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St Petroc’s Post 
Letter from The Headmaster 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This week has been a tougher challenge, keeping everyone ‘fighting fit’. We can most 
certainly see and feel the Autumnal air and some of the tiredness has shown itself. We 
are aware of coughs and sneezes and so, with the important Christmas functions and 
events fast approaching us, it is imperative that we all take care of ourselves and each 
other. I would hate for any of you to miss the opportunity to see your children perform 
in those magical moments. 
 
During the week, we have seen some beautiful things produced in preparation for 
tomorrow’s Christmas Bazaar at An Mor Hotel, Bude, from 12-3pm. The children 
astound me with their creativity! Some of the game concepts created by Year 6 have 
been absolutely superb and so please do support another great St Petroc’s tradition and 
give them a go. The Christmas Wreaths have also been wonderfully produced and I 
would like to thank the parents that came in to support those sessions. The interaction 
between you all, when you are able, is exactly what makes this School the partnership 
that it is and at times like this we feel the togetherness. I have no doubt that tomorrow 
will be a roaring success. Please do share and spread the word. 
 
In terms of the School, it was great to tour some new faces around St Petroc’s. They 
were rather fortunate to see a number of specialist lessons taking place and they  
commented in particular on the older children’s dance performances in PE. They were 
simply beautiful. Well done to those children. 
 
The week has culminated in a fantastic Year 6 assembly, which was completely child led 
and created, following their hard work and focus on play scripts in their English lessons. 
The level of comfort and public presentation to a packed hall is simply fantastic. I have 
said it before, but St Petroc’s normal is quite unusual at times and I spoke with some of 
the adults about this following the performance. Well done to Mrs Cole and to Year 6 
and 7. It is a great skill to master and to see it in such abundance at their age only bodes 
well for their bright futures. 
 
My final thought must be to mention the gratitude towards our children for taking the 
time to produce a number of Christmas Wishes to help Bude and Stratton Town Council 
to decorate their own Christmas Fayre. Some of the designs and levels of thought for  
others at this time of year really surprised the organisers and they were very thankful 
that we were able to help them. Well done everyone for what has been another  
spectacular - if rather sneezy - week! Keep it going now as we approach the end of 
term. 
 
Ben Hilton 
Fast Yn Mesk Tonnow 

Diary Dates 
 
 

Saturday 1st 

December 
12-3pm Friends of 

St Petroc’s Christmas 
Bazaar at An Mor 

 
 

Thursday 6th 

December 
1pm Dolphins 
Nativity Play 

2:15pm Reception & 
KS1 Nativity Play 

 
 

Friday 7th 

December 
9:15am Dolphins 

Nativity Play 
10:15am Reception & 

KS1 Nativity Play 
 
 

Sunday 9th 

December 
4pm Christingle Service 
at St Michael’s Church 

 
 

Thursday 13th 

December 
4:30pm Carol Service at 
Bude Methodist Church 
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The Friends of St Petroc’s 
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St Petroc’s Post - Early Years 

This week the Little Turtles have been practicing their 
problem solving and Mathematics skills, using the  
stackers. The children have been learning how they fit 
together and we talked about the size of the towers we 
made, using language such as ‘big’ and ‘small’. 
 
All the children have been enjoying our heuristic corner, 
with lots of items which we can fill and empty, such as 
saucepans, corks, tubes and feathers!  

Towers and tubes 

Little Turtles 

Sea Lions have had another exciting week, making lots of 
secret crafts. Some of them have been posting their wish 
lists to Santa, while others have been looking through 
telescopes in the hope of seeing him. 
 
We’ve continued to practice our independent taking off 
and putting on of our shoes, even having a go at trying to 
tie our own laces. 
 
Others have been gaining skills of working alongside one 
another in a team when tackling the jigsaw puzzles. 

Searching for Santa 

Sea Lions 

The Dolphins are ready to perform their Nativity play to 
their families. They are excited and have worked very 
hard. 
 
The children have selected different Christmas activities 
and some of them have had lots of fun making a tree 
decoration. 
 
The children have made cards and either traced or 
formed the letters of their name independently, all 
demonstrating good fine motor skills. 
 
The Santa’s Workshop role play area has been a very 
busy place, with lots of toys being made, using hammers 
and a selection of tools! 

Hammer time 

Dolphins 
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St Petroc’s Post - Prep School 

What excitement! This week the Reception Class took 
delivery of a Mysterious Parcel with a tag on it with the 
following words: 

Mystery solved 

Reception 

Year 1 have been slightly dishevelled this week, as 
coughs and colds have hit the class. 
 
We have still cracked on and looked at adding three 
numbers together, playing a dice game as a pair.  
The children have also now completed their end of term 
assessment. Their results are fantastic! 
 
