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Diary Dates

Dear Parents and Carers,

First of all, I would like to thank those of you that were able to attend the Welcome 
Drinks for our new parents and carers last Friday. It was great to see you all making 
connections and putting names to faces. A new school or nursery can be daunting for 
children and adults alike, so I do appreciate all the efforts to say 'hi' to each other. I hope 
that continues as the St Petroc’s community continues to grow.

With that, after a monumental effort, a massive congratulations to Nick S for completing 
his cycle ride from Lands End to John O’Groats last week. You are a huge inspiration to 
me and your humility, when doing something so worthwhile, is truly endearing. In other 
monumental efforts, my congratulations and commiserations to those who took their 
Nippers trials last weekend. Well done to everyone involved; 90m of the Sea Pool is no 
mean feat! 

I was extremely impressed with the Dolphins swimming session on Tuesday. It looked 
fantastic and they were so wonderfully organised. Credit must go to the staff for making 
the changing, swimming and returning of more than twenty 3 year olds seem relatively 
effortless! This is a true indicator of their skill with the children. Well done everyone; 
I am already looking forward to next week! Speaking of the Early Years, thank you to 
everyone for settling into their new routines so quickly. The Sea Lions expansion into 
their new area has been great and the gardens have been getting lots of use. I know the 
Outdoor Learning garden has been seeing plenty of action, right through from Reception 
to Year 6. I particularly enjoyed watching the fire safety lesson on Wednesday. It has also 
been lovely to hear the various Music lessons taking place throughout the week. Violin, 
singing, flute, piano, guitar and drums lessons have all resumed, and there was even 
some gymnastics and yoga thrown in too. 

Yesterday, we saw our younger children journey to Shebbear College and take part 
in Rugby and Netball skills training as part of their first ‘away’ coaching sessions 
of the year. They all demonstrated some excellent potential for the future. I am 
looking forward to our sports sessions next week too, as we build in some games and 
competitive elements.

I am sure you will all be enjoying the start of the Rugby World Cup too. Good luck to all 
the teams involved but especially to my friends in the England team; I wish you an injury 
free start to the tournament and as momentum gathers.

Ben Hilton
Fast Yn Mesk Tonnow

Friday 27th September
3:40pm Macmillan Coffee

Afternoon

Friday 4th October
Year 6 Class Assembly

Wednesday 16th October
3:30pm Break for

Half Term
(No Stay & Play)

Monday 28th October
Term resumes

100 Club Winners

July:
1st: Mr Hilton

2nd: Mila
3rd: Juniper

August:
1st: Mrs Pollard

2nd: Benjamin V.
3rd: Mrs Smith

Fancy seeing your name 
on the winners' list?

Contact the office
for details of how

to join the Friends of St 
Petroc's 100 Club! 
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Little Turtles

Sea Lions

Lots of messy fun

Settled children but unsettled weather!

What busy, painty fun we have had this week! To 
encourage sensory play and physical development, 
the Little Turtles have been exploring Autumn 
coloured paint. We have used our fingers and hands 
to create patterns on the table top and we loved the 
way the paint moved and squelched in our hands!

This week, the Sea Lions have been really getting into 
their daily routine, now that our new friends have 
settled. Each morning and afternoon we look at our 
calendar and discuss the day, date and month. We 
also recite the days of the week and the months of 
the year. We take a look outside and see what the 
weather is doing, which is usually quite changeable 
from morning to afternoon!

We have also been having a go at finger painting self 
portraits, looking at our image on the iPad, discussing 
our hair and eye colour, then using our fingers to 
draw them out on a face template. We’ve also been 
enjoying some gloop play, with corn flour, shaving 
foam and bubble bath.
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Dolphins

Handle with care

This week the Dolphins have enjoyed making 
wormeries, going on a worm hunt and collecting 
worms. They remembered to handle the worms with 
care and carefully placed them in containers. The 
Dolphins then worked together to make layers of soil 
and sand, then placed the worms on top with carrot 
peel and water. The children put their artistic skills to 
good use and made a collage using different textures, 
then had lots of fun learning the song ‘There’s a 
Worm at the Bottom of My Garden’.

The Dolphins are back in the water!

This week also saw the return of weekly swimming 
lessons for the Dolphins and their first lesson went 
fantastically well! Swimming is such a valuable life 
skill and we're incredibly proud to offer weekly 
lessons to our preschoolers as well as our Prep 
children.
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Reception

Naturally inquisitive

It has been another busy week in Reception. As the 
weather has been so beautiful, we have been taking full 
advantage of our Outside Learning Area and enjoying the 
new mud kitchen, amongst our other resources. We used 
natural resources to help us with our Maths this week. The 
children were set a challenge to find 10 interesting items 
in the garden. They found all sorts of leaves, sticks, flowers 
and feathers, to name just a few! 

