs and feathers.
We have been continuing to practice recognising and
writing our names, thinking about the order of the
letters.

Year One had their first show and tell session last
Friday, which was quite a mammoth event. Isabel
brought in her 'Beads of Courage'. This is a very long
string of beads which she has collected while visiting
the hospital. Isabel has been given a different bead
after every treatment and, as you can see, there are a
lot of beads. The children loved listening to Isabel's
story and couldn't believe just how long the string
was.
In Art the children have made their own scratch
pictures using crayons and paint. This was great fun
and a bit of a messy job.
Maths is also well under way and number bonds to
ten have started. What a busy week it's been!
This half term, during their Science lessons, the
children in Year 2 and Year 3 are investigating
different materials and their properties.
They have looked at a selection of materials,
categorising them in a variety of different ways, but
possibly the most fun was making gloop.
Mixing water with cornflour, they observed the
changes that occurred but mostly they just enjoyed
playing with it!

Year 4 built moving satellites in their Computing lesson this week. The pupils worked collaboratively to
build the satellites from our new Lego WeDo 2.0 kits and used the integrated software to code the models
to spin for a certain number of seconds before changing direction.
Once the pupils had grasped the idea of the code they set themselves the challenge of making the satellites
dance to George Ezra! Their funky little satellites then danced together using loops in code to repeat. Mrs
Cole was thrilled to see the pupils reapplying knowledge from last week and making the smart hubs change
colour in time to the beat. The class discussed the skills learnt throughout this type of play and inquiry
approach to learning and also spoke about the importance of Computational Thinking in modern education
- using technology to enhance our thinking, learning and interpersonal skills. What a great lesson and lots
of exciting ideas!

Year 5 have begun their topic on forces by investigating with toy cars.
During their 'mini' experiment, they had to investigate the forces
involved when a car was pushed off of a table.
They had to record their observations by drawing arrows,
representing the direction and strength of the forces in action.
Gravity, friction, air resistance and pushing were all discussed and
applied to their work.
Our next couple of lessons will look at gravity in more depth.

Year 6 have also been enjoying Science and have
been studying the human circulatory system. The
pupils have been looking at the features and the
functions of our hearts.
This week, we took a closer look at the make-up of
our blood, identifying the 4 main parts, their
quantities and their primary purposes; they even
made their own - drinkable - blood!

Match report: U11 Netball Tournament at St Joseph’s School
By Rosie
On Wednesday we hopped on the bus and headed to
St Joseph’s School.
Our first game was against Truro. In the first couple
of minutes we got a chance to score but of course the
weather let us down and it was really windy so we
missed. We had the ball down our end a lot but we
just couldn’t get goals in. The end score to that match
was 0-0.
Our next game was against Harrowbarrow School.
We won the toss and chose to start. The ball was
going back and forth and no-one was getting any
goals in. The end score was 0-0 again.
Our next match was against St Joseph’s X. We had a change-around of positions and that worked better.
Ruben, Indigo and Lily were doing some great defending and getting it back down our end. Then Evie
scored our first goal of the tournament. In the next half we got another goal in, which was by Seren. The
end to that match was 2-0 to us.
The final match was against St Joseph’s Y. We started off well and the ball was in our D a lot and we
managed to get 4 goals in. In the next half we had a complete change-around just for the last half and lots
of people tried out different positions to what they normally play and we got 2 more goals in. The end
score was 6-0 to us.
We had lots of fun at the netball tournament and would like to say thank you to Mrs Chespy for taking us
and for umpiring.

Gliddon & Squire North Devon Cross Country League
Those families with keen young runners may like to know that the North Devon Cross Country League gets
underway this weekend, with the first race of the season taking place at Kingsley School in Bideford on
Sunday 23rd September.
Subsequent races will be at Shebbear on 14th October, Coxleigh Barton, Shirwell on 4th November, West
Buckland on 25th November, Northam Burrows on 13th January and West Buckland again on 3rd February.
Further details can be found at www.northdevonxcleague.weebly.com