On Monday Year 1 tried their hand at wreath making. It 
was quite tricky but the children really surprised me and 
produced some amazing decorations. Be sure to visit the 
wreath stall at the Bazaar! 

Fantastic results 

Year 1 

‘To the children in Reception Class at St Petroc’s School. 
I am lonely and hungry and I don’t have a home to live 
in. Please will you look after me? From Stripy. P.S. I like 
to eat sandwiches.’ 

What could be in the parcel? And who is Stripy?  The 
children have drawn pictures and written their ideas. A 
stripy parrot? A giraffe? A tiger? An octopus? A unicorn?  
 
On Wednesday the parcel was opened and inside it we 
discovered Stripy, the zebra. 
 
He has come to live in the classroom and the children 
have been developing their compassion and empathy by 
keeping Stripy company, playing with him, making sand-
wiches for him and even building a home for him to live 
in. 
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St Petroc’s Post - Prep School 

It has been a week of the seasonal and the serious in 
Years 2 and 3. We are all in the festive mood, as our  
costumes started to come in for the Christmas play, and 
even our morning work is starting to take on a festive 
twist with Christmas tree number work. 
 
All of the children completed a writing assessment this 
week, showing off their learning of instructions and how 
we structure them. They then put each others’ skills to 
the test by following one another's instructions on 'How 
to Make a Kwanzaa Mask'. They then matched the mask 
that was made to the original design that the author of 
the instructions had in mind. A lot of fun was had 
throughout the task! 

Mask making and matching 

The children have been listening to “Christophe’s Story”, 
which is about a child refugee. They had to respond to 
questions that stretched their comprehension skills, look 
at the author’s use of language and then draw on their 
understanding of conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions 
to express time and cause, to tell their own oral  
recounts.  
 
All the children showed a lot of empathy for Christophe’s 
plight. 

Expressive empathy 

Year 4 

Years 2 & 3 

Year 5 are busy covering their remaining topics in Maths 
before their half termly assessments. 
 
This week has all been about measuring angles and 
drawing accurately sized circles when given a radius. 
 
In preparation for the final week of term, it would be 
very useful if the pupils all practised their times tables!  

Times tables practice please! 

Year 5 



Monday’s Maths lesson on fractions, decimals and  
percentages had a competitive twist! 
 
The pupils each had a different number of shots on goal 
and had to use their mathematical mind-sets to figure 
out how to compare their scores (given as varying  
fractions) as percentages and decimals. 
 
Who was the most accurate overall? That prize was 
shared between Mrs Cole and Zach! Their understanding 
has come a long way in just a week, and practical  
applications such as sporting success help to take Maths 
beyond the textbook. 

Mathematical goals 

Years 6 & 7 
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St Petroc’s Post - Prep School 

Year 6’s fantastic Christmas assembly on Friday was yet another example of taking learning outside of the classroom. 
 
With English lessons on script writing and plot planning, the pupils rose spectacularly to the challenge of writing and 
performing within a tight deadline. Well done for such a cracking performance; Mrs Cole and Mr Hilton are incredibly 
proud of you all.  

This week in Stay and Play, the children enjoyed working 
as a group to make a lantern out of used plastic milk 
bottles, along with the KS2 children. 
 
They decorated it really nicely and it’s very colourful. 
 
They are thrilled with their creation! 

Lantern making 

Stay and Play 

Calendar making 

Surf Club Activity Group 

The Surf Club Activity Group have been putting together 
a 2019 calendar. 
 
They all chose a month to illustrate and have spent a 
couple of weeks making sure every month was catered 
for.  
 
They were extremely pleased with the finished product. 



Thank you to everyone who joined our wreath making 
workshop to prepare for Saturday’s Christmas Bazaar. 

All ready for the Bazaar 

Wreath making workshop 
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St Petroc’s Post - Prep School 

It’s been a week of workshops and this Wednesday Key 
Stage 2 took part in a session, run by Mrs Miller, to make 
lanterns from recycled plastic bottles. 
 
On Friday 7th December, which is Late Night Shopping in 
Bude, there will be a lantern procession running as well 
as Father Christmas’ visit and the other festive  
attractions. 
 
All are welcome to join the procession with Bude Junior 
School and other local children, which begins at the  
Crescent Car Park at 5:15pm to proceed through town. 

Lantern procession on 7th December 

Lantern making workshop 

It was great to welcome back past Head Boy Jason, who is now embarking on his GCSE 
choices at Shebbear College - and is still enjoying his rugby...! 
 
There is always a common theme amongst Petrocians regarding the fondness they have 
for the School. Old Petrocians are always so welcome and it is heart-warming to hear 
some of their memories and thoughts of the School now, alongside their aspirations for 
the future. 

Welcome back Jason 
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St Petroc’s Post - Events & Activities 

Mr Fox claims victory! 

Movember Moment 