Years 1 & 2

Sense-sational Science

Years 1 and 2 have been learning all about orangutans as 
part of their non-fiction English topic. They have loved 
finding lots of interesting facts and measured themselves 
to see if they were the same size as an adult male or 
female when stood on a classroom chair! The children 
also enjoyed a sense-sational Science lesson. They used 
smell, sight and taste to identify different flavours of 
jelly. There was an array of guesses and it was interesting 
to see which of the senses most greatly influenced the 
children's opinions. The pupils also made observations 
about the textures of the jellies and concluded that their 
'wobbliness' related to the flavour they happened to be. It 
was a terrific and tasty lesson!
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Years 3 & 4

Seeking Stone Age supplies

The Year 3 and 4 children took advantage of the beautiful 
weather this week and went out into the school grounds 
to discover and record what they could find that might 
prove useful for a Stone Age man. They made thoughtful 
observations and suggested wood for making tools and 
weapons, blackberry juice for drinking and berries for 
food, amongst some other imaginative ideas. Later the 
same day, the children had a very productive Music 
session, where they wrote their own composition and 
performed it on their chosen percussion instrument.

N = kg X 10N = g ÷ 100

Year 5

Feel the force

Year 5 have been investigating opposing, equal and 
dominant forces in a very 'noisy' toy car experiment. After 
observing how the cars changed in velocity and direction, 
they annotated their worksheets with the forces acting on 
the car and the strength at which they were being applied. 
Following on from this, we measured the weight (Newtons 
or N) and the mass (kg/g) of objects in the classroom. 
The pupils did a fantastic job and came up with their own 
formulae to convert the different measurements:

Over the next few weeks we'll be looking at air resistance, 
water resistance, gravity, gears, cogs and pulleys.
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Year 6

History, happiness and hues

Year 6 stepped into a number of interesting worlds this 
week, which has sparked conversation and investigation. 
They have touched upon Mayan history, discussed what 
the inner makings of happiness could be and they have 
created all manner of strange and suspicious goings-on 
in the beginnings of their story writing. Art has cropped 
up throughout the week's lessons, as the children have 
created shadow art in Outdoor Learning and been 
introduced to the works and stylings of Tilly Willis. In 
preparation for future weeks, the children have been 
looking at colour combinations, the care needed to 
create many varieties of one colour and what causes both 
gradual and extreme changes in shade.

Stay & Play

A perfect way to end the week

In Stay and Play today, the children put all their fire safety 
training to excellent use and had a wonderful time making 
hot chocolate on a campfire in the Outdoor Learning area. 
Using the storm kettle for the first time, which they were 
fascinated by, they children helped brew up a tasty treat of 
hot chocolate with marshmallows.
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Beach Rangers

A stimulating insight

We were blessed with sunshine and wildlife this Tuesday, 
as the children explored the rockpools on Crooklets Beach. 
They carefully hunted through the watery habitats to find 
crabs and anemones of different sizes and varieties. They 
saw many a prawn and ended the afternoon catching 
sight of some baby blennies. It was a very successful 
and stimulating insight into the habitats we have right 
on our doorstep and the responsibility we have for the 
abundance of wildlife within them. 
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Sport

U8s Netball & Touch Rugby Training Fixture

Our younger Petrocians made the journey over to 
Shebbear College on Thursday to play their first ever 
‘away’ fixture. The departing minibus was buzzing with a 
mixture of nerves, excitement and eagerness but, once 
we arrived, the pupils soon put these emotions aside. The 
boys went straight into a Rugby skills session and the girls 
got stuck into Netball skills training.

In the Rugby training, the boys worked on running, 
passing and scoring tries. Mr Fox, and Mr Willets from 
Shebbear, were pleasantly surprised and impressed with 
the progress that they saw in such a short amount of time. 
The boys then played a game of Touch Rugby, putting all 
of their newly honed skills into practice. Jude and William 
both scored tries and the players on both teams showed 
excellent awareness of the game.

The girls had a great Netball skills session. After an 
essential warm-up, they learned how to pivot and 
did some great stretching to ‘high five’ their nearest 
neighbours. The ball was then introduced and the 
children used 'W' hands to improve their control of 
the ball, throwing from the shoulder. The difference it 
made was amazing. Being new to the game, the catching 
and throwing sometimes went awry, so there was a bit 
of ‘chasing the ball down’ as well. The St Petroc's and 
Shebbear girls partnered-up very well to practise their 
throws, which was great to see, and one of our girls was 
very pleased to announce that she had made a new 
friend!

This first fixture was a huge success and the combination 
of upper Key Stage 1 and lower Key Stage 2 worked 
very well. The younger players really stepped-up to the 
challenge, overcame their fears and have been left thirsty 
for more action. Well done to them all; it was a super and 
productive afternoon out!


